John 7:33-43

33 Then said Jesus unto them, Yet a little while am I with you, and then I go unto him that sent me.

34 Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, thither ye cannot come.

35 Then said the Jews among themselves, Whither will he go, that we shall not find him? will he go unto the dispersed among the Gentiles, and teach the Gentiles?

36 What manner of saying is this that he said, Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, thither ye cannot come?

37 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.

Note:  Here the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is identifying Himself with the Holy Ghost, Whom both God the Father and God the Son, One God, One with God the Father, will send as their Comforter to His people, i.e.:  God the Holy Ghost, Matthew 28:18-20; John 14:16-18; John 14:26; John 15:26-27; John 16:12-14; Ephesians 1:12-14; Ephesians 5:8-10; 2 Thessalonians 2:7-14; 1 Peter 1:18-23; 1 John 4:5-7;1 John 5:7, God the Holy Spirit. This thirst means strong desire of following the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as one's Lord, God, and Savior, and what comes after thirsting for Him, are the spiritual blessings given as the Comforter, i.e.:  the Holy Spirit, which nothing else can satisfy. 
38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.
Note:  Isaiah 12:3; Isaiah 55:1; 58:11; Psalm 36:8-9; Isaiah 41:17; Isaiah 58:11; Jeremiah 2:13; Jeremiah 17:13; Zechariah 14:8; John 4:10,  Therefore, he that believeth on me (Me here being BOTH the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and the Holy Spirit, the Holy Ghost, as out of their belly shall flow rivers of living water, see the next verse, verse 39 below, and John 4:10.).  So, the sanctifying and comforting influences of the Holy Spirit are here intended by the Living Waters which the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth called on them to come to Christ Jesus in order to drink, verse 37 above. The Comfort of the Holy Spirit in a Christian's life flows plentifully and constantly as a river, as strong as a stream to bear down the opposition of doubts and fears, constantly renewing and increasing one's Faith, calling back those who have backslidden, and bringing peace in the midst of tribulation. There is a fullness in the Lord Jesus Christ, full of Grace for Grace, John 1:15-17. The Holy Spirit dwelling and working in True Worshipers, those Called of God, God's Elect, Born Again Believers, and this One and the Same Holy Ghost is One with God the Father and God the Son, and is as a fountain of Living Water, running as a river out of God the Father and God the Son and God the Holy Ghost, pure clean renewing, refreshing Living Water, out of the Godhead, to flow as plentiful streams flow, to the Born Again Believers, as cooling and cleansing, Pure, clear, peaceful, still (Still:  Permanent, always quiet, a resting place Matthew 11:27-29, being made comfortable, being at ease, Psalm 23:1-6.)  Living Water which restoreth (Restoreth:  To build up.  To set back.  To give back to (someone or something that was lost or taken).  To return (someone or something) to an earlier or original condition by repairing it, cleaning it, refreshing it to a former state.) a Christian's soul (Soul:  A person's life, self, person, desire, passion, appetite, emotion, Psalm 23:1-6.). The miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit we do not expect today, as that have passed away, but for the Holy Spirit's more common and more valuable influences do apply. These streams have flowed from God the Father, to our Glorified Redeemer, God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and God the Holy Ghost as a river flows through, down to this age, to the remote corners of the earth. 

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth presents the Holy Ghost in such a way as to make the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth the hope of faith at the time in which the Holy Spirit spoke, if, God the Father created a sense of need in their soul.  If anyone thirsted, let him come to the Lord Jesus Christ and drink of the Holy Ghost and His Gifts and receive Comfort to their souls, and be rested, and at peace.  Not only should his thirst be quenched, but from the inner man of his soul should then flow forth streams of Living Water.  So that coming to the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as their Lord, God, and Savior, alone, by faith, they would satisfy the need of their soul.  Then, not only should the Holy Ghost be in them a well of Living Water springing up into Everlasting Life, but also Living Water should also flow forth from them in abundance a stream to refresh all those whom God had Called unto the Lord Jesus Christ who thirsted. Observe here, that Israel drank water in the wilderness before they could keep the Feast of Tabernacles.  However, they only drank. There was no well of Living Water coming forth in them. The water indeed flowed from the Rock, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. Under Grace every believer is not doubtless a source in himself of this Living Water, but not by Himself, but receives this Living Water from the Godhead, flowing directly from the Holy Spirit.  Furthermore, this Living Water is a gift to ONLY those who believe. 
39 (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)
40 Many of the people therefore, when they heard this saying, said, Of a truth this is the Prophet.

41 Others said, This is the Christ. But some said, Shall Christ come out of Galilee?

42 Hath not the scripture said, That Christ cometh of the seed of David, and out of the town of Bethlehem, where David was?

43 So there was a division among the people because of him.


Acts 19:1-2
1 And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples,
2 He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.


Note:  " . . . and finding certain disciples, . . . "  Disciples in the Greek means:  A learner, a disciple, a pupil.  Those who had learned of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, as Lord and as the Son of God, who favored Him, joined His party of followers, and some even became His adherents, i.e.:  stayed and followed the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth until the end.  Many of these learners, disciples, though who followed Him, turned away, John 6:47-66.  The Apostle Paul when arriving at Ephesus, found some of these "religious persons," who were disciples, learners, who looked to the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as the Messiah. (Remember, many looked to the Lord Jesus Christ as the Messiah, but they believed the Messiah, God's Christ, was come to overthrow the pagan Romans, and free the Jews from Rome's rule, such as Luke 24:13-32; Mark 16:12.  Many of these disciples turned from, rejected, the Lord Jesus Christ when that reality sank in that Christ Jesus had not come for that purpose, Matthew 5:17; Matthew 10:34-39; Luke 12:49-53; John 9:39; John 10:10; John 12:46; Luke 19:10).  Many followed the Lord Jesus Christ, because He took care of their physical needs, i.e.:  The Lord Jesus Christ fed them and healed them.  They wanted to make such a man as this their King, John 6:15.  Imagine, free food and medical care for life, with NO co-pays, and no deductibles!  The learners, these disciples at Ephesus, had not been led to expect the miraculous powers of the Holy Ghost, nor were they informed that the Gospel was especially the ministration (Ministration:  A person, here God the Holy Spirit, whose job involved leading and providing spiritual and religious guidance to God's people, the Brethren, leading them to all Truth, which is the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Truth of God, John 14:6.) of the Holy Spirit.  God the Holy Spirit, the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of Truth, did not come to Glorify Himself, but to Glorify the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Truth of God, John 16:13-15.

These disciples at Ephesus spake as ready to welcome the notice of this revelation concerning the Holy Ghost as God,  as the Spirit of Truth.  The Apostle Paul shows them that John the Baptist never design that those he baptized should rest there, but told them that they should believe on Him who should come after him, that is, on the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the very Son of God.  John the Baptist was to decrease in importance, and the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was to increase in importance, as the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was He that cometh from above Who is above all, John 3:24-36. These disciples at Ephesus thankfully accepted, believed the discovery of the Holy Spirit, and were then promptly Baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. Those that had been baptized only by the baptism of John the Baptist received NOT the things of the Holy Ghost, the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  It was either by Baptism -- immersion in water -- which was a sign, a symbol of death (going under the water) that represents dying to self, dying daily, Luke 9:22-24; 1 Corinthians 15:10-31, being crucified (dying with the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Galatians 2:19-21) and (coming up out of the water) represents being born again spiritually unto a newness of life, Romans 6:1-12; Galatians 5:24-25, a new creature, i.e.:  a created being, 2 Corinthians 5:17-22, or by the laying on of hands by the Apostles, Acts 8:18, in the name of the Lord God of Israel, the Lord of Host, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Mighty God, the Great God, the Almighty God, that they would received the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  Thus, when the Ephesian disciples believed on the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as the very Son of God, as their Savior alone for their sins, and were Baptized in the Lord Jesus Christ's name, the Holy Ghost came upon them in a surprising, overpowering manner:  these new properly Baptized Disciples at Ephesus then spake with tongues, and Prophesied, as the Apostles had first done, and the first Gentile coverts did, Acts 10:34-48.  All of these were but a sign, not for the Believers, as tongues (which is speaking a language, or languages that they had never learned) were a sign for the non-believers, the Jews, called the circumcision, "And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, . . . , Acts 10:45" .  Tongues, speaking in these unknown languages, were but a sign to the circumcision, the Jews, the non-believers, 1 Corinthians 14:22 , and were not to continue, but to pass away, 1 Corinthians 13:8-13, when the whole of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Book of Revelation, was completed these then went out of force.  Knowledge, too, first hand knowledge given by the Holy Spirit, given directly to the Apostles, and then to those the Apostles had laid hands on to receive, along with "specific extraordinary, miraculous gifts," would pass away when "the perfect, the whole of Canon, the New Testament was completed with the Book of Revelation".
1 Corinthians 13:8-13
8 Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.
Note:  Prophecies here means:  Foretelling future events, not that true Prophecies shall ever fail in their accomplishment, but there shall be no more foretelling of future events, the Prophecies, foretelling of future events shall cause to cease and therefore be completely abolished, will vanish away, to make completely inoperative, to put out of use, because they will all be accomplished.  These Prophecies concerning God's Truth of the Old Testament was but a shadow, which is accomplished by the reality of the New Testament, and a Command by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth to close Canon not to change what God the Holy Spirit had written which is the sum total of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible.  When the Book of Revelation was completed, this was ALL God had to say to man.  Nothing more was to be revealed to man by way of future prophecies.  No more Prophecies were to be revealed than those give in the Holy Bible.  Period.  These Prophets which were before the Book of Revelation was completed, even those who did Prophecy for wrong purposes, such as did Balaam, for money, filthy lucre, who foretold many things concerning the Messiah and of the people of Israel; yet Balaam had no true love for either, Numbers 22.  Also, Caiaphas the High Priest, Luke 3:1-4; John 18:13-15, who was of satan as were the other Scribes and Pharisees whom the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth cursed, "Woe to you . . . ," as they did the will of his "father, i.e.:  satan" John 8:23-47, and Caiaphas sought to murder the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, John 18:14.  Caiaphas was High Priest the year the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth suffered and was murdered on the Cross of Calvary, and Caiaphas prophesied of the Lord Jesus Christ's death, and was himself personally concerned in it, being a bitter enemy of the Lord Jesus Christ.  See further note, below:  ***

The Old Testament Law was but a shadow of things to come, Hebrews 10:1-3, this shadow, in the Greek means:  A shadow, shade, thick darkness, an outline.  Properly, the shadow of a looming presence of a spiritual reality (good or bad) relating to God's Light or man's spiritual darkness.  A sketch, an outline, adumbration (Adumbration:  To foreshadow vaguely.  To suggest, disclose, or outline partially.) as the Old Testament Law was our Schoolmaster, Galatians 3:24-25, until the reality which is the New Testament, the New Covenant, until faith did come, faith in, until faith did come in, and to see the fullness of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as the one complete in the Godhead, the One Who dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, Acts 17:22-29; Colossians 2:6-23, the advent (the revealing, the unveiling) of, (1.)  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as the sole mediator between God and man, (2.)  As the ONLY way to Heaven, to God the Father, (3.)  As the only way to be Saved, (4.)  Finally, to reveal the Lord Jesus Christ's Glory as the Almighty God at His Second Coming, www.alemattec.com/Holy, Holy, Holy, the Lord God Almighty, Sea of Glass, Smoke from the Glory of God and from His Power . . . .doc, www.alemattec.com/The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Almighty God!.doc:

Isaiah 4:6
6 And there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in the day time from the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a covert from storm and from rain.

