In God's Holy Word, it has been shown us that from the beginning, satan has twisted the God's Truth into a lie, "Has God said, 'Yea . . . Ye shall not eat of every tree of the Garden?' '. . . Ye shall not surely die: . . . '
Genesis 3:1-6
 1Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 

 2And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 
 3But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.
 4And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 

 5For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 
 6And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 
Genesis 3:1, here God said the serpent, satan the devil, was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made.  Not several facts here:

1.  The serpent is satan the devil
2.  satan was more subtil:  subtle meaning shrewd, crafty, sly, to be subtle, to be shrewd, to be crafty.
3.  beast is one who lacks understanding, lacks the Truth of God, made to be taken an destroyed 2 Peter 2:10-16.
4.  God had made the devil, that is satan, he is a created being.


So, here satan from the beginning has twisted God's truth into a lie.  God used His Word to set His Standard in place, His Christ, to set forth His Doctrine of Truth to the world.  The True Christian faith by its very nature must be express in words (in preposition, teachings, doctrines,) and is expressed exactly this way.  These Truths, in the form of words, His Words, when Preached and then received by one that God has quickened -- that is made alive anew, alive Spiritually by His breath, His Holy Spirit, this man then at that very moment, apart from anything the man did nor could have done, is at that very moment born again of God's Holy Spirit.  God lifts up His Standard in place, His Christ, to set forth His Doctrine of Truth to the world.

Jesus Christ is God's Standard:
Isaiah 49:22-23
 22Thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I will lift up mine hand to the Gentiles, and set up my standard to the people: and they shall bring thy sons in their arms, and thy daughters shall be carried upon their shoulders.
He shows that Jesus Christ will not only gather this great number from the Jews but also from the Gentiles.
 23And kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their queens thy nursing mothers: they shall bow down to thee with their face toward the earth, and lick up the dust of thy feet; and thou shalt know that I am the LORD: for they shall not be ashamed that wait for me.
Meaning, that kings will be converted to the Gospel, and bestow their power and authority for the preservation of His Church.  The kings being joined with the Church, they will humble themselves to Christ their Head, and give him all honor and glory.

These words of God, His Word Jesus Christ, received in one now Born Again, produces their faith, which leads to right action.  Change the content of the words, His Word, and the faith is changed and in turn so are the actions.  Compromised words produce a compromised faith, which produces compromised actions.  God has ordained that individuals, cultures, and nations of the world be transformed through His Word.  This can ONLY happen as the True Words of God, His Word, are preserved and communicated by those Called of God to deliver those words.
Romans 10:13-15
 13For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
 14How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 
 15And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!

The Body of Christ, as He Jesus Christ is the Head of His Body which is His Church, is one people who serve one Lord and hold to one Holy Bible, knowing and understanding one Holy Complete Perfect Doctrine of Truth.  There are not several bodies of Christ, but one.  There are not divided bodies of Christ, but one.  There are not separate interpretations of Holy Scripture, but one Truth.

Martin Luther wrote, "If I profess with the loudest voice and clearest exposition every portion of the Truth of God except precisely that little point which the world and the devil are at that moment attacking, I am not confessing Jesus Christ, however boldly I may be professing Christ.  Where the battle rages, there the loyalty of the soldier is proved, and to be steady on all the battlefield besides, is mere flight and disgrace if he flinches at that very point of attack."

The battle is raging against Jesus Christ's Church from all sides.  Her Lord is strong, and she is destined to win!  Yet, the battle is never one by looking on.  The battle must be engaged.  God's sovereignty will give the victory when one battles in faithful obedience.


Matthew 15:7-9
 7Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, 
 8This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. 
 9But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.
Hypocrite in the Greek means actor.  They act the part.


