Genesis 2:2 
2And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made.

Note:  God did NOT rest because He was tired.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth had completed His work of Creation.  Rest, here, is like a rest used in music.  You don't rest in music because you are tired.  You rest, because it is the correct stopping point.
How long was the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth dead in the tomb?
Matthew 12:40 ; Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:2; Luke 24:1; John 20:1


Three days and three nights . . .

Matthew 12:40
40 For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.

Less than three days and three nights . . .


Matthew 28:1
1In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre.

Mark 16:2
2 And very early in the morning the first day of the week, they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun.
Luke 24:1
1 Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them.

John 20:1
 1 The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre.
The Jewish day was measured from sun down to sun down. If the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was in the grave for three 24 hour periods, then He could not have been raised on the third day because the third day had not yet been completed.  We need to study the Holy Bible to see the Truth of the matter.  The Lord Jesus Christ would have to be raised on fourth day for three 24 hour periods to have been completed, and that would not make sense to then say He was raised on the third day. So, let’s investigate . . .

Genesis 1:5
5And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day. 

1 Corinthians 15:3-8
3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;
4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:
5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve:

6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep.

7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles.

8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.

Again, the Jewish day was measured from sun down to sun down (24 hour period) – not sunrise to sunrise (daylight hour until daylight hour) over 24 hours as the western mindset understands. Thus, since night was before and preceeded day, the ancients used from sunset to sunset, saying not day and night as we do, but evening and morning.  We know that darkness preceded time itself; God then created light, Genesis 1:3!  Then, when God withdrew the light, God closed the day.  I do not doubt the most ancient fathers, to whom the coming night was the end of one day and the beginning of another.
The evening and the morning were the first day: the evening, the first part of the night, or darkness, was put forth as the whole night, which might be about the space of twelve hours; and the morning, which was the first part of the day, or light, was put also forth as the whole of the day, which made the same space, and both together one natural day, consisting of twenty four hours.  The Jews still today start their Sabbath on Friday evening – but the Sabbath is Saturday.
	
	DAY 1
	DAY 2
	DAY 3

	Thursday
starts at
sundown on Wednesday
	Thursday
ends at sundown
	Friday
starts at sundown on Thursday
	Friday
ends at
sundown
	Saturday
starts at sundown on Friday
	Saturday
ends at sundown
	Sunday
starts at sundown on Saturday
	Sunday
ends at sundown

	Night
	Day
	Night
	Day
	Night
	Day
	Night
	Day

	Thursday evening – sundown begins Day (One) 1
	Crucifixion –  Morning Day (One) 1, Evening begins Day (Two) 2
	Sabbath – Morning Day (Two) 2, Evening begins Day (Three) 3
	Christ Jesus rose! – Morning Day (Three) 3!

Evening ends Day (Three) 3 - begins day 4!


The solution is simple when we learn that according to Jewish custom any part of a day, however small, is included as part of a full day.  Since the Jews reckoned part of a day as a full day, the 'three days and three nights' align with Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible for a Friday Crucifixion.  This phenomenon is exemplified in Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible in the Book of Esther:



Esther 4:16
16 Go, gather together all the Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three days, night or day: I also and my maidens will fast likewise; and so will I go in unto the king, which is not according to the law: and if I perish, I perish.



Esther 5:1
1 Now it came to pass on the third day, that Esther put on her royal apparel, and stood in the inner court of the king's house, over against the king's house: and the king sat upon his royal throne in the royal house, over against the gate of the house.
Note:  We can see that even though the three days and nights had not been completed,  Queen Esther went in to see the King on the third day even though she said to fast for three days and nights before going into the King. We see that "on the third day" is equivalent to "after three days."
Additionally, in Biblical times, the setting of the sun denoted the end of the work day:


Matthew 20:8
8 So when even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the labourers, and give them their hire, beginning from the last unto the first. 
Mark 8:31
31 And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.



1 Corinthians 15:4
4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:

Luke 24:5-7
5 And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living among the dead?
6 He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee,
7 Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.
We can therefore see that because of the Jewish usage of counting any part of a day as the whole day, the term "three days and nights" is not necessary literal.
	Luke 23:56
56 And they returned, and prepared spices and ointments; and rested the sabbath day according to the command-ment.
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	Mark 16:1
1 And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint him.




Exodus 31:16 
16Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, to observe the sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant.

Isaiah 28:11-13
11 For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.

12 To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.

13 But the word of the Lord was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.



Colossians 2:15-17
15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.
16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days:

17 Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.

Note:  Let no man judge you concerning the Sabbath days.  These sabbath days were a mere shadow of things to come, which is the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  As the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is a Christians Sabbath or rest, as He Himself told us so:

Matthew 11:28-30
28Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Note:  Rest is what God did at the end of Creation, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Who created all things, rested after His Creation as did God the Father who created all things by the Lord Jesus Christ:  John 1:1-3, Ephesians 3:9, and the Holy Spirit, too, who was there at Creation, Genesis 1:2. 

29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
Note:  God did NOT rest because He was tired.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth had completed His work of Creation.  Rest, in Genesis 2:2, is like a rest used in music.  You don't rest in music because you are tired.  You rest, because it is the correct stopping point.
Isaiah 40:28
28Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding.
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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