Ezekiel 24:15-18 & 21


 15Also the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 

 16Son of man, behold, I take away from thee the desire of thine eyes with a stroke: yet neither shalt thou mourn nor weep, neither shall thy tears run down.
Meaning his wife in whom the Prophet Ezekiel delighted.  (However, we need to look forward also in this passage to see that God was doing this to the Prophet Ezekiel to show a greater truth to the people of God, the Jews, that they were not to mourn for the desire of their eyes either, the sanctuary.)  
 17Forbear to cry, make no mourning for the dead, bind the tire of thine head upon thee, and put on thy shoes upon thy feet, and cover not thy lips, and eat not the bread of men. 

 18So I spake unto the people in the morning: and at even my wife died; and I did in the morning as I was commanded.


21Speak unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will profane my sanctuary, the excellency of your strength, the desire of your eyes, and that which your soul pitieth; and your sons and your daughters whom ye have left shall fall by the sword.

(Profane here in verse 21 of Ezekiel 24 means defile, pollute, desecrate, make common that which is Holy.)
Though mourning for the dead is a duty, yet it must be kept under by religion and right reason: we must not sorrow as men that have no hope. Believers must not copy the language and expressions of those who know not God. The people asked the meaning of the sign. God takes from them all that was dearest to them. As Ezekiel wept not for his affliction, so neither should they weep for theirs. Blessed be God, we need not pine away under our afflictions; for should all comforts fail, and all sorrows be united against us, yet the broken and contrite heart and the mourner's prayer are always acceptable before God.

The temple, though built for God, and where He dwelt, and was Worshipped; where duties performed and Holy sacrifices formerly had been offered up to Him; this God now says He would profane defile, pollute, desecrate, that is, would bring the Chaldeans against Jerusalem, who should take it, and enter into the Temple, and so profane it, and make it common, yea, utterly destroy it.  Does God do evil?  When God says He will do this, is this something He actually does?  No.  God is perfect, pure, righteous and just.  He cannot sin, nor can He cause sin.  He knows the evil that men will do, and He allows this freedom for man to sin, He allows their free will to produce the evil and allows it to exist.  Men then, indirectly in their evil are still His servants, even satan.  When God moves, when God sends His Holy Spirit, evil flees, cannot stand against God Holy Spirit, against God's Will, as all things are done in and through and by His Will.  Nothing escapes Him.

This Temple of the Jews was what was called the excellency of their strength, the desire of their eyes, and that which their soul pitieth; all which is said of the Temple; it was the pride and glory of the Jews, what they boasted of, and put their confidence in, and reckoned their strength and security; it was as dear and as desirable to them as Ezekiel's wife was to him.  It was something created by God to allow men to Worship Him with Holy sacrifices.  However, the evil of men had caused them to go through the motions of sacrifice, and instead of placing their confidence and faith in God, their confidence and pride was toward the Temple itself completely missing the point of Worship.


1 Corinthians 7:29-31

 29But this I say, brethren, the time is short: it remaineth, that both they that have wives be as though they had none; 

 30And they that weep, as though they wept not; and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as though they possessed not; 

 31And they that use this world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of this world passeth away.
The word "fashion" in verse 31 of 1 Corinthians 7 means:
to have (hold) in the hand, in the sense of wearing, to have (hold) possession of the mind (refers to alarm, agitating emotions, etc.), to hold fast keep, to have or comprise or involve, to regard or consider or hold as, as comprising everything in a person which strikes the senses, the figure, bearing, discourse, actions, manner of life etc. 
a. external things such as pertain to property or riches or furniture or utensils or goods or food etc. 

