http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWzUJ3yQqiI&feature=related

The above video has some truth.  First, gog is the "prince of Russia" and magog represents the nation of Russia. The Scofield Reference Bible states that Mescheck is the Hebrew form of the word we know as Moscow.  These will attack Israel in the last days before Armageddon.  In this battle before Armageddon, the muslims will be completely defeated.  Israel will rebuild their Temple in Jerusalem, over where the muslim's dome of the rock now stands.

Ezekiel 38:1-23

 1And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 

 2Son of man, set thy face against Gog, the land of Magog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against him, 
 3And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal: 
 4And I will turn thee back, and put hooks into thy jaws, and I will bring thee forth, and all thine army, horses and horsemen, all of them clothed with all sorts of armour, even a great company with bucklers and shields, all of them handling swords: 

 5Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya with them; all of them with shield and helmet: 

 6Gomer, and all his bands; the house of Togarmah of the north quarters, and all his bands: and many people with thee. 

 7Be thou prepared, and prepare for thyself, thou, and all thy company that are assembled unto thee, and be thou a guard unto them. 

 8After many days thou shalt be visited: in the latter years thou shalt come into the land that is brought back from the sword, and is gathered out of many people, against the mountains of Israel, which have been always waste: but it is brought forth out of the nations, and they shall dwell safely all of them. 

 9Thou shalt ascend and come like a storm, thou shalt be like a cloud to cover the land, thou, and all thy bands, and many people with thee. 

 10Thus saith the Lord GOD; It shall also come to pass, that at the same time shall things come into thy mind, and thou shalt think an evil thought: 

 11And thou shalt say, I will go up to the land of unwalled villages; I will go to them that are at rest, that dwell safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates, 

 12To take a spoil, and to take a prey; to turn thine hand upon the desolate places that are now inhabited, and upon the people that are gathered out of the nations, which have gotten cattle and goods, that dwell in the midst of the land. 

 13Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, with all the young lions thereof, shall say unto thee, Art thou come to take a spoil? hast thou gathered thy company to take a prey? to carry away silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to take a great spoil? 

 14Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say unto Gog, Thus saith the Lord GOD; In that day when my people of Israel dwelleth safely, shalt thou not know it? 

 15And thou shalt come from thy place out of the north parts, thou, and many people with thee, all of them riding upon horses, a great company, and a mighty army: 

 16And thou shalt come up against my people of Israel, as a cloud to cover the land; it shall be in the latter days, and I will bring thee against my land, that the heathen may know me, when I shall be sanctified in thee, O Gog, before their eyes. 

 17Thus saith the Lord GOD; Art thou he of whom I have spoken in old time by my servants the prophets of Israel, which prophesied in those days many years that I would bring thee against them? 

 18And it shall come to pass at the same time when Gog shall come against the land of Israel, saith the Lord GOD, that my fury shall come up in my face. 

 19For in my jealousy and in the fire of my wrath have I spoken, Surely in that day there shall be a great shaking in the land of Israel; 

 20So that the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the heaven, and the beasts of the field, and all creeping things that creep upon the earth, and all the men that are upon the face of the earth, shall shake at my presence, and the mountains shall be thrown down, and the steep places shall fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground. 

 21And I will call for a sword against him throughout all my mountains, saith the Lord GOD: every man's sword shall be against his brother. 

 22And I will plead against him with pestilence and with blood; and I will rain upon him, and upon his bands, and upon the many people that are with him, an overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brimstone. 

 23Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify myself; and I will be known in the eyes of many nations, and they shall know that I am the LORD.


Ezekiel 38 . . .
"And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
"Son of man, set thy face against GOG, the land of Magog (Gog who is the chief prince of the CAUCASUS MOUNTAINS (Russia) ), the chief prince of (Rosh), Meshech (Moscow) and Tubal, and prophesy against him, Today, any standard Hebrew text (such as a newspaper) refers to Russia by using the proper noun, "Rosh."


