If all we knew of our world was white, then that would be all we knew.  In such a place, we would not be able to discern or contrast nor be able to make a comparison.  That is, we would not be able to compare and contrast against that which was white.  This is true if all that we knew was black.  We wouldn't be able to compare and contrast anything against the blackness . . . .

Man in his sin lives in the world of black, but doesn't know it as this is all he has ever known.  He is comfortable in his black (darkness) and actually loves it.  Not being able to compare and contrast his situation, he accepts it totally as "the way it is" not knowing there is a better place.  Even when he has heard of another place his sinfulness keeps him in his black, dark world.  People actually "glory" in their dark blackness and speak boldly against their Maker, Jehovah God, saying judgment is far from us . . . and things have continued since the beginning of the world the same and thus "justice" will never overtake us:

Isaiah 59:8-10

8The way of peace they know not; and there is no judgment in their goings: they have made them crooked paths: whosoever goeth therein shall not know peace. 

 9Therefore is judgment far from us, neither doth justice overtake us: we wait for light, but behold obscurity; for brightness, but we walk in darkness. 

 10We grope for the wall like the blind, and we grope as if we had no eyes: we stumble at noon day as in the night; we are in desolate places as dead men.



It is satan who blinds the heart of man (the heart which is the deepest part of man, below conscience thought).  God the Father sees man and views his heart . . .

Jeremiah 17:9

9The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?


Isaiah 60:1-4

 1Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee. 

 2For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. 

 3And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. 

 4Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they gather themselves together, they come to thee: thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side.



Isaiah 60:18-20

 18Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction within thy borders; but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise. 

 19The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto thee: but the LORD shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. 

 20Thy sun shall no more go down; neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: for the LORD shall be thine everlasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall be ended.


Acts 26:12-20

 12Whereupon as I went to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests, 

 13At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed with me. 

 14And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.

 15And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. 

 16But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee; 

 17Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, 

 18To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me. 

 19Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision: 

 20But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance.




John 12:46

 46I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness.



Revelation 21:22-24

 22And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 

 23And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 

 24And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it.



Revelation 22:1-6

 1And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. 

 2In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 

 3And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: 

 4And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads. 

 5And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever. 

 6And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and true: and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel to shew unto his servants the things which must shortly be done.




Isaiah 9:2
2The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.



Matthew 4:16
16The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up.

Matthew 6:23
23But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!


The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the True Light of God, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world (His, God's family).


John 1:9-10

 9That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 
10He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.


John 3:19
 19And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.

John 8:12
12Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

John 9:5
5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.

John 11:9
9Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this world.

2 Corinthians 4:4
4In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

It is satan who blinds the heart of man (the heart which is the deepest part of man, below conscience thought).  God, too, has blinded Israel in part so that along with satan’s blinding of their heart, God made sure they did not come to Him, until He Called out a people from the Gentiles for His own name – Christians.


2 Timothy 2:25-26

 25In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 

 26And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.



Acts 15:14
14Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name.



God blinds the heart of man, satan too, does so.  Why, because if God Calls a man, He causes this bondage to be removed by His Power alone.  Man cannot come to God, unless God does the unbinding of a man’s heart which is dead in trespasses and sins, stony.  This unbinding is by faith, and this faith comes from hearing God’s Word – the Lord Jesus Christ, and seeing the brightness which is God’s Light in and by Him alone.  Only those with ears (spiritual ears given them by God the Father) can hear and understand the Holy Spirit’s message to the inner man.

Without God the Father’s Calling, man is in bondage to their sin.  In this bondage, they can “profess knowing God,” but the truth is their heart is waxed gross, and they cannot hear spiritual Truth, nor see the Light of God’s Truth who is the Lord Jesus Christ in His fullness, as both fully God, and fully man.  Instead, they go about claiming their own right to “free will,” thus denying God’s Will.  Man’s free will in the spiritual realm was replaced by satan, who takes them captive at his will, and has man in his snare, his trap.

Matthew 13:15

15For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.

“ . . . and should be converted, and I should heal them.”  Be converted, here means repent.  Why repent?  Man doesn’t think they are any worse than any other person.  God has forgiven all of mankind, right?  This, of course, is satan’s snare, his trap.  Another trap, I choose by my own free will to come to God.  Man’s heart deceives him, again another of satan’s traps, satan’s snare.

Mark 4:12
12That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them.