b. used of those joined to any one by the bonds of natural blood or marriage or friendship or duty or law etc, of attendance or companionship
The Apostle Paul tells us not to weep, prolonged weaping for as the heathen do that have no hope, for even a wife, to come to the realization that we are to behave as though we have not had a wife, even if the Lord has blessed us with a beautiful loving wife, one who is and has been looking only to love and cherish her husband and to speak well of him. Here, the Apostle Paul exhorts all Christians to Holy indifference toward the world. As to relations, even a wife; Christians must not set their hearts on the comforts of this relationship. It can be gone in a second.  As to afflictions; Christians must not indulge the sorrow of the world: even in sorrow the heart may be joyful knowing in whom our hope and joy is founded, on what foundation we have our hope, Jesus Christ. As to worldly enjoyments; here is not the Christians rest. As to worldly employment; Christians who prosper in trade, and increase in wealth, should hold their possessions as though they held them not. As to all worldly concerns; Christians must keep the world out of their hearts. All worldly things are show; nothing solid. All that is of this world is sand that is ever shifting, unstable.  All will be quickly gone. Wise concern about worldly interests is a duty; the Apostle speaks here, though, to be full of care about the concerns of this world, to have anxious and perplexing care for the things of this world, is a sin. By this maxim the Apostle Paul solves the case whether it were advisable to marry. That condition of life is best for every man, which is best for his soul, and keeps him most clear of the cares and snares of the world.

Here, the Apostle Paul tells us not to hold fast to this world, and as we pass through this world, we are not to abuse it . . . as not abusing it,.... Such as have a large affluence of the things of this world, should use them in a moderate and temperate manner; should not squander them away extravagantly, or spend them on their lusts, and use them intemperately, which is to abuse them.  
Philippians 4:4-6
 4Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, Rejoice.

In the midst of this life, whether you have or have not, whether even what you have if it be taken away, rejoice!  Knowing this:  God is in control, and everything is as God has planned it to be.  As one in His family, adopted into his family by Jesus Christ, we hold on to the joy and hope.  We are always to be looking toward that blessed hope, Jesus Christ. 
 
5Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. 

 6Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.
Titus 2:11-14

 11For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 

 12Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; 

 13Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 

 14Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.
The word "all" in Titus 2:11 above can me everyone individually, or collectively meaning some of each type of men.  People err in not knowing the Holy Scriptures, by thinking that God's Grace brings salvation to all men individually.  This is contrary to other Scripture, and thus cannot be the meaning nor the Truth.

The word "all" does not mean everyone individually.  In stead, the sense of what is taught show the meaning of the word "all" is used Collectively, meaning some of each type of men.  Example:

... "the whole world has gone after him" Did all the world go after Christ? Answer:  No.  ". . . then went all Judea, and were baptized of him in Jordan."  Was all Judea, or all Jerusalem, baptized in Jordan? Answer:  No.  "Ye are of God, little children", and the whole world lieth in the wicked one".  Does the whole world there mean everybody? Answer:  No, as the Elect, God's Chosen, those whom He called, have been called out of the world, or satan's family.  The words "world" and "all" are used in some seven or eight senses in Holy Scripture, and it is very rarely the "all" means all persons, taken individually. The words are generally used to signify that Christ has redeemed some of all sorts-- some Jews, some Gentiles, some rich, some poor, and has not restricted His redemption to either Jews alone or the Gentiles alone, but has those whom are of both folds, both Jew and Gentiles, rich and poor, male and female whom He has foreordained to be saved.


God's Grace, His saving Grace brings Salvation to those whom He hath appeared.  To all men who are His, Elect, Called, Chosen by God (collectively meaning some of each type).  God's Grace brings Salvation.  Salvation means:
1. deliverance, preservation, safety, salvation 

a. deliverance from the molestation of enemies 

b. in an ethical sense, that which concludes to the souls safety or salvation 

1. of Messianic salvation 

2. salvation as the present possession of all true Christians 

3. future salvation, the sum of benefits and blessings which the Christians, redeemed from all earthly ills, will enjoy after the visible return of Christ from heaven in the consummated and eternal kingdom of God.
Revelation 17:14-15

 14These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.

What does this mean, they that are with Jesus Christ, are called, and chosen, and faithful?  They are the Elect of God, Called and Chosen, and they are faithful keeping His Word.
 15And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.


Does the whore sit on everyone individually?  Answer:  No.  She sits on peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.  In fact, the whole world, EXCEPT those whose names have been written in the Lamb's Book of Life before the foundation of the world.

This whore, the Roman Catholic church/state, sits or rules over people, and multitude, and nations, and tongues, but not over everyone.
Revelation 17:8

 8The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.

Those whose names ARE written in the Lamb's Book of Life from the foundation of the world are God's Elect, His whom He has Called and Chosen, they are the ones who are faithful keeping His Word.


2 Peter 1:2-4
2Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, 

 3According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 

 4Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
Matthew 13:47-48

 47Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind: 

 48Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away.

