	"...Take heed what ye do: for ye judge not for man, but for the LORD, who is with you in the judgment." (II Chronicles 19:6)

In the world today, the admonition not to "judge" is frequently used to place a virtual gag order over those who would speak up against popular and accepted world practices. Even some Christians will use a "judge not" stance when erroneous teachings and ministries in the Church are examined. In fact, many false prophets are using Scripture references like "touch not my anointed" and "do my prophets no harm" in order to protect their doctrines and actions from exposure. Yes, none believers who would not ever approach the door step of a Church can quote this “judge not” and often do if you explain to them their actions are sinful.  The word judge has been so perverted that to judge anything is now considered by many to be anti-Christian behavior, and anyone who does so is likely to be labeled as an "accuser of the brethren."  We must understand that, “touch not my anointed" is not a Pastor or other Elder or Deacon, it was the king.  In Israel, God anointed certain men as kings – as He does throughout all of those governments who had a monarchy form, and we understand God raises kings (both good and bad) to either protect His own people, or punish them for their sinfulness, according to His Own Will.

Well, what does God have to say on this subject about “judging others”? Is it true that Christians are told not to judge? The simple answer is no. In fact, according to Holy Scripture those who do not judge are more likely to be led astray by false doctrines and are less effective witnesses for the Lord Jesus Christ. 

To get a complete understanding of this topic let’s  look at the following:  What does it mean to judge?  Who is supposed to judge?  How do we as Christians judge?  What are the restrictions on judging?  Finally, why we are to judge. 

	What Does It Mean to Judge?

Webster's defines the act of judging as "to form an opinion about through careful weighing of evidence and testing of premises." Simply stated, judging is simply the process of evaluation that people naturally employ everyday to make determinations of what is true: we judge when we need to leave to arrive on time to a particular destination; we judge what we should wear based on what the weather is for the day; we judge the credibility of others, and we must judge rightly about what others tell us as our eternal life is dependent on whether or not they are teaching the Truth of the Gospel message, not just distorted parts.  The whole counsel of God.. 

The problem arises because judging can be subjective, if we judge according to a man’s standard. In other words, your judgments are based on your perceptions, motives, and understandings. This is why two people can judge the exact same situation and come up with different determinations. Since the judgments of man are therefore rooted in the "opinions" of man, no man's judgments can be taken as absolute or complete truth. This is the implied accusation behind every person who accuses one by saying something to the effect, "Who are YOU to judge? What makes you think YOUR judgments are sure?"


	Who is Supposed to Judge?

We know from Scripture that God is the Judge of all:

Genesis 18:25

 25That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?

 Judges 11:27

 27Wherefore I have not sinned against thee, but thou doest me wrong to war against me: the LORD the Judge be judge this day between the children of Israel and the children of Ammon.

 I Samuel 2:10

10The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; out of heaven shall he thunder upon them: the LORD shall judge the ends of the earth; and he shall give strength unto his king, and exalt the horn of his anointed.

Psalms 50:6

6And the heavens shall declare his righteousness: for God is judge himself. Selah.

Psalms 96:13

13Before the LORD: for he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth: he shall judge the world with righteousness, and the people with his truth.

Psalm 97

 1The LORD reigneth; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of isles be glad thereof. 

 2Clouds and darkness are round about him: righteousness and judgment are the habitation of his throne. 

 3A fire goeth before him, and burneth up his enemies round about.

Psalms 98:9

9Before the LORD; for he cometh to judge the earth: with righteousness shall he judge the world, and the people with equity.

Isaiah 3:13

13The LORD standeth up to plead, and standeth to judge the people.

Isaiah 33:22

22For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our king; he will save us.

Jeremiah 11:20

20But, O LORD of hosts, that judgest righteously, that triest the reins and the heart, let me see thy vengeance on them: for unto thee have I revealed my cause

Ezekiel 18:30

30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, saith the Lord GOD. Repent, and turn yourselves from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin.

