Ezekiel 37:3 
3 And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered, O Lord God, thou knowest.
Ezekiel 37:1-28
1 The hand of the Lord was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of the Lord, and set me down in the midst of the valley which was full of bones,

2 And caused me to pass by them round about: and, behold, there were very many in the open valley; and, lo, they were very dry.
3 And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered, O Lord God, thou knowest.
4 Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.

5 Thus saith the Lord God unto these bones; Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live:

6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am the Lord.
7 So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his bone.

8 And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and the skin covered them above: but there was no breath in them.

9 Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord God; Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.

10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army.

11 Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts.
12 Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel.

13 And ye shall know that I am the Lord, when I have opened your graves, O my people, and brought you up out of your graves,

14 And shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I shall place you in your own land: then shall ye know that I the Lord have spoken it, and performed it, saith the Lord.

15 The word of the Lord came again unto me, saying,

16 Moreover, thou son of man, take thee one stick, and write upon it, For Judah, and for the children of Israel his companions: then take another stick, and write upon it, For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim and for all the house of Israel his companions:

17 And join them one to another into one stick; and they shall become one in thine hand.

18 And when the children of thy people shall speak unto thee, saying, Wilt thou not shew us what thou meanest by these?

19 Say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I will take the stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel his fellows, and will put them with him, even with the stick of Judah, and make them one stick, and they shall be one in mine hand.

20 And the sticks whereon thou writest shall be in thine hand before their eyes.

21 And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I will take the children of Israel from among the heathen, whither they be gone, and will gather them on every side, and bring them into their own land:

22 And I will make them one nation in the land upon the mountains of Israel; and one king shall be king to them all: and they shall be no more two nations, neither shall they be divided into two kingdoms any more at all.

23 Neither shall they defile themselves any more with their idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any of their transgressions: but I will save them out of all their dwellingplaces, wherein they have sinned, and will cleanse them: so shall they be my people, and I will be their God.

24 And David my servant shall be king over them; and they all shall have one shepherd: they shall also walk in my judgments, and observe my statutes, and do them.

25 And they shall dwell in the land that I have given unto Jacob my servant, wherein your fathers have dwelt; and they shall dwell therein, even they, and their children, and their children's children for ever: and my servant David shall be their prince for ever.

26 Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant with them: and I will place them, and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore.

27 My tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

28 And the heathen shall know that I the Lord do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for evermore.
Leviticus 26:32-33

32 And I will bring the land into desolation: and your enemies which dwell therein shall be astonished at it. 
33 And I will scatter you among the heathen, and will draw out a sword after you: and your land shall be desolate, and your cities waste.
Deuteronomy 29:23-28
23 And that the whole land thereof is brimstone, and salt, and burning, that it is not sown, nor beareth, nor any grass groweth therein, like the overthrow of Sodom, and Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboim, which the Lord overthrew in his anger, and in his wrath:

24 Even all nations shall say, Wherefore hath the Lord done thus unto this land? what meaneth the heat of this great anger?

25 Then men shall say, Because they have forsaken the covenant of the Lord God of their fathers, which he made with them when he brought them forth out of the land of Egypt:

26 For they went and served other gods, and worshipped them, gods whom they knew not, and whom he had not given unto them:

27 And the anger of the Lord was kindled against this land, to bring upon it all the curses that are written in this book:

28 And the Lord rooted them out of their land in anger, and in wrath, and in great indignation, and cast them into another land, as it is this day.

Note:  In 1867, American writer Mark Twain wrote about the land of Israel at the time saying, "Palestine sits in sackcloth and ashes… the spell of a curse that has withered its fields and fettered its energies… Palestine is desolate and unlovely… It is a hopeless, dreary, heartbroken land."  Israel for centuries was a barren, God forsaken place.  When the Jews returned to Israel, to Jerusalem is was completely barren.



Luke 21:24
24 And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.
Jeremiah 26:18
18 Micah the Morasthite prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and spake to all the people of Judah, saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Zion shall be plowed like a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of a forest.

Note:  Zion here in the Hebrew means Jerusalem.  Mountain of the House is the Temple in Jerusalem, will be leveled.  As the high places of a forest, i.e:  should become so desolate that trees should grow there, as in a forest.  With the trees, it should become covered with grass and shrubs, and thorns and briers; even Mount Moriah, on which the Temple stood.


Micah 3:12


12 Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of the forest.

Note:  Zion here in the Hebrew means Jerusalem.  Mountain of the House is the Temple in Jerusalem, will be leveled.  As the high places of a forest, i.e:  should become so desolate that trees should grow there, as in a forest.  With the trees, it should become covered with grass and shrubs, and thorns and briers; even Mount Moriah, on which the Temple stood.
Isaiah 11:10-16
10 And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, Romans 15:11-13, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.

Note:  " . . . a root of Jesse, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious."