Again, Mark 4:12 above be converted in the Greek means repent . . . turn to God, as man has turned FROM God.  Repent means to change direction, go the opposite way you were going.

Luke 22:31-32

 31And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: 

 32But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth told the Apostle Peter, calling Peter by his former sinful name, not once but twice . . . Simon, Simon, satan has desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat . . .  This doubling of the name by the Jews concerning God's Calling, "Moses, Moses," Exodus 3:4 is expressive "of love," and finding “Grace and favor”; even as it is said, "Abraham, Abraham," Genesis 22:11 , and even in the midst of the Apostle Peter’s coming trial of being turned away from God, the Lord Jesus Christ still Calls the Apostle Peter back in love by His prayer.  The Lord Jesus Christ is declaring to the Apostle Peter that He, the Lord Jesus Christ, has given satan the permission he requested.  The Apostle Peter was going to fail, yet again, but would repent (always certainty with God and His Word, “. . . and when thou art converted (repent) turned back to God by the very prayer of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth who ever liveth to make intercession for them, the Elect, Chosen of God.  This, the Lord Jesus Christ said not just to the Apostle Peter, but to all of the Apostles.  How?  The Greek word, for “you” is Irregular plural of su; you (as subjective of verb) -- ye (yourselves), you.  In Southern terms, here in the United States, we would say ‘y’all” in other words “you all”.  So, then in Southern terms, satan hath desire to have y’all (you all) . . . that he may sift you (you here in the singular -- to be sifted as wheat) . . .

Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat:  Simon, Simon, behold satan hath desired to have you; not only the Apostle Peter, but all the Apostles; for the word , "you," is plural:  thus, satan, the enemy of the woman's seed, the accuser of the Brethren, the wicked one, and the tempter, desired, that is asked leave of God, for satan can do nothing without God’s permission; that satan might have these Apostles under his power, and in his hand; just as he got leave to have the goods, and even the body of Job in his hand, and fain would have had his life, and soul too, could he have obtained it, but was denied it by the Power of God Himself; and satan would have the lives and souls of others; for satan goes about, seeking to devour whom he may; and satan had now an evil eye upon the Apostles, and wanted an opportunity to gratify his malice and envy towards these owned by the Lord Jesus Christ:  satan’s end in desiring to have them in his power was, that he may sift them as wheat; not to separate the chaff from the wheat, but to make them look like all chaff, staining their Witness, by covering the wheat of Grace with the chaff of sin and corruption; or to destroy the wheat, were it possible; or to toss them to and fro as wheat is in a sieve; that is, to afflict and distress them, but not a one falls from the Hand of God, those of His Elect; Amos 9:9 by scattering them both from the Lord Jesus Christ, and one another; by filling these Disciples (the Apostles) with doubts about the Lord Jesus Christ being the very Son of God, the Messiah and Redeemer, able to be raised from the dead John 20:27-29: and by frightening them with the fears of enemies and of death, which end satan obtained (but all according to the plan of God the Father):

Matthew 26:50-56

50And Jesus said unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come? Then came they, and laid hands on Jesus and took him. 

 51And, behold, one of them which were with Jesus stretched out his hand, and drew his sword, and struck a servant of the high priest's, and smote off his ear. 

 52Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy sword into his place: for all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword. 

 53Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angels? 

 54But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be? 

 55In that same hour said Jesus to the multitudes, Are ye come out as against a thief with swords and staves for to take me? I sat daily with you teaching in the temple, and ye laid no hold on me. 

 56But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. Then all the disciples forsook him, and fled.

Born Again Believers, True Worshipers, Elect of God must expect to be assaulted and sifted by satan. If satan cannot destroy, he will try to disgrace or distress us. Nothing more certainly forebodes a fall, in a professed follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, than self-confidence, with disregard to warnings, and contempt of danger. Unless we watch and pray always, we may be drawn in the course of the day into those very sins which we were in the morning most resolved against. If Born Again Believers were left to themselves, they would fall; but they are kept by the Power of God, and the prayer of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is through the prayers of the Lord Jesus Christ that the Elect never utterly fall away from the faith: and because of this they should always encourage one another.

Hebrews 7:23-28

23And they truly were many priests, because they were not suffered to continue by reason of death: 

 24But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. 

 25Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. 

 26For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; 

 27Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself. 

 28For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore.

Matthew 6:23

23But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!