I thought Jesus came to die for EVERYONE'S sin, right?  No.  Jesus said that the Spiritual Truths that He proclaimed in parables are for those He called to understand, NOT for those who have not been Called.  God's Calling is effectual, meaning:  
2 Peter 1:1-12
 1Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ:
 2Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, 
 3According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 
 4Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 
 5And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
 6And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 
 7And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 
 8For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 9But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 
 10Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:
 11For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 12Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth.
2 Peter 1:1-12
 1Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, 

Some 130 times in Holy Scripture, this word servant is used, but that is not the meaning of the Greek.  A servant can be one employed.  
1. One who is privately employed to perform domestic services.
2. One who is publicly employed to perform services, as for a government.
3. One who expresses submission, recognizance, or debt to another: your obedient servant.
The problem translating the word thus, is that people think their salvation is one they chose, and they are obedient to Christ Jesus by their free will, the will of their flesh.  This is not at all the sense here, and throughout Holy Scripture with the word servant, although even in the King James version it is translated as such.  It means bond-slave, one bought out of a market.  Bought with a price, the precious blood of the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ.
John 8:33-35
33They answered him, We be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free? 
 34Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin. 
 35And the servant abideth not in the house for ever: but the Son abideth ever.

The Pharisees proclaim to Jesus Christ, that He errs, as they have not been the slave of any man, under bondage as a slave, not as a servant of hire that could leave their employment.  They say, as we have not been in bondage, a slave, we have no need to be made free, so why are You, Jesus, saying "Ye shall be made free?"
Verse 34 above, Jesus answers them and says, Verily, which at the beginning of a discourse - surely, truly, of a truth, Jesus firmly answers them saying, ". . . Whosoever (aren't you glad you are one of the whosoevers?  Not!) committeth sin is the servant (bond slave, under bondage) to sin.
Bondage means:
1. The state of one who is bound as a slave or serf.
2. A state of subjection to a force, power, or influence.
3. The practice of being physically restrained, as with cords or handcuffs, as a means of attaining sexual gratification.
4. Villeinage.
1. a slave, bondman, man of servile condition 
a. a slave 
b. metaph., one who gives himself up to another's will those whose service is used by Christ in extending and advancing his cause among men, claims no will of their own
c. devoted to another to the disregard of one's own interests 
2. a servant, attendant

A servant is employed, and can have more than one employer.  A slave is owned by one Master.  There is a one to one relationship.  You cannot have a slave without a Master, and you cannot have a Master without a slave.  Sole ownership.


The Jews had come to serve two Masters, mammon that is money, and God (they thought.)
Luke 16:12-14
 12And if ye have not been faithful in that which is another man's, who shall give you that which is your own? 
 13No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 

 14And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these things: and they derided him.

What is Jesus saying here?
Jesus says in verse 13 of Luke 16, "No servant, that is one who lives in the same house as another, spoken of all who are under the authority of one and the same householder" can "serve (be the slave of)
1. a slave, bondman, man of servile condition 
a. a slave 
b. metaph., one who gives himself up to another's will those whose service is used by Christ in extending and advancing his cause among men, claims no will of their own
c. devoted to another to the disregard of one's own interests 
two masters . . . "  The word serve in the Greek means a slave.

As a bond-slave, there is sole ownership.  As a servant, you can be employed by more than one employer.  Jesus says, I am the Master, and you are the slave.  Jesus says, you cannot live in my household -- the Kingdom of God, if you serve (are the slave of) another Master.  Single and sole ownership is taught here by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Matthew 23:5-9
 5But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their garments, 
 6And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, 
 7And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. 
 8But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren. 
 9And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven.

Sole ownership.  Jesus, in verse 8 of Matthew 23, say, " . . . one is your Master, even Christ;"  Sole owner, owned by Him as His slave.  Furthermore, Jesus Christ has adopted us into His family, His "world," as His brethren or brother, thus making us an heir.
Matthew 12:47-50

47Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren stand without, desiring to speak with thee. 
 48But he answered and said unto him that told him, Who is my mother? and who are my brethren? 
 49And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren! 
 50For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.