11 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea.
12 And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.
Note:  " . . . an ensign for the nations, . . ."  An Ensign for the gathering of them.  Ensign, a flag, usually sign, i.e. miracle; standard, as pole, e.g.:  Numbers 21:8-9 -- which was a shadow of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth on the Cross of Calvary which was the reality -- for the calling of the Gentiles, that is, the Lord would do it; the Lord God Who before is said to set his hand a second time to recover his people, wherever they had been dispersed whether among the Jews or the Gentiles; this He has done in the ministration of the Gospel, in which the Lord Jesus Christ is lifted up (as an Ensign on the Cross) and held forth as the only Savior of lost sinners, the sole author and finisher of the faith, and the sole glorious Captain of Salvation, for them to flee to, and lay hold on.  This He still does, and will continue to do, until all His people are gathered in from the several parts of the world.  God shall assemble the outcasts of Israel; so those of His people among the ten Tribes, that were scattered about in various countries throughout the world, when the Gospel was Preached throughout the world by the Apostles, were called by it, and gathered into Gospel Churches among the Gentiles, of whom the first Churches of Christ consisted; and so it will be in the latter day when all Israel shall be Saved.  When Israel shall gather together the dispersed of Judah; the Jews, scattered about like lost sheep, among each of the nations of the world; some of which were looked up, and found out, and brought into the sheepfold in the first times of Christianity; and others will be in the latter day.  Even from the four corners of the earth: which shows that this cannot intend the return of the Jews from the Babylon captivity, which was only from one corner of the earth; "from the four winds of the earth, Ezekiel 37:9; highlighted at top of this study," a phrase used in a similar way and the same with that in Revelation 7:1.

13 The envy also of Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off: Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim.
14 But they shall fly upon the shoulders of the Philistines toward the west; they shall spoil them of the east together: they shall lay their hand upon Edom and Moab; and the children of Ammon shall obey them.
15 And the Lord shall utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea; and with his mighty wind shall he shake his hand over the river, and shall smite it in the seven streams, and make men go over dryshod.

16 And there shall be an highway for the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria; like as it was to Israel in the day that he came up out of the land of Egypt.
Once returned to their land, the Hebrew Language Would Be Resurrected . . .
Zephaniah 3:9
9 For then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the Lord, to serve him with one consent.

Note:  As the Jews were scattered throughout the world, they gradually stopped speaking their native Hebrew and picked up the languages of the countries where they fled. After almost 20  centuries, (2,000 years) few Jews could speak Hebrew or even read the Torah (the Law).

The Prophet Zephaniah predicted the revival of the Hebrew language . . .

God orchestrated this revival of spoken and written Hebrew through a single Orthodox Jew Eliezer Ben-Yehuda, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eliezer_Ben-Yehuda. Almost single handedly, despite great opposition from his own people, this Jew resurrected the Hebrew tongue as he studied and taught the Hebrew language all over the world." This became Eliezer's lifelong mission from God, and he reintroduced Hebrew to Palestine where it eventually became Israel's native tongue.
Jeremiah 32:44
44 Men shall buy fields for money, and subscribe evidences, and seal them, and take witnesses in the land of Benjamin, and in the places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, and in the cities of the mountains, and in the cities of the valley, and in the cities of the south: for I will cause their captivity to return, saith the Lord.

Note:  Again, the Prophet Jeremiah prophesied of a day when Jews would once again be able to purchase land within the ancient territory of Palestine (Israel). That is precisely what returning Jews were able to do, starting nearly a century ago, as many began to buy back the land in Palestine in anticipation of returning to the Land of Israel, to Jerusalem.
Isaiah 66:8
8 Who hath heard such a thing? who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to bring forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at once? for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her children.

Note:  Israel, a country that had not really existed as a separate nation for nearly 2,500 years, was declared a new sovereign state by an act of the United Nations on May 14, 1948 which ended the British Mandate. The Nation of Israel was literally born in a single day just as God through His Prophet Isaiah prophesied it would be done in a single day!  Jews immediately began streaming into Palestine, i.e.:  Israel.



Note:  The Roman Emperor Hadrian changed the Provincial name of Judea to Palestine to erase the Jewish presence in the land.  He so hated the Jews that he named the land Palestine after the hated enemies of the Jews the Philistines.  (The name Philistia (Palestine) was derived from the Syrian Philistines).  The name has nothing to do with the Arabs (formerly known as  Canaanites) who now call themselves Palestinians.
Ezekiel 20:34-36
34 And I will bring you out from the people, and will gather you out of the countries wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out.

35 And I will bring you into the wilderness of the people, and there will I plead with you face to face.

36 Like as I pleaded with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so will I plead with you, saith the Lord God.
Isaiah 43:5-8
5 Fear not: for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from the east, and gather thee from the west;

6 I will say to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not back: bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth;

7 Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have formed him; yea, I have made him.