Note:  Shadow in the Hebrew means:  Shade, a defense, a refuge, as protection from the sun, shadow of thy wings, Psalm 36:7; Psalm 63:7, as symbol of transitoriness (Transitoriness:  Temporary, tending to pass away, of brief duration, Hebrews 8:1-13.) of life.  "And there shall be a tabernacle, . . . "  That is, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Who tabernacled (Tabernacled:  A tent sanctuary used by the Israelites during the Exodus.  A a place of worship.)  for Christians a dwelling place.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Who came to man in our nature, and is the Minister of the True Tabernacle, the ONLY High Priest now of God, which God pitched, and not man, Hebrews 8:1-13.  This man, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Who will be spiritually present in the Word of God and all the Laws Ordinances, where the shepherds pitch their tents, and Who will be that to His people as shepherds' tents are to them, to which the allusion is . . .  in Isaiah 4:6 above, for a shadow in the day time from the heat.  A protection from "the heat" of a God's Fiery Law, which works wrath, Deuteronomy 33:1-3; Romans 4:14-18.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is a defense from the flaming sword of Justice, which calls for God's vengeance, from the Wrath of God, which is poured forth like fire, Psalm 89:46, and from satan's temptations which are likened to fiery darts, Ephesians 6:15-22, and from the violence of persecution.  There will be no more violence of persecution after the last struggle of the beast, satan, and the slaying of the two witnesses, www.alemattec.com/The Two Witnesses, Zerubbabel, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Tree of Life . . . .doc.

" . . . and for a place of refuge, . . . " Until the indignation be over and past, Hebrews 10:26-31; Revelation 14:9-11, which is poured out without mixture into the cup, www.alemattec.com/The Cup.doc, as the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is a refuge for sensible sinners to flee unto for safety, Psalm 143:9, from God's avenging Justice, and the Wrath of God.  So then, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is a place of security, and has His chambers of safety for His Saints, and is a shade, a defense, a refuge and protection under the Lord Jesus Christ's wings, from all dangers, and from every enemy, Isaiah 26:20.

" . . . and for a covert from storm and from rain."  From the blast of the terrible ones, the antichristian powers, which will be as a storm against a wall, Isaiah 25:1-4.  Indeed, this will be the hour of temptation, which will come upon and try them that dwell upon the earth, from which the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth will preserve His faithful ones, Revelation 3:10-13.
As Old Testament Law was but a shadow of things to come, Hebrews 10:1-3, also, the gifts of prophecies shall fail to be delivered by God, speaking with divers tongues would cease, knowledge, shall be done away with for Christians,  1 Corinthians 13:8, as was the Old Testament Ordinances against us, Hebrews 8:13; Colossians 2:8-15.  Indeed, likewise, tongues has already been done away with, have ceased.
Whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.  That is, the word of knowledge, peculiarly given by the Holy Spirit to some persons only, that peculiar gift of knowledge of Divine things, by which some are qualified to be instructors of others receiving this knowledge first hand, directly from the Holy Spirit, both of communicating, and of obtaining and increasing knowledge will be no more used.  This was all imperfect knowledge, only partial knowledge.  Imperfect knowledge, that which was only partial Truth, of every sort will disappear, when the Gospel Canon was completed, when the Book of Revelation was completed, this partial imperfect knowledge given first hand would then cease.  The Word of God would become perfect, whole, complete, not to be added to nor taken away from, and the partial Truth which had been given to some shall cease, that knowledge which is in part will be done away, and is done away with, when perfect knowledge takes place, when the Canon was completed and closed.  We were taught to explain it by the following words:  "For we know in part . . . " Not the whole of the matter before the Book of Revelation was completed.  The same given by future Prophecy, which was given before the Book of Revelation, which was only partially given to each Prophet, each Apostle and those the Apostle’s had ordained, lay hands on to receive this Miraculous Gif is here mentioned.  When the whole of the matter was then given, when Canon was closed, when the Book of Revelation was completed, the part (partial) knowledge given each individual as a special gift of the Holy Spirit, which included future Prophesy, first hand knowledge, such as when the Angel Gabriel spoke to Mary, shall be, therefore, and indeed was done away, passed away, no longer to be given.
 
Luke 1:34
34 Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?
Note:  " . . . I know not (have no personal first hand knowledge, properly, to know, have knowledge of first hand, especially through personal experience which Mary had none, no intimate relationship with, no sexual intimacy with) a man.
1 Corinthians 13:9-13
9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.

Note:  Each Apostle was each given their part of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible to write.  Additionally, ONLY those persons other than the Apostles themselves, who had been hand chosen with the laying on of hands by the Apostles, were given Miraculous gifts.  Some were given the ability to speak in tongues, others who had been hand chosen men by the Apostles received first hand knowledge from God, personal first hand knowledge, to know absolutely, to know clearly, to be shared amongst the Brethren when they would then prophesy -- To speak God's Truth, to tell forth, "Assert by elevating one statement over another." – properly, "speak forth" in Divinely-empowered forthtelling and/or foretelling. 
Forthtelling reveals the mind (message) of God in a particular situation – in order to edify the Church.  These hand chosen men of all the disciples, learners, i.e.:  those whom the Lord Jesus Christ chose of all His disciples, and call 12 of these men Apostles, Luke 6:12-16, as well as those the Apostles had hand chosen, who prophesied, who received personal first hand knowledge, properly, to know, have knowledge of revelation first hand, especially through personal experience given by the Holy Spirit.  

Foretelling (Foretelling -- Predicting the future as the Lord reveals it, clearly has ended when the Book of Revelation was completed, and Canon was closed.  No more future prophecies of any kind, Revelation 22:13-18.). 

10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.

Note:  See note below on perfect in the Greek, ***.
11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.

12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.

13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.
*** Note:  Knowledge as spoken of in when the perfect (Perfect in the Greek meaning:  Whole, complete.) Gospel Canon was completed, and closed by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself in the same manner that the Law was perfect, Psalm 19:7, whole, completed, and was not to be added to nor diminished (Deminished:  Taken away from, Deuteronomy 4:1-49; Deuteronomy 12:31-32).  When the perfect Canon -- when the Canon was whole/complete, when the Book of Revelation was completed, then special Miraculous gifts given at Pentecost by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth to the Apostles, (as the Holy Spirit fell upon the Apostles) which special Miraculous gifts were then given to special others in the Churches, were to cease.  When the whole of Canon was finished, when the Book of Revelation completed, then " . . . prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.  Therefore, all that was given in part, which was only partial:  Prophecies, tongues, first hand knowledge -- SHALL VANISH, i.e.:  PASS AWAY.

All received not every gift of the Holy Ghost.  If so, then when Dorcas, i.e.:  Tabitha died, if all had these gifts, then there would have been no need to seek out an Apostle there at Joppa, as Born Again Believers sought out the Apostle Peter to raise Tabitha from the dead, Acts 9:32-43.  This, raising from the dead, was a miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit as one of the signs and wonders given only to a True Apostle, Acts 2:42-43; Acts 5:12; 2 Corinthians 12:7-12.  Though we do not now expect today Miraculous powers as these have been done away with, yet all who profess to be disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, should be called on to examine whether they have received the seal of the Holy Ghost, in His sanctifying influences, to the sincerity of their faith.  Many seem not to have heard that there is a Holy Ghost, and many deem all that is spoken concerning His Graces and comforts, to be delusion.  It is interesting to note, that the nondenominational "churches," most often do not even Baptize today.  We have the largest group in history of those professing to be Christians, into worldly teaches in the "churches," worldly music in the form of "praise music," that have never been Baptized, and therefore are disobedient to the Command of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and do not keep his Commandments, John 14:15-24, www.alemattec.com/Music, Musick in the 'churches' 1 of 7.htm.  Along with those who claim the Lord Jesus Christ, and claim to have been filled with the Holy Ghost, and do not keep the Lord Jesus Christ's Commandment to be Baptized, of such it may properly be inquired, "Unto what, then, were ye baptized? Acts 19:3" for they evidently did know the meaning of that outward sign, on which they place such great dependence of supposedly receiving gifts of the Holy Spirit.  Notice, there at Ephesus with these learners, disciples of John the Baptist, the Apostle Paul goes into the synagogue, for three months, divers (Divers:  Used of certain persons, and or certain things, of importance that should be noted, but concerning which the writer either cannot or will not speak more particularly.) were hardened, and believed not, but spake evil of that way before the multitude, the Apostle Paul departed from them, and separated the disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Acts 19:8-10. 

