Luke 6:36-38

36 Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful.

37 Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven:

38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.

Note:  Brotherly judgments must not proceed from curiosity nor rudeness nor malice, but they must be just, moderate and loving.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth does not speak here of civil judgments.  The word "forgive" is meant that good nature which the Christians use in patiently suffering and pardoning wrongs done them by one of the Brethren, when the Brother in Christ Jesus ask for pardon or forgiveness for the wrong they had done to them.  Forgive, that is forgive offenses and trespasses committed against you, bear with, and pass by injuries and affronts, and ye shall be forgiven by God.

Judge not, that ye be not judged. This is not to be understood of any sort of judgment.  Not the judgment in the civil courts, by proper magistrates, which ought to be made and passed, according to the nature of the case.  Nor of judgment in the Churches of Christ, where offenders are to be called to an account, examined, tried, and dealt with according to the rules of the Gospel.  Nor of every private judgment, which one man may make upon another, without any detriment to him by trying all the facts known.  Verses 37 and 38 of Luke 6 means of rash judgment, interpreting men's words and deeds to the worst sense, and censuring them in a very severe manner, even passing sentence on them, with respect to their eternal state and condition. It would be well, if persons subject to a censorious spirit, would put themselves in the case and circumstances the persons they are judging.  Then to consider, what judgment they would choose others should pass on them. The argument the Lord Jesus Christ uses to dissuade from this evil, which the Jews were very prone to, is, "that ye be not judged" meaning, either by men, for such censorious persons rarely have the good will of their fellow creatures, but are commonly repaid in the same way, or else by God, which will be the most awful and tremendous for such persons take upon them the place of God, usurp His prerogative, as if they knew the hearts and states of men and their eternal states.  The same measure used to judge will be used by God against the one making rash judgments of the hearts of men for their eternal Salvation.

"Judge not, that ye be not judged:"  To "judge" here does not mean to pronounce condemnation upon or condemnatory judgment, nor does it refer to simply judging at all, whether favorable or unfavorable judgment. The context makes it clear that the thing here condemned is that disposition to look unfavorably on the character and actions of others particularly using rash judgments, which leads invariably to the pronouncing not only rash, but very often unjust and unloving judgments upon them. No doubt it is the judgments so pronounced which are here spoken of, but what our Lord aims at is the "spirit out of which they spring". Provided we eschew (eschew:  to avoid habitually judging others especially on moral or practical grounds) this unloving spirit, that is as long as it is not a habitual practice of making these rash judgments on others.  We are not only warranted to sit in judgment upon a brother's character and actions, but in the exercise of a necessary discrimination are often constrained to do so for our own guidance. It is even necessary to judge, make judgments of all others actions and deeds for our own self protection.  Do you walk down a dark alley, with a person lurking in the alley and not judge?  We all judge.  However, if you judge that person based on the situation and the facts and circumstances given, to be weary of and not associate with them, then this is not a rash judgment. 

However, if we do judge others rashly, for our own petty prejudices, this is then the violation of the law of love.  Again, it is the exercise of a censorious disposition when making rash judgments which alone is here condemned. The argument against it--"that ye be not judged"--confirms this: "that your own character and actions be not pronounced upon with the like severity"; that is, not only here on earth, but also at the great day of Judgment by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  People shrink from contact with those who systematically deal out harsh judgment upon others--naturally concluding that they themselves may be the next victims--and feel impelled in self-defense, when exposed to it, to roll back upon the assailant his own censures.



Matthew 6:12
12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

Luke 11:4
4 And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.

Note:  " . . . as we forgive our debtors".  Which the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth repeats and explains.  The reason the Lord Jesus Christ singles this out was because the Jews, who were a peculiar people, made so as to be completely different from all other nations, Chosen by God to be separate unto Him and with this they took great offense to anyone who was different than they, and who held different opinion even outside religion.   As such, the Jews were very subject to revenge, and held onto any offense or any injuries done them, and would not forgive.  Therefore the Lord Jesus Christ presses it upon them closely to "forgive men their trespasses"; all sorts of injuries done them, or offenses given them, whether by word or deed; and that fully, freely, from the heart; forgetting, as well as forgiving.   The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was telling this to the Jews in particular to not upbraiding them with former offenses.  (upbraiding:  to criticize severely : find fault with and to reproach severely : scold vehemently).  The Jews would attack those who offended them, without asking pardon.  Now to this the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth encourages by saying, your Heavenly Father will also forgive you; will hear your prayers, and manifest His forgiving love to you . . . not that the forgiveness of others is the procuring cause of forgiveness with God, which alone is the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, nor of the manifestation and application of it, that is, the advocacy of Christ Jesus, nor is it the moving cause of it, that is, the free Grace of God.  This was to have them understand the character, and is descriptive of the persons to whom God is pleased with, and gives a delightful sense of His pardoning Grace.  Such persons, so disposed and assisted by His Grace, may expect pardon of Him.  The same measure used by God in forgiving you, (Mercy) is called of Christians in forgiving others offenses against them.




If you have time, maybe read: www.Alemattec.com/Prosperity 'gospel,' judge not . . . , stealing from by making merchandise, i.e. -- selling or hawking something false . . . , be content.doc



1 Corinthians 2:13-15 

13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

15 But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. 


1 Corinthians 6:2-3

2 Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters?
3 Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this life?