Returning now to what the Holy Spirit through the Apostle Peter taught us in verse 10 . . .
2 Peter 1:10
10Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:
The Holy Spirit here through the Apostle Peter ties together calling and election.  You are Elect if you are Called.  You are Called because you are the Elect of God.  They are tied together.  Like peanut butter and jelly.  Although two separate things, they are tied together when associated together with the word "and," which is a conjunction, a primary particle, having a copulative and sometimes also a cumlative force of speach.
Like Spirit and in Truth, or high and mighty, or dog and pony, etc . . .  the two are tied together so that we know even though different, they are associated.
 
Your calling . . . 
1. to call 
a. to call aloud, utter in a loud voice 
b. to invite (by name)
2. to call i.e. to name, by name 
a. to give a name to 
1. to receive the name of, receive as a name 
2. to give some name to one, call his name 
b. to be called i.e. to bear a name or title (among men) 
c. to salute one by name 
Matthew 1:21
 21And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.


God's calling is an effectual calling.  Always.  That is producing or sufficient to produce a desired effect; fully adequate.
We see that the Messiah's name was to be JESUS, for He was Called (to be called, i.e.:  to bear a name or title (among men), as God's Standard.  Jesus, the Standard, Jesus the Messiah, Jesus the one Called by God, that is God gave Him His name, which is above all names -- Lord Jesus Christ.  In His Calling, Jesus was sufficient to produce the desired effect, fully adequate for God's purpose.
2 Peter 1:10

10Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:


Calling is of God to perfectly produce the desired effect, fully adequate for God's purpose for those He called - the Elect.
His Gospel is NOT for everyone, for they cannot believe unless His Holy Spirit causes them to be Born Again.  God made this choice before the foundation of the world, when God Chose who would be saved.  Without being one who was to be saved, you cannot understand the Truth of the Gospel, but instead are only those who draws nigh with only their words.  When people who claim to be Christians, but are not, who give lip service only, they are but an actor, a hypocrite.
Matthew 13:1-23
1The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side. 
 2And great multitudes were gathered together unto him, so that he went into a ship, and sat; and the whole multitude stood on the shore. 
 3And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow; 
 4And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up: 
 5Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth: 
 6And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away. 
 7And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them: 
 8But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. 
 9Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.
What is Jesus saying here?  Everyone has ears, right?  Why is it that everyone didn't hear what He just said?
 10And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables?
Parables were little stories to teach great Spiritual Truths.  They cannot hear the Spiritual Truths, as they are not His.  Only those who are the Elect of God, Called, Chosen, can hear these Spiritual Truths in the parables.
 11He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 


They have not been given the Spirit by God, for they were not the Elect.  They could not understand the Spiritual Truths, for they were not meant to understand.

 12For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath.

One who does not have the Holy Spirit, who might have tasted of the goodness that the Word spoke, who like the effects offered to a Christian, not the requirments made of Christians, to them who have a little of this understanding and had tasted of the goodness, from him shall be taken away even that he hath, as it was not for him if he was not Chosen of God.
 13Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. 

 14And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: 
 15For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. 
 16But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear. 
 17For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them. 
 18Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. 

 19When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side. 

 20But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; 
 21Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended. 
 22He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful. 
 23But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.
Why cannot they understand?  It is not given for them to understand.  God has not Chosen to give His Holy Spirit to all, just the Elect, those Called by God for His purpose alone.  Not being Called, they are Spiritual dead in their trespasses and sins.  A dead man cannot understand.  They must be born again, for only Spirit understand Spirit.
Job 32:7-9
 7I said, Days should speak, and multitude of years should teach wisdom. 
 8But there is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them understanding. 
 9Great men are not always wise: neither do the aged understand judgment.