Ezekiel 33:20

20Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal. O ye house of Israel, I will judge you every one after his ways.

Hebrews 12:23

 23To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,

 I Peter 1:17

 17And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear:

Matthew 12:27

 27And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your children cast them out? therefore they shall be your judges.

God is set in position as our Judge because He is all-knowing, He alone is Truth. The Lord Jesus Christ declares that as God the Son, He is Truth, the very Word of God, the Word of God who became flesh.  As such all of God's judgments are righteous and true:

John 14:5-7

 5Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way? 

 6Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 

 7If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.

John 8:26

26I have many things to say and to judge of you: but he that sent me is true; and I speak to the world those things which I have heard of him.

Romans 11:33

33O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!

Isaiah 55:8-11

 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 

 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

 10For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: 

 11So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.

Revelation 16:7

 7And I heard another out of the altar say, Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgments.

Revelation 19:2

2For true and righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand. 

Although God alone is the Judge, this does not mean that only God judges. In fact, the Word of God says that God enables man to judge, commands man to judge, and is pleased with those who seek to judge righteously according to His standard.

Malachi 4:4

 4Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments.


	In Ezra 7:25, it states that those who judge serve two purposes: 1). To judge those who know the Law of God; and 2). To teach the Law of God to those who do not know. 

25And thou, Ezra, after the wisdom of thy God, that is in thine hand, set magistrates and judges, which may judge all the people that are beyond the river, all such as know the laws of thy God; and teach ye them that know them not.


	The Holy Bible also shows that God considers the exercise of judgment to be evidence of our seeking truth . . .

Jeremiah 5:1

 1Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth judgment, that seeketh the truth; and I will pardon it.

The fact is that the desire to judge righteously is highly esteemed by God is clearly illustrated in . . .

 I Kings 3:9-13

 9Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people? 

 10And the speech pleased the LORD, that Solomon had asked this thing. 

 11And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life; neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies; but hast asked for thyself understanding to discern judgment; 

 12Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee. 

 13And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches, and honour: so that there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days.

In verse 9, King Solomon asks, "Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people?" We see here that King Solomon asked God for discernment to judge between good and bad (good and evil). This request not only pleased the Lord, but God blessed King Solomon greatly for asking for the wisdom to judge. 

In the New Testament, we continue to see that God expects us to exercise judgment. Jesus Himself criticized the Pharisees for being unable to judge the spiritual things of God and the importance of judging spiritual matters continued to be stressed throughout His disciples' ministries:

Matthew 16:3

 3And in the morning, It will be foul weather to day: for the sky is red and lowering. O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times?  (Discern=judge)

Luke 12:56-57

 56Ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky and of the earth; but how is it that ye do not discern this time? 

 57Yea, and why even of yourselves judge ye not what is right?

John 7:24

24Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.

Acts 4:19

19But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye.

(Judge ye=You judge)

I Corinthians 2:15

15But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.

I Corinthians 5:3

 3For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done this deed,

I Corinthians 10:15

 15I speak as to wise men; judge ye what I say.

I Corinthians 14:29

29Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge.

Hebrews 5:14

14But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. (discern=judge)

Further, we are told that it is to our shame if there is none among us who can judge the things of God. God also states that judgment is considered one of the weightier aspects of God's Law, even more than the tithe which was part of the Old Testament Law, not applicable to the New Testament Saints.

Matthew 23:23

 23Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.

	

	

	
	

	When citing God's "command" not to judge, people often refer to Matthew 7:1-5, however, let's look at the complete Scripture in context. " 1Judge not, that ye be not judged. 

 2For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. 

 3And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? 

 4Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye? 

 5Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye."

Jesus clearly says do not judge so that you will not be judged, but to whom is He speaking? Not to born again Christians.  He identifies His audience in verse five with the words "Thou hypocrite." The word hypocrite in the Greek means actor.  Someone acting a part, playing a part. Jesus is not forbidding Christians to judge (unless He is calling every Christian a hypocrite). He is warning that we will be held accountable for what we know. In other words, if we know enough about sinful behavior to tell others that it is wrong, then we have no excuse as to why that sin would be present in our own lives. This is consistent with the Apostle Paul's advice in I Corinthians 11:31-32 that we judge ourselves first so that we will not be judged. As Jesus says in verse 5, we should cast the beam out of our own eye and then we are in position to point out the fault to others.

