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I was reminded of a discussion I had with an Indian nun some 30 years ago. She worked for the Missionaries of Charity—Mother Theresa’s order—and she explained to me how the previous night a man had come in with a festering wound in his leg.
www.alemattec.com/Was Mother Teresa actually sort of a jerk . . .  Yes, but more than just a jerk.doc
The nun told me of her own shame when she found it difficult to clean his wounds. She could not bear the horrible smell.

She told me that it was difficult to see Jesus in the ugly and diseased—to see Jesus as ugly and diseased.

I later became aware of some of the nun’s fellow sisters who would drink the water used to wash wounds like those of the man with the festering leg. The hagiographies of the saints are filled with such stories: they challenge our sensibilities, however compassionate we may feel toward the sick and suffering.

Note:  Yes, not only do they challenge the sensibilities, but they are unChristian.  This is made up "religion," having nothing at all to do with Christianity.  It is confusion, taught as is the confusion of the Roman Catholic "churches" teaching on their false doctrine of transubstantiation.  Transubstantiation, according to the Roman Catholic "church" is literally "eating" and "drinking" the body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.
www.alemattec.com/Communion and transubstantiation . . . .doc
www.alemattec.com/Why were the Protestants forefathers burned to the stake.doc

Is this "pope" simply a liar and a fake?  Let's see what was written a month before . . .

October 4 (2013) 
Saint Francis of Assisi
Mystic, Peacemaker
1226

One day Francis met a man with leprosy and was so appalled by the disease that he turned away. Then he realized that Christ is present in the poorest person, so he turned back to the man and served him, even kissed him. From then on, Francis gave his life to those who were poor and marginalized. In the process, he decided to become as poor as possible, to wed "Lady Poverty." He slept outdoors and in caves, served those who were hungry and sick, led prayer services, and fixed broken churches. Others soon joined him, and the order of "Friars Minor" eventually was formed.

When officials demanded a rule for his order, Francis opened his missal three times at random to the words: "If you will be perfect, go, sell what you have, and give to the poor." "Take nothing for your journey." "If anyone wishes to come after me, let them deny themselves, take up the cross and follow me." These Gospel verses became his rule.

Francis knew up close the sins, domination, and corruption of the Church, but he loved it. He thought the best way to change priests and bishops was to call them to God. Once he was urged to condemn a priest who was living with a woman and their children. When he went to the famil's home and met the priest, he bent down and kissed the man's feet.

Francis did far more than love animals, preach to the birds, and build the first nativity cr?che. He renounced violence and war, and announced that he and his followers would be people of nonviolence and peace. In his most dramatic episode, he joined the crusades, not as a warrior but this time as a practitioner of Gospel nonviolence. In 1219, he began a year-long, unarmed walk right through a war zone from Italy to northern Africa, where he managed to meet the Sultan, Melek-el-Kamel, the leading Muslim of the time. Before the meeting, Francis begged the Christian warrior commander, Cardinal Pelagius, to stop the killings and the wars. The Sultan was so impressed by Francis' kindness and gentleness, that he announced, "If all Christians are like this, I would not hesitate to become one." He offered Francis gifts and a large sum of money, but Francis turned it all down.

Francis' journey through the war zone to meet the Muslim leader is the equivalent of traveling to Iraq today. Instead of killing the Sultan, he loved the Sultan and proved himself a true practitioner of Gospel nonviolence. Cardinal Pelagius, on the other hand, reflected the culture's ongoing justification of war and killing, even in the name of Jesus. He was no different than the priests, military chaplains, bishops, and cardinals today who support war, the bombing of Iraqis, and the maintenance of weapons of mass destruction. He refused to hear Francis' call to conversion and nonviolence, just as many church leaders today refuse to hear the call.

Note:  Here is more drivel (Drivel:  to talk stupidly and carelessly):

Yet it was there, in that spiritual darkness, that Francis plumbed the depths of contemplative nonviolence. "My Lord Jesus Christ," he prayed, "grant me two graces before I die. The first is that during my life I may feel in my body as much as possible the pain which you, dear Jesus, sustained in the hour of your most bitter passion. The second is that I may feel in my heart, as much as possible, the excessive love with which you, Son of God, were inflamed to willingly endure such suffering for us sinners." He spent long days on the mountaintop reflecting on the martyrdom of Jesus.

