
Let us pray . . .

Exodus 20:1-6
 1And God spake all these words, saying, 

 2I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 

 3Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

 4Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 

 5Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; 
 6And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.

Note:  So God says that he is a jealous God, and that as a jealous God, we cannot have any gods before Him.  We shall not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them.  Not only is The Lord God speak of images that man makes, but any likeness of any thing in heaven above -- including Himself, or in the earth beneath, or in the water under the earth.  Get the point?  No image, physical as in the form of an idol - an image used as an object of Worship, a false god; honor or adoration given, often blindly or excessively to anything, material, or spiritual which is not God.  We are not to make something visible, which represents God.  Men, when they reject the true God, will often make up a god of their own imagination.  Some will make animals, some will make a god that is half man, half animal, some will worship wealth, some will worship themselves saying their hands have gotten them much.
God, who is a jealous God, commands no image in any likeness, including the mental form, which is also idolatry -- which is also the Worship of idols.  Furthermore, a blind or excessive devotion to something which is not God is also idolatry.  

Deuteronomy 29:16-23
16(For ye know how we have dwelt in the land of Egypt; and how we came through the nations which ye passed by; 

 17And ye have seen their abominations, and their idols, wood and stone, silver and gold, which were among them:) 

 18Lest there should be among you man, or woman, or family, or tribe, whose heart turneth away this day from the LORD our God, to go and serve the gods of these nations; lest there should be among you a root that beareth gall and wormwood; 

 19And it come to pass, when he heareth the words of this curse, that he bless himself in his heart, saying, I shall have peace, though I walk in the imagination of mine heart, to add drunkenness to thirst: 
 20The LORD will not spare him, but then the anger of the LORD and his jealousy shall smoke against that man, and all the curses that are written in this book shall lie upon him, and the LORD shall blot out his name from under heaven. 

 21And the LORD shall separate him unto evil out of all the tribes of Israel, according to all the curses of the covenant that are written in this book of the law: 

 22So that the generation to come of your children that shall rise up after you, and the stranger that shall come from a far land, shall say, when they see the plagues of that land, and the sicknesses which the LORD hath laid upon it; 

 23And that the whole land thereof is brimstone, and salt, and burning, that it is not sown, nor beareth, nor any grass groweth therein, like the overthrow of Sodom, and Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboim, which the LORD overthrew in his anger, and in his wrath: 
Daniel 5:1-31
 1Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine before the thousand. 

 2Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which was in Jerusalem; that the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, might drink therein. 

 3Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, drank in them. 
 4They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone. 

 5In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of the king's palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. 

 6Then the king's countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another. 
 7The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. And the king spake, and said to the wise men of Babylon, Whosoever shall read this writing, and shew me the interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom. 

 8Then came in all the king's wise men: but they could not read the writing, nor make known to the king the interpretation thereof. 
 9Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his countenance was changed in him, and his lords were astonied. 

 10Now the queen by reason of the words of the king and his lords came into the banquet house: and the queen spake and said, O king, live for ever: let not thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy countenance be changed: 
 11There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and in the days of thy father light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, was found in him; whom the king Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, I say, thy father, made master of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers; 

 12Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and understanding, interpreting of dreams, and shewing of hard sentences, and dissolving of doubts, were found in the same Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar: now let Daniel be called, and he will shew the interpretation. 
 13Then was Daniel brought in before the king. And the king spake and said unto Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, which art of the children of the captivity of Judah, whom the king my father brought out of Jewry? 

 14I have even heard of thee, that the spirit of the gods is in thee, and that light and understanding and excellent wisdom is found in thee. 

 15And now the wise men, the astrologers, have been brought in before me, that they should read this writing, and make known unto me the interpretation thereof: but they could not shew the interpretation of the thing: 

 16And I have heard of thee, that thou canst make interpretations, and dissolve doubts: now if thou canst read the writing, and make known to me the interpretation thereof, thou shalt be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about thy neck, and shalt be the third ruler in the kingdom. 
 17Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another; yet I will read the writing unto the king, and make known to him the interpretation. 
 18O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and majesty, and glory, and honour: 

 19And for the majesty that he gave him, all people, nations, and languages, trembled and feared before him: whom he would he slew; and whom he would he kept alive; and whom he would he set up; and whom he would he put down. 