Here is a book on the subject of the names Gog and Magog . . .
The Prophecy That Is Shaping History Paperback – February 22, 2003 

by Jon Mark Ruthven (Author) 


http://www.amazon.com/Prophecy-That-Shaping-History/dp/1591602149/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1410024743&sr=1-1&keywords=1591602149
With all the hysteria and hype in the evangelical Christian world surrounding the end times, balanced biblical scholarship and research is greatly needed. This is precisely what Dr. Jon Mark Ruthven attempts to give in The Prophecy that is Shaping History. Ruthven's book examines the impact of Ezekiel 38, 39 on American foreign policy and examines sociological and historical research in an attempt to identify Ezekiel's Rosh i.e.:  Russia i.e.:  Magog.

The emergence of Russia from the ashes of the former Soviet Union and her attempt to resurrect the former Euro-Asian alliance is a testament to Biblical Prophecy. The author, Dr. Jon Mark Ruthven gives diligent effort in identifying the nations associated with Gog (the leader of Russia) and Magog (Russia). 
"And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O GOG, the chief prince of (Rosh-- Russia), Meshech and Tubal:

Meshech and Tubal . . .  were part of the Assyrian Empire, modern day Turkey and beyond.  In Assyrian times they dwelt in west (or northwest) Armenia, in Persian times apparently farther northeast (southeast of Euxine Sea).  Russia conquered the Turkish in 1829, along with Russia's allies . . .
Treaty of Adrianople (1829)
The Treaty of Adrianople (also called the Treaty of Edirne) concluded the Russo-Turkish War of 1828–29, between Russia and the Ottoman Empire. It was signed on 14 September 1829 in Adrianople by Count Alexey Fyodorovich Orlov of Russia and by Abdülkadir Bey (tr) of the Ottoman Empire.[2] The Ottoman Empire gave Russia access to the mouths of the Danube and the fortresses of Akhaltsikhe and Akhalkalaki in Georgia. The Sultan recognized Russia's possession of Georgia (with Imeretia, Mingrelia, Guria) and of the Khanates of Erivan and Nakhichevan which had been ceded to the tsar by Persia in the Treaty of Turkmenchay a year earlier. The treaty opened the Dardanelles to all commercial vessels, thus liberating commerce for cereals, live stocks and wood. However, it took the Treaty of Hünkâr İskelesi (1833) to finally settle the Straits Question between the signatories.
Under the Treaty of Adrianople, the Sultan reguaranteed the previously promised autonomy to Serbia, promised autonomy for Greece, and allowed Russia to occupy Moldavia and Wallachia the Danubian Principalities:  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Danubian_Principalities
until the Ottoman Empire had paid a large indemnity. However, under the modifications the later Treaty of Hünkâr İskelesi, these indemniİties were sharply curtailed.[3] The treaty also fixed the border between the Ottoman Empire and Wallachia on the thalweg of the Danube, transferring to Wallachia the rule of the rayas of Turnu, Giurgiu and Brăila.[4][5]

The Greek War of Independence in 1821-1829 was supported both morally and materially by Russia, France and Britain. The allied fleet destroyed the fleets of the Ottomans and Egypt at the Battle of Navarin in 1827. The ottomans’ request of indemnity was responded as the declaration of war by Russia. Adrinaple, Kars and Erzurum were captured by the Russians. The “Treaty of Edirne (Adrinaple)” was signed in 1829 with the Ottomans request. According to the treaty;

Greece gained its dependence

Ottomans accepted Serbia’s autonomy

Ottomans agreed to pay war indemnity

Russian merchant ships gained access to Bosphorus and Dardanelles and had rights to make business in the Ottoman lands
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e2/Treaty_of_Andrinople_1829.png
Moscow Triumphal Gates in St. Petersburg (1836–1838) commemorate Russia's victory in the Russo-Turkish War of 1828–1829. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Adrianople_%281829%29#mediaviewer/File:Moscow_Triumphal_Gates.jpg
Meshech is named with Tubal (and Rosh, in certain translations) as principalities of "Gog, prince of Magog" in Ezekiel 38:2 and 39:1, and is considered a Japhetite tribe, identified by Flavius Josephus with the Cappadocian Moschoi (Mushki, also associated with Phrygians or Bryges) and their capital Mazaca, http://travel.nationalgeographic.com/travel/world-heritage/cappadocia/. In Hippolytus of Rome's chronicle (234 AD), the "Illyrians" were identified as Meshech's offspring. 


