Acts 21:8
8 And the next day we that were of Paul's company departed, and came unto Caesarea: and we entered into the house of Philip the evangelist, which was one of the seven; and abode with him.



Note:  Evangelist in the Greek means:  An evangelist, a missionary, bearer of good tidings.  Properly, someone with a vocational Calling from God to announce the good news of the Gospel.  Every Christian is Called to share the Gospel, but an euaggelistḗs ("an Evangelist") does so as a vocation, (Vocation:  The work in which a person is employed or Called which includes Preaching the full message of the Lord Jesus Christ's Salvation (the whole Gospel), which is a Divine Call as one's life's work.  Evangelist is spoken of men only).



Ephesians 4:8-16
8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.

9 (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth?

10 He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.)
11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;


Note:  The word some here in the Greek means:  Men.  Properly, a Shepherd, i.e.:  a ("Pastor" in Latin).  A Shepherd, a Pastor is someone who the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth raises up to care for the total well-being of the Lord Jesus Christ's flock, which is (the people of the Lord, i.e.:  Christ Jesus).  Closely associated in meaning to:  Gedeṓn ("One Called to feed the flock,") properly, Gideon.  Gedeṓn, one of the Shepherds of the people of Israel, Hebrews 11:32-33.  See also, John 21:15-17.  A Preacher of the Gospel -- an Evangelist, one who feeds the flock.  A man Called for that Office.  In John 21:15-17, the word feed in the Greek means:  Spiritually nourish by feeding people the Word of God.  While being a shepherd focuses on "shepherding" the flock of God, i.e.:  Shepherding is caring for them as their feeder, protector, and ruler (by example) of a flock.  The last shepherd of Israel was Gideon -- before the Children of Israel began to worship Baal. 

Judges 8:33
33 And it came to pass, as soon as Gideon was dead, that the children of Israel turned again, and went a whoring after Baalim, and made Baalberith their god.
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:

13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:

14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:

16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.
2 Timothy 4:1-5
1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;

2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffering and doctrine.

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;

4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.

Let's study a bit about the Office within the Christian Church:
1 Corinthians 12:28 
28And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.


Note:  Now, the same order in Ephesians 4:11, shown below, with the addition of Evangelists in between.  Evangelists are Elders who hold the Office of Bishop, and are Preachers, but are not assigned to one Church, such as a man who is a missionary.  There are those also who as Elders hold the Office of Bishop who also Teach (Teachers, one who is an Elder, or Pastor).  Both, as you can see are Elders who hold the Office of Bishop; a Bishop is a man and is to be the husband of one wife, which excludes a woman being a Bishop, an Elder, i.e.:  Pastor, 1 Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:6-9.
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Ephesians 4:11 
11And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;



Note: In the Greek, Evangelist means: An evangelist, bearer of good tidings is a Preacher (a man who is an Elder, a Bishop,) but not assigned to one Church, i.e.: such as a Missionary.  An evangelist may have also presided over other Elders.  Every Christian is Called to share the Gospel, i.e.: to witness, but an Evangelists does so as a vocation, which includes Preaching which is his Office, that of Bishop, to Preach the full message of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ's Salvation (the whole Gospel, all the counsel of God). 
Pastors and Teachers are also “doing the work of an Evangelist” if Preaching or Teaching outside of their Congregations:

Timothy was a Preacher sent to the Church at Corinth by the Apostle Paul:
2 Corinthians 1:1-2
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, unto the church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all Achaia:

2 Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.
Note:  "and Timothy, . . ." whom the Apostle Paul calls, ". . .our brother, . . ." not so much on account of his being a partaker of the same Grace, as for Timothy being a Minister, a Preacher of the same Gospel. The Apostle Paul here specifically mentions Timothy, because the Apostle Paul had sent Timothy to them, to know their state.  Timothy was joined and agreed with him in the substance of this Epistle.  Moreover, the former Epistle, 1 Corinthians, is directed as "unto the church of God which is at Corinth," so to all that call upon the name of the Lord Jesus Christ in every place.  This is directed also to the same Church, together with all the Saints which are in all Achaia.  Achaia was a very considerable part of Greece, and of which Corinth was the key metropolis.  The Apostle Paul's intention in directing it in this form was, that copies of this letter might be sent to them, who equally, with this Church, stood in need of the reproofs, exhortations, and instructions which are in it.

2 Timothy 4:1-5
1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;

2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffering and doctrine.

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;

4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.

Note: First work, the work of an Preacher/evangelist/teacher was to Preach the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth:
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Some have argued that an Evangelist was an Officer, then in the early Church, distinct from the Apostles and Prophets on the one hand, and Pastors and Teachers on the other hand. They believe that the “Office of Evangelist” was below Apostles and Prophets, but above that of Pastors and Teachers. Some had argued that Evangelist, being above Pastors and Teachers were thus used in aiding, and assistants to, the Apostles.