Now there were not, and are not divers Spirits by which men receive the things of God, as in the case of demons, devils.  There was and is only One and the same Holy Spirit, but by Him were given a diversity of gifts, Ephesians 4:4-6; 1 Corinthians 12:4. This gives occasion to bring in the different relationship (for the Holy Ghosts speaks of the order of the relations of man with God -- the practical energy of which is in the Holy Ghost, Who is the reveler of all Truth, as the Holy Spirit is the the Spirit of Truth, the Comforter which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in the Lord Jesus Christ's name, He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever the Lord Jesus Christ had spoken unto the Apostles, Mark 13:11; Acts 2:4; Acts 9:31; Acts 11:15; 1 Corinthians 2:13; 1 Corinthians 12:3; John 16:1-14; John 14:15-26; John 15:1-27; 2 Peter 1:21.) in which men, moved by the Holy Ghost, are placed with regard to God and to the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. The Holy Spirit, One and the same Spirit, acts in them by various manifestations.  In the exercise of these different gifts the Apostles were administrators, and there was but One Lord, that is, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Head over all, Mark 12:28-30; 1 Corinthians 8:3-6; Ephesians 4:4-7; Colossians 2:1-23, www.alemattec.com/The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, is One LORD . . . .doc.  It was not therefore in the Apostles an independent and voluntary power given by the Holy Ghost.  Whatever might be the energy of the Holy Spirit in them, they did not cease to be servants (i.e.:  Slaves) and stewards of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, their Master, their Lord, their God, and they were to act in this character, acknowledging in their service the Lordship of Christ Jesus over all His creation, Mark 13:34.  Nevertheless, although it was power in a man, and that it was man who acted, so that He Who came as a servant -- to Minister (and a Man Who was Head and Who served, Matthew 20:28, although He was Son of God and Lord of all, Deuteronomy 6:1-5; Mark 12:28-30; Acts 10:34-48; Genesis 1:1-31; John 1:1-5; Acts 17:23-28; 1 Timothy 6:14-16; Ephesians 1:16-23; Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 22:44; Mark 12:36;  Luke 20:42; Acts 2:34; Genesis 15:2; 28:13; Psalm 69:6; Psalm 71:5; Amos 1:8; 9:5; 1 Samuel 4:4; 1 Samuel 17:45; 2 Samuel 5:10; 2 Samuel 6:2; 2 Samuel 7:26-27; 1 Kings 19:10, CONTINUED:  1 Kings 19:14; 1 Chronicles 17:24; Psalm 46:7; Psalm 84:3; Isaiah 3:15; Isaiah 21:10,) yet it was God who wrought, One and the same God the Father Who wrought all in all.  It is not the Trinity, properly speaking, Who is presented here in its Own character, but One only Holy Spirit, the Holy Ghost, acting in Christians, sent by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Messiah, the Christ of God, John 10:30; John 14:15-17; John 14:26; John 15:26-27; John 16:7-11; John 17:21-23, and God the Father, John 14:26; Galatians 4:1-7, the Father of Lights, James 1:17, acting in the gifts and by Whom the gifts were given.

It might have been supposed that the Holy Spirit was some vague influence, and that one must attribute everything to God the Father without recognizing the Holy Spirit as God.  However, these operations, which were attributed to God, Acts 19:6, are here attributed to the Holy Spirit, Acts 5:3-4.  Furthermore, it is added, that He, the Holy Spirit, distributes to each their faith as He Wills.  The Holy Ghost is not therefore an inferior Spirit, but a Spirit equal to, and at the same time under God the Father, as was and is God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, www.alemattec.com/The Trinity, God in three Persons -- God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Ghost . . . .doc.  Where He, the Holy Ghost works, it is God who works.  These operations in men are gifts distributed according to the Will of the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit being thus presented as acting personally in this distribution of these gifts of the Holy Spirit, and according to His Own Will, but One with the Will of God the Father and God the Son at the very same time.    

Miracles were done by Command by both the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Holy Apostles, and were instantaneous.  Miraculous healings were miracles by Command which were completed instantaneously.  The time of Miracles, of Miraculous healings known as Signs and Wonders, and speaking in tongues, is recorded in Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, in the Acts of the Apostles, which time has passed.  There are no more Miraculous healings.  There is no longer speaking in tongues.  People were healed in the early Church to declare the power and authority of the Lord Jesus Christ and His Apostles, presenting themselves in signs and wonders.  However, after the Lord Jesus Christ's resurrection, when the Apostles received the power of the Holy Spirit, power from on high, Luke 24:36-49, after the Apostles and those that had directly received this gift of the Holy Spirit by the hands of the Apostles had died, so too was the gift of Miraculous healings.  There is no mentioned whatsoever that others, outside of these had any such power, nor did they pass on to any others such powers.  Then, we have the Apostle James explaining healings in the early Church in James 5:14-15.

People who are Born Again Believers, those Called of God, the True Worshipers, those whom God calls the sons of God, are made sick by God's Chastisement, Isaiah 33:24; Matthew 9:2-5; John 5:14.


James 5:13-15
13 Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms.

Note:  Afflicted here in the Greek means:  I suffer evil, endure affliction.  To undergo hardship -- be afflicted, endure afflictions (hardness), suffer trouble.  Properly, experiencing painful hardship(s) (suffering) that seems to be a "setback," at the time, but really isn't (either physically, or emotionally).  Here the Apostle James is speaking of physical suffering, along with a corresponding spiritually suffering for the faith, which should be followed with prayer, because of tribulations, John 16:33 -- in which we are to glory, i.e.:  boast (Boast:  Here meaning, the high level of personal (self) interest given by the Holy Spirit which motivates this boasting.  This comes from a root word that means ("neck"), i.e. what holds the head up high (upright); figuratively, it refers to living with God-given confidence.), Romans 5:1-8.  In the Hebrew, boast means the same, but also means to celebrate, Psalm 34:1-2.  Where is a Christian's, a True Worshiper's boast, Romans 3:20-28?  A Born Again Believer's boast is in the Law of Faith, in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, alone, for their Salvation.   A Christian's boast is in the Righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe, upon the Righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

If  then he/she is happy because of their Christian faith, and the blessing provided by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, let him sing Psalms. 
14 Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:


Note:  Sick here in the Greek here means:  I am weak, (shown physically: then shown as morally sick,) I am sick.  To be ill, without strength -- to languish (Languish:  To continue for a long time without activity or progress in an unpleasant or unwanted situation.  To be or become feeble, weak, or enervated, (Enervated:  Weak and tired.  Lacking physical, mental, or moral vigor.  To become dispirited (Dispirited:  To deprive of morale or enthusiasm.  To assume an expression of grief or emotion appealing for sympathy) ). 
" . . . Pray over . . . "  In the Greek can mean over, but also can mean before, or in the presence of one as spectator, one who watches, or as an auditor (Auditor:  One who hears or listens, a person who hears (as in a court case) in the capacity of judge).  Also, pray over, can be used of "vicinity," i.e.:  of the place at, near, or by.

Anointing here in the Greek means:  I anoint:  Festively, in homage, medicinally, or in anointing the dead.  Properly, to rub or smear olive oil on the body.  The Greek word (aleíphō) is the ordinary term used for physically anointing the body with (olive) oil.  Anointing brought healing and relief, and hence became synonymous with gladness (festivity).  Thus, one anointed with oil usually would have olive oil applied to the face, to refresh a guest.  Coming in from a desert area, the face would be parched.  Oil (olive oil) softens the skin.  Olive oil was also applied to the feet to soothe and show honor (courtesy, respect).  Anointing shares a "penetrating comfort" to impart strength and healing which brings to the one thus anointed (joy).
The Jews anointed their hair and their faces every day, especially when about to depart from the house to move among their fellows. This anointing was omitted when they were sick and when they fasted, 2 Samuel 12:20; Matthew 6:16-18.  When an Apostle stood over a sick man to heal him by a touch or a word, he was about to send him out of his sick chamber, and just before the word was spoken that removed the illness from the man, the oil was applied.  It was, therefore, no more than a token or symbol that the man was restored to his liberty, and was from that moment to be confined to his chamber no longer.  (This oil was a token and a sign of his marvellous virtue: and seeing that the gift of healing has stopped a good while since, the ceremony of anointing which is yet carried on by some is of no purpose).  Oil (Olive oil) used for anointing was not as a medicine; otherwise there would have been no miracle in the cure.  Though it is certain, the Jews used anointing with oil medicinally in many cases, as the means of healing.  However, the Jews did not always succeed with their healings, as did the Apostles. 

Oil was used as a symbol of that miraculous power, not a medicament whereby they cured diseases.  This practice bears about the same relation to the Romish practice of “extreme unction, Viaticum, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anointing_of_the_Sick_%28Catholic_Church%29“ as the Lord's Supper does to the satantic Roman Catholic “mass,” or as a true Baptism by submersion does to the sprinkling of an infant. 
15 And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.
Note:  The Apostle James says, “And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up.”  Sick here, is a different word than in verse 14.  Sick here means in the Greek means:  I am weary, ill.  Properly, I have become weary.  To faint, from exhaustion, to be weary to the point of sickness; "spent," ready to collapse (especially from over-work), or from persecution.  See, Hebrews 12:3; Revelation 2:3.   The phrase “raise him up” means “to rouse, or waken from sleep, from sitting or lying, or  from disease.” The person we are talking about is gravely ill, or overworked to the point of complete exhaustion, weary, near fainting.  Such that this saving of the sick will allow him to “rise up,” because he could not before due to the illness, exhaustion, etc . . . .  Therefore, he calls for the Elders of the Church to come to him, because he/she cannot go to the Church.  This anointing with olive oil, would certainly be in accordance with providing physical relief to those Christians who had been persecuted, beaten, for the faith, i.e.:  the faith in the Lord Jesus Christ alone, as God and Savior, as were the Apostles, Acts 5:12-41; Acts 16:16-37; Acts 21:26-36; Acts 22:1-21; 2 Corinthians 11:10-33.  Someone praying for you does NOT Save you unto Eternal life.  Faith, by prayer, when two or more are gathered together in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Lord Jesus Christ, i.e.:  His Holy Spirit, is in the midst, Matthew 18:20, and the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much, James 5:16.  Prayer of faith, as it is faith, by prayer, by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Who alone, Saves:  Matthew 8:25; Luke 8:48; Luke 17:19; Luke 18:42; James 5:15; Matthew 9:21; Matthew 14:30;Mark 5:28; Mark 6:56; Acts 4:8-12.