 20But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him: 
 21And he was driven from the sons of men; and his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild asses: they fed him with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven; till he knew that the most high God ruled in the kingdom of men, and that he appointeth over it whomsoever he will. 
 22And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this; 

 23But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought the vessels of his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified: 

 24Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and this writing was written. 
 25And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 

 26This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. 

 27TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting. 

 28PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians. 
 29Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with scarlet, and put a chain of gold about his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom. 

 30In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. 

 31And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and two years old.


Habakkuk 2:13-20

18What profiteth the graven image that the maker thereof hath graven it; the molten image, and a teacher of lies, that the maker of his work trusteth therein, to make dumb idols? 

 19Woe unto him (curse unto him – my added note here in parenthesis) that saith to the wood, Awake; to the dumb stone, Arise, it shall teach! Behold, it is laid over with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all in the midst of it. 
 20But the LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him.
Isaiah 40:18-31
18To whom then will ye liken God? or what likeness will ye compare unto him? 

 19The workman melteth a graven image, and the goldsmith spreadeth it over with gold, and casteth silver chains. 

 20He that is so impoverished that he hath no oblation chooseth a tree that will not rot; he seeketh unto him a cunning workman to prepare a graven image, that shall not be moved. 

 21Have ye not known? have ye not heard? hath it not been told you from the beginning? have ye not understood from the foundations of the earth? 

 22It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in: 

 23That bringeth the princes to nothing; he maketh the judges of the earth as vanity. 

 24Yea, they shall not be planted; yea, they shall not be sown: yea, their stock shall not take root in the earth: and he shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the whirlwind shall take them away as stubble. 
 25To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? saith the Holy One. 

 26Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things, that bringeth out their host by number: he calleth them all by names by the greatness of his might, for that he is strong in power; not one faileth. 

 27Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My way is hid from the LORD, and my judgment is passed over from my God? 

 28Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding. 

 29He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth strength. 

 30Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: 

 31But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.


Job 31:24-28
24If I have made gold my hope, or have said to the fine gold, Thou art my confidence; 
 25If I rejoice because my wealth was great, and because mine hand had gotten much; 
 26If I beheld the sun when it shined, or the moon walking in brightness; 

 27And my heart hath been secretly enticed, or my mouth hath kissed my hand: 

Note:  (Happy, because his work had made him well to do, the work of his hand had gotten him much.)

 28This also were an iniquity to be punished by the judge (the Lord Jesus Christ): for I should have denied the God that is above. 

2 Timothy 4:1-2
 1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 

 2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffering and doctrine. 
Note:  The Lord Jesus Christ is the Judge, who shall judge the quick (those alive) and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom.

Colossians 3:5-17
5Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication (unlawful relations), uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence (desire, craving, longing, a desire for what is forbidden, lust or strong desire for something known not acceptable to the LORD God), and covetousness, which is idolatry: 
 6For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: 

 7In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. 
 8But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. 

 9Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 

 10And have put on the new man (Born again by the Holy Spirit through His seed), which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: 

 11Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. 

 12Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 

 13Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 

 14And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 

 15And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. 

 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

Note:  (What are the psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to do?  Teach and admonish one another, singing with grace in our hearts to the Lord.)  That is what Christians did with their music.  It wasn't to move to or dance to, have them feel good as they sung, have them like the tune, the beat, the drums, the bass, the worldly comfortable music they enjoy outside of Worship, and then bring that in to Church (that which is worldly) and offer it as Worship to a Holy a pure God simply because it is the type of music they enjoy.  When we gather together to Worship, we are here taught to let the Word of Christ dwell in us fully, completely, richly in all wisdom (understanding with wisdom); teaching and admonishing one another using psalms and hymns and spiritual songs.  Do you do that in your Church?  Do you teach when you sing with hymns and with the spiritual songs, do you admonish with the hymns and spiritual songs?  Do you teach and admonish with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs?  If not, then your music is not acceptable.  The word of Christ is not dwelling in your richly in all wisdom, for if it does then your Worship would be regulated to the Devine standard of Teaching and Admonishing with the music offered to God in Worship.  This is NOT being done in the vast majority of the Churches today.)
17And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.


Again, the Apostle Paul says in Colossians 3:5 . . .
Colossians 3:5
 5Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness,which is idolatry: 



In his letter to the Ephesians, the Apostle Paul writes:
Ephesians 5:1-20
 1Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; 

 2And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour. 