In addition, Georgians have traditions that they, and other Caucasus people as well as Armenians, share descent from Meshech (Georgian: Meskheti), Tubal, and Togarmah.

In 17th century, Timothy Kamenevich-Rvovski, noted that Moscow (Moskva) was founded by King Mosokh son of Japheth (i.e. Meshech), and was named for him and his wife, Kva. In this legend, they are also said to have had a son, Ya, and daughter, Vuza, who gave their names to the nearby Yauza river.
Meshech and Tubal in Mesopotamia was called Muski and Thobal or Tabal by Assyrians. Migrating, they moved to the Taurus Mountains, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taurus_Mountains impacting the Hittites and from there to the Caucasus where the Greeks referred to them as the Moschoi and Tabal for 1,000 years. The trip from there to Moscow and Tobolsk is historically, chronologically, geographically, and philologically connected. 

"I will ... put hooks into thy jaws, and I will bring thee forth, and all thine army ...
"Persia (Iran) ... and ... the house of Togarmah of the north quarters, and all his bands: and many people with thee.
"Be thou prepared, and prepare for thyself, thou, and all thy company that are assembled unto thee, and be thou a guard unto them.
"... in the latter years thou shalt come ...
" . . .and they shall dwell safely all of them. The picture of Israel dwelling in peace, is when Israel will enter into the false peace covenant with the Antichrist.
"... like a storm, thou shalt be like a cloud to cover the land, thou, and all thy bands, and many people with thee.
Verse 13 above:  Tarshish in Spain lay the city of Tartessos.  According to Herodotus and Strabo, Tartessos is where Cadiz now stands.  Carteria on the Bay of Gibraltar was also known as Tartessus. Tarshish of southern and central Spain was noted, for it's silver, iron, tin, and lead works.  Tarshish was a city of the Phoenicians in a distant part of the Eastern Mediterranean Sea, in southern Spain.  Tarshish was in a perfect geographical position to obtain gold and silver from the nearby Sierra Morena mountains in southern Spain.  Ivory, apes and peacocks could have come from the nearby northern and western African coasts.  Phoenicia was located on the Eastern Mediteranean coast and most of the Phenician city-states were spread all around the Mediteranean basin, in North Africa (Morroco, Tunisia, Lybia, Algeria, Egypt), the Italian peninsula, Sicillia, Corsica, Turkey, Spain and Portugal, all had Phoenician collonies. Phoenicia as a state and civilization lasted from 1550 BC to 300 BC when the main territory was conquered by the Persians. The colonies however lasted a bit longer and the last ones (in Tunisia and Spain) were included in the Roman empire at the end of the Punic wars, around 260 BC.   As an ethnicity, the Phoenicians were basically of Semite origin, but were also a mix of tribes from the regions of Lebanon and Syria. 
Phoenicia, was an ancient maritime trading culture based around modern day Lebanon.   Phoenicia, also known as Canaan, was an ancient civilization situated around Lebanon. The Phoenicians were a thalassocracy (thalassocracy, meaning a nation who had maritime supremacy), primarily dealing with maritime ventures like merchant cities, using galley ships to trade. They were also one of the strongest of the maritime superpowers of their time. 

Tarshish was the westernmost trading and seafaring nation of the ancient world.  Merchants of Tarshish refer to the Phoenician maritime and trading community located in southern Spain during the general time of King Solomon, 3,000 years ago. The merchants of Tarshish, during the last 500 years, developed into the modern mercantile nations of Western Europe:  Spain, Holland, and Great Britain.

The Lion is the symbol of England, and as Beaver was influential in the development of Canada through the fur trade led to its designation as their national animal.  The Spanish Fighting Bull is obviously the symbol of Spain.  The Eagle is the symbol of The United States of America, and the Kangaroo is the national symbol of Australia:  its emblem is on the Australian coat of arms, on some of its currency.  The young lions are former colonies of Great Britain:  The United States of America, Canada, Australia, etc . . .

