Revelation 4:1-11

1 After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter.

2 And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne.
3 And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and there was a rainbow round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald.

4 And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold.

Note:  Crowns here in the Greek means:  Properly, a wreath (a garland wreath), awarded to a victor in the ancient athletic games (like the Greek Olympics) -- a symbol of honor generally -- the crown of victory.  As opposed to a diadem -- a royal crown used to crown a king (or queen,) http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diadem. Also, the royal diadem is different from the pagan Tiara of the Hittites, Assyrians, and the Iranians, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiara, also used by the Roman Catholic "pope," http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiara#Papal_tiara.
Twenty-four throned and Crowned Elders represent the twenty-four Chiefs of the twenty-four courses of Priests.  These men, these Crowned Elders, these Priests were the "Governors of the sanctuary, and governors of the house of God, "  1 Chronicles 24:5, 25:1-31.
5 And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.
6 And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind.
Note:  Sea here in the Greek means:  A large body of water.  Also refers to a large part of a river, or an unusually large  basin --  (Basin: An open usually circular vessel with sloping or curving sides used typically for holding water for washing) of water).  Thus, this refers to the Molten Sea which is before the Sanctuary of God, 1 Kings 7:23-47; 2 Chronicles 4:1-22, it contained two thousand baths. Bath and ephah seem to be one measure, Ezekiel 45:11, a bath contains about 5 gallons, i.e.:  416,395 liters or 10,000 gallons (2,000 baths times 5 gallons) of water.  Wherein the Priests washed themselves before entering onto their Holy service, so this is introduced here in connection with the redeemed "Priests unto God," Revelation 1:1-8; Revelation 5:1-10.  



7 And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle.

Note:  Verse seven directly above are the four beasts, which are "the living creatures, Ezekiel 1:1-28" which are the Cherubim over the Mercy Seat.

8 And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.

9 And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever,

10 The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying,

11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.
Isaiah 6:1-4
1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.
2 Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.

3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.
4 And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.
Revelation 15:1-8
1 And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels having the seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God.
2 And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God.

Note:  " . . . stand on the sea of glass . . . " which, applies to the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and shows that these confessors of Christ Jesus were purified by it, and were more than conquerors through it, Romans 8:1-39.  They were these who come out of great tribulation, and had washed their garments, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb, and were just come up from the washing, Revelation 7:9-15, and stood upon, or rather by, or "near the sea".  As the Greek word ON here means:  Over, upon, towards, about, by, or near.  The Sea of glass-- answering to the Molten sea or great brazen laver before the Mercy Seat of the earthly Temple, which was for the purification of the Priests and here is typifying the Baptism of water by the Holy Spirit of all who are made as Kings and Priests unto God, Revelation 1:1-7; Revelation 5:1-14.  Thus, the Sea of glass here in the vision alludes to the sea or large vessel or brass, in which the Priests did wash themselves in the entrance way before entering into the Temple.  However, this is "A sea of glass mingled with fire: . . . "  which is NOT a regular water Baptism, but a Baptism in blood and by the Holy Spirit which is fire (Matthew 3:1-12; Mark 1:1-8; Luke 3:15-17, and God's Word, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, is fire.  God speaks in the midst of fire, and God's Word as fire, Deuteronomy 4:12; Deuteronomy 4:36; Deuteronomy 5:22; Deuteronomy 9:10;Jeremiah 5:14; Jeremiah 20:9; Jeremiah 23:29.  Here, the sea is represented as the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, which may be compared to a sea for its abundant virtue and efficacy in cleansing from all sin.  A sea is by its design one of turmoil, as that within a sea is constantly being tosses too and fro.  However, here the sea is at rest -- as the Lord Jesus Christ is the Christian's Sabbath.  The Sabbath is no longer a day, but a person, i.e.:  the Lord Jesus Christ – Whose yoke upon a Born Again Believer is the Born Again Believer's rest, Matthew 11:27-29.  A sea is normally at turmoil, but here, the Lord Jesus Christ blood is as a “sea of glass," since those who are washed in it are clearly seen now as pure, whole, and clean by God as having God's free justification, full pardon, peace and reconciliation by the blood of the Lamb, the Lord Jesus Christ.  These True Worshipers, those Called of God, the Born Again Believers may be said then to be "mingled with fire," being attended in the application of it with the Holy Spirit of God, whose gifts and Graces are sometimes signified by fire, Matthew 3:10-12; Luke 3:15-17; Acts 2:1-4.  So, according “this sea which is at peace – as a sea of glass, which is the blood of the Lamb” where the new priests and kings wash in the sea of glass, was in the blood of the Lamb before God, before entering into the Temple in Heaven.  These new priests and kings before God represent the pure Church of God in Heaven, who have washed in the blood of the Lamb, Revelation 1:4-6; Revelation 7:9-15.  Glass in the Greek here means:  Glassy, transparent, "transparent as glass".  This sea of glass, Revelation 4:6, 15:2, reflects the Lord Himself, as manifested or made known, unto His Saints.  By the blood of the Lamb, which in Heaven is transparent as glass, and is reflected upon the Saints of God by God's pure light – the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and the Saints sanctification-glorification which has a spiritual transparency that now fully reflects the image of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. This projects and reflects the Glory that God had invested in them as transformed, transparent, Saints.  In this way, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth gets all the Glory – and the Born Again Believers have the incredible privilege of sharing (reflecting) God's Glory!  As those who enter into the New Temple in Heaven must be washed, as the previous Temple in Heaven, is no more, 1 Corinthians 6:19; Revelation 21:22.  Mingled with fire--  spoken of in Luke 13:1-5 where blood was mingled with pagan sacrifices; answering here, though, to the Baptism of the Holy Spirit on earth with fire, that is, the fiery trial, 1 Peter 4:12-13 -- The fiery trials they would go through was being burned at the stake, which was Nero's favorite form of execution for the Christians, www.alemattec.com/1 Peter 5. . . .doc, as well as representative of the washings of the Holy Ghost, which the Lord Jesus Christ's people, Christian's undergo to purify them, as gold is purified of its dross in the furnace, Matthew 3:10-12; Mark 9:49; Luke 3:15-17.
3 And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints.

4 Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments are made manifest.
5 And after that I looked, and, behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was opened:

6 And the seven angels came out of the temple, having the seven plagues, clothed in pure and white linen, and having their breasts girded with golden girdles.

7 And one of the four beasts gave unto the seven angels seven golden vials full of the wrath of God, who liveth for ever and ever.
8 And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God, and from his power; and no man was able to enter into the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven angels were fulfilled.
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