 3But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints; 

 4Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks. 
 5For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person (we are clean when we are washed by the Word of God, accept the revelation of the Holy Spirit in the Word of God concerning the Lord Jesus Christ), nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 

 6Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. 

 7Be not ye therefore partakers with them. 

 8For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light: 

 9(For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) 

 10Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.  (Certainly, then, there are unacceptable relationships and Worship.) 

 11And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. 

 12For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret. 

 13But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light. 

 14Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. 

 15See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 

 16Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 

 17Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. 

 18And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 

 19Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; 

 20Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;


Idoltry is making an image of any kind, or any likeness:
Exodus 20:4-5
4Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 

 5Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God,
Deuteronomy 4:5-19
 5Behold, I have taught you statutes and judgments, even as the LORD my God commanded me, that ye should do so in the land whither ye go to possess it. 

 6Keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people. 

 7For what nation is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as the LORD our God is in all things that we call upon him for? 

 8And what nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so righteous as all this law, which I set before you this day? 
 9Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons' sons; 

 10Specially the day that thou stoodest before the LORD thy God in Horeb, when the LORD said unto me, Gather me the people together, and I will make them hear my words, that they may learn to fear me all the days that they shall live upon the earth, and that they may teach their children. 
11And ye came near and stood under the mountain; and the mountain burned with fire unto the midst of heaven, with darkness, clouds, and thick darkness.
 12And the LORD spake unto you out of the midst of the fire: ye heard the voice of the words, but saw no similitude (no perceptible likeness, saw no form, so nothing.  Why, God is a spirit.  God does not want anyone Worshiping Him EXCEPT in Spirit and in Truth).; only ye heard a voice. 
 13And he declared unto you his covenant, which he commanded you to perform, even ten commandments; and he wrote them upon two tables of stone. 
 14And the LORD commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and judgments, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go over to possess it.

15Take ye therefore good heed unto yourselves; for ye saw no manner of similitude on the day that the LORD spake unto you in Horeb out of the midst of the fire: 

 16Lest ye corrupt yourselves, and make you a graven image, the similitude of any figure, the likeness of male or female, 

 17The likeness of any beast that is on the earth, the likeness of any winged fowl that flieth in the air, 

 18The likeness of any thing that creepeth on the ground, the likeness of any fish that is in the waters beneath the earth: 

 19And lest thou lift up thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou seest the sun, and the moon, and the stars, even all the host of heaven, shouldest be driven to worship them, and serve them, which the LORD thy God hath divided unto all nations under the whole heaven. 

Note:  God never wants man to perceive Him in a certain form or likeness, nor Worship the form or image they might make instead of Worshipping God as Spirit.  The Lord Jesus Christ teaches  us that a Spirit hath not flesh nor bones.

Luke 24:39
39Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.

Note:  Jesus is God.   John wants us to know this up front.  

In the beginning, this very Jesus as God, created the heavens and the earth.  The commandment that went forth from God was to make no image of God.   As Jesus is God, we are to make no image of Jesus at all.  Why no similitude, no perceptible likeness, no form?  God doesn't want us in our imagination to Worship the image instead of the Spirit.  There is a reason Jesus came when He came.  If he came today, His image would be worshipped everywhere in the news media, cell phones, computers, etc . . .
Those who make images of Jesus, always make Him in the form of their culture which is most pleasing to themselves.  He is handsome, masculine, and non-threatening looking in every picture  -- pleasing to the eye.  Let’s see what God had the Prophet Isaiah write about His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.


The Prophet Isaiah wrote of Jesus this way:

Isaiah 53:1-3
 1Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed? 
 2For he (the Lord Jesus Christ) shall grow up before him (God the Father) as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.  (God didn't make him a handsome man so that people would be attracted to Jesus for that reason.  I don't believe He was made ugly, but just someone in a crowd, who if not God, you wouldn't even notice.  Just ordinary looking.) 

 3He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 



Again, the Apostle John wanted us to know right up front, that Jesus was God, and He was the creator of all things.  As God, the command is to make no likeness unto anything and Worship it as God.  Therefore, make no image of God.  May no image of God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.
John 1:1-18
 1In the beginning was the Word, (the Lord Jesus Christ is the Word of God) and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

 2The same was in the beginning with God. 

 3All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 

 4In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 

 5And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. 

 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. (John the Baptist)
 7The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. 

 8He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 

 9That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 

 10He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. 

 11He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 
 12But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 

 13Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 14And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

 15John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me. 
 16And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. 