The ships of Tarshish were the largest seagoing vessels known to the Semitic world, and the name was eventually applied to any large ocean-going vessel. . . . The ships of Tarshish became proverbial as an expression of sea power and wealth through their sea trade.

Genesis 10:7

And the sons of Cush; Seba, and Havilah, and Sabtah, and Raamah, and Sabtechah: and the sons of Raamah; Sheba, and Dedan.


Modern archaeological evidence increasingly supports Sheba being located in modern Yemen.  The Queen of Sheba came to King Solomon:


2 Chronicles 9:1-28
 1And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon, she came to prove Solomon with hard questions at Jerusalem, with a very great company, and camels that bare spices, and gold in abundance, and precious stones: and when she was come to Solomon, she communed with him of all that was in her heart. 

 2And Solomon told her all her questions: and there was nothing hid from Solomon which he told her not. 

 3And when the queen of Sheba had seen the wisdom of Solomon, and the house that he had built, 

 4And the meat of his table, and the sitting of his servants, and the attendance of his ministers, and their apparel; his cupbearers also, and their apparel; and his ascent by which he went up into the house of the LORD; there was no more spirit in her. 

 5And she said to the king, It was a true report which I heard in mine own land of thine acts, and of thy wisdom: 

 6Howbeit I believed not their words, until I came, and mine eyes had seen it: and, behold, the one half of the greatness of thy wisdom was not told me: for thou exceedest the fame that I heard. 

 7Happy are thy men, and happy are these thy servants, which stand continually before thee, and hear thy wisdom. 

 8Blessed be the LORD thy God, which delighted in thee to set thee on his throne, to be king for the LORD thy God: because thy God loved Israel, to establish them for ever, therefore made he thee king over them, to do judgment and justice. 

 9And she gave the king an hundred and twenty talents of gold, and of spices great abundance, and precious stones: neither was there any such spice as the queen of Sheba gave king Solomon. 

 10And the servants also of Huram, and the servants of Solomon, which brought gold from Ophir, brought algum trees and precious stones. 

 11And the king made of the algum trees terraces to the house of the LORD, and to the king's palace, and harps and psalteries for singers: and there were none such seen before in the land of Judah. 

 12And king Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all her desire, whatsoever she asked, beside that which she had brought unto the king. So she turned, and went away to her own land, she and her servants. 

 13Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one year was six hundred and threescore and six talents of gold; 

 14Beside that which chapmen and merchants brought. And all the kings of Arabia and governors of the country brought gold and silver to Solomon. 
 15And king Solomon made two hundred targets of beaten gold: six hundred shekels of beaten gold went to one target. 

 16And three hundred shields made he of beaten gold: three hundred shekels of gold went to one shield. And the king put them in the house of the forest of Lebanon. 

 17Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, and overlaid it with pure gold. 
 18And there were six steps to the throne, with a footstool of gold, which were fastened to the throne, and stays on each side of the sitting place, and two lions standing by the stays: 

19And twelve lions stood there on the one side and on the other upon the six steps. There was not the like made in any kingdom. 

 20And all the drinking vessels of king Solomon were of gold, and all the vessels of the house of the forest of Lebanon were of pure gold: none were of silver; it was not any thing accounted of in the days of Solomon. 

 21For the king's ships went to Tarshish with the servants of Huram: every three years once came the ships of Tarshish bringing gold, and silver, ivory, and apes, and peacocks. 
 22And king Solomon passed all the kings of the earth in riches and wisdom. 

 23And all the kings of the earth sought the presence of Solomon, to hear his wisdom, that God had put in his heart. 

 24And they brought every man his present, vessels of silver, and vessels of gold, and raiment, harness, and spices, horses, and mules, a rate year by year. 
25And Solomon had four thousand stalls for horses and chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen; whom he bestowed in the chariot cities, and with the king at Jerusalem. 
 26And he reigned over all the kings from the river even unto the land of the Philistines, and to the border of Egypt. 
 27And the king made silver in Jerusalem as stones, and cedar trees made he as the sycomore trees that are in the low plains in abundance. 