If therefore the light (Truth) that is in you is darkness, that is, not the Truth of God in and by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth . . . how great is that darkness!  The worldly man is wrong in his first principle that somehow he is good enough to come to God and he has the will to do so in and of himself; therefore all his reasonings and actions must be wrong. It is equally to be applied to false religion; that which is deemed light by those NOT Elect of God is thick darkness, how great is that darkness.  If one's eye is diseased by sin, all he sees is wrong. So the mind, or conscience, is the light of the soul. If these be darkened by sin, death, all is darkness; if these see right, all is light.  A good eye, to the Jews, is the same with a bountiful mind toward God; and an evil eye is the same with a covetous mind.  If a man’s eye is diseased or blinded – spiritually, then his inner man is likewise darkened as he is unable to see. Applying the allegory to the spiritual man, if his heart is single – singularly devoted to and in its love toward God’s Truth and the things of God, then he has clear views as to the relative importance and value of things temporal and eternal, things earthly and things heavenly. However, if the heart looks with a double-interest upon both earthly and heavenly treasure, it makes the man double-minded and unstable, and so spoils his life.

James 1:6-8

6But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. 

 7For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. 

 8A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.

If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is the darkness! God does not permit a double-affection any more than he does a double-service, and a man who seeks to continue with his double-mindedness concerning the Truth of God will soon be visited with great darkness as to the things of God, and will become blind in heart and conscience and vain (self-centered) in their imaginations – the evil of their hearts.

Matthew 6:24

24No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.


Romans 1:21-25

21Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 

 22Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 

 23And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 

 24Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 

 25Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.


Matthew 20:15

15Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil, because I am good?


1 John 2:16

16For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

Luke 11:34

34The light of the body is the eye: therefore when thine eye is single, thy whole body also is full of light; but when thine eye is evil, thy body also is full of darkness.


Luke 11:36

36If thy whole body therefore be full of light, having no part dark, the whole shall be full of light, as when the bright shining of a candle doth give thee light.


Job 10:21

21Before I go whence I shall not return, even to the land of darkness and the shadow of death;


1 John 2:11

11But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes.

Let's see darkness, where even light is as darkness . . .


Job 10:22
A land of darkness, as darkness itself; and of the shadow of death, without any order, and

where the light is as darkness.


Job 12:22
He discovereth deep things out of darkness, and bringeth out to light the shadow of death.


Job 15:22
He believeth not that he shall return out of darkness, and he is waited for of the sword.


Job 15:23
He wandereth abroad for bread, saying, Where is it? he knoweth that the day of darkness is ready at his hand.
 

Job 15:30
He shall not depart out of darkness; the flame shall dry up his branches, and by the breath of his mouth shall he go away.
 

Job 17:12
They change the night into day: the light is short because of darkness.
 

Job 28:3
He setteth an end to darkness, and searcheth out all perfection: the stones of darkness, and the shadow of death.


Job 37:19
Teach us what we shall say unto him; for we cannot order our speech by reason of darkness.


Psalm 107:14
He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and brake their bands in sunder.

Proverbs 2:13
Who leave the paths of uprightness, to walk in the ways of darkness;
 

Ecclesiastes 11:8
But if a man live many years, and rejoice in them all; yet let him remember the days of darkness; for they shall be many. All that cometh is vanity.


Isaiah 29:18
And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of darkness. 

Matthew 6:23
But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!

Luke 11:34
The light of the body is the eye: therefore when thine eye is single, thy whole body also is full of light; but when thine eye is evil, thy body also is full of darkness.

Luke 22:53
When I was daily with you in the temple, ye stretched forth no hands against me: but this is your hour, and the power of darkness.

Romans 13:12
The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. Ephesians 6:14, 2 Corinthians 6:7
1 Corinthians 4:5
Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God.

2 Corinthians 4:6
For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 5:11
And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.

Colossians 1:13
Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:

1 Thessalonians 5:5
Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.

1 Peter 2:9
But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light;

2 Peter 2:4
For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;

2 Peter 2:17
These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever.

Jude 1:13
Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever.

Revelation 16:10
And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain, 

Matthew 8:12
But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Matthew 22:13
Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness, there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Matthew 24:51
And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Matthew 25:30
And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Luke 13:28
There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out. 

Philippians 2:13-16

13For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 

 14Do all things without murmurings and disputings: 

 15That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 

 16Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain.


Paul (<:)
Jesus first!