This concerns someone who is gravely sick, weak, virtually on their death bed, or weary as unto death. If not, then the work of the Elders would be ruined as they would be forced to go to everyone’s home every week for all who were sick, including for every small infirmity, even the common cold that each Christian had, and would have the Elders running to and fro for those who are sick; no illness no matter how temporary or minor, would have some within the Church then calling on the Elders.  The role of an Elder is for spiritual leadership which takes an immense time for study, and it would not make sense for the Apostle James here with this one obscure statement to have changed that role into one of helping people with the common cold or the flu.  I believe we are dealing with serious sickness, an illness, a physical malady that is leading to death, or one of the Brethren having been persecuted for the faith, and because of this persecution the person is weary due to tribulation(s).  We have here BOTH physical and spiritual dealings as we have a prayer of faith, not of one who does NOT believe, but of a Born Again Believer, a True Worshiper, one Called of God.  The anointing with oil is physical.  The prayer of faith is spiritual.
If the Apostle James had used the other Greek word for anointing that refers to the Holy Spirit’s anointing of Christ, then this anointing oil would then be a reference to God using His power through the use of oil signified by the Holy Spirit.  However, this is NOT what is spoken of here by the Apostle James. 

The anointing of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Holy Spirit uses the Greek word:  chrió: To anoint.  I anoint, consecrate by anointing.

This anointing, chrió: To anoint.  I anoint, consecrate by anointing was done by rubbing or pouring olive oil on someone to signify or represent the flowing (empowering) of the Holy Spirit.  Thus, anointing (literally) involved rubbing olive oil on the head, etc., especially to present someone as Divinely-authorized, approved (appointed by God) to serve as Prophet, Priest or King, as illustrated in:  1 Kings 19:16; Leviticus 8:12; Psalm 133:2; 1 Samuel 10:1; 1 Samuel 16:13; 2 Samuel 2:4; 2 Samuel 5:3.

However, this is not the word the Apostle James (guided by the Holy Spirit who wrote all of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, 2 Peter 1:21) used.  Furthermore, to the first century reader, all the Apostle James was telling the Elders to do was make sure the person received proper medical attention, as oil (olive oil) was used for healing as a physical medicine.  To unite in prayer with the Born Again Believer, creating the simplest form of a Church, when two or more Born Again Believers gather together in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Matthew 18:19-20.

The Healing Power Of Olive Oil
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/barbara-hannah-grufferman/olive-oil-health-benefits_b_945506.html
http://www.health-today.org/olive-oil-types-health-benefits/
Some of Olive oils health benefits

Lowering the risk of heart disease

Lowering the risk of cancer

Reduction in the level of LDL (bad) cholesterol

Lowering of blood pressure

Decrease in blood sugar levels

Increase in the absorption of several vitamins including A, D, E, and K

Stimulation of the gall bladder to secrete bile, which helps to prevent gallstones
Promotes cellular growth, speeds healing, and helps the metabolism
Olive oil is also thought to slow aging, and the high amount of anti-oxidants to improve mental clarity and faculties.

Olive oil works wonders to soothe dry, chapped skin, and applying a mask of olive oil to treated, dried, or damaged hair rejuvenates it and makes it soft and shiny and easily managed. Olive oil soaps are gentle enough to use on a baby’s skin, and help keep skin soft and supple without drying.

Olive oil is used as a preservative on many foods such as:  tomato sauce, hot pepper sauces, fish, and many vegetables, such as stuffed eggplant. A favorite of many is the yogurt balls in olive oil. Olive oil is part of the Arab diet and used in many ways. Many Arabs have olive oil every morning for breakfast with humus, yogurt and dips. It is not only delicious, but extremely healthy.

Olive oil will alleviate muscle pains. You can warm the olive oil slightly and rub it on the pain. Olive oil is also a treatment for hemorrhoids, leprosy, pleurisy, skin diseases, dandruff, eczema, psoriasis, alopecia and fungal infections including ringworm, and it increases sexual desire.

Olive oil is great for the complexion as it makes it glow. When it is mixed with salt, the mixture can be used as a remedy for gum and teeth problems. Olive oil provides protection from poisons, helps in the digestions process, expels worms and makes the hair shiny and beautiful. Olive oil is also great for anti-aging and longevity.

Olive oil is a good treatment on boils, rashes, itching, mouth ulcers, allergic dermatitis, scars, boils and small pox. The olives them self, are used to rid the body of constipation and the leaves are smashed to rid excess perspiration. Ear aliments are alleviated by using the juice of the leaves mixed with honey. Olive oil used in the eyes will relieve inflammation.

Some doctors also recommend olive oil for the treatment of epilepsy. Olive oil is a good diuretic and therefore very good for the ridding of kidney stones. Olive oil will heal sinus problems and if mixed with barley water will rid the body of constipation.

It is stated, although not proven, that olive oil actually rids the body of gall bladder stones. It is good for intestinal inflammations and distress. Olive oil is also good for excess acidity and gas. It has been noted that people who take regular amounts of olive oil do not suffer from colds and the flu as much. 

Who is to take the first step here in James 5:14-15? The Elders do not take the first step and go to the ailing one. Rather, the person who is sick is to call for the Elders, being the one who initiates contact.  If one here was speaking of one being spiritually sick having backslide from the faith, then almost certainly, the Elders would be the ones who would initiate the visit to the wayward soul and encourage him/her to turn or return to the fold, the flock of the Great Shepherd, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Fallen away Christians, those who backslide from the faith, normally would have the Elders initiate the contact, calling on him/her who has backslidden (Backslidden:  To lapse morally or in the practice of religion.) to call them back to the Church.  Then, the Elder would normally be the ones who takes the initiative.  In the Lord Jesus Christ's parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin, and the Prodigal son, Luke 15:1-32, the shepherd has to go find the lost one, the lost sheep does not seek after the shepherd.

The woman who has lost one of the coins which she wore on her head to show she was engaged, seeks diligently for the coin.  The coins were the woman's dowry, worn as an ornament.  A single coin may not seem like such a loss, compared to a sheep.  However, this I believe, shows one of two, or maybe both reasons why, the loss to her was so great.  This was a very poor woman, who came from an extremely poor town.  This woman had nothing, no skills, no talent, nothing, but a few inexpensive coins to offer to her husband.  Coins, that were worth about a days wage each.  That the woman saved for just a purpose.  To proudly wear upon her head to show her engagement, to the man she loved so dearly, to the world.  Which, being so very poor was also an outward adornment, which made her much more attractive, like a woman today who wears makeup and lipstick.  Without these coins, she was bare, maybe plain, uncomely -- homely or plain, and she felt unattractive.  However, these coins made her feel special in a way that she had never the occasion to feel before, Ezekiel 16:8-14, which is a picture of a woman who when she had herself made up, showed her with a jewel on her forehead as if wearing a diadem, a crown, and this one who was uncomely, though was considered by her love as exceeding beautiful, through her comeliness (Comeliness:  Pleasurably conforming to notions of good appearance, suitability, or proportion.  Having a pleasing appearance, not one who is considered homely or plain,) as the coins gave her confidence that she did not have without them. 

Although in ancient times, marriages were often arranged, it appears here that she found her one love, the man she would give herself to completely.  Coming from a very poor village, being extremely poor herself with her family being likewise poor, to whom the loss of even a single coin of small value out of her little store was to her then a very serious matter, which immediately caused her panic.  This would be like a woman today that lost her engagement ring.  Also, since these coins were given as part of her dowry, which was money (or property) that a wife or wife's family gives to her husband when the wife and husband were married, this then was 1/10th of what she had to give to the one she loved.  Each coin, therefore, was precious to her.  

In the Middle East, it was a common custom that the woman wear all her engagement apparel, therefore, any wedding dowry she or her family saved for her she would normally wear. This quite often consisted of coins, jewelry, bracelets, anklets, and the like.  The Bedouin headdress combined a rectangular scarf of black silk georgette with a diagonally folded band. The thin scarf is draped around the head and under the chin so that the throat is covered. The folded band is tied squarely on the head so that it covers most of the forehead.  In Judea, a bride came to her husband with at least ten silver coins sewn round her head-band -- which was a minimum for engagement, and often more, including not only silver, but also gold coins.  When married, her husband knew just how many there were, for he could see them.  Indeed, these coins then belonged to him, as she did.  Creditors were not allowed to seize these personal coins on a man's wife’s head.  If a woman lost one of her coins, her husband immediately suspected her of a wrong use of them.  Her husband could find her then as unclean, finding no favor with him, that is a cause -- an act, her language, i.e.:  lying to him, because of mishandling or mismanagement of his books, business, or the care of her household, i.e.:  their children, Deuteronomy 24:1-4, and thus, her husband had the right to divorce her, as she would then be the opposite of a Proverbs 31:1-31 wife.  A Proverbs 31, (VERSE 16,) wife that considereth a field, and buyeth it: with the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard.  Instead of being frugal (Frugal:  Careful about spending money or supplies by not using things unnecessarily when you do not need to, but planning and using money or supplies in a very careful way.), and instead of being thrifty (Thrifty:  Managing or using money in a careful or wise way.) in her business and management of her household, if his wife hurt him financially, or if she harmed her husband's reputation, he could divorce her.  Thus, we see the urgency of this woman who was frantically sweeping, and sought diligently till she found the one missing coin; not just for the coin, but also for her beloved, her husband whose respect she might lose, and as well, for her home and shelter and respectability in society, and for her right to a safe and honorable place to live under the protection of her husband, and even perhaps for the right to her children.  We can then see the great rejoicing by this women when she had found the lost coin, her engagement coin:  Luke 15:9, "And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her neighbours together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found the piece which I had lost.".
Note:  Rejoice in the Greek here means:  To rejoice with, take part in another's great joy!  (Psalm 40:16; Psalm 70:4; Matthew 18:13; Luke 15:6; Luke 15:9; Philippians 4:4-13; 1 Corinthians 12:26; 1 Corinthians 13:4-10; Philippians 2:1-18).
Rejoice:  To feel or show that you are very happy about something, gladden (Gladden:  To be glad.).  (Glad:  The feeling of great pleasure, joy, or delight.  Being made glad, being pleased, satisfied, or grateful, being gladden caused by great happiness and joy).
Smadeh, is an embroidered cap with a stiff padded rim which had a row of coins, tightly placed against another, is placed around the top of the rim. Additional coins could be sewn to the upper part or attached to narrow, embroidered bands as though a diadem, a crown.  The smadeh represented the wearers bridal wealth, and acted as an important cash reserve. You might see a gap in the row of coins, and you could guess that an unexpected doctor’s bill has had to be paid, or that her husband who was away on a trip did not send money to cover necessities.
https://frmarkdwhite.files.wordpress.com/2009/10/smadeh.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/4/4a/Peasant_woman.jpg/440px-Peasant_woman.jpg