The Kingdom of Heaven gathers of every kind.  What do you mean every kind?  Of every people, and multitude, and nations, and tongues.  Then God separates those into two classes.  Those who are His, that He Chose from the foundation of the world, the Elect, and those who are not His, those fitted for destruction that are bad.  God with His Only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ are the "they" who cast them away into outer darkness -- Hell.

Notice, here, that God the Father and God the Son, Jesus Christ, gather the good fish.  The good fish did not choose them, but the Father and Son did the choosing, the gathering.  Jesus said, you did NOT chose me, but I Chose you.

In verse 48 of Matthew 13, we have a most interesting word:  " . . . gathered."
1. to gather together, to gather 

a. to draw together, collect 

1. of fishes 

2. of a net in which they are caught 

2. to bring together, assemble, collect, to join together, join in one (those previously separated) 

3. to lead, take with one 
a. to lead by laying hold of, and this way to bring to the point of destination: of an animal 
b. to lead by accompanying to (into) a place 
c. to lead with one's self, attach to one's self as an attendant 
d. to conduct, bring 
e. to lead away, to a court of justice, magistrate, etc. 


Furthermore, the word vessels in the same verse is used only two times in Holy Scripture, 
Matthew 13:48 above, Matthew 25:4 directly below, both speaking of those who are His, those who have the True Holy Spirit of God.
Matthew 25:1-4

 1Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. 

 2And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 

 3They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: 

 4But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.

Matthew 25:4 also uses the word "took," which is also interesting:  means to associate with one's self as companion, attendant.  An attendant is one who attends or waits on another.  One who waits on another to attend.  The word attend means:  To accompany or wait upon as a companion or servant or slave.  So the meaning of this is the wise took (associated themselves with one to accompany or wait upon as a slave, wait as a slave to whom?  The Bridgroom.  The Bridegroom accepts them, as they are the good (fish, referencing Matthew 13:48, who God had separated out and cast the bad away) bad virgins who had no oil in their vessels.


All took a position; they go out, they leave the house to go out and meet the Bridegroom. He tarries. This also has taken place in that they all fall asleep before His arrival. The whole professing Church has lost the thought of the Lord's return-even the faithful who have the Spirit.

Then the call goes out that the Bridegroom is coming, faithful Ministers awaken the Church that He, the Lord Jesus Christ is near.


Psalm 45:14

 14She shall be brought unto the king in raiment of needlework: the virgins her companions that follow her shall be brought unto thee. 


The number 10 was greatly taken notice of, and used among the Jews: a congregation consisted of 10 persons, and less than that number did not make a congregation.  Wherever there were 10 persons in a place, they were obliged to build a synagogue. Ten elders of the city were witnesses of Boaz's taking Ruth to be his wife:
Ruth 4:2

 2And he took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, Sit ye down here. And they sat down.

2 Peter 1:9-11

 9But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 

 10Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 

 11For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
God always does the Calling, Elect's or Chooses.  Always.

Deuteronomy 18:3-5
3And this shall be the priest's due from the people, from them that offer a sacrifice, whether it be ox or sheep; and they shall give unto the priest the shoulder, and the two cheeks, and the maw. 

 4The firstfruit also of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and the first of the fleece of thy sheep, shalt thou give him. 

 5For the LORD thy God hath chosen him out of all thy tribes, to stand to minister in the name of the LORD, him and his sons for ever.

Deuteronomy 21:5

 5And the priests the sons of Levi shall come near; for them the LORD thy God hath chosen to minister unto him, and to bless in the name of the LORD; and by their word shall every controversy and every stroke be tried:
1 Samuel 16:1-13
 1And the LORD said unto Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? fill thine horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite: for I have provided me a king among his sons. 

 2And Samuel said, How can I go? if Saul hear it, he will kill me. And the LORD said, Take an heifer with thee, and say, I am come to sacrifice to the LORD. 

 3And call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will shew thee what thou shalt do: and thou shalt anoint unto me him whom I name unto thee. 

 4And Samuel did that which the LORD spake, and came to Bethlehem. And the elders of the town trembled at his coming, and said, Comest thou peaceably? 

 5And he said, Peaceably: I am come to sacrifice unto the LORD: sanctify yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice. And he sanctified Jesse and his sons, and called them to the sacrifice. 

