GRAPHIC: al-Qaeda Executes Civilians
http://www.military.com/video/operations-and-strategy/terrorism/al-qaeda-executes-civilians/3336830820001/
Mar 14, 2014 

GRAPHIC: In their latest atrocity, elements of the al-Qaeda-linked terrorist group in Syria that calls itself Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) has executed in cold blood seven Syrian natives, including a 10-year-old child, with their machine guns. According to an al-Alam report on Saturday, the foreign-backed terrorists that committed the horrible crime in the northeast town of Dier ez-Zor are natives of Chechnya. Among the victims of this criminal effort is a 10-year-old boy, who is brutally executed despite his father’s pleas to save his son from being shot to death by the ISIL terrorists.
Larger video, and news story here:
http://inserbia.info/news/2014/03/syria-latest-atrocity-video-showing-execution-of-7-civilians-by-isil/
Note:  The Levant is a geographical term that refers to a large area in Southwest Asia, south of the Taurus Mountains, bounded by the Mediterranean Sea in the west, the Arabian Desert in the south, and Mesopotamia in the east. It stretches 400 miles north to south from the Taurus Mountains to the Sinai desert, and 70 to 100 miles east to west between the sea and the Arabian desert.[1] The term is also sometimes used to refer to modern events or states in the region immediately bordering the eastern Mediterranean Sea: Cyprus, Palestinian territories, Jordan, Israel, Lebanon, and Syria.
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ISIS weapons windfall may alter balance in Iraq, Syria conflicts 
http://www.latimes.com/world/middleeast/la-fg-iraq-isis-arms-20140629-story.html#page=1


Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) 

"We're talking about armaments for 200,000 soldiers, all from the Americans," concluded Yawar, a mustachioed figure whose office in Irbil features a photograph of him as a young peshmerga fighter in the 1980s against the government of former Iraqi strongman Saddam Hussein.

With such an immense quantity of captured weaponry, Yawar said, ISIS and its confederates are now capable of laying down "a colossal intensity of bullets" against their foes.

More ISIS militants and weapons are expected to pour into Syria from Iraq, said Col. Abdulrazzaq Abu Bilal, a commander with Al Tawheed Brigade, one of the Syrian groups arrayed against ISIS.
The group's success has prompted President Obama to seek $500 million from Congress to train "appropriately vetted elements of the moderate Syrian opposition."
As ISIS continues to storm through Iraq, Bilal said, its leaders seem determined to repeat the same offensive trajectory in Syria — and regain areas ceded to rivals in northern Syria.

"They are seeking to control the Turkish border in its entirety," he said, and "to cut off the supply routes and retake all the areas they lost."
Rise of ISIS poses fresh challenges for U.S. intelligence
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/rise-of-isis-poses-fresh-challenges-for-u-s-intelligence-community/
On the surface, there is a debate about who messed up regarding ISIS' advance - the intelligence community, which was responsible for seeing ISIS' rise, or the policymakers who might have stopped it.

But experts also say the CIA and other officials must adjust to a new world in which the U.S. cannot have intelligence officers embedded with U.S. troops on the front lines.

"The reality is we (Note:  Excuse me, "we'?  No, when Barack HUSSEIN Obama's Administration) lost major intelligence and military footprint in 2011 when we (Note:  Excuse me, "we'?  No, when Barack HUSSEIN Obama's Administration) withdrew our forces" from Iraq, says CBS News National Security Analyst Juan Zarate. "It doesn't mean we're blind and it doesn't mean we've lost all the relationships in [Iraq], militarily, politically, intelligence, or otherwise but ... I think we have to recognize that there were real consequences to that drawdown. Not having the physical imprint of the U.S. troops and intelligence infrastructure there has in some ways blinded us, and now we're playing catch-up."

There's a conflicting narrative on whether the U.S. intelligence community is responsible for alerting the administration to ISIS' rise in Syria and quick transition to seize territory in northern Iraq. On CBS News' "Face the Nation" Sunday, former Deputy CIA Director Michael Morell, now a CBS News national security analyst, rejected the suggestion.

"I've read several times that this is an intelligence failure. Absolutely not, absolutely not," Morell insisted. 

"[ISIS predecessor] al Qaeda in Iraq was essentially defeated when the U.S. military left at the end of 2011, and the intelligence community monitored the growth of al Qaeda post-2011 in great detail with intelligence reporting, with analysis. We made very clear that this group is becoming more and more dangerous."

Current intelligence officials have also defended their work in the region, although one official who spoke with reporters this week said the amount of information coming in had "diminished significantly" following the 2011 withdrawal because "we lost some of the 'boots on the ground' view of what was going on." 

The official did say that over the past year, the intelligence community "provided strategic warning of Iraq's deteriorating security situation... and routinely highlighted [ISIS'] growing threat in Iraq, the increasing difficulties Iraq's security forced faced in combating [ISIS] and the political strains that were contributing to Iraq's declining stability."
Pressed on who dropped the ball on acting on those warnings, the official did not cast blame.

House Intelligence Committee Chairman Mike Rogers, R-Mich., has defended the work of intelligence operatives in the region and instead said the rise of ISIS was "a policy failure" because the Obama administration failed to take action against the rise of Sunni militants operating across the border in Syria.

"Our argument at the time was if we don't do something to disrupt their growth in eastern Syria, we are going to be in serious trouble. We watched them grow, then we watched them launch an attack from eastern Syria, a safe haven in to Iraq," he said on "Face the Nation." 

"Intelligence was there. We didn't do anything in Syria, we didn't do anything when they took Fallujah, we didn't do anything when they took Mosul, they got into Tikrit, and said, 'Hey, this is a problem.' Well, no kidding."
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