Bethlehem Girls in Traditional Clothing
http://www.museumsyndicate.com/item.php?item=48439

https://www.etsy.com/listing/152431592/vintagestyle-headpiece-headdress-rome?ref=sr_gallery_5&ga_search_query=coin+headdress&ga_order=most_relevant&ga_explicit_scope=1&ga_filters=baroque&ga_page=1&ga_search_type=all&ga_view_type=gallery

God the Father cares deeply for His Chosen, His Elect, the True Worshipers, those Born Again who were lost in the world (satan's family,) considering them as a lost coin, as one precious, who is uncomely -- plain, unattractive homely, having nothing to offer God, but precious to God as if a coin in a poor woman's dowry, John 17:11-13.  This reminds me of the Christmas song, little drummer boy.  The little drummer boy was poor, had nothing to offer but what God had given him, the ability to play a drum.  The boy plays for the Son of God, and the Son of God smiles on him, Bing Crosby & David Bowie - The Little Drummer Boy / Peace On Earth, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DiXjbI3kRus.  

Little Drummer Boy

Come they told me, pa rum pum pum pum 
A new born King to see, pa rum pum pum pum 
Our finest gifts we bring, pa rum pum pum pum 
To lay before the King, pa rum pum pum pum, 
rum pum pum pum, rum pum pum pum,

So to honor Him, pa rum pum pum pum, 
When we come. 

Little Baby, pa rum pum pum pum 
I am a poor boy too, pa rum pum pum pum 
I have no gift to bring, pa rum pum pum pum 
That's fit to give the King, pa rum pum pum pum, 
rum pum pum pum, rum pum pum pum, 

Shall I play for you, pa rum pum pum pum, 
On my drum? 

Mary nodded, pa rum pum pum pum 
The ox and lamb kept time, pa rum pum pum pum 
I played my drum for Him, pa rum pum pum pum 
I played my best for Him, pa rum pum pum pum, 
rum pum pum pum, rum pum pum pum, 

Then He smiled at me, pa rum pum pum pum 
Me and my drum.

"The Little Drummer Boy" (originally known as "Carol of the Drum") is a popular Christmas song written by the American classical music composer and teacher Katherine Kennicott Davis in 1941.  The Little Drummer Boy was recorded in 1955 by The Trapp Family Singers, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maria_von_Trapp#mediaviewer/File:Trapp_Family_Singers_1941.JPG, and further popularized by a 1958 recording by the Harry Simeone Chorale.  The Trapp Family Singers, whose life story provided some inspiration for Rodgers and Hammerstein in their musical The Sound of Music, recorded a song titled "Carol of the Drum" (identified on the Decca record jacket as a "Czech carol") prior to their 1955 retirement.


God the Father sends forth His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ to seek and to Save those that are lost, Luke 19:10.  God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth sends for His betrothed (Betrothed:  Engagement.  The person that someone has promised to marry), i.e.:  his future Bride -- His Church.  The Lord Jesus Christ's betrothed -- who is uncomely, plain -- having nothing to offer her love; to Christ Jesus, though, her future husband she is His love, a precious pearl, a pearl of great price which He sacrifices all He has and buys her with His Own blood, 1 Corinthians 6:15-20; 1 Corinthians 7:22-24, because she is precious to Him.  Indeed, to the Lord Jesus Christ she "His coin" is as a precious pearl, a pearl of great price that He gave all He has to purchase her, Matthew 13:44-48, His future Bride.  This future Bride of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, i.e.:  which is His Church, Christ Jesus sends out to find then His lost "coin(s)".  Even as God the Father has send the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth into the world (satan's family) seeking His "sheep, His coin(s)," so then does the Lord Jesus Christ send His future Bride, His Church, into satan's family (world) to seek His lost "coin(s)," John 20:21.  ESPECIALLY, the Lord Jesus Christ sends His Church to the House of Jacob, Israel first as the Jews were God's love, who betrayed God and acted the harlot, whore, and turned from her husband, God, and committed adultery with other "gods," and worshiped Baal; then to the lost "coin(s)" of the Gentiles -- those not of Israel, Deuteronomy 7:8; Jeremiah 31:3; Malachi 3:6; John 3:16; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-17.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth sends out His future Bride, His betrothed, His Church, to find them that are lost, and to do so out of urgency of one seeking to find a lost soul before it is damned to Hell forever; as each lost soul who is found, is as another "coin" which was lost was now found and sewn back into His future Bride's headdress.

The son, the Prodigal son, "dead and lost, dead in his trespasses and sins, God made alive, quickened, Ephesians 2:1-22, him who was lost in the world (satan's family)," but now found and returned to the Father (God).  
It is important to note, the coin is lost in the house, i.e.:  the Church, while the sheep strays from the fold, as does the Prodigal son.  The sheep is representative of a lost soul, a Christian that longs for its restoration to its true sphere and place in the Heavenly life and work for which it was created, as is the Prodigal son.  In other words the lost sheep and the Prodigal son are examples of one who has backslidden, gotten lost, and completely turned away from the flock.  The lost coin is an example of one who stays within the flock (the Church,) and backslides.


Returning now to the study of James 5:14, above, which is about physical oil.  Is anyone among you afflicted, suffering evil, properly, experiencing painful hardship (suffering) that seems to be a "setback"?  Is anyone cheerful?”  The context is dealing with both physical problems brought about possibly by spiritual problems, tribulation(s).  If he has committed sin, which has caused his physical illness, and is under God's chastisement, has backslidden, then by faith calling on the Elders, creating a simple Church, praying in faith, his sins are forgiven.  Note:  The Elders cannot forgive sin, as ALL sin is against God alone, and therefore ONLY God can forgive sins, Psalm 51:1-4.  Thus, it is NOT the Elders by whom the man/woman's sins are forgiven, NOR is it by any so called "priests," but by the man/woman's faith and the prayer of the man/woman who called upon the Elders, which then creates an instant Church.  The man/woman does NOT have to call upon the Elders, which creates an instant Church when brought together in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, in order to have his/her sins forgiven.  Repenting, turning from his/her sins, returning to the fold, by faith through prayer to God, according to God's Will, by faith alone in the forgiveness of his sins by the self-sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth on the Cross of Calvary, alone, Saves a man.  He is not Saved by prayers of the Elders, or others, including a "priest".  By calling on the Elders, this proves to the Church that the man is sincere in his repentance.  The Elders judge the man's sincerity, and his prayer, to either then bind or loosen him/her from their sins, Matthew 18:15-20.  Not that Elders or anyone else can declare by their will that a man is either bound or loosen from his sin, as the fake Roman Catholic system does.  They, the Elders simply declare, according to what Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, declares about one bound in his sin.  If he has repented, they then can declare that in his repentance, turning from his sin to be obedient to God's Holy Word, he is loosened from his sin no longer in bondage to his sin.  All sins are against God, and all sins are therefore ONLY forgiven by God by the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth of Himself on the Cross of Calvary, and by the Lord Jesus Christ's blood and Righteousness, and ONLY those Called by God the Father unto Eternal Life, John 5:39-40; Romans 3:11; John 6:37; John 6:44, are Saved.

If then, to argue that the Elders would or could heal you by putting oil on your head, then this establishes a situation common to the Roman Catholic "church".   That is, the false Roman Catholic "church" declares that you cannot have prayers answered directly from God, but instead need mediators -- Elders, their "priesthood" -- called in to pray over you as a lord over you, to stand between you and God.  We know that Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, tell us that there is only One Mediator between man and God, the man Christ Jesus, 1 Timothy 2:5.  If we need the Elders to be our mediator, for our spiritual healing, we OPENLY deny Holy Scripture, take the Lord Jesus Christ from His exalted place of the Sole Mediator between God and man, and the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Great Physician, Exodus 15:26; Isaiah 61:1-3; Matthew 9:10-13; Luke 7:1-50, and replace Him with mere men who die.  If this you do, then you have gone down the road of Roman Catholicism and have established yourself under an Old Testament "Priesthood," and therefore you deny Grace, 1 Kings 19:1-18; Romans 11:1-7; 2 Corinthians 1:12.