 28And they brought unto Solomon horses out of Egypt, and out of all lands. 

Verse 21 above:  Tarshish in Spain lay the city of Tartessos.  According to Herodotus and Strabo, Tartessos is where Cadiz now stands.  Carteria on the Bay of Gibraltar was also known as Tartessus. Tarshish of southern and central Spain was noted, for it's silver, iron, tin, and lead works.  Tarshish was a city of the Phoenicians in a distant part of the Eastern Mediterranean Sea, in southern Spain.  Tarshish was in a perfect geographical position to obtain gold and silver from the nearby Sierra Morena mountains in southern Spain.  Ivory, apes and peacocks could have come from the nearby northern and western African coasts.  Phoenicia was located on the Eastern Mediteranean coast and most of the Phenician city-states were spread all around the Mediteranean basin, in North Africa (Morroco, Tunisia, Lybia, Algeria, Egypt), the Italian peninsula, Sicillia, Corsica, Turkey, Spain and Portugal, all had Phoenician collonies. Phoenicia as a state and civilization lasted from 1550 BC to 300 BC when the main territory was conquered by the Persians. The colonies however lasted a bit longer and the last ones (in Tunisia and Spain) were included in the Roman empire at the end of the Punic wars, around 260 BC.   As an ethnicity, the Phoenicians were basically of Semite origin, but were also a mix of tribes from the regions of Lebanon and Syria. 
Phoenicia, was an ancient maritime trading culture based around modern day Lebanon.   Phoenicia, also known as Canaan, was an ancient civilization situated around Lebanon. The Phoenicians were a thalassocracy (thalassocracy, meaning a nation who had maritime supremacy), primarily dealing with maritime ventures like merchant cities, using galley ships to trade. They were also one of the strongest of the maritime superpowers of their time. 
Tarshish was the westernmost trading and seafaring nation of the ancient world.  Merchants of Tarshish refer to the Phoenician maritime and trading community located in southern Spain during the general time of King Solomon, 3,000 years ago. The merchants of Tarshish, during the last 500 years, developed into the modern mercantile nations of Western Europe:  Spain, Holland, and Great Britain.

The Lion is the symbol of England, and as Beaver was influential in the development of Canada through the fur trade led to its designation as their national animal.  The Spanish Fighting Bull is obviously the symbol of Spain.  The Eagle is the symbol of The United States of America, and the Kangaroo is the national symbol of Australia:  its emblem is on the Australian coat of arms, on some of its currency.  The young lions are former colonies of Great Britain:  The United States of America, Canada, Australia, etc . . .

The ships of Tarshish were the largest seagoing vessels known to the Semitic world, and the name was eventually applied to any large ocean-going vessel. . . . The ships of Tarshish became proverbial as an expression of sea power and wealth through their sea trade.
Ezekiel 27:12

12Tarshish was thy merchant by reason of the multitude of all kind of riches; with silver, iron, tin, and lead, they traded in thy fairs.

It is no wonder they were named "Tartessos" ("to be smelted"). 


Jonah 1:3
 3But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.

Dedan, the Brother of Sheba (See Ezekiel 38:13 above).

The invader’s forces are aimed at Israel, but involve the entire Middle East. Sheba and Dedan, aligned with a group of "merchants," are seen here questioning the motives of the northern aggressor, gog and magog (The Prince of Russia and the land of Russia). Since the powers represented by these names, Sheba and Dedan, seem to figure rather strongly among the latter-day world powers, it might behoove us to know who they are as nations today.  This "east country" is Saudia Arabia. Technically, it lies east of ancient Ammon (modern Jordan) in the Saudi Arabian Peninsula. 