This word, inspiration in verse 8 of Job 32 means:
1. breath, spirit 
a. breath (of God) 
b. breath (of man) 
c. every breathing thing 
d. spirit (of man) 
The Spirit in a man can only have understanding if God Himself gives them that understanding by His breath, by His Holy Spirit.  Unless the Holy Spirit has been breathed upon a man, causing him to be born again, man cannot have understanding of Spiritual Truths.


Speaking of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, when He would come:
Isaiah 11:1-5
 1And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: 
 2And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; 
 3And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: 
 4But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth: with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.
Only Spirit understands Spirit:
1 Corinthians 2:11-13
 11For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 

 12Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 
 13Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.
Why cannot they hear nor understand?  They have the spirit of man.  They cannot know the Spirit of God.  True Worshippers have received the Spirit of God, that we might KNOW the things that are freely given to us of God.  These Spiritual Truths we KNOW, are not of man's wisdom or that which he teaches, but that which the Spirit of God, the Holy Ghost teaches, so that which is taught then is understood so that we KNOW His Spiritual Truth.



Why cannot a man without the Holy Spirit, not having God's breath of new life, without His everlasting life having been breathed into them understand Spiritual Truth?
1 Corinthians 2:14 
 14But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

A natural man, one who has not been Born Again into God's family, adopted unto Jesus Christ as a joint heir with Him, cannot understand nor will he receive the things of the Spirit of God.  Why?  They are foolishness to him, and neither can he know them.  Why, he does not have the Spirit of God, God's Holy Spirit, and without that man cannot understand Spiritual Truths as they are Spirtually discerned.

Colossians 1::7-17

 7As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear fellowservant, who is for you a faithful minister of Christ;
 8Who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit. 
 9For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 
 10That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; 
 11Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness; 
 12Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 
 13Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 
 14In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: 
 15Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 
 16For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: 
 17And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.
Galatians 4:1-11
 1Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; 
 2But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father.

Even an heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant (bond-slave).  He is simply told what to do.
 3Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world:
We too, yes even the Elect, were slaves to sin.
 4But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 
 5To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.
Bought with a price, the precious blood of the Lamb slain before the foundation of the world.

 6And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.
Only true sons of God, the Elect, Chosen of God, Called for a purpose can be intimate enough to cry Abba, Father.
 
7Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.
Jesus says, I no longer call you bond-slaves, but friends, then Brethren (brothers/sisters, joint heirs).
 8Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto them which by nature are no gods.
Before God placed His Holy Spirit in you, breathing into you Spirtual Life, you served them which by nature are no gods.  Yes, even the Elect served no gods as gods, before being Born Again in Spirit by God's Holy Spirit.
 9But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage?
The Apostle here corrects himself, saying first they had known God, but says, no you have not known God, but rather are know of God, but if you are His and known of Him as His, the question arises, how could you turn again to the weak and beggarly elements, where you desire agin to be a slave under bondage?
 10Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years. 
 11I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain.
All our knowledge of God begins on His part; we know Him only because we are known of Him, and He has revealed Himself to His own, the Elect. 

1 Corinthians 1:20-21
20Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 
 21For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.

Even though our religion forbids idolatry, yet many practise spiritual idolatry in their hearts. What a man loves most, and cares most for, that is his god.  Some have their riches for their god, some their pleasures, and some their lusts. Many ignorantly worship a god of their own making; a god made all of mercy and no justice. They persuade themselves that there is mercy for all with God, as God is a God of love, perverting the Truth of God.  They repent not, but go on in their sins.

Yes, it is possible for those who have made great professions of religion, to be afterwards drawn aside from purity and simplicity which is the Gospel of Jesus Christ to their own lusts. The more mercy God has shown, in bringing any to know the Gospel, and the liberties and privileges of it, the greater their sin and folly in suffering themselves to be deprived of them.
All who are members of the outward church should learn to fear and to suspect themselves. We must not be content because we have some good things in ourselves. Paul fears lest his labor is in vain, yet he still labors, for whosoever follows comes only by true wisdom and the fear of God. Thus, every man must remember his place and Calling.
Galatians 4:11
11I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain.
Judaism was a human religion ordained of God, but, by going back to it when the ordinance of God was no longer in force, they in fact went back to the paganism out of which they had been called.