Note:  It is NOT a coincidence, that the Apostle Paul writes this Epistle to the Romans, who deny God's Grace, as they are in reality today, the Judaizers, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaizers, who came into Christianity as spies, false Brethren as false witnesses that speaketh lies, and that soweth discord among Brethren, and are before God as abominable, Proverbs 6:16-19; 2 Corinthians 11:25-27; Galatians 2:3-5; 2 Peter 2:1; Jude 1:4.  These Roman Catholics are in fact Baal worshipers, who in the early days of Christianity, as today, hated the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and came into Christianity as spies to destroy Christianity from within.  These Baal worshipers are not followers of the Commandments of God, and are as the Scribes and the Pharisees of old, but today come dragging their false "priesthood" into the Christian Church, John 14:15; 14:21; 14:23-24; Matthew 23:1-39.
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These Roman Catholics have been taught to worship contrary to God's Commandments, and the Lord Jesus Christ's Commandments, OPENLY REFUSING the Lord Jesus Christ's Command, "And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven."  The Roman Catholic "church," with their so called "pope" who sits on a throne, acting as those he is God, sits as the Scribes and Pharisees of old, declaring in fact the Old Testament Priesthood, as one who sits Moses' seat.  This man of sin, the “pope” comes teaching Salvation by works, forgiveness of sins by their "priesthood," and are indeed idol worshipers, seeking filthy lucre, i.e.:  money, and they dishonor, openly, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, holding him to open, i.e.:  public shame by keeping him "cursed of God, hanging on a tree, the cross, and in their satanic mass,” win which the "priests" calls down the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth to be sacrificed yet again, for the sins of "their people, Deuteronomy 21:22-23; Galatians 3:12-14; Hebrews 6:6; Hebrews 7:27; Romans 6:9-11", www.alemattec.com/Fiery serpents . . . .doc.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is NOT hanging on a Cross, held up openly, publicly as the Roman Catholics keep the Lord Jesus Christ on a Cross, but the Lord Jesus Christ sits at the right hand of God the Father in Glory, Mark 16:19; Luke 22:69; Acts 2:33; Acts 5:31; Acts 7:55; Acts 7:56; Romans 8:34; Colossians 3:1; Hebrews 10:11-13; Hebrews 12:2; 1 Peter 3:21-22.
www.alemattec.com/Baal worship, Babylonian worship by the Roman Catholic 'church'.htm, www.alemattec.com/Happy Resurrection Day!.doc.

Returning to our text of study, James 5:13-15, it is important to ask the question, why is there no other place in the New Testament where we see anointing with oil prescribed to Christians?  Those anointed with oil, olive oil, being healed by their prayer of faith, lifted up and encouraged by the Elders, and the man/woman who had called the Elders forgiven of any sin that may have led to the sickness, which WAS NOT HERE BEING DONE AS A MIRACLE.  Miracles required no oil, olive oil, to anoint a person with in order to assist in healing them.  When Dorcas, Tabitha, became sick in Acts 9:32-42, and died, why do we not read of her being anointed with oil to prevent her death, or to bring her back to life, with Elders praying over her? The Apostles, had Divine healing power, Acts 9:32-42.  The Apostle Peter here simply declared that Aeneas was healed in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Concerning Dorcas, Tabitha, the Apostle Peter first prayed.  Why did the Apostle Paul leave Trophimus (Trophimus, an Ephesian Christian, a friend of the Apostle Paul, Acts 20:4; Acts 21:29; 2 Timothy 4:20.) sick in Miletus in 2 Timothy 4:20 when the Apostle Paul could have applied anointing oil and had him healed? Why wasn’t Lazarus anointed with oil when he became sick so that he would not have died?  Why didn't the Apostle Paul have the Elders anoint him with oil for his thorn in the flesh?  Oil was used with sickness only as a traditional medicinal remedy, not for true miracles.

The Apostle James’ instruction is rather simple. When someone is seriously ill, members of the Church (the Elders who along with the sick man/woman make and instant Church) then pray with the one who is sick, all praying according to God's Will, and ensure that there is nothing that the person needs, making them as comfortable as possible by anointing with olive oil any wound that the person has been inflicted with. The one who is sick is to do what they can through the taking of medicine to overcome the illness, and receiving by faith that God would heal them both physically and spiritually, if indeed it was God's Will.  The use of the Elders shows how connected a local Church was to be, and how disconnect those that are called Churches are today.  If we think it odd to have the Elders of a Church being called during a grave illness, or because of being weary as unto death from tribulation(s,) then I believe it simply shows that what are supposed to be Churches, are not Churches, and there is no love then of the Brethren.

Here then is an example then of the Apostle Paul's suffering, as he was going blind, asking the Lord Jesus Christ three times to remove this ailment from him.  The Apostle Paul was weary with this long suffering, and called upon the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth to take this "messenger from satan, sent as a thorn in the flesh, i.e.:  as the Apostle Paul was going blind," sent to the Apostle Paul like the Apostle Peter who was to be sifted like wheat, both sent by satan to humble them, that they would use then this suffering to strengthen the Brethren, Luke 22:31-32.  All suffering by Christians is not for Chastisement, but at times is to humble them, and to Glorify God . . .

2 Corinthians 12:7-10
7 And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure.
8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.
9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.
Persecution, one being weary due to tribulation(s) could leave a person physically, and then even spiritually weak, discouraged, and feeling as though they are ready to give up.

What then is the purpose of anointing with oil, olive oil? "Anointing" here is not Ceremonial. A whole separate Greek word is used for Ceremonial anointing. This word for anointing, James 5:14, by the Apostle James is medicinal -- used medically, to sooth, treat, relieve, wounds, to assist in restoring one physically to health.  This word anointing would be akin in modern day English to "pour in, or pour upon."
Luke 10:30-37
30 And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead.

Note:  A parable is a story used to teach spiritual Truth.  It is not something that actually happened.  However, within a parable, you can refer to an actual person in order to teach a spiritual Truth.  When the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth spoke and said, "A certain man," this is NOT a parable, but an actual person.  Here, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is speaking of an actual person, Himself, as the Good Samaritan.
31 And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.
32 And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side.
33 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him,
Note:  Exodus 33:18-25; John 1:18; 1 John 4:12; Romans 9:15
34 And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him.

Note:  Pouring in, literally here in the Greek, properly "pouring on," which originally comes from, Genesis 28:18; Leviticus 5:11" a mixture of oil (olive oil) and wine (made from grapes).  Oil, olive oil, and wine, to refresh and strengthen the man.  This is metaphoric (Metaphor:  An object, activity, or idea that is used as a symbol of something else) by which, in general, is designed, to indicate the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, applied to the conscience of a wounded sinner, which cleanses from all sin, heals all his wounds and diseases of sin, cheers and revives fainting spirits, gives ease, peace, and pleasure, and is therefore exceeding valuable and precious.  Particular by "oil, olive oil " which is meant, the Grace of the Holy Spirit of God, which is compared unto it, for its sweet smell, its cheering and refreshing virtue and efficacy, and its cooling, softening, supplying, and healing nature, which was that which was spoken of the manna that came down from Heaven which tasted of fresh oil (olive oil) and bread made with honey to those who were the True Elect of God.  This manna that came down from heaven, was as wafers (bread) that tasted as "fresh oil, and as wafers (bread) made with honey, Exodus 16:1-15, 31; Numbers 11:6-9; John 6:1-71," that while on earth the Jews land was a land of oil olive, and honey, Deuteronomy 8:1-20.  By "wine," which refers to the Doctrines of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, such as free justification by the Lord Jesus Christ's righteousness, and pardon through the Lord Jesus Christ's blood, alone.  This fresh oil and wine (Wine being the fruit of the vine which was represented by the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Matthew 26:27-30, which is the New Covenant.) when applied to distressed minds, causes joy and gladness, and them to forget their sorrow, and remember their misery no more, www.alemattec.com/25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;.doc.  The pouring in (pouring on) of these, denotes the plentiful effusion of the Lord Jesus Christ's blood, and the riches of His Grace in the application of it, as well as the freeness and generousness of this action, which is the Lord Jesus Christ's Own blood, for which a man cannot do it.  It was usual with the Hebrews, the Jews, to mix both oil and wine together, for the healing of wounds.  Oil and wine were mingled together, and was used by pouring onto the sore of Circumcision in order to heal it.  ". . . and brought him to an inn, and took care of him."  Inn here comes from a root word in the Greek meaning:  To receive in a welcoming (receptive) way.  Warmly receptive, openly welcoming.  Thus, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth brought him to an inn, a welcoming place to take care of him.  The inn here is a representation of a Christian Church, where the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth guides, directs, and carries souls, nurtures and heals them, and provides for their Spiritual refreshing.  Saints are not at home in their proper city and country, they are travelers here on the earth, fellowcitizens with the Saints, and of the household of God, pilgrims on the earth, mere strangers, aliens, Ephesians 2:11-22; Hebrews 11:13; 1 Peter 1:1-2; 1 Peter 2:1-12, as the earth is not a Christians home, but Heaven is, where God abides.  True Worshipers, those Called of God, those Born Again are in need of spiritual refreshment by the way.  A True Church of the Lord Jesus Christ is therefore as a inn, which has room enough for as many as would come to it.  It is well stored with provisions agreeable to weary travelers.  This is where the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth brings His people, whom He both Saves and Calls.  It is the Lord Jesus Christ's Will that they should be in a Church, and it is the Lord Jesus Christ's Own Will to bring them there, and it is their great privilege to be thither brought.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth took care of him . . .  " . . . and took care of him."  Clothed him with the Lord Jesus Christ's Righteousness, fed him with the choicest of spiritual provisions, gave him reviving cordials of love, refreshing promises, exceeding great and precious ones, 2 Peter 1:4, and larger supplies of His Grace when they backslide, Romans 5:19-21, and with protection and preservation from all evils.

Luke 10:35

35 And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee.

Note:  The Apostle Paul, who tell us, specifically Bishops (Elders) and Deacons to be a follower (Follower in the Greek meaning properly, imitator.  Imitate me says the Apostle Paul, 1 Corinthians 4:15-17; 1 Corinthians 11:1-3; Philippians 3:17) as one who imitates another, who follows or tries to exactly replicate the one he/she is imitating, here, the Apostle Paul imitates the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  The Apostle Paul who follows always the example (imitates) the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, says do exactly as I do, follow me, imitate me, as I imitate, follow the Lord Jesus Christ.  If I said to you, be you a follower of John Wayne, that is imitate him, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9O8oLqY2sxo, when John Wayne, says, "pilgrim," then you would need to try and say pilgrim exactly as John Wayne did.  Or, as one who imitates or does impersonations of Johnny Cash like his performance in San Quentin Prison, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EQWYc3_vE0I, or here, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1t7qQu3xRIM, and imitated by Joaquin Phoenix singing Walk the Line http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8duZ6m6WJ90, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T4bsIzsDNLs, in the movie Walk the Line.

Therefore, when the slave Onesimus ran away from his master, his owner -- Philemon, the Apostle Paul writes to Philemon, and asks that ANY cost that Onesimus caused Philemon due to his running away, to charge to the account of the Apostle Paul, Philemon 1:17-19. 