 17For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 
 18No man hath seen God at any time, the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.

Note:  (No one sees God, only the Lord Jesus Christ can paint a picture of God the Father who the Lord Jesus Christ hath declared to us clearly and fully he hath declared God the Father’s nature, perfections, purposes, promises, counsels, covenant, Word, and works; His thoughts and Promises of Grace; His love and favor to the sons of men; His mind and Will concerning the salvation of His people (the world – which means family (His Elect, Chosen): God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ has made, and delivered a fuller revelation of these things, than ever was yet; and to which no other revelation will be added nor diminished (taken away).)    


Declared means:
1. To make known formally or officially.

2. To state emphatically or authoritatively; affirm.

3. To reveal or make manifest; show.

4. To make a full statement of.

Create no image, no likeness . . .
Psalm 115:1-8
 1Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth's sake. 
 2Wherefore should the heathen say, Where is now their God? 

 3But our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased. 

 4Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men's hands. 

 5They have mouths, but they speak not: eyes have they, but they see not: 

 6They have ears, but they hear not: noses have they, but they smell not: 

 7They have hands, but they handle not: feet have they, but they walk not: neither speak they through their throat. 

 8They that make them are like unto them; so is every one that trusteth in them.

Psalm 135:15-18
15The idols of the heathen are silver and gold, the work of men's hands. 

 16They have mouths, but they speak not; eyes have they, but they see not; 

 17They have ears, but they hear not; neither is there any breath in their mouths. 

 18They that make them are like unto them: so is every one that trusteth in them. 

Acts 17:22-29
22Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious. 

 23For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you. 

 24God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 

 25Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; 

 26And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; 

 27That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us: 

 28For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring. 

 29Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device. 

The Apostle Paul, in his letter to the Romans:
Romans 1:15-32
15So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also. 

 16For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 
 17For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. 
 18For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 

 19Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. 
 20For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 
(We see Him, God the Father, who is invisible (a Spirit) by His Word (the Lord Jesus Christ.)
 21Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 

 22Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 
 23And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 

 24Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 

 25Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 
 26For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: 

 27And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet. 

 28And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 

 29Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 

 30Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 

 31Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: 

 32Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.

God will be Worshipped in Spirit and in Truth.
John 4:23-26
23But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 
 24God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 

 25The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all things. 

 26Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he. 

Hebrews 12:28-29
28Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: 

 29For our God is a consuming fire.
We Worship God, without image of any kind; we Worship the Lord Jesus Christ as God, God the Son, without making an image of any kind.  Our music is for Teaching and Admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in our hearts to the Lord.


Idolatry is not only making a graven or carved image of any kind, any likeness, but is also:

Coveteousness (Coveteousness -- one who is eager to have more of what belongs to others, greedy of gain or wanting to gain what is others, avarice (Avarice, i.e.:  fraud, extortion,) aggression, desire for advantage over others, self-idolizing, self-love, seeking glory, having others exalt you about others.) Covetousness – which is marked off by the Greek article as forming a whole genus by itself, distinct from the genus containing the various species just enumerated in . Coveteousness implies a self-idolizing, grasping spirit, wColossians 3:5anting power, recognition and is far worse than another Greek term translated "the love of money".   


Ephesians 5:6
6Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.  Who are the children of disobedience that the wrath of God will come upon?

Ephesians 2:1-3
 1And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 

 2Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 

 3Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 

Colossians 3:1-17
 1If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 

 2Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 
 3For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 

 4When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. 

 5Mortify (mortify -- to make clean, put to death, slay, to deprive of power, destroy the strength of the body or fleshy man) therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:

 6For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: 

 7In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. 

 8But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. 

 9Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 

 10And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: 

 11Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. 

 12Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 

 13Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 

 14And above all these things put on charity (charity means love), which is the bond of perfectness. 

 15And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. 

 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

 17And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.
1 John 5:18-21
18We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not. 

(This is God’s Declaration of His Elect, His Chosen.  If we are born of God, God declares we sinneth not.  Why, He remembers our sin no more as it has been washed clean by His Only Begotten Son’s blood, the Lord Jesus Christ.  If we DECLARE on the other hand that we sin not, then we are antichrist.  God alone declares we are sinless).

1 John 1:10
10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. )

Returning to 1 John 5:19-21 . . .
 19And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness. 

 20And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life. 

 21Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.
Let us pray . . .

Paul (<:)
Jesus first!
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