Brother to Sheba and grandson to Abraham, Dedan is an important patriarch of the Arab tribes. His sons are the Asshurim (unrelated to Asshur, son of Shem), the Letushim and the Leummim. Their territories are unknown, except by indirect reference. This is true of most Arab tribes, since until recent times, they were nomadic, traveling from one trading site to another, lodging in a widespread network of oases. For centuries, territory was less important to them than trade. In the following scripture, the Prophet Isaiah depicts Dedan in this very setting:


Ezekiel 38:18-20

18And it shall come to pass at the same time when Gog shall come against the land of Israel, saith the Lord GOD, that my fury shall come up in my face. 
 19For in my jealousy and in the fire of my wrath have I spoken, Surely in that day there shall be a great shaking in the land of Israel; 
 20So that the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the heaven, and the beasts of the field, and all creeping things that creep upon the earth, and all the men that are upon the face of the earth, shall shake at my presence, and the mountains shall be thrown down, and the steep places shall fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground.

There will be a "great shaking," either a great earthquake, or nuclear weapons (if you've seen pictures of the bombing of Hiroshima, it shows every building, every wall came down).  We are clearly told that when the Russians invade the Middle East, then the Tribulation  will commence. Furthermore, this time marker links Gog’s invasion with the unveiling of the Lord’s "fury."   This war mentioned by the Prophet Ezekiel is also spoken of by the Prophet Zechariah.


Zechariah 8:1-3 

 1Again the word of the LORD of hosts came to me, saying, 

 2Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I was jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I was jealous for her with great fury. 
 3Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and the mountain of the LORD of hosts the holy mountain.
This prophecy, respects the time to come; in the war of gog and magog, when they shall come up against Jerusalem, and the Lord Jesus Christ shall pour out His great wrath upon them.  The Lord Jesus Christ is jealous for her, not only literally of Jerusalem, but spiritually of His Church in Gospel times.   . . . and I was jealous for her with great fury: that is, against her enemies; the Babylonians and Chaldeans now, and the antichristian powers in Gospel times (Roman Catholic church, muslims, and others who are against God's Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ, and against God's Elect). 
Zechariah 1:14

 14So the angel that communed with me said unto me, Cry thou, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy. 

Zechariah 8:1-3

 1Again the word of the LORD of hosts came to me, saying, 

 2Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I was jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I was jealous for her with great fury. 
 3Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and the mountain of the LORD of hosts the holy mountain. 

4Thus saith the LORD of hosts; There shall yet old men and old women dwell in the streets of Jerusalem, and every man with his staff in his hand for very age.

So tranquil and prosperous shall the nation be that wars shall no longer prematurely cut off the people: men and women shall reach advanced ages. The promise of long life was esteemed one of the greatest blessings in the Jewish theocracy with its temporal rewards of obedience.


Exodus 20:12
 12Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.

Deuteronomy 4:40

 40Thou shalt keep therefore his statutes, and his commandments, which I command thee this day, that it may go well with thee, and with thy children after thee, and that thou mayest prolong thy days upon the earth, which the LORD thy God giveth thee, for ever.. 

Hence this is a leading feature in millennial blessedness.
Isaiah 65:20-22

 20There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days: for the child shall die an hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred years old shall be accursed. 

 21And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. 

 22They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and another eat: for as the days of a tree are the days of my people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands.

The sixth chapter of Revelation features the "Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse," they bring war, famine, economic collapse, and a deathly plague. Taken together, they are typical of a world war, in which there is a total breakdown of societal restraint, law, and infrastructure. They do not come at once, but one after the other.  Beginning with the Apostles until the time that the Lord Jesus Christ returns.  It also tells us that victims will number in the millions, as in World Wars I & II. This war in Ezekiel 38, 39, however, will dwarf the conflicts of the twentieth century.  To make matters worse, after the smoke clears, the antichrist will arise as peacemaker, promising to bring a better world.  This war proceeds Armageddon.  



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkish_Republic_of_Northern_Cyprus
Pergamos (Greek: Πέργαμoς, Turkish: Beyarmudu) (Pergama) is a village located in the Larnaca District of Cyprus. The town is situated in the part of the island controlled by the de facto Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus and is the site of a Green Line crossing checkpoint.


Revelation 2:12-14

 12And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges; 

 13I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth. 

 14But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.

Revelation 2:13

"13I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is: (Rome) . . ."

Antipas was the angel or minister, star or (Pastor) of the Church of Pergamos who was martyred for refusing to Worship other "gods".  Pergamos was then led by "priests" of Smyrna, sent by Rome, who were sent there to hold services.