Note:  I guess maybe the Lord Jesus Christ "forgot" about judging others when He and also John the Baptist, called the Scribes and Pharisees snakes, vipers . . . 


Matthew 23:32-37

32 Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers.

33 Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?

34 Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to city:

35 That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar.

36 Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon this generation.

37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!

Matthew 3:1-10

1 In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea,

2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

3 For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.

4 And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey.

5 Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan,

6 And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:

9 And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.

10 And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.


Luke 3:1-10

1 Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of Ituraea and of the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene,

2 Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came unto John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness.

3 And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins;

4 As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.

5 Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth;

6 And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

7 Then said he to the multitude that came forth to be baptized of him, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

8 Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, That God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.

9 And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: every tree therefore which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

10 And the people asked him, saying, What shall we do then?



Another example, the Apostle Paul to Titus: 

Titus 1:12 
12 One of themselves, even a prophet of their own, said, the Cretians are alway liars, evil beasts, slow bellies. 


Luke 6 :37 Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: Used within the Church, and without, to stifle anyone as a Christian that would make a judgment concerning anyone’s negative or wrong beliefs or actions.  (No one complains when you judge them and in so doing  praise.  You are free to judge them (they don't quote the Lord Jesus Christ's of Nazareth words to hinder us if in that judgment you offer them praise). However, if someone is judging another for their unrighteous behavior, action, or deed, we are told both within the Church and from those outside the Church not to judge.  This is simply “political correctness” applied within, and from without, the Church to keep the Church from exercising its Authority over those living in sinful lives before the congregation.  It is also applied from those outside the Church to keep that person from spreading the Good News of the Gospel.  It is used as an instrument of satan.  This is not the Truth of Holy Scripture, though.  We are called to judge, to use a righteous standard of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible when judging.  How else would we be able to “test the spirits,” How else would we “try the spirits” to see if they are of God or of satan if not to judge, without making a judgment of what people say and do?  This is the ability, granted by the Holy Spirit of discernment.  Many Christians today lack discernment, or have no discernment, because they have fallen prey to this Command being taught out of context.
People, not understanding how to judge, refused to judge in the Corinthian Church.  So, in effect they were “judging” in the name of “brotherly love,” refusing the correct judgment, they allowed in their midst evil.    Allowed a man sleeping with his mother to be in their Church.  False doctrine, and a false notion of Christian liberty, seem to have saved the offender from censure. Grievous indeed is it that crimes should sometimes be committed by professors of the Gospel, of which even heathens would be ashamed. Spiritual pride and false doctrines tend to bring in, and to spread such scandals. How dreadful the effects of sin! The devil reigns where the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth does not. A man is in satan’s kingdom, and under his power, when not in the Lord Jesus Christ. The bad example of a man of influence is very mischievous; it spreads far and wide. Corrupt principles and examples, if not corrected, would hurt the whole church. Believers must have new hearts, and lead new lives. Their common conversation and religious deeds must be Holy. The Apostle Paul, therefore, judges him and passes his judgment upon the Church for this evil:
 

1 Corinthians 5:1-5
1 It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father's wife.
2 And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be taken away from among you.
Note:  The Apostle Paul declares of this wicked “church,” that they are puffed up:  in the Greek, puffed up means:  haughty) -- puff up, arrogant, proud.

3 For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done this deed,
Note:  “ . . . have judged already, . . .”  The Apostle Paul had considered of the matter, thought very deliberately about it, and was now come to a point, to a determination concerning it, what to do concerning it.  “ . . . as though I were present, . . .” upon the spot, in person, to do what he had resolved needed to be done to him that is, “. . . concerning him that hath so done this deed, . . .”  This infamous one, and in such a scandalous manner, and which was continued in up to that day.  The Apostle Paul upon mature deliberation and using the correct measure in his judgment, determined what to do with this wicked man, and is expressed in1 Corinthians 5:5 below.  The whole fourth verse can be read as though in a parenthesis, then the judgment of the Apostle Paul, “To deliver him to Satan . . .”.

4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ,
5 To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.
Note:  That his body might be shook, buffeted, or afflicted to cause him to understand the judgment upon him, in hope that seeing the flesh under condemnation that his spirit might be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Apostles had as their rod which they sometimes used, sometimes in striking persons dead, sometimes by inflicting diseases on them themselves, and at other times by delivering them up into the hands of satan to be afflicted and terrified by him, which is the case here.  These were part of the signs and wonders of the Apostles. 

Acts 2:42-43
42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.

43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles.
Note:  Again, the Apostles had as their rod which they sometimes used, sometimes in striking persons dead, sometimes by inflicting diseases on them themselves, and at other times by delivering them up into the hands of satan to be afflicted and terrified by him, which is the case here.  These were part of the signs and wonders of the Apostles. Acts 5:1-5, Acts 8:15-24,  2 Corinthians 12:12

We are called to judge, to discernment.  We are called to use the righteous measure when judging, not rash judgments for petty reasons.  We are called to test the spirits. 
 
1 John 4:1
4 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.


Jude 1:3 
3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.  

See:  www.alemattec.com/Judge not, not!, 2.doc
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
www.Alemattec.com 