 6And it came to pass, when they were come, that he looked on Eliab, and said, Surely the LORD's anointed is before him. 

 7But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart. 

 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, Neither hath the LORD chosen this. 

 9Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by. And he said, Neither hath the LORD chosen this. 

 10Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before Samuel. And Samuel said unto Jesse, The LORD hath not chosen these. 

 11And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children? And he said, There remaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth the sheep. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch him: for we will not sit down till he come hither. 

 12And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to. And the LORD said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he. 

 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah.
How unfair of God you say!  God chose one over all the others to Anoint to Call, to have Chosen!  God has always been the chooser.  God is always the same, He never changes.



2 Samuel 7:8-11
 8Now therefore so shalt thou say unto my servant David, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, I took thee from the sheepcote, from following the sheep, to be ruler over my people, over Israel: 
 9And I was with thee whithersoever thou wentest, and have cut off all thine enemies out of thy sight, and have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth. 

 10Moreover I will appoint a place for my people Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own, and move no more; neither shall the children of wickedness afflict them any more, as beforetime, 

 11And as since the time that I commanded judges to be over my people Israel, and have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. Also the LORD telleth thee that he will make thee an house.

1 Chronicles 28:3-5

 3But God said unto me, Thou shalt not build an house for my name, because thou hast been a man of war, and hast shed blood. 

 4Howbeit the LORD God of Israel chose me before all the house of my father to be king over Israel for ever: for he hath chosen Judah to be the ruler; and of the house of Judah, the house of my father; and among the sons of my father he liked me to make me king over all Israel: 

 5And of all my sons, (for the LORD hath given me many sons,) he hath chosen Solomon my son to sit upon the throne of the kingdom of the LORD over Israel.
Revelation 5:4-6

 4And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon. 

 5And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. 

 6And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.



1 Chronicles 28:9-10

 9And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever. 

 10Take heed now; for the LORD hath chosen thee to build an house for the sanctuary: be strong, and do it.

1 Chronicles 29:1-3

 1Furthermore David the king said unto all the congregation, Solomon my son, whom alone God hath chosen, is yet young and tender, and the work is great: for the palace is not for man, but for the LORD God. 

 2Now I have prepared with all my might for the house of my God the gold for things to be made of gold, and the silver for things of silver, and the brass for things of brass, the iron for things of iron, and wood for things of wood; onyx stones, and stones to be set, glistering stones, and of divers colours, and all manner of precious stones, and marble stones in abundance. 

 3Moreover, because I have set my affection to the house of my God, I have of mine own proper good, of gold and silver, which I have given to the house of my God, over and above all that I have prepared for the holy house.


2 Chronicles 29:8-14
8Wherefore the wrath of the LORD was upon Judah and Jerusalem, and he hath delivered them to trouble, to astonishment, and to hissing, as ye see with your eyes. 

 9For, lo, our fathers have fallen by the sword, and our sons and our daughters and our wives are in captivity for this. 

 10Now it is in mine heart to make a covenant with the LORD God of Israel, that his fierce wrath may turn away from us. 

 11My sons, be not now negligent: for the LORD hath chosen you to stand before him, to serve him, and that ye should minister unto him, and burn incense. 

 12Then the Levites arose, Mahath the son of Amasai, and Joel the son of Azariah, of the sons of the Kohathites: and of the sons of Merari, Kish the son of Abdi, and Azariah the son of Jehalelel: and of the Gershonites; Joah the son of Zimmah, and Eden the son of Joah: 

 13And of the sons of Elizaphan; Shimri, and Jeiel: and of the sons of Asaph; Zechariah, and Mattaniah: 

 14And of the sons of Heman; Jehiel, and Shimei: and of the sons of Jeduthun; Shemaiah, and Uzziel.



Psalm 33:11-13
11The counsel of the LORD standeth for ever, the thoughts of his heart to all generations. 

 12Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; and the people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance. 

 13The LORD looketh from heaven; he beholdeth all the sons of men.

Psalm 135:3-5
3Praise the LORD; for the LORD is good: sing praises unto his name; for it is pleasant. 
4For the LORD hath chosen Jacob unto himself, and Israel for his peculiar treasure. 

 5For I know that the LORD is great, and that our Lord is above all gods.