Also, in the "second" century there were several in this place that suffered martyrdom for the Lord Jesus Christ, as Carpus, Papulus, and a woman whose name was Agathonice. Attalus, the martyr, who suffered in the same century, was also a native of this place. In the "fifth" century there was a Bishop (Elder) of Pergamos in the council at Ephesus; and in the "sixth" century, there was one in the "fifth" synod at Constantinople; and in the "seventh" century, Theodorus, Bishop (Elder) of the Church, was in the sixth synod held at the same place; and in the "eighth" century one Pastilas was Bishop (Elder) of Pergamos; and in the same age, Basil, Bishop (Elder) of this place, was in the Nicene synod; now, though the Christian name is but almost wholly extinct; there was in the middle ages a little "church" called St. Theodore's, where a "priest" was frequently sent from Smyrna by order of the pope in Rome, to perform divine service, there being but a very few "Christian families" in it.  This "church" St. Theodore's in Pergamos represents the church from the time of Constantine, and onward, rising up to, and enjoying great power, riches, and honor.  Pergamos, therefore signifies high and lofty; things that were sublime and lofty were held by the Greeks in high esteem, and were called ta pergama, and also all high and lofty towers. The church at Pergamos was built under a very high and steep mountain, upon the top of which a tower was erected, by the lords of the lesser Asia, which still continues. The "church" that Pergamos represented had its principal seat of power at Rome, where Satan dwelt, Revelation 2:12-14; which signifies exalted likewise; and it introduces the man of sin, antichrist, which are of the popes of Rome, who exalted themselves above all that is called God, princes, kings, and emperors; whom they excommunicated, dethroned, trod upon their necks, kicked off their crowns, and obliged them to hold their stirrups while they mounted their horses, with other haughty action, too many to name.

Pergamus, or rather, Pergamum, on the river Caicus. It was capital of Attalus the Second's kingdom, which was bequeathed by him to the Romans, 133 B.C. Famous for its library, founded by Eumenes (197-159), and destroyed by Caliph Omar. Parchment, that is, Pergamena charta, was here discovered for book purposes. Also famous for the magnificent temple of Æsculapius, the healing god.

Revelation 2:12 . . . he which hath the sharp sword with two edges--appropriate to His address having a twofold bearing, a searching power so as to convict and convert some (Revelation 2:13,17), and to convict and condemn to punishment others (Revelation 2:14-16, especially Revelation 2:16

THE CHURCH AT PERGAMOS . . . Pergamos the farthest north of the Seven Churches, a city once the capital of the kingdom of Pergamos, which was great and flourishing when the Apostle John wrote. Pergamos still exists with about 14,000 population, of whom around 3,000 profess to be Christians. 

Revelation 2:12
 12And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges; 

The church of Pergamos was infested with men of corrupt minds, who did what they could to corrupt both the faith and manners of the the Lord Jesus Christ's Church; and Christ, being resolved to fight against them by the sword of His Word, takes the Title of Him that hath the sharp sword with two edges. (1.) The Word of God is a sword; it is a weapon both offensive and defensive, it is, in the hand of God, able to slay both sin and sinners. (2.) It is a sharp sword. No heart is so hard but it is able to cut it; it can divide asunder between the soul and the spirit, that is, between the soul and those sinful habits that by custom have become another soul. (3.) It is a sword with two edges; it turns and cuts every way. There is the edge of the Law against the transgressors of that dispensation, and the edge of the Gospel against the despisers of that dispensation; there is an edge to make a wound, and an edge to open a festered wound in order to cause its healing. There is no escaping the edge of this sword: if you turn aside to the right hand, it has an edge on that side; if on the left hand, you fall upon the edge of the sword on that side; it turns every way.


