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Has salvation been reduced to a "Get Out of Hell Free" card? That's what one Southern Baptist believes.

Ken Keathley, professor of Theology at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C., says many Christians are presenting salvation as a "commodity that Jesus purchased and now offers."
"Christ is presented as having bought salvation by His death on the Cross, and if you ask Him then He will give it to you," he wrote in a recent commentary. "Salvation, redemption, and forgiveness are understood entirely as a purchase, a business deal, or a transaction. Salvation is reduced to the offer of a 'Get Out of Hell Free' card."
The professor was weighing in on a debate regarding the "sinner's prayer," where one asks Jesus into his or her heart.
The Southern Baptist Convention approved a resolution in June supporting the "sinner's prayer" amid debate over whether it is biblical and effective. The resolution came after David Platt, pastor at The Church at Brook Hills in Birmingham, Ala., called the prayer "superstitious" and said it doesn't exist in the New Testament.
He further referred to it as "modern evangelism built on sinking sand" that "runs the risk of disillusioning millions of souls" in his talk at the Verge Conference earlier this year.
Whether it’s one-on-one soulwinning (through Evangelism Explosion, Continuing Witness Training, or FAITH) or mass evangelistic meetings (such as crusades, youth camps, or VBS) the outcome is too often the same.  Scores make “professions of faith” who afterward demonstrate little or no interest in Christ, the church, or the walk of faith.
The problem, however, is not with the use of any particular prayer.  Rather, I would contend, that the difficulty lies in the way we present salvation.  Most evangelistic methods present salvation as a commodity that Jesus purchased and now offers.  Christ is presented as having bought salvation by His death on the Cross, and if you ask Him then He will give it to you.  Salvation, redemption, and forgiveness are understood entirely as a purchase, a business deal, or a transaction.  Salvation is reduced to the offer of a “Get Out of Hell Free” card.

But one can do business with someone he really doesn’t care for.  In fact, one can receive a gift from someone he positively dislikes (just think of how much foreign aid has gone to countries that don’t like the USA).  Here’s the important point: salvation is not something Jesus gives; salvation is something He is.  One does not receive salvation from Jesus.  You and I receive Him–the Lord Jesus Christ–for Who He is, and in receiving Him we receive salvation, redemption, and eternal life.  We are not simply being offered a really great bargain; we are called to enter into a covenant relationship with Christ. 
We affirm the penal substitution of Christ upon the Cross, and gladly use the language of “purchase,” “redemption,” and even “transaction.”  But to see salvation only in those terms runs the danger of viewing salvation merely as a commercial contract.  A saving relationship with Jesus Christ is more than just a contractual agreement–it’s a covenantal relationship.  Scripture describes a saving relationship with Christ in terms of marriage (Ephesians 5:23-27). Marriage is indeed a contract (as least, as far as the state is concerned), but it’s not merely that.  Who wants a relationship with his or her spouse that is entirely or only legal in nature? Marriage is a rich and effective metaphor for describing our salvation because it teaches us, that above all else, salvation is a proper relationship between the Lord Jesus Christ and us.
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2 Timothy 2:25-26

25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth;

26 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.

Note:  Who oppose themselves to the Truth of God's Word, the Holy Bible, God's Will; they resist it and deny it; when the Holy Bible contradicts some other tenets or principles of theirs, which they themselves "allow" to be "the Word of God," and their OWN rule of faith and practice, and so are self-deceived, self-convinced and self-condemned. These are to be instructed, being ignorant without God, and in a tender and gentle manner, though they are very perverse and obstinate.  If God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the Truth, His Truth, the knowledge of, and the love for, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, God's Holy Word, John 1:1-5; Revelation 19:11-16, Who IS Truth, John 14:6, the Truth of Holy Scripture by His Holy Spirit to awaken them from their eternal spiritual death.


God then if Calling them to repentance here designs a repentance of errors in principle, of their understanding of God's Holy Word, a change of mind upon conviction, and such as issues "in a free and ingenuous confession by themselves," of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, alone, as their Lord, God, and Savior.  Not being "guided, trapped into a corner, nor walked through a confession," such as what is called the "Roman Road".  Instead a free acknowledgment of the Truth before opposed.  Such repentance is the very free gift of God.  The "Roman Road," yes, truly Roman, (same type of error such as is the Roman Catholic "church,") as it is false.  As the "Roman Road" uses a series of questions, like a salesman uses "to steer" and then to "trap" a person, those using the Roman Road do the same by steering and then trapping one into a confession of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as their Lord and Savior.