Jeremiah 33:23-26

 23Moreover the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, saying, 

 24Considerest thou not what this people have spoken, saying, The two families which the LORD hath chosen, he hath even cast them off? thus they have despised my people, that they should be no more a nation before them. 

 25Thus saith the LORD; If my covenant be not with day and night, and if I have not appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth; 

 26Then will I cast away the seed of Jacob and David my servant, so that I will not take any of his seed to be rulers over the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: for I will cause their captivity to return, and have mercy on them.

Here the words of the LORD:  The LORD's covenant with the heavens and the earth would fail before His Covenant with David would be broken. However deeply sunk in despair the people might be, the LORD would never cast off Jacob, or His servant David, but He would cause their captivity to return.  Even while they were in captivity, the LORD would not hide His face forever, but He would return and yet have mercy on them.
Jeremiah 31:35-36

 35Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; The LORD of hosts is his name: 

 36If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the LORD, then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before me for ever.
The LORD here says that only when the sun will no longer shine as light by day, nor when the moon and the stars no longer shine by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar.  The word "divideth" the sea means:  to rest or repose, be at rest or repose, settle, quiet, give rest.  In other words, He stilleth," or "maketh the sea quiet".  All of these things would happen, says the Lord, before I would break my Covenant with David.


Some teach us that Israel has been set aside by God.  They are no longer the people of God, only Christians.  God will return to His people, whom He called, whom He Chose, His Elect.  God Called and Anointed Cyrus to save the LORD's Elect, Israel.

Isaiah 45:1-6

 1Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut; 

 2I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron: 

 3And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel. 

 4For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me. 
 5I am the LORD, and there is none else, there is no God beside me: I girded thee, though thou hast not known me: 
 6That they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the west, that there is none beside me. I am the LORD, and there is none else.

The LORD here tells Cyrus, although I've Anointed you to be a great King over other kings, I have not done this for you, for you had not even known me.  I did this (Verse 4) For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect . . .

God Elected and Called, and had Chose Israel.  God alone does the Calling, the Choosing.
John 13:17-19

 17If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them. 

 18I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but that the scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me. 

 19Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to pass, ye may believe that I am he.


Jesus says here, if you know the things I have spoken to you, happy are ye if you do them.  However, Jesus says, I am NOT speaking to you all.  I know whom I have Chosen, and I did it for a purpose that the Holy Scripture would be fulfilled . . .  Jesus says, I'm telling you before this happens, so that when it does happen, you may believe that I Am He!
Psalm 41:9

 9Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me.
Matthew 26:14-16

 14Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, 

 15And said unto them, What will ye give me, and I will deliver him unto you? And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver. 

 16And from that time he sought opportunity to betray him.

Matthew 27:9-10

 9Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him that was valued, whom they of the children of Israel did value; 

 10And gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord appointed me.

Jeremiah 18:1-4
1The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,

2Arise, and go down to the potter's house, and there I will cause thee to hear my words. 

 3Then I went down to the potter's house, and, behold, he wrought a work on the wheels. 

 4And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it.


God has authority and power, to form and fashion not only individuals as He see fit, but also Kingdoms and nations as He pleases. The LORD may dispose of us as He thinks fit; and it would be as absurd for us to dispute this, as for the clay to quarrel with The Potter. God always goes by fixed rules of justice and goodness. When God is coming against us in judgments, we may be sure it is for our sins; sincere conversion from the evil of sin will prevent the evil of punishment, as to persons, and to families, and nations.

One turn of the hand, one turn of the wheel, a slight touch by The Potter (God) alters the shape of the clay, makes it a vessel, unmakes it, new-makes it. Thus are our times in God's hand, and not in our own, and it is in vain for us to strive with Him. It is spoken here of nations; the most politic, the most potent, are what God is pleased to make them, and no other.  See how the Holy Spirit through Job shows us the Power of God as The Potter.
Job 12:13-25
13With him is wisdom and strength, he hath counsel and understanding. 

 14Behold, he breaketh down, and it cannot be built again: he shutteth up a man, and there can be no opening. 

 15Behold, he withholdeth the waters, and they dry up: also he sendeth them out, and they overturn the earth. 

 16With him is strength and wisdom: the deceived and the deceiver are his. 

 17He leadeth counsellors away spoiled, and maketh the judges fools. 