Nothing can be more striking than this statement of what ritualism is after the Cross. It is simply heathenism, going back to man's religion, when God is now fully revealed in and through His Only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ: "I am afraid of you," said the Apostle, "that I have laboured in vain." 
It grieves the Apostle to think that he might have preached the Gospel to the Galatians in vain. This statement, though, expresses more than grief. Behind his apparent disappointment at their failure lurks the sharp reprimand that they had forsaken Christ and that they were proving themselves to be obstinate unbelievers.
A great deal of the labor of faithful ministers is labor in vain; and, when it is so, it cannot but be a great grief to those who desire the salvation of souls. The labor of ministers is in vain upon those who seem to begin in the Spirit but end in the flesh, who, though they seem to set out well, yet afterwards turn aside from the way of the gospel. Those will have a great deal to answer for upon whom the faithful ministers of Jesus Christ bestow labor in vain. 
The Apostle Paul's instruction to Timothy, don't lay hands on a man too soon.  Make him prove himself in his faith.

1 Timothy 5:21-22
 21I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect angels, that thou observe these things without preferring one before another, doing nothing by partiality. 
 22Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other men's sins: keep thyself pure.
What about the justice of God?  Is God just in declaring many will be sent to hell?
1. 2 Peter 2:12
But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption;

2. Jude 1:10
But these speak evil of those things which they know not: but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves
2 Peter 2:12-16
12But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption; 
 13And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in the day time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings while they feast with you; 
 14Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children: 
 15Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 
 16But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the madness of the prophet.
The Apostle Peter here proves how like seducing teachers/preachers are to the most inferior beasts: they are like the horse and mule, which have no understanding; they are as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed. 

Men, under the power of sin, are so far from observing divine revelation that they do not exercise reason, nor act according to the direction of God in His Word. They walk by sight, and not by faith, and judge of things according to their senses; as these represent things pleasant and agreeable, so they must be approved and esteemed.

Brute-creatures follow the instinct of their sensitive appetite, and sinful man follows the inclination of his carnal mind; these refuse to employ the understanding and reason God has given them, and so are ignorant of what they might and ought to know; and therefore observe.  They may taste of the goodness of God, but refuse to eat of the manna.
Ignorance is the cause of evil-speaking, and destruction will be the effect of it. These persons shall be utterly destroyed in their own corruption. Their vices not only expose them to the wrath of God in the world to come, but often bring them to misery and ruin in this life.
Such sinners as they that sport themselves in their mischief deceive themselves and disgrace all they belong to, for by one sort of sin or another they prepare themselves yet for another sin; their extravagant feastings, their intemperance in eating and drinking, bring them to commit all manner of lewdness, so that their eyes are full of adultery, their wanton looks show their own impure lusts and are designed and directed to kindle the like in others.  This is what they cannot cease from-the heart is insatiate in lusting and the eye incessant in looking after what may gratify their unclean desires, and those who are themselves impudent and incessant in sin are very diligent and often successful in deceiving others and drawing others into the same excess of riot.

Observe here are those who are in the greatest danger of being led away into error and impiety -- that is those who are unstable. Those whose hearts are not established with Grace are easily turned into the way of sin, or else such sensual wretches would not be able to prevail upon them, for these are not only riotous and lascivious, but covetous also, and these practices their hearts are exercised with and upon, and is their hearts desire to do that which is contrary to the Will of God.
They pant after riches, and the desire of their souls is to the wealth of this world.  It is a considerable part of their work to contrive to get wealth, this too, is their hearts desire.  Then, they execute their projects to try and achive such. As men abandon themselves to all sorts of lusts, we cannot but wonder that the Apostle should call them cursed children, for they are liable to the curse of God denounced against such ungodly and unrighteous men, and they bring a curse upon all who hearken and adhere to them.