Note:  The host , Luke 10:35 above, are the Ministers, who hold the Office of Bishop, an Elder along with Deacons.
36 Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves?

Note: " . . . neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves?"  Thieves, were the religious leaders of the day, the Scribes and the Pharisees, Job 24:13-15; Isaiah 1:23; Matthew 24:42-44; Luke 12:39; John 10:1; John 10:10; Matthew 21:13; Mark 11:17; Luke 10:30; Luke 10:36; Luke 19:46; John 10:8; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, which were the Judaizers that came into the Christian Churches and eventually overtook them, which eventually became the Roman Catholic "church," and now includes the harlots like their "mommy," the "mother church," the Roman Catholic "church" being the "Mother 'church') she is the mother of harlots, Revelation 17:1-6.  These harlots, those formerly called Protestant (those who protested the false teaching of the Roman Catholic "church") "Churches," now sell themselves like "mommy" for filthy lucre, money. 

Luke 10:37  
37 And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.
The Good Samaritan, i.e.:  the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, using a parable about Himself, used "oil, olive oil" (same Greek word) and wine, to pour upon and into the wounds of the injured man, or a mixture of the two and gave the man to drink.  Olive oil and wine being poured upon a person feels very good and actually can encourage the one feeling sore and down, as well it has been proven to promote physical healing of wounds.  A rub or massage with oil, olive oil (and wine) will bring blood to an injured area to promote healing physically, but is represented as shown above for the True Worshipers, those Called of God, shown compassion by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. 
Indeed, this appears to be, in James 5:13-15, someone who has suffered for the faith and in this state of affliction is weak, and is near to death, weary. The men, the Elders, are praying over him, that is near or by him, as he struggles with prayer, giving the man spiritual encouragement, strengthening him spiritually, and also giving treatment with olive oil to his beaten muscles and tissue. "Oil" is symbolic of the Holy Spirit in Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, and surely there is spiritual implication here to their rubbing this man, pouring upon the man oil, and spiritually encouraging him, by the power of the Holy Spirit which brings him back into spiritual strength, so that he is no longer "sick," that is, "weak." 
In James 5:15, the term "sick" meaning weak, wearied, faint (spiritually,) is found here and only two other places in the New Testament:

Hebrews 12:3
3 For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.

Revelation 2:3
3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.
Thus, James 5:15 is a person who has become spiritually weak, weary, and or faint from suffering affliction expected of a Christian in a hostile world system.  A Christian needs to keep his focus on the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and waiting for his reward.  When he is being overcome by the world (satan's family,) he then is to call on the Elders, those spiritually strong in the Christian faith, who can help him with physical restoration, and in praying with him, and thus give him spiritual encouragement.
The Apostle James does not say the oil "shall save".  Oil is but a symbol.  Olive oil in the East, and especially among the Jews, was much used as a curative, medicinal, agent.  Oil was, and is also, a sign of the Divine Grace.  
Miraculous cures were done in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ  " . . . in the name of the Lord (Jesus Christ of Nazareth), " by Whom alone all the miracles in the New Testament were performed.  Men were but the instruments of Miraculous cures.
" . . . anointing him with oil . . . "  The usage which the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth committed to His Apostles was afterwards continued with laying on of hands, as a token of the highest faculty of medicine in the Church.  To declare to others the miraculous gift of instantaneous healing today, which has been withdrawn, as instantaneous healings during the time of the Apostles has completely ceased, then to use it today as a sign -- where the reality is wanting, is simply an unmeaning superstition.  Compare other uses in Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, either discontinued traditions or by Command of an Apostle, and Apostolic usages now discontinued rightly, 1 Corinthians 13:8-12; 1 Corinthians 16:20, Hebrews 7:5-12.  Let them use oil (Olive Oil, representative of the Holy Spirit) to help physically and also as representative of the Holy Ghost spiritually, who with their shared prayers, praying always according to God the Father’s Will, to assist one weak, www.alemattec.com/False religions pray through many words (repetition).  Prayer beads are used to count the repetitions of prayers, chants, or devotions . . . .doc, as the Elders, Bishops were NOT allowed to lord it over others, but to assist by example, Acts 20:28; Matthew 20:20-28; 1 Thessalonians 5:11-13; 2 Corinthians 1:23-24; 1 Peter 5:1-7, him who is sickly, giving spiritual encouragement, for the sick, the wearied, the faint, and if the Lord Willing he/she would recover.  Let those who cannot do this, following God’s Holy Word, abstain from using the empty sign which is then mere superstition.

" . . . if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him."  That is, where sickness is sent by God as a punishment for some particular sin, that sin shall be pardoned, and in token thereof the sickness shall be removed, by the prayer of faith, if is be God's Will.  The spiritual sin would be forgiven him/her, and would "Save" the man/woman from the sin, in other words, the sin by the prayer of faith would be forgiven, but the physical illness might remain.  The sin caused a physical illness, that is, the penalty for the physical illness would remain, say a STD until appropriate medical care was to relieve it.  During the time of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and the times of the Apostles, the STD or any other cause of the illness by the hands of the Apostles would be Miraculously cured, and the underlying cause spiritually, the sin forgiven, if it was God's Will.  As when the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth said to the impotent man, the man who was physical weak, as in James 5:14, Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.  Thus, it is intimated that some particular sin was the cause of his sickness, John 5:1-15.  The healing of the impotent man was immediate, not weeks later through medicine.
Sin is both the root of sickness and the sting of it.  If sin be pardoned, either affliction shall be removed in mercy or we shall see there is mercy in the continuance of it.  When healing is founded upon pardon, we may say as King Hezekiah did,

Isaiah 38:1-22, 
17 Behold, for peace I had great bitterness: but thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption: for thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back.
 
Those performing these signs and wonders, true miracles, by the Lord Jesus Christ and His Apostles, in the first century Christian Church, they did not do so for the purpose of enhancing themselves financially—unlike the wealthy “faith-healers” of today.  When the Apostle Peter encountered the lame man, he freely healed him, as God uses that which is weak to show man His Glory, Acts 3:1-26.

The miracles of the Holy Bible were done in the presence of credible witnesses—even hostile observers.  When the Lord multiplied the loaves and fishes, possibly feeding some 50,000 people or more, as they counted only the men, this was witnessed by all, as the Lord Jesus Christ first fed the 5,000 (men,) then the 4,000 (men), Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:30-44; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-15; Matthew 15:29-39.

Truly then, the signs validating Christianity proven by Miracles, were not or was not “ . . . was not done in a corner.” Acts 26:9-26.  Genuine miracles were not slow, progressive processes.  Genuine miracles produced instantaneous effects, Mark 10:52; Acts 3:1-7.  In the New Testament, one never reads such statements such as the Apostle Peter, the Apostle James, the Apostle John, or the Apostle Paul prayed for him, and within three weeks he was cured. Yet, such testimonies are common among the devotees of modern charlatans who claim to be "called to heal the sick". 
True miracles must be subject to sense perception. Able to see, feel, taste, touch, etc . . .  The water that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth turned into wine could be smelled and tasted, John 2:1-11.
The Apostle Thomas could feel the prints of the nails in the hands of the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, John 20:24-31.  The restored ear of the high priest’s servant, which the Apostle Peter had cut off, could be seen as being healed, Matthew 26:46-52; Mark 14:42-50; Luke 22:47-53; John 18:1-14.
The signs and wonders of the Apostles in the Holy Bible were objective demonstrations, not subjective speculations.  Actual signs must be independent of secondary causes. There must be no possible way to explain the miracle in a natural fashion.  Can the miracles of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Apostles be explained in any natural fashion?  No, simply put, they cannot.  It cannot be argued that the blind man of, John 9:1-41, was psychosomatically afflicted, for the man had been born in that condition.  How can a perfectly restored ear, that had been amputated by the Apostle Peter, cut off with a sword, Matthew 26:46-52; Mark 14:42-50; Luke 22:47-53; John 18:1-14, be explained by current processes of these so called "faith healers"?  As many claim that there are Apostles today.  Really, why do we have hospitals, then?  There should be no Baptist hospitals, no Presbyterian Medical Centers, etc . . . .  All in those places should be instantaneously healed by the so call "modern day Apostles".  As the time of miracles, the time of the true Apostles, passed, so did the signs and wonders, the miracles performed by the Apostles and those they layed hands upon giving them the special powers of the Holy Spirit to heal.  Modern day "so called Apostles, or 'faith healers' are deceitful workers, 2 Corinthians 11:10-14." 

A genuine miracle will generate more than a superficial and temporary interest; it will have an abiding effect. The miracles of of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Apostles were never denied during the Apostolic age nor the ages beyond.
Who can remember a single “miracle” that any of those claiming to be "faith healers" today have performed?  The so-called modern day "miracles" do not meet the criteria above. These so called "miracles" performed by "faith healers," and by those in the Roman Catholic "church," to make those they claim to be "saints," must therefore be rejected and explained upon some other basis -- most often deception.

