Matthew 17:1-13

 1And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, 

 2And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. 

 3And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him. 

 4Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 

 5While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him. 

 6And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid. 

 7And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and be not afraid. 

 8And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus only. 

 9And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man be risen again from the dead. 

 10And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the scribes that Elias must first come? 

 11And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and restore all things. 

 12But I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but have done unto him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them. 

 13Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist.


Note:  Zacharias was a Priest to whom the Archangel Gabriel appeared.  www.alemattec.com/2 And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven trumpets.doc  Zacharias was the father of John the Baptist.



Luke 1:11-17

11And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 

 12And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. 

 13But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. 

 14And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth. 

 15For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb. 

 16And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God.

Note:  Elias (Elijah) was NOT to appear right before the Messiah, but one who came in the spirit and power of Elias (Elijah,) i.e.:  John the Baptist.

 17And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.

Note:  Moses and Elias; Moses the giver of the Law, and Elias (Elijah) one of the Chief of the Prophets: Moses had been dead nearly one thousand five hundred years, and the Prophet Elias (Elijah) had been caught up to Heaven, about nine hundred years before this. The Jews sometimes speak of these two together. They Jews have a saying "Moses and Elias" ascend above." Yes, they expect that these two will come together in a future time; for so they represent God saying to Moses; "Moses, as thou hast given thy life for them (the Israelites) in this world, so in time to come (the days of the Messiah) when I shall bring Elias the Prophet, 'you two shall come together.' Now they had come during the time of the Messiah, but the Jews were blinded so as not to see this great Truth of God. Dr. Luke says, they appeared "in glory": in glorious bodies, like, though inferior, to the glorious body of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, now transfigured: that they appeared in their own real bodies.  Moses, though he died, yet he was buried by the Lord, and no man ever knew the place of his sepulchre; and there was a dispute about his body, between the Archangel Michael and the devil, all which are uncommon circumstances: so that it might be, that his body was, quickly after his death, raised and restored to him; or at this time, as a pledge of the resurrection of the dead, as Christ's transfiguration was of His glory. Elijah ascended into Heaven and did not die, as also happened to Enoch.



2 Kings 2:11
11And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.

The Jews have a notion that Moses is not dead, but is ascended, and stands and ministers to God, in the highest heavens, the appearance of these two with the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, was to show, that Christ Jesus alone is the end of the Law and Prophets; that there is an entire agreement between Him and them, and that they have their full accomplishment in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth; and also shows, that He was neither Elias (Elijah), nor any of the Prophets, as some took Him to be; since the Lord Jesus Christ was distinct from them, and the Chief and more Glorious than any of them. If it should be asked; how came the Disciples to know these two to be Moses and Elias, since they never saw them before, nor could they have any statues or pictures of them, or of anyone or any likeness of God or one who represented God, these being not allowed among the Jews; nor do the accounts of them in Holy Scripture seem to be sufficient to direct them to such a thought; especially, since by their glorification Moses and Elijah (Elias), they must be greatly altered: it may be replied, they knew them, either by immediate divine revelation, or by the discourse that passed between them and the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth; for it follows, that He was talking with them. The Jews often speak of the appearance of Elias to their Doctors of the Law, and of his conversing with them, and teaching them.


Elijah ( /ɨˈlaɪdʒə/;[1] also Elias /ɨˈlaɪ.əs/; Hebrew: אֱלִיָּהוּ, Eliyahu, meaning "Yahweh is my God";[2] Arabic:إلياس, Ilyās), was a prophet in the Kingdom of Samaria[3] during the reign of Ahab (9th century BC), according to the Books of Kings.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elijah

When Moses and Elias (Elijah) appeared with the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth on the Mount of Transfiguration, Dr. Luke tells us what they were speaking about, that is what it was they were discussing:  they spoke of the death of the Lord Jesus Christ on Calvary . . .




Luke 9:28-36

28And it came to pass about an eight days after these sayings, he took Peter and John and James, and went up into a mountain to pray. 

 29And as he prayed, the fashion of his countenance was altered, and his raiment was white and glistering. 

 30And, behold, there talked with him two men, which were Moses and Elias: 

 31Who appeared in glory, and spake of his decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem. 

 32But Peter and they that were with him were heavy with sleep: and when they were awake, they saw his glory, and the two men that stood with him. 

 33And it came to pass, as they departed from him, Peter said unto Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias: not knowing what he said. 

 34While he thus spake, there came a cloud, and overshadowed them: and they feared as they entered into the cloud. 

 35And there came a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him. 

 36And when the voice was past, Jesus was found alone. And they kept it close, and told no man in those days any of those things which they had seen.



Matthew 27:33-54

 33And when they were come unto a place called Golgotha, that is to say, a place of a skull, 

 34They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and when he had tasted thereof, he would not drink. 

 35And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting lots: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, They parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots. 

 36And sitting down they watched him there; 

 37And set up over his head his accusation written, THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

 38Then were there two thieves crucified with him, one on the right hand, and another on the left. 

 39And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads, 

 40And saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross. 

 41Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes and elders, said, 

 42He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him. 

 43He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him: for he said, I am the Son of God. 

 44The thieves also, which were crucified with him, cast the same in his teeth. 

 45Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour.

Note:  12:00 O'Clock noon until 3:00 P.M., during the brightest part of the day . . . complete darkness. 

 46And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 

 47Some of them that stood there, when they heard that, said, This man calleth for Elias. 

 48And straightway one of them ran, and took a spunge, and filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him to drink. 

 49The rest said, Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to save him. 

 50Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. 

 51And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; 

 52And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, 

 53And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many. 

 54Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God.

-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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