Furthermore, the Apostle Peter proves that they are cursed children, even such covetous persons as the Lord abhors, by showing that they have forsaken the right way; and it cannot be but such self-seekers must be out of the right way.  The right way is a self-denying way. Yes, they have gone into a wrong way: they have erred and strayed from the way of life, and gone over into the path which leads to death, and takes hold of hell.  This the Apostle Peter makes out by showing it to be the way of Balaam, the son of Bosor.  That is a way of unrighteousness into which men are led by the wages of unrighteousness.  Outward temporal good things are the wages sinners expect and promise themselves, though they are often disappointed. The inordinate love of the good things of this world turns men out of the way which leads to the unspeakably better things of another life.

The love of riches and honor turned Balaam out of the way of his duty, although he knew that the way he took displeased the Lord. Those who from the same principle are guilty of the same practices with notorious sinners are, in the judgment of God, the followers of such vile offenders, and therefore must reckon upon being at last where they are: they shall have their portion with those in another world whom they imitated.  Heinous and hardened sinners sometimes meet with rebukes for their iniquity. Yes, God stops them in their way, and opens the mouth of conscience, or by some startling providence startles and affrights them. Though some more uncommon and extraordinary rebuke may for a little while cool men's courage, causing them not not act as boldly in their disobedience, and hinder their violent progress in the way of sin, it will not make them forsake the way of iniquity and go over into the way of Holiness.

If rebuking a sinner for his iniquity could have made a man return to his duty, surely the rebuke of Balaam must have produced this effect, for here is a surprising miracle wrought: the dumb ass, in whose mouth no man can expect to meet with reproof, is enabled to speak, and that with a human voice, and to her owner and master (who is here called a prophet, Numbers 22:23-24, but indeed he was among the Prophets of the Lord as Judas among the Apostles of Jesus Christ), and she exposes the madness of his conduct and opposes his going on in this evil way, and yet all in vain.
Deuteronomy 32:5
 5They have corrupted themselves, their spot is not the spot of his children: they are a perverse and crooked generation.


Why have they corrupted themselves?  They do not trust in Jesus Christ as their Rock, as He is the Rock, not Peter.


Matthew 16:17-19
 17And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 
 18And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
 19And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

Jesus said to Peter, " . . . That thou are Peter,  (petros, a little rock, a pebble) and upon this rock, Petra -- hugh Rock, foundation stone (myself, Jesus Christ) I will build My church . . ."  Did Peter even once ever claim to be the Rock?  No.  God made the claim, though, through Moses His Prophet:
(Deuteronomy 32:1-5 & 18
 1Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the words of my mouth. 
 2My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass: 
 3Because I will publish the name of the LORD: ascribe ye greatness unto our God. 
 4He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he. 
 5They have corrupted themselves, their spot is not the spot of his children: they are a perverse and crooked generation. 

18Of the Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful, and hast forgotten God that formed thee.)


They once knew God, but have forgotten God as their Rock:

Romans 1:21
 21Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.
Isaiah 17:11-12
 11In the day shalt thou make thy plant to grow, and in the morning shalt thou make thy seed to flourish: but the harvest shall be a heap in the day of grief and of desperate sorrow. 
 12Woe to the multitude of many people, which make a noise like the noise of the seas; and to the rushing of nations, that make a rushing like the rushing of mighty waters!

Verse 12 multitude of many people (masses) which make a noise like the noise of the seas (the "sea" in Holy Scripture imagery stands for the large unorganized mass of mankind.

World describes an organized grouping of either a family, nation, or tribe, or ones who think alike.
Sea is the unorganized mass of people, and world when spoken of people is an organized grouping of people.
Matthew 13:47-48
 47Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind: 

 48Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away.

Verse 47 of Matthew 13, " . . . , and gathered of every kind of people.  The net was cast into the sea, the unorganized mass, to bring out the Elect, the Chosen, those He called, before the foundation of the world. 