I Corinthians 11:31-32

31For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. 

32But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.


In truth, God does not forbid us to judge, but He sets up conditions wherein we must judge.


	How Are We to Judge?

The primary stipulation given for Christians regarding judging is that we are not to proclaim our own judgments (based on our opinions) but to pronounce the judgments of God (based on Truth). Jesus serves as the best example in this manner.

John 5:30

30I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.

Here Jesus confirms that all true judgment comes from God alone, but He also sets forth the criteria for what constitutes just judgments. Jesus says that because He places His will in subjection to God the Father, He is able to hear God's words and be sent by God to pronounce His judgments. Jesus asserts that only judgments that come from God are true. 

John 8:15-16

 15Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man. 

 16And yet if I judge, my judgment is true: for I am not alone, but I and the Father that sent me.

 
	

	This is the pattern we are commanded to follow in that we are to judge righteously, 

John 7:24

24Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.

We must have our will in subjection to God's Will which enables us to know by studying His Word, which are God's Words and allows us to be sent by God to others with His message.

The Holy Bible also shows us that God has given us His Spirit to specifically fulfill these purposes in man (among other things), thereby allowing righteous judgments to be pronounced by man. 

· The Spirit Engenders Obedience to the Father
In Acts 5:32, we see that having our will in subjection to God the Father’s Will (obedience to Him) in His giving of His Holy Spirit, "And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him."

Romans 8:14-17

14For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 

15For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 

16The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 

17And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.

Galatians 4:6

 6And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

I Peter 1:22-23

 22Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: 

 23Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.

I John 3:22-24

 22And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight. 

 23And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment. 

 24And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.

· The Spirit Reveals God's Words to Us
We are also told that the Holy Spirit will reveals the words of the Father to us as He leads us into all truth. John 16:13 "Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come."

 Luke 2:26

 26And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ.

John 14:26

 26But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.

Acts 13:2

 2As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.

I Corinthians 2:10-14

 10But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 

 11For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 

 12Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 

 13Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 

 14But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

Ephesians 1:17-23

17That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 

 18The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 

 19And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 

 20Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, 

 21Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 

 22And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 

 23Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.

John 16:12-14

12I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 

 13Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. 

 14He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.

· The Spirit Sends God's People to Accomplish God's Work

Luke 4:18-19
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord."



Acts 13:4

 4So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.
* The Spirit Places the Words of God in Our Mouths
John 3:34

34For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him.

Matthew 10:20
20For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you.
 Matthew 12:18

18Behold my servant, whom I have chosen; my beloved, in whom my soul is well pleased: I will put my spirit upon him, and he shall shew judgment to the Gentiles.
 Luke 12:11-12
11And when they bring you unto the synagogues, and unto magistrates, and powers, take ye no thought how or what thing ye shall answer, or what ye shall say: 

 12For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour what ye ought to say.

 Mark 12:36
36For David himself said by the Holy Ghost, The LORD said to my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool.

 Mark 13:11

 11But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost.
 Acts 1:16
16Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus.
 Acts 2:4

 4And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

 Acts 2:17-21
17And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 

 18And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: 

 19And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: 

 20The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and notable day of the Lord come: 

 21And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.

 Acts 4:31

 31And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.
 Acts 21:11

11And when he was come unto us, he took Paul's girdle, and bound his own hands and feet, and said, Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.
Acts 28:25-27
25And when they agreed not among themselves, they departed, after that Paul had spoken one word, Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers, 

 26Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive: 

 27For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.

 I Corinthians 2:4-5
 4And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 

 5That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.

 I Corinthians 2:13

13Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.
 2 Peter 1:21


 21For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.
	The Word of God also states that one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit is that of discernment.