Where the throne of satan is - Pergamos (taught by a priest from Smyrna, sent by Rome) was above measure given to idolatry: so satan had his throne and full residence there. Thou holdest fast my name (calling themselves Christians, True Worshipers of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and Him alone as their Lord and Savior) - Openly and resolutely confessing me before men, but in practice following idols, coveting, and following after the error of Baalam – desiring money, wealth, to deceive the people having them cursed of God. Even in the days wherein Antipas - Martyred under Domitian. Atnipas was my faithful witness - Happy is he to whom the Lord Jesus Christ, the faithful and true witness, giveth such a testimony!

These things, saith he, which hath the sharp sword with two edges.  This title is used partly to show, that the only weapon the True Church, and the True ministers and members of it had, to defend themselves against the growing corruptions of antichrist, who in this interval rose up by degrees, and was revealed, and came to the height of his power.  This two edged sword was, and is, the Word of God, the Holy Scriptures of truth; and partly to show, that in process of time, though not in this period, the man of sin should be destroyed, with the breath of Christ's mouth -- as the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the very Word of God, John 1:1-14, and the brightness of His coming; of which the Lord Jesus Christ is fighting against the Nicolaitans, with the sword of His mouth, Revelation 2:16; is an emblem.


And he had in his right hand seven stars,.... The angels or pastors of the seven churches, 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation 1:20&version=KJV"
Revelation 1:20. The ministers of the Gospel are compared to stars, because of their efficient cause, God, who has made them, and fixed them in their proper place (as fixed stars), and for His Glory; and because of the matter of them, being the same with the heavens, so ministers are of the same nature with the Churches; and because of their form, light, which they receive from the sun, so True Preachers of the Gospel receive their light from Christ; and because of their multitude and variety, so the ministers of the Gospel are many, and their gifts different; and chiefly for their usefulness, to give light to others, to direct to Christ Jesus alone, and point out the way of salvation in and through Him alone, and to rule over the Churches: nor was it unusual with the Jews to compare good men to stars, and to the seven stars. The seven lamps in the candlestick answer to the seven stars to which the righteous are like. These are led and held in Christ's right hand; which shows that they are dear unto Him, and highly valued by Him to be his ministers; that they are His, in His possession, at His disposal, whom He uses as His instruments to do His earthly work; and whom He upholds and sustains, that they SHALL NOT shrink under their burdens; as He preserves them from failing, and so holds them that they shall stand fast in the faith until the very end, as the Apostle Paul explains: 2 Timothy 4:7, having fought a good fight, having finished their course, having kept the faith, and not be carried away with the error of the wicked:  and out of His mouth, the mouth of the Lord Jesus Christ went a sharp two edged sword; which speaks of the Word of God;  Ephesians 6:17; This comes out of the mouth of Christ, it is the very Word of God, and not of man; and is a sharp sword, contains sharp reproofs for sin, severe threatenings against it, and gives cutting convictions of it, and is a two edged one; and by its two edges may be meant Law and the glorious Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; the God's Law lays open the sins of men, fills with grief and anguish for them, yea, not only wounds, but kills; and the Gospel (Good news of the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth) who cuts down the best in man, his wisdom, holiness, righteousness, and carnal privileges, in which he trusts; and the worst in man, teaching him to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts: or the Word of God may be so called, because it is a means both of saving and of destroying; it is the savior of life unto life to some, and the savior of death unto death to others; and is both an offensive and defensive weapon; it is for the defense of the Saints, against satan, and his false teachers, and every other enemy; and an offensive one to them, which cuts them down, and destroys them and their principles.  This also is the judiciary sentence of the Lord Jesus Christ upon the wicked, which will be a fighting against them, and a smiting of the nations of the world; Revelation 2:16; which the Hebrews (Jews) interpret of the Law: and His countenance [was] as the sun shineth in His strength; at noonday; such was the countenance of the Lord Jesus Christ at his transfiguration, Matthew 17:2; and designs here the manifestation of Himself in the Glories of His person, and in the riches of His Grace; Who is the sun of righteousness that arises upon His people with light, heat, joy, and comfort; see the phrase in Judges 5:31, which the Jewish writers understand of the strength of the sun both in the summer solstice, and in the middle of the day, or at noon, at which time its heat is strongest, and it usually shines brightest; the design of the metaphor is to set forth both the Glory and Majesty of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.



-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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