Where is it that "the antichirst comes from?"  The world, satan's world, which is the sea, the mass of unorganized peoples:
Revelation 13:1
 1And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.
Who are the false pastors, false teachers, and how are they described?
Jude 1:12-13
 12These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots; 
 13Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever.
Jesus Christ, the Rock of our Salvation, has the voice of many waters, many peoples.  He can speak to people of every nation, tongue, and tribe.
Ezekiel 43:1-2
 1Afterward he brought me to the gate, even the gate that looketh toward the east: 
 2And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east: and his voice was like a noise of many waters: and the earth shined with his glory.
Revelation 1:14-16
 14His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 
 15And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters. 

 16And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.
Revelation 5:8-10

8And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints. 
 9And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;
". . . and hast redeemed us, bought us, to God by thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; . . ."
 10And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.
Revelation 14:1-3
 1And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads. 
 2And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps: 
 3And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth.
Exodus 20:18-19
 18And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar off. 
 19And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die.

God's voice is so terrible, that the people perceived the thunders, could actually see the thunderings round about them.  If you have ever been in a terrible lightning storm, you can understand what is said here.  If not, maybe you won't understand.
Jesus's voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder . . .
Hebrews 12:18-21
18For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest, 
 19And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice they that heard intreated that the word should not be spoken to them any more: 
 20(For they could not endure that which was commanded, And if so much as a beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through with a dart: 
 21And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly fear and quake:)
Exodus 19:16-17
16And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people that was in the camp trembled. 

 17And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet with God; and they stood at the nether part of the mount. 
Moses was in the camp.  He brought forth the people out of the camp to meet with God.  Verse 16 says that ALL the people, that includes Moses as he was in the camp with the people trembled.  Moses wasn't a superman.  He, too, trembled.

2 Peter 2:12-16
12But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption; 

Those who know not God, are described as though dumb animals, beasts made to be destroyed.


Jesus made it very plain:
Luke 9:49-50
 49And John answered and said, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name; and we forbad him, because he followeth not with us. 
 50And Jesus said unto him, Forbid him not: for he that is not against us is for us.
Matthew 12:30
 30He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.
Philippians 3:18-19 

18(For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: 
 19Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.)
Psalm 49:20

20Man that is in honour, and understandeth not, is like the beasts that perish.


Job 31:1
 1I made a covenant with mine eyes; why then should I think upon a maid?

2 Peter 2:14
 14Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children:
2 Peter 2:1
 1But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.
Jude 1:12
 12These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots;
2 Peter 2:19
 19While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.
. . . brought into slavery.

2 Peter 2:9
 9The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished:
The unjust, the non-Elect, have a reservation - - hell.
The just, the Elect of God, have been made so by God who declared them just and righteous (right with God by His righteousness), that he (God) might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.  God did this before He created the foundations of the earth, calling them His Elect.

Romans 3:25-27
 25Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 
 26To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. 
 27Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith.

Romans 8:21
 21Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.
Creature is one made by God, someone or something created.  Angels are creatures, beast of the field are creatures, man is a creature.  

2 Peter 1:10
 10Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:

2 Peter 2:4
4For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; 

These angles, too, dark angles who kept not their first estate, have a reservation.

2 Peter 2:1
 1But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.

1 Corinthians 3:16 

 16Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?
1 Corinthians 3:17
 17If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.
Jeremiah 12:9-11
9Mine heritage is unto me as a speckled bird, the birds round about are against her; come ye, assemble all the beasts of the field, come to devour. 
 10Many pastors have destroyed my vineyard, they have trodden my portion under foot, they have made my pleasant portion a desolate wilderness. 
 11They have made it desolate, and being desolate it mourneth unto me; the whole land is made desolate, because no man layeth it to heart.
Praise to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Paul (<:)
Jesus first!
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