One morning in 1224, a seraph with six wings flew toward him. Up close, Francis realized it was a vision of the Crucified Christ. All of a sudden, Francis was filled with both intense pain and a universal, sacrificial, unconditional love for the whole human race. Rays of light shot out from Christ's wounds and, after the vision, Francis discovered the stigmata on his body. After months of suffering, he asked to be taken back to Assisi where he died outside the Portiuncula on October 3, 1226. Recent scientific studies of his bones concluded that Francis suffered from both leprosy and starvation.

Bill McNichols first visited Assisi and La Verna on a snowy winter day. He thought about Francis in poverty, walking in the snow, freezing yet praising God for the snow. In the first icon, "St Francis, Wounded Winter Light," Francis points to God in the snow with a reverence for nature. He is a beggar, suffering from the cold, bearing the wounds, gesturing in prayer, beseeching God for the gift of peace. He is neither powerful, proud, rich, or violent.

The second icon shows Francis receiving the stigmata from the crucified seraphic Christ. The mountains of Taos, New Mexico, stand in the distance. This icon was commissioned by the Church of St Francis of Assisi in Ranchos de Taos, New Mexico, which Georgia O'Keefe made famous by her paintings. It now hangs over the back door of the Church, so that parishioners in the beautiful, historic church head out into the world thinking about Francis and Jesus.

'We have only just begun to practice the Gospel," Francis told his followers as he died. Today we hear Francis tell us to embrace simplicity and poverty, serve those who are poor and needy, live in peace and nonviolence, love one another including our enemies, spend our days in contemplative prayer, and be devoted servants of Jesus and his Gospel. "While you are proclaiming peace with your lips," he wrote, "be careful to have it even more fully in your heart." He once explained, "If you own possessions, you need weapons to protect them and so we do not own anything and we are at peace with everyone."

Francis' logic points the way toward personal, social, and global justice and peace If each one of us practiced Gospel simplicity, voluntary poverty, and downward mobility, like Francis, we would share the world's resources with one another, have nothing to fear from others, and live in peace with everyone. If the whole world, especially the First World nations, practiced the Franciscan ethic of social justice and nonviolence, hunger and warfare would end. The United States comprises only 4% of the world's population, yet it controls over 60% of the world's natural resources. It maintains the world's largest arsenal of weapons, including 20,000 nuclear weapons, theoretically to prevent other nations from taking back the resources we have stolen from them. If we applied Francis' Gospel ethic toward ourselves, we would return the natural resources to the world's poor; relinquish the world's oil fields to their rightful owners, including Iraq; dismantle our nuclear weapons; and live in peace with everyone. In the process, we would learn, like Francis, to trust the God of peace.

Francis is not just for the birds. His life example and witness hold the key to the solutions of all the world's problems. He may be the greatest of Jesus' witnesses.


Note:  Those who have, who have worked for and been blessed by God with bounty, are to give up what we have, i.e.:  voluntary poverty, and be like the Marxist "pope" Francis, we would then "live in peace with everyone".
www.alemattec.com/Pure, unpure, Clean, unclean, Holy, unholy, 'pope' Francis 1, and Barack HUSSEIN Obama, do the will of their father who was a liar and murderer from the beginning . . . .doc 


2 Thessalonians 2:1-15

1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him,

2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.

3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.

5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things?

6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time.

7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.

8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:

9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,

10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.

11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:

12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:

14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.

Note:  "Therefore, brethren, stand fast, . . ."  in the Greek means:   I stand fast, persevere.  To keep one's standing.  To be stationary, i.e. (figuratively) to persevere -- stand (fast).  Absolutely to persevere in godliness and rectitude in one's fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Gospel.



Exodus 14:13
13 And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever.


1 Kings 8:11
11 So that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud: for the glory of the Lord had filled the house of the Lord.



1 Corinthians 16:13
13 Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.
Note:  Quit here in the Greek means:  I act like a man, am brave.  To show oneself a man, be brave.  To act manly.  Behave like a man, as a full-grown, mature man; (figuratively) to be responsible and courageous.  


Galatians 5:1
5 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.




Philippians 1:27-28

27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;

28 And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is to them an evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that of God.


Philippians 4:1
4 Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.


1 Thessalonians 3:8
8 For now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord.


2 Thessalonians 2:15
15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.


Habakkuk 1:12 
12Art thou not from everlasting, O Lord my God, mine Holy One? we shall not die. O Lord, thou hast ordained them for judgment; and, O mighty God, thou hast established them for correction.

-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
www.Alemattec.com 