In the early Church, when Miraculous gifts were imparted by the laying on of hands by the Apostles, as was laying on of hands for those that spoke in tongues, Acts 19:1-7, 1 Corinthians 14:21-23 "as a sign to unbelievers, i.e.:  the Jews," one of these was the gift of healing, also called "a mighty work, Acts 6:8; 2 Thessalonians 2:9; Matthew 13:54; Matthew 14:2; Mark 6:14; 1 Corinthians 12:28; Galatians 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:8-12; Mark 6:5; Mark 9:39. In most early Churches founded by the Apostles one of the Elders would have this Miraculous gift of healing. There is no more reason for this gift of healing in our time, than of any other Miraculous gifts that are no longer.  This passage, then, describes what was peculiar to the early Church. The sick or weary, or one who physically had suffered for the faith, were anointed by the Elders with oil, a symbol of the Holy Spirit, along with the laying on of hands, and prayer offered, Mark 6:13; Isaiah 1:6; Luke 10:34. 
In the times of Miraculous healings (in the days of the early Church,) the sick, wounded, weary, were to be anointed with oil in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  This anointing with oil (olive oil) was representative of the Holy Spirit, and the Elders praying with the man/woman who had called for the Elders in faith, as the the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth (Availeth:  Faith to overcome.  Properly, embodied strength that "gets into the fray" (action), i.e. engaging the resistance.  Having strength, am strong, am in full health and vigor, am able.  I prevail, as in 1 John 5:4.) much, James 5:16.  When the Apostolic miracles ceased, these miracles of instantaneous (immediate) healings also ceased.
Yes, the Roman Catholics indeed have made a sacrament of this, which they call the Extreme Unction. They use it -- supposedly, not to heal the sick, as it was used by the Apostles, but as the Roman Catholics do to most Truth, and generally run counter to the Truth of Holy Scripture, in things, so here they ordain that this should be administered only to such as are at the very point of death.  The Roman Catholic "priest," then to make sure that their "child" (As these "priests" who hate the Lord Jesus Christ, and go directly against the Lord Jesus Christ's direct Command, as these "priests" have men call them "father,") gets sent to Hell, there "priests" did, as did the Jews, who converted others to their false system of worship of idols, and Baal worship, etc . . . did to their followers;  That is the Jewish Priesthood, that honor God with their mouths only, but their hearts were far from God, they would make one a proselyte, i.e.:  to converted their disciples to their false Baal worship but all the while claiming they were worshiping Jehovah God.  Then here too, Roman Catholic "priests" who as the Scribes and Pharisees hated the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, have refused to keep His Commandments, and by Extreme Unction make sure their unknowing disciples are on there way to Hell, and make their convert twice more the child of hell than themselves, Matthew 23:15, as did the Jewish Priesthood.

The Apostle's anointing was in order to heal the disease.  The popish anointing is for the expulsion of the relics of sin, and to enable the soul (as they pretend) to better to be able to combat with the "prince of the powers of the air, satan".  When they cannot prove, by any visible effects, they would have people to believe that the invisible effects are very wonderful.  It is surely much better to omit this anointing with oil than to turn it quite contrary to the purposes spoken of in Holy Scripture.  As Miraculous healings of the Apostles, and those they had anointed as Elders with the special gift of the Holy Spirit by the laying on of hands, with Miraculous instantaneous healings, also called "mighty works" has ceased, so too have other miraculous gifts which have ceased as well.
Note:  This form of healing, calling on the Elders, was not commonly used -- not even in the Apostolic age.

Therefore, this begs the question, why, then, are there a few people so anxious to implement faith healing today?  They go against the teachings of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, and place themselves as "the healer," not being an Elder, and not having been called by faith by the afflicted person according to Holy Scripture, and present themselves to others, to seek to be a "healer."  This practice described by the Apostle James in James 5:14-15 has not been within the True Churches, those Protestant Churches that opposed the error of the Roman Catholic "church's" false teachings for hundreds and hundreds of years, yea many centuries now, some two thousand years.  Allowing, and not following, imitating, the same error as the Roman Catholic "church," many Churches that were once truly Protestant (Protestant:  One who protests the teachings of the Roman Catholic "church,") have fallen in error, like their Mommy, "the Mother church," and are like their mother -- harlots, Revelation 17:1-18 , as she is the Great Whore.  Yes, I suppose it could be that some are very sincere, wanting to do the Lord’s Will, but not having studied Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, they do err, not knowing the Scriptures, Matthew 22:29.  Therefore, misunderstanding the nature of this passage, those openly go against God's Holy Word, the Holy Bible. On the other hand, it may be the case that a few within the Churches today are simply looking for a new experience of some sort, having grown tired of what they perceive as “traditional” service to God.  They then seek a novel way, that draws attention to themselves, claiming to do all for God while going against God's Word. 
Therefore, what's the Final Conclusion?
There is no alleged miracle being performed today by Pentecostals, or those of a similar other so called “Christian churches," that simply have not or cannot be duplicated by various cults and non-Christian sects.  Those who practice Christian Science, Yoga, Mormonism, Roman Catholicism, Transcendental Meditation, Psychic Healing, Scientology, New Age Crystal Healing, etc . . ., all make claim of the same type of signs and healings as the Pentecostals.  In fact, more than 20 million Americans annually report mystic experiences (including healing) in their lives, Psychology Today, 1987, page #64.

Since the Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible, clearly teach that the purpose of miracles, as evidenced in the Holy Bible, was to confirm the message proclaimed by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Apostles, and those that they, the Apostles, hand picked, who were Born Again Believers, to speak, translate, and to heal others was to validate the Christian system, i.e.:  to prove Who the Lord Jesus Christ was as the Son of God, and those hand chosen as His Apostles, and those who were hand chosen, i.e.:  ordained to be Believe, Luke 6:13; John 6:70; Acts 2:47; Acts 8:9-25; Acts 13:48, were then hand chosen by the Apostles as Elders or Deacons, and healers, teachers, etc . . . .  So, does the multiple alleged examples of supposed miracle-workings by those of the Roman Catholic "church," and the Pentecostals, and other pseudoChristian "churches" indicate that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has then authenticated all of these other woefully contradictory systems shown above?  Think of the implications of that— the confusion, especially in light of the Apostle Paul’s affirmation that God is not the author of confusion:

1 Corinthians 14:33
33 For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.
There is indeed abundant evidence that genuine miracles were performed by Divinely appointed persons in the first century, but there is no proof whatsoever that such wonders are being replicated in the modern day Church.


No man can give the Holy Spirit by the laying on of his hands today, as was done by the Apostles.  We should use our best endeavors to prophesy, to speak the Truth of God according to Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, to instruct those for whom we pray.  Simon Magus, the sorcerer, Acts 8:9-25, was ambitious to have the honor of an Apostle, but cared not at all to have the true Spirit and disposition of a Christian.  Simon Mangus was more desirous to gain honor to himself, and make money off of people, than to do good to others.  The Apostle Peter shows him his crime.  Simon Mangus, like those who follow the error of Balaam today in the "churches," hawking the Word of God, esteemed the wealth of this world, as if it would answer for things relating to the other life in Heaven, and would purchase the pardon of sins for himself and others, by the gift of the Holy Ghost, and Eternal Life. The Deacon Philip had Preached the Gospel, and Baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and had wrought miracles, yet Philip did not lay on hands, in order that persons who there had been Saved might receive the extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost, as this was peculiar to the Apostles alone, and therefore the Apostles Peter and John came down for this very purpose, when they heard of the success of Philip's ministry.  Thus, the Apostles Peter and John came down and Preached Christ unto them:  that the Lord Jesus Christ was come in the flesh, that this same Jesus of Nazareth was the Messiah, God's Christ, and that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was indeed the very Son of God in human form, and that the Lord Jesus Christ alone was the Savior of men.  That the Lord Jesus Christ by His obedience, sufferings, and death, had wrought righteousness, procured peace and pardon, and obtained Eternal Life and redemption for His people.  That this same Christ Jesus was dead, buried, and was risen again, and had ascended into Heaven, and was set down at the right hand of God the Father, where this Lord, God, and Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth ever lived to make intercession for his Saints, and would come again a second time to be the Judge who would judge both the quick (Quick:  Those Born Again) and the dead.  

The Baptism of adult Born Again Believers presupposed "the renewing of the Holy Ghost," Titus 3:5-7; 1 Corinthians 12:13, of which the profession of faith had to be taken for evidence.  This communication of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of the Apostles' hands was clearly a superadded thing, and as it was only done on occasion, so it was invariably attended with miraculous manifestations, Acts 10:1-48, Acts 19:1-7  when it was done, where it followed the laying on of hands of the Apostles.  In those cases, an important object was served by it -- the sudden appearance of a body of Born Again Baptized disciples in Samaria, here in Acts 8:12, both men and women believe and were Baptized, by the agency of one who was not an Apostle, i.e.:  the Deacon Philip, requiring then the presence and power of Apostles to perform their special part as the Divinely appointed founders, who are the foundation of the Christian Church, Revelation 21:14.  Additionally, too, was the spectacle exhibited of reunited again one of the 12 Tribes of Israel that had been so openly shunned by the Jews, back together, where now both Jew and Samaritan, united as one again, in Christ Jesus.  Indeed, these Samaritans had been born of water and the Spirit, John 3:5, were Born Again Believers who had been Baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, but they had not yet received that Baptism of the Holy Spirit, given by the laying on of hands by the Apostles, which conferred Miraculous powers. This was bestowed by Apostolic prayer and the laying on of hands. It is supposed, not on all, but on those selected for to be Teachers and Preachers there among the Samaritans.  The laying on of hands and giving to others Miraculous powers was part of that miraculous supremacy of the Apostles, that they could not communicate to any successor.  This anointing of the Holy Spirit was manifested in temporary gifts, which have passed away with the Apostles passing, and when the Book of Revelation was completed, i.e.:  speaking with tongue and other powers.  

When they the Apostles heard it, they sent unto them the Apostles Peter and John, Acts 8:14. If the Apostle Peter had been, as some say, especially the Roman Catholic "church," that the Apostle Peter was "the prince of the Apostles," then it would follow that the Apostle Peter would have sent other Apostles, John 13:16.  Or, if the Apostle Peter was in charge, he might have gone himself of his own accord.  However, the Apostle Peter was so far from this that he submitted himself to an order of the Apostles, and, as a servant to the body, went whither they, the other Apostles, sent him. Yes, the Apostles sent two Apostles considered the most eminent, to Samaria, . To encourage Philip, to assist him, and strengthen his hands.

Of the nine gifts mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12:8-12, the Apostle Paul selects three to illustrate his argument. Significantly, all three were related directly to the revealing of God’s Will to man. The Apostle Paul affirms that Prophecies, future revelations by God to man, shall be done away, tongues -- speaking in unknown languages -- shall cease, knowledge (i.e., supernatural knowledge, first hand knowledge given by the Holy Spirit, given directly to the Apostles, and then to those the Apostles had laid hands on to receive,) shall be done away.  It is wonderfully, perfectly clear, therefore, that these three gifts (and by implication all the "True Miraculous gifts" here mentioned) were not designed to be a permanent fixture within the Christian Church and HAVE PASSED AWAY.
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Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
www.Alemattec.com 
Page #76 of 76