 18He looseth the bond of kings, and girdeth their loins with a girdle. 

 19He leadeth princes away spoiled, and overthroweth the mighty. 

 20He removeth away the speech of the trusty, and taketh away the understanding of the aged. 

 21He poureth contempt upon princes, and weakeneth the strength of the mighty. 

 22He discovereth deep things out of darkness, and bringeth out to light the shadow of death. 

 23He increaseth the nations, and destroyeth them: he enlargeth the nations, and straiteneth them again. 

 24He taketh away the heart of the chief of the people of the earth, and causeth them to wander in a wilderness where there is no way. 

 25They grope in the dark without light, and he maketh them to stagger like a drunken man.

Psalm 107:32-34

 32Let them exalt him also in the congregation of the people, and praise him in the assembly of the elders. 

 33He turneth rivers into a wilderness, and the watersprings into dry ground; 

 34A fruitful land into barrenness, for the wickedness of them that dwell therein.

Isaiah 40:15
 15Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the balance: behold, he taketh up the isles as a very little thing.

Proverbs 16:4
 4The LORD hath made all things for himself: yea, even the wicked for the day of evil.

Yes, the LORD God made even the wicked for the day of evil.  The wicked already have a reservation.  A place reserved:  hell.
Job 21:30
 30That the wicked is reserved to the day of destruction? they shall be brought forth to the day of wrath.
Romans 9:22
 22What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction:

So God as The Potter, willing to show His wrath, and to make his power known, endures for a long time with much suffering the vessels He made, which He made as " . . . vessels of wrath fitted to destruction:"  Vessels made for wrath fitted for destruction.

The word fitted means:

Prepare for one self, to fit or frame.
God has made vessels of wrath, prepared by God fit for destruction.


God makes some vessels of wrath, prepared by God fit for destruction, as others God makes as vessel of honor, calling them Elect, Chosen, Called, so that we can call Him Abba:
Romans 9:21
21Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour?
Isaiah 64:8
8But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand.

Are we not bound to submit, as the clay to The Potter's wisdom and will?
Isaiah 29:15:16
 15Woe unto them that seek deep to hide their counsel from the LORD, and their works are in the dark, and they say, Who seeth us? and who knoweth us?
16Surely your turning of things upside down shall be esteemed as the potter's clay: for shall the work say of him that made it, He made me not? or shall the thing framed say of him that framed it, He had no understanding?

So God as The Potter, willing to show His wrath, and to make his power known, endures for a long time with much suffering the vessels He made, which He made as " . . . vessels of wrath fitted to destruction:"  Vessels made for wrath fitted for destruction.

The word fitted means:
Prepare for one self, to fit or frame.
God has made vessels of wrath, prepared by God fit for destruction.
Isaiah 45:9
 9Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker! Let the potsherd strive with the potsherds of the earth. Shall the clay say to him that fashioneth it, What makest thou? or thy work, He hath no hands?


Potsherd:  Earthenware, clay pottery, shard, potsherd, earthen vessel, vessel made of clay.

Every thing is appointed of God.  God has foreordained whatever comes to pass; there is a purpose for everything under the heavens, and a time fixed for the execution of it. All things are appointed by the Lord, as for men; their birth, and the time of it, with all the circumstances attending it; the place of their abode, their Calling, station of life, and usefulness; all adverse and prosperous dispensations; their death, with all the events leading to it: and so likewise all things respecting their spiritual and eternal estate.  The choice of them to salvation; their redemption by Christ.  God has reserved unto Himself the time of His coming, sufferings, and death, and the circumstances thereof.  Furthermore, God has reserved the conversion of God's Elect, the time, place, and means; these are all according to His purpose, the purpose of God.  Also, we see everything is according to His purpose times of affliction, temptation, desertion, and of joy and comfort to His own. In a word, the final state of all men, good and bad, is fixed by the Lord.  All creatures are made to answer to His original design in making them, to the laws of their creation, and to answer His ends and purposes.  All is utimately for His own glory, for His praise, for his own sake.  Which agree, as with the sense of the words, so with:
Revelation 4:11
 11Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.