It is God alone that opens the eyes of the understanding, and works conviction in the mind, and leads into all Truth, as it is in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone Who induces men to repent of their errors, confess their mistakes, and come to own the Truth of God.  Even as repentance of evil practices is not owing to the power of men, nor to the bare influence of a man's means, but to the efficacious Grace of God, it being a free grant, gift, from Him to His Called. Though this is not certain, that God will give repentance to such contradictors and blasphemers of His Gospel, yet as it is His Will, that all His Chosen Ones, those that are His Called, should come to repentance, and that some of all sorts of every nation, tongue, and tribe should be Saved, and come to the knowledge of the Truth (His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as alone, the Savior, the Lord, the very Son of God).

The Truth of God is not a thing of human understanding; it is the revelation of that which God is, and of His counsels. We cannot have anything to do with God without the heart and conscience being engaged by God's Calling through the Holy Spirit of God being planted by God in a man's heart, as God's seed.  This is of God, and not of man's will, nor is it a man’s choice, John 1:13.


John 6:44
44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.

Many people, including whole "churches" "conveniently" "sidestep" the Holy Scriptures, God's Word, the Holy Bible where the Scripture is sharply clear, and set it aside.  Scripture that says that God Chooses who He will Save, and made the choice before the foundation of the world, that is before He had the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth make anything.  Ephesians 1, 2; John 1

Most people today would rather choose a sect or "church" that would somehow allow them to believe in a "deity" of their own choosing (just so they will not be labeled atheist,) as believe in a god as a deist (Deist, Deism:  Belief in the existence of a god on the evidence of reason and nature only, with rejection of supernatural revelation or ability to know this "god".  Belief in a god who created the world but has since remained indifferent to it,) but one that would not make them accountable for the worldly desires that they cannot resist, such as:  sex, drugs, bigamy, blasphemy, etc . . . .  Along with other issues which confront their "churches," such as same sex marriages, priests buggering children, "churches" that allow women, gays, and now the Anglicans (Episcopal "church") considering allowing transvestites or transgendered to be "preachers," are challenges being faced by those who do not know God, and openly blasphemy God. Much of the founding fathers of the United States of America were Deist.  Deist search for a group that would allow them to feel "at home," and make them feel as though they are being watched out for, and that their actions, no matter how sinful according to God's Law, is accepted by and acceptable to their group. Trying to find others like themselves have a great number of people that jump from one group to another trying to find a more lenient dogma.
Isaiah 28:29
29 This also cometh forth from the Lord of hosts, which is wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working.


Isaiah 9:6
6For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.



The Lord of Hosts, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Holy One of Israel, Who is wonderful in counsel, www.alemattec.com/The Lord of Hosts the God of Israel, I AM HE, the Lord thy God, I AM the Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Lord God, Jehovah God.doc, in giving counsel to man, both with respect to things temporal and spiritual.  The Lord Jesus Christ's counsel is always wise and good, and for the best, and, when taken, infallibly succeeds. Here, see an instance of His wonderful counsel:


Revelation 3:13-19

13 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

14 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God;

15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.

16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.

17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:

18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.

19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.


The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is "wonderful" in His Counsel in forming wise plans and schemes of operation, the wise plan of His works of creation and providence was formed in His vast and infinite mind from eternity, and to those Called of God, whether they be Jew or Greek, male or female, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as the Wisdom of God:


1 Corinthians 1:24
24But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.


The wise God, 1 Timothy 1:17; Jude 1:25, Whose scheme of our redemption and Salvation by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was concerted by Him, wherein He has abounded towards us in all wisdom and prudence, and the manner, means, time, and place, of His gathering and the effectual Calling of His people, are all wisely fixed by God the Father.  God the Father does all things after "the counsel of His Own Will,"

Ephesians 1:11
11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:


In Whom all things are excellent in working, both as to the matter or things wrought by Him, which are the most excellent things in nature, providence, and Grace, wrought out either by the God the Father, God the Son -- the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, or God the Holy Spirit.  As to manner of working, all being done well and wisely, and likewise with respect to the end, all things are to His Own Glory, and the good of His people.  Amen.


-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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