Ephesians 5:22-33
22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.

23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.

24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.
25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;

26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,

27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.
28 So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.
Note:  Which is not a sin to love his wife physically and emotionally, but an indisputable duty.  Some had felt that sexual relations was to produce a child, and that any other sexual relations was sin.  Wives should be subject to their own husbands, not fearing him, from dread and amazement, but from desire to do well and to please him, and to please God, 1 Peter 3:7.  The husband's duty to the wife implies giving due respect unto her, and maintaining her authority within the household, protecting her, and placing trust in her.  As a husband and wife are heirs together of all the blessings of this life and that which is to come, and should live peaceably one with another.  Prayer sweetens their converse -- (Converse:  Views, opinions, beliefs, but literally, their sexual relations).  Furthermore, it is not enough that they pray together with the family, but the husband and wife together should also pray together by themselves, as well as with their children.

The more wisdom the husband has, the more circumspectly he must behave himself in bearing those inconveniences, which through the woman's weakness often cause trouble both to the husband and the wife.  The second argument of the Apostle Peter is because the wife is weaker by nature than the man, not just physically weaker.  Even so, she is an excellent instrument of support for the man, made for far more excellent uses, upon which it follows that she is not therefore to be neglected, because she is weak.  On the contrary, because she is the weaker vessel, she ought to be so much more cared for by her husband.  Furthermore, love the wife as he would love his own body, as he and his wife are equal in that which is the most important (Eternal life).  The body is indeed called a "vessel," because in it the soul is contained, and the soul makes use of it, as instruments, for the performance of various actions.  The woman who is otherwise unequal concerning the leadership and conduct at home which is Commanded of the man, but as the joint-heir of Salvation with here husband, the woman is not to be despised as they are the weaker vessel.  Finally, the Apostle Peter argues, that fighting and rebuking must be avoided, because they hinder prayers and the whole service of God, to which both the husband and wife are equally Called.
The husband and wife are vessels alike in God's hand, and of God's making, to fulfill God's gracious purposes.  Both husband and wife are weak vessels, the woman the weaker.  Thus, in her the husband should have a sense of his own weakness, and that she, like himself, is God's vessel.  This ought to lead the husband to act with tender and wise consideration towards her who is the weaker vessel).  Giving, assigning, apportioning then to his wife honor as being heirs together of God's Grace and Salvation.

The husband particularly giving honor to his wife by speaking well of her, and respectfully to her, and by deeds as well as words.  Not only by clothing her in a decent and becoming manner, suitable to her station, but also by providing everything honest and comely for her, food and raiment, a suitable maintenance, all the necessaries, conveniences, and delights of life, that are laudable and proper given the man's ability to do so.  Thus agrees,  1 Thessalonians 4:1-4, that a man should know how to possess his vessel, i.e.:  his wife, so as to avoid fornication.  The same metaphor of a "vessel" is made use of in both Scriptures; and as there, honor to be given to the weaker vessel, so here, a man's vessel is to be possessed in honor.  Husbands are to dwell with their wives according to knowledge.  Knowledge is required to a man's possessing his vessel, his wife aright.  Thus, for a man to possess his vessel, his wife in this sense, is to enjoy his wife, and to use that power he has over her in a becoming manner, 1 Corinthians 7:4.  So that a man is directed to possess his wife "in sanctification and honor" that is, in a chaste and honorable way, for marriage is honorable when the bed is kept undefiled through the rules of chastity and honor.

29 For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:

30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.
31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.

Note:  A man is to leave his natural relations, i.e.:  his parents, brothers, sisters, etc . . . , in order to be united to his wife, Genesis 2:21-25; Matthew 19:1-12; Mark 10:1-12; Ephesians 5:23-33.  Although Adam had said that the woman was bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh, Genesis 2:23, it is God that speaks next (as Adam and Eve had no parents, and thus wouldn't have the knowledge to make the next statement, Genesis 2:24):

24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.


It is a great mystery how this is done, through what force?  Love.  Now it was just this, that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth did as man in a certain sense, that is Divinely coming from the GodHead, John 17:5; and by this love brings His Elect to God the Father, John 17:1-26, through this love for His Church, the Pearl of Great Price, Matthew 13:44-52.  
32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.

Note:  The great mystery is that:  No man might dream of natural union of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Church together (such as the husbands and the wives which is by love that creates a new being -- their child,) likewise the Lord Jesus Christ creates from God's Old Union with the Hebrews (representative of the old relationship, like a man has with his father and mother,)  from which comes a "new being," a new Assembly, His Church.)  Thus, the Apostle Paul shows that it is secret, that is, spiritual and such as differs greatly from the common capacity of man, and a Great Mystery revealed which consists by the power of the Holy Spirit, and not of the flesh, by faith, and by no natural bond, but love.  

33 Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.



Note:  Again, The great mystery is that: 



Ephesians 3:1-7
1 For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles,

2 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward:
3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,

4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)
5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;
6 That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel:

Note:  The Gentiles should be fellowheirs, AND OF THE SAME BODY, and partakers of His Promise in Christ Jesus by the Gospel, see John 10:1-18 below . . .
7 Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power.



John 10:1-18
1 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.
2 But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.

3 To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.

4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice.

5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.
6 This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they understood not what things they were which he spake unto them.
7 Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep.
8 All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them.
9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.
10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.
11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.
12 But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep.

13 The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep.
14 I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.

15 As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep.
16 And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.

Note:  Fold here in the Greek means:   A courtyard, a court.  A place open to the air.  An uncovered space around the house, enclosed by a wall, in which the stables stood.  In the Old Testament used particularly of the Courts of the Tabernacle, and also of the Temple at Jerusalem.  So too used only ONCE in the New Testament, Revelation 11:1-2, as the Court of the Gentiles.  Also used of a roofless enclosure in the open country in which flocks of sheep were herded at night; a sheepfold which is a pen or enclosure for sheep.  Therefore, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is speaking to the Jews, "as a fold of God".   The Calling of the Gentiles is yet another fold of God.  Therefore, two folds; one of the Jews, and one of the Gentiles.  Indeed, this is the distinguishing mark of the True Christian Church throughout all the world, in that it has only One Head -- the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Who IS the ONLY Head, Who IS the ONLY Keeper of His Fold, and Who IS the ONLY Shepherd of the Fold.  " . . . and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd."  The Great Mystery is the uniting of both folds (Jews and Gentiles) to create a new body, a new fold, ONE, as was the uniting of Adam and Eve to create one flesh, one body, which came forth from two.  This is indeed a mystery, hidden by God.   

17 Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.

18 No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father.




1 Peter 2:1-25

1 Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, 

2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:

3 If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.

4 To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious,

5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.

7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner,

8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.

9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light;

10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.

11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;

12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation.

13 Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme;

14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well.

15 For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men:

16 As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God.

17 Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.

18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward.

19 For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully.

20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God.
21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:

22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:

23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously:

24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.
25 For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.
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