Yes, even the wicked for the day of evil; even the destruction of the wicked, which is under a divine appointment, is for his glory. God did not make men wicked; he made man upright, and man has made himself wicked; and, being so, God may justly appoint man to damnation for his wickedness under God's justice. "The day of evil," or "evil day," is the day of wrath and ruin, unto which wicked men are reserved by the appointment of God.  This is true of wicked angels, wicked men, and particularly of that wicked one, the man of sin and son of perdition, antichrist.


Even the wicked are God's creatures, though they are rebels.  God gave them the very powers with which they fight against Him, which aggravates their wickedness. They will not have God that made them rule them, and therefore, though God made them, God will not save them.

God made all according to His own Will and for His own praise.  God designed to serve His own purposes by all His creatures, and God by His design all are His servants. God makes no man wicked, but God made those who He foresaw, who He foreknew would be wicked.  Yet God made them and it greived Him that He did make them.
Genesis 6:6
6And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.


Why did God make them, because God knew how to get Himself honor from them, even though in making them He knew He would destroy them:

Romans 9:22
 22What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction:
God made the wicked to be instruments of His wrath in the day of evil, when God brings judgments on the world. God makes some use even of wicked men, as of other things, to be his sword, his hand.
Psalm 17:13-14

13Arise, O LORD, disappoint him, cast him down: deliver my soul from the wicked, which is thy sword: 

 14From men which are thy hand, O LORD, from men of the world, which have their portion in this life, and whose belly thou fillest with thy hid treasure: they are full of children, and leave the rest of their substance to their babes.



Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon - King of "confusion" which is what Babylon means, is called God's servant.
Jeremiah 27:5-7
 5I have made the earth, the man and the beast that are upon the ground, by my great power and by my outstretched arm, and have given it unto whom it seemed meet unto me. 
 6And now have I given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant; and the beasts of the field have I given him also to serve him. 

 7And all nations shall serve him, and his son, and his son's son, until the very time of his land come: and then many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of him.

Proverbs 11:21
 21Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be unpunished: but the seed of the righteous shall be delivered.

Job 34:29
 29When he giveth quietness, who then can make trouble? and when he hideth his face, who then can behold him? whether it be done against a nation, or against a man only:

God created Judas Iscariot, but decided to make Judas a vessel of dishonor, and thus he was marred in the hand of the potter (God).  So, He (God) made it again another vessel, as seemed good to The Potter to make it.  A Chosen Vessel.  One Called by God, Elect.

Speaking of the Apostle Paul, God said:
Acts 9:15-16
 15But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: 
 16For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake.



God is The Potter; individuals and nations are made by God.

Jeremiah 18:6 
60 house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith the LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the potter's hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel.

As God made Judas Iscariot which was a vessel unto dishonor, and also Israel a nation made by The Potter's hand to receive the Old Covenant, and this Old Covenant being imperfect, God The Potter made it to be destroyed, set aside for a New Covenant.
Hebrews 8:6-9
 6But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises. 

 7For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second. 

 8For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah: 

 9Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord.

1 Corinthians 1:26-29
 26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 

 27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 

 28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 

 29 That no flesh should glory in his presence.
Ephesians 1:3-6
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 
 4According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 

 5Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 

 6To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.
2 Thessalonians 2:12-14
 12That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 

 13But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 

 14Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Timothy 2:3-5
 3Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 

 4No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. 

 5And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully.

James 2:4-6 

 4Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil thoughts? 

 5Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him? 

 6But ye have despised the poor. Do not rich men oppress you, and draw you before the judgment seats?

1 Peter 2:8-10
 8And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. 
 9But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light; 

 10Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.

1 Peter 2:8 says that Jesus Christ who to the Jews was a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the Word, being disobedient, whereunto also they did all of this because God had known before He created the earth that they would, they were appointed to stumble at the Word.  Yes, the Jews were appointed to do so.  God knew before hand they would.  God already had that planned into the events that would happen before anything was created.
1 Samuel 12:22-24

 22For the LORD will not forsake his people for his great name's sake: because it hath pleased the LORD to make you his people. 

 23Moreover as for me, God forbid that I should sin against the LORD in ceasing to pray for you: but I will teach you the good and the right way: 

 24Only fear the LORD, and serve him in truth with all your heart: for consider how great things he hath done for you.

Psalm 96:12-13
12Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein: then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice.


Men as trees . . .  Do all the trees of the wood, if you consider the "wood" to be every single person in the world individually rejoice?  No.  All the trees of the wood, are those who are members of His family, one's own people, a kinsman . . .