However, I have a huge problem with this. There are no qualifications for this "Office".  It is never spoken of except on three occasions in the Holy Bible, and such an one Timothy may be thought to be, but Timothy is not mentioned as an Evangelist, just Called to do the job of Evangelist.   A Preacher, an Elder, a Pastor, one holding the Office of a Bishop, was a man who was assigned to a specific Church, and was in a permanent fixed location, where they shepherded their flocks.  There were those Preachers, Elders, Pastors who also were Called to do work outside their local Church, and they had similar duties to that of an Evangelist, that is to Preach the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth outside of his assigned Church.  Timothy was one such Preacher, who was assigned a local Church at Corinth.  However, Timothy was Called to travel and Preach "and to do the job of an Evangelist".  An Evangelist was one who had no permanent assigned Church, but who traveled and Preached.  Therefore, the Preacher Timothy was in Rome, in Philippi, Thessalonians, Macedonia: Acts 17:13-15, Romans 16:21, Philippians 1:1, and as such did the job of an Evangelist.  Thus, a Preacher and an Evangelist had THE SAME qualification to Preach the Gospel in common.  Their work was NOT to read lectures of morality, or to Preach justification and Salvation by the "works of the Law," nor to mix Law and the Gospel message together, and confound them both.  Their job in common was to Preach the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ:  of God's peace, pardon, righteousness, life, and Salvation by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, alone, and through the free Grace of God to His Own Elect, who are the True Worshipers, those Called of God, those who are Born Again. 



Acts 8:5-6 
5Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them.

6And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.
Acts 8:34-35
34 And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man?

35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.


Note:  Some fifteen people in the New Testament are referred to as Apostles, a few as Prophets, several as Teachers, and a few (local Church Elders) as Pastors of their Churches.  Only one person, however, is called an Evangelist:  Philip.  The Apostle Paul Commands that the Preacher Timothy “. . . do the work of an evangelist, . . .”:




2 Timothy 4:5
5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.

However, the Preacher Timothy was never called an Evangelist, only Commanded to do the work of an Evangelist: Preach. Only Philip, one of the original seven Deacons, was called and Evangelist:

Acts 6:3-6
3 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business.

4 But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.

5 And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch:

6 Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they laid their hands on them.


Acts 21:8
8 And the next day we that were of Paul's company departed, and came unto Caesarea: and we entered into the house of Philip the evangelist, which was one of the seven; and abode with him.
Note:  The Greek word for Evangelist is “euaggelistes,” Phonetic Spelling: “yoo-ang-ghel-is-tace,” which means:  Bearer of good tidings, a missionary, “a Preacher of the Gospel,” but one who is not assigned a local Church, whose main spiritual vocation is Preaching, and thus must meet the qualification for that Office, that of a Bishop.  Thus, from the beginning, the term Evangelist was used to describe all Preachers of the good news not assigned to a local Church.  In this sense it referred to a large group of New Testament Ministers who functioned in this capacity, including those we call Missionaries today.  Yet, Preaching the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was but only one of the many functions of the Apostles, Prophets, Pastor, and Teachers.  There were those whose entire Ministry was but to Preach the Gospel, to bring the message of Salvation to the unsaved.  Philip, who was appointed along with Stephen as one of the original seven Deacons in Jerusalem, is the only New Testament example we are given of an Evangelist.  As a Deacon, Philip was assigned a local Church, Philippians 1:1. However, the Deacon Philip must have also traveled to Preach, and in this capacity then was an Evangelist as in his traveling he wasn't then assigned to just his local Church doing the work of a Deacon.  Additionally, Philip as a Deacon in his local Church, who ALSO was an Evangelist, proves that women are not to be Deacons, as Deacons also Preach, as did the Deacon Philip.   However, that is NOT the main Calling of a Deacon, which is to serve the flock under an Elder, a Bishop.  Although a Deacon whose main calling was NOT to Preach within his local Church; Philip was Called to Preach when he was NOT at his home Church, as an Evangelist by vocation.

Over the centuries this Ministry, that of an Evangelist, has not been given proper recognition on the local Church level and it has slipped into gray territory.  We often have Evangelists trying to Pastor local Churches, and Pastors who are trying to travel as an Evangelists.  This creates confusion for the Saints, frustration for the Ministers, and a lack of fruitfulness for the Kingdom of Heaven, God's Church on the earth under the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  They do this as part of what they believe is their Calling.  All Ministers of God's Word, i.e.:  Pastors, Elders, when outside of their local Church are to do the job (work) of an Evangelist, i.e.:  Preach the Gospel to those not part of their local Church.  However, to travel extensively for this purpose, neglects their own flock which is a Pastor's vocation.

Apostles, we Called by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth to spread the Gospel throughout the whole world, and the Lord Jesus Christ did not assign to each of them certain limits or locals, but would have them, wherever they went, to discharge the Office of Apostle as Ambassadors among all nations and languages.  This Office, the Office of Apostle, has ceased.  Ambassadors were established statesman who was authorized to speak as God's emissary, speak in God's place, as someone respected as trustworthy (loyal and knowledgeable in the Holy Scriptures, God's Holy Word), especially in the opinion of those they know and belong to.

Pastors, however, are tied to their particular local Church.  The Office of Bishop, held by a man called an Elder, was to be a Pastor, to Preach the Word of God, is his Calling, and His Commission was NOT to Preach the Gospel over the whole world, but to take care of the Church as its under-shepherd that has been committed to his charge. 

Pastors and Teachers, (Plural, always more than one in a Church, that are Elders who holds the Office of Bishop) consists in taking care that sound Doctrines be maintained and propagated, in order that the purity of religion may be kept up in the Church.  They, Pastors and Teachers as Elders, are both to be Watchmen for their Church, www.alemattec.com/paul's2d.htm.

And there are differences of administrations, 1 Corinthians 12:5-31, or ministries, i.e.:  Offices in the Christian Church, ministered in and by different persons, as:  Apostles, Prophets, Pastors and Teachers, and Deacons.  These men were employed in planting and forming of Churches, ordaining Elders, Preaching the Word of God, Administering the Christian Ordinances, and taking care of the poor.  Different gifts were bestowed on them by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, as they do not all have the same Office, nor the same gifts of the Holy Spirit, nor the same Calling for that Office.
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-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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