8 Bring forth the blind people that have eyes, and the deaf that have ears.

Note:  The Jews will be brought back from the four corners, the four winds, the ends of the earth to Jerusalem, to Israel.  During the past century, millions of Jews returned, from the Middle East; from the west (Europe and the United States); from the north (in Russia); from the south (Ethiopia); and from the ends of the earth, just as it had all been Prophesied.
The Jews Would Return to Jerusalem . . .


Zechariah 8:7-8 
7 Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Behold, I will save my people from the east country, and from the west country;

8 And I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God, in truth and in righteousness.


Note:  Although Israel became a nation in 1948, the Jews did not have control over Jerusalem until 1967 when they recaptured the city during the Six Day War, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Six-Day_War.





Israel will go from being a barren waste land to a nation again flowing with milk and honey, fruitful.
Amos 9:13-14
13 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him that soweth seed; and the mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt.

14 And I will bring again the captivity of my people of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them.
Isaiah 27:6
6 He shall cause them that come of Jacob to take root: Israel shall blossom and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit.
Isaiah 35:1-2
1 The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.

2 It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our God.

Note:  The land of Palestine, that is today the Nation of Israel was a desolate wasteland full of malarial swamps and deserts right up until the beginning of the last century. When the Jews began to return to the land in large numbers, they began to transform the land. Israel has advanced farming and irrigation techniques which are the envy of the world and have taking this once barren land and turning it back into extremely productive farmland.  Israel is today a source of food for many countries. 


Isaiah 41:18
18 I will open rivers in high places, and fountains in the midst of the valleys: I will make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water.
Isaiah 51:3
3 For the Lord shall comfort Zion: he will comfort all her waste places; and he will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.
Note:  The LORD God will make Israel like the Garden of Eden.  God declared that he would restore Israel and turn her into a paradise like the garden of Eden. This foreshadows what is currently happening in Israel. The Jews have been irrigating, cultivating and reconditioning the land during much of the 1900s. Many of the country's swamps, which had been infested with malaria, have been converted into farmland. Water from the Sea of Galilee has been channeled through some portions of the deserts.


Trees Will Grow Once Again in the Wasteland that was Palestine, today's Israel.


Isaiah 41:19-20
19 I will plant in the wilderness the cedar, the shittah tree, and the myrtle, and the oil tree; I will set in the desert the fir tree, and the pine, and the box tree together:
20 That they may see, and know, and consider, and understand together, that the hand of the Lord hath done this, and the Holy One of Israel hath created it.


Note:  Trees and forests will be established in the wasteland which is what Israel was until the Jews return. During the past century, more than 200 million trees have been planted in the Nation of Israel. The replanted forests are flourishing in this tiny country because it has built a network of irrigation systems all causing the land to bloom. And truly, the LORD God brought it all about as He promised through His Prophets of old.



In the Last Days the Lord Himself will Defend Jerusalem and Israel. 

Zechariah 12:3-5
3 And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together against it.

4 In that day, saith the Lord, I will smite every horse with astonishment, and his rider with madness: and I will open mine eyes upon the house of Judah, and will smite every horse of the people with blindness.

5 And the governors of Judah shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my strength in the Lord of hosts their God.


Note:  All of the surrounding nations want to destroy Israel and drive her into the sea. The Lord has promised to make Jerusalem an immovable rock. He promises that those attacking Israel will only hurt themselves. Recently Israel's Iron Dome defense, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iron_Dome, had an incoming Hamas missile which it failed to shoot down. Listen to the words of the Commander:

  "We fired the first [interceptor]. It missed. Second [interceptor]. It missed. This is very rare. I was in shock. At this point we had just four seconds until the missile lands. We had already notified emergency services to converge on the target location and had warned of a mass-casualty incident.

  “Suddenly, Iron Dome (which calculates wind speeds, among other things) shows a major wind coming from the east, a strong wind that … sends the missile into the sea. We were all stunned. I stood up and shouted, ‘There is a God!’

Many Israelis don't actually believe in God and are not religious at all. However, they are still seeing the obvious hand of the Lord's protection upon them. Even those who have launched the rockets have allegedly admitted that Israel's God keeps intervening and spoils their aim!


TROUBLE IN THE HOLY LAND 

'Hand of God sent missile into sea'

Iron Dome operator: 'I witnessed this miracle with my own eyes'
https://www.wnd.com/2014/08/hand-of-god-sent-missile-into-sea/
'Their God changes path of rockets in mid-air'

Terrorist said to marvel at Israel's supernatural protection
https://www.wnd.com/2014/07/their-god-changes-path-of-rockets-in-mid-air/
In October 1956, [Israel's first Prime Minister] David Ben Gurion, "In Israel, in order to be a realist, you must believe in miracles."
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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