 13Before the LORD: for he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth: he shall judge the world with righteousness, and the people with his truth.
When the LORD cometh, when Jesus Christ returns to judge the earth, Jesus Christ shall judge the world with righteouness, and He will judge His people with truth.

Verse 13 of Psalm 96 says, " . . . and the people with his truth."  The word "people" here means:
1. nation, people 

a. people, nation 

b. persons, members of one's people, compatriots, country-men 

2. kinsman, kindred
Hebrews 10:29-31
 29Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? 

 30For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people. 

 31It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.


Again, the Lord will recompense or repay those who are NOT His judging them with Righteouness, and the LORD shall judge His people with Truth.
Psalm 100:1-4
 1Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands.
Does this mean that everyone individually will make a joyful noise unto the LORD?  No, those who are His people in all the lands will make a joyful noise unto the LORD.
 2Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing. 

 3Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

 4Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.

Isaiah 7:1-2
 1And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up toward Jerusalem to war against it, but could not prevail against it. 

 2And it was told the house of David, saying, Syria is confederate with Ephraim. And his heart was moved, and the heart of his people, as the trees of the wood are moved with the wind.
Isaiah 11:10
 10And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.
Do all the Gentiles seek after The Ensign of the people, Jesus Christ?  No.  Those who are Elect of God, Chosen, Called, them He shall give them His rest, and His rest shall be glorious.
Matthew 1:20-23
20But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 

 21And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins. 

 22Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 

 23Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.


Does Jesus save the whole world?  Isn't that what some say, in John 3:16, that God so loved the world (whole world of men meaning everyone individually?)  No, that is not what is declared.  The world is "His family, His people."  He is a kinsmen of theirs, He buys them as slaves, Calls them His friends, and declares they are then His Brethren.  These are His people, and He shall save His people from their sins.
John 15:14-16
 14Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 

 15Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. 

 16Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.

Jesus here says that if you do whatsoever I have commanded you to do, then you are my friends.  Do those of other religions do what Jesus has commanded?  No.  Do those who never think of God, and will not praise His Holy name do what Jesus Christ has Commanded?  No.  So, Jesus here is not speaking to those people.  He is speaking to those who He Called as friends.  Just to make it clear to them, they did not come to become His friends by them Chosing Him.  Jesus tells them plain, You have not Chosen Me, but I have Chosen you, and Ordained meaning by His own Power and Authority, by His Hand, declares that they should bring forth fruit.
John 15:13-14
 13Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 

 14Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.
Matthew 28:9-11
 9And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And they came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him. 

 10Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me. 

 11Now when they were going, behold, some of the watch came into the city, and shewed unto the chief priests all the things that were done.

John 20:16-18
 16Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master. 
 17Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God. 

 18Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the LORD, and that he had spoken these things unto her.

Ephesians 1:9-14
9Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 

 10That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 
 11In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 

 12That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 

 13In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 

 14Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.
John 21:4-6
 4But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus. 
 5Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, No. 

 6And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes.


The word "Children" in verse 5 of John 21 is an interesting word in the Greek.  It comes from a root word that means:
1. servant, slave 

a. an attendant, servant, specially a King's attendant, minister, one who serves under and for a King.
James 2:22-24
 22Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? 

 23And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. 

 24Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.

Romans 1:7
 7To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Philemon 1:1-3
 1Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our brother, unto Philemon our dearly beloved, and fellowlabourer, 

 2And to our beloved Apphia, and Archippus our fellowsoldier, and to the church in thy house: 

 3Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.


Paul says, I'm a prisoner of Jesus Christ, one who is bound, in bonds, a captive, a prisoner, one held by a chain, a bond.
James 2:5
 5Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?
Hebrews 3:1-3
 1Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus; 

 2Who was faithful to him that appointed him, as also Moses was faithful in all his house. 

 3For this man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who hath builded the house hath more honour than the house.

Mark 13:19-22
 19For in those days shall be affliction, such as was not from the beginning of the creation which God created unto this time, neither shall be. 

 20And except that the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh should be saved: but for the elect's sake, whom he hath chosen, he hath shortened the days. 

 21And then if any man shall say to you, Lo, here is Christ; or, lo, he is there; believe him not: 

 22For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall shew signs and wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, even the elect.

-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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