I Corinthians 12:10-11

 10To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 

 11But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.

 In fact, this is the same discernment that is cited as an evidence of one's maturity in God in, Hebrews 5:12-14
12For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. 

 13For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. 

 14But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

Through the Spirit of God, man is able to hear God's words and proclaim His judgments righteously. 
I Corinthians 2:15


 15But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.
What Are the Restrictions on Judging?

Although Scripture shows that God expects, equips, and commands man to judge, there are stipulations that govern this decree.

We must not be hypocrites when judging others. God states that when we judge others for committing sins that we partake in, we are condemning ourselves.

Matthew 7:1-5

 1Judge not, that ye be not judged. 

 2For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. 

 3And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? 

 4Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye? 

 5Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye.

 Luke 6:37-42

37Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven: 

 38Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again. 

 39And he spake a parable unto them, Can the blind lead the blind? shall they not both fall into the ditch? 

 40The disciple is not above his master: but every one that is perfect shall be as his master. 

 41And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but perceivest not the beam that is in thine own eye? 

 42Either how canst thou say to thy brother, Brother, let me pull out the mote that is in thine eye, when thou thyself beholdest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, cast out first the beam out of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly to pull out the mote that is in thy brother's eye.

 Romans 2:1-11
 1Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things. 

 2But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them which commit such things. 

 3And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God? 

 4Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 

 5But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; 

 6Who will render to every man according to his deeds: 

 7To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life: 

 8But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, 

 9Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile; 

 10But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile: 

 11For there is no respect of persons with God.

 Romans 2:20-23
20An instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, which hast the form of knowledge and of the truth in the law. 

 21Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not thyself? thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost thou steal? 

 22Thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery, dost thou commit adultery? thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege? 

 23Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law dishonourest thou God?

 This is clearly depicted in God's judgment of King David for the killing of Uriah. The Prophet Nathan approached David for judgment regarding a story of a rich man that had stolen from a poor man. Yet, after David pronounces his judgment, the Prophet Nathan's words were
2 Samuel 12:1-9

 1And the LORD sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto him, and said unto him, There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor. 

 2The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds: 

 3But the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished up: and it grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter. 

 4And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto him; but took the poor man's lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come to him. 

 5And David's anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the LORD liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely die: 

 6And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity. 

 7And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul; 

 8And I gave thee thy master's house, and thy master's wives into thy bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too little, I would moreover have given unto thee such and such things. 

 9Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in his sight? thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the children of Ammon.

This is what God is warning us concerning our judgment.  We will be measured by the same yardstick with which we measure others. 

We are also told not to judge according to appearances or by the flesh:

John 7:24

24Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.
 John 8:15

15Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man.
 James 2:1-4
1My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of persons. 

 2For if there come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor man in vile raiment; 

 3And ye have respect to him that weareth the gay clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool: 

 4Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil thoughts?

 This means that sound judgment cannot be based on what we see, hear, or think. Since God's thoughts and ways are are higher than ours, He is not bound by our perceptions, opinions, or prejudices. This again is a confirmation that God alone is The Judge. Our judgments must therefore be based in His Word in order for them to be True.

We are not to judge others regarding legalistic adherence to ordinances such as holyday (holiday) observances and what to eat or drink, for such are only matters of faith:

Romans 14:1-23

1Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations. 

 2For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs. 

 3Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath received him. 

 4Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? to his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand. 

 5One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind. 

 6He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks. 

 7For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself. 

 8For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's. 

 9For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and living. 

 10But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 

 11For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. 

 12So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God. 

 13Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother's way. 

 14I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean. 

 15But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now walkest thou not charitably. Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ died. 

 16Let not then your good be evil spoken of: 

 17For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

 18For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men. 

 19Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another. 

 20For meat destroy not the work of God. All things indeed are pure; but it is evil for that man who eateth with offence. 

 21It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak. 

 22Hast thou faith? have it to thyself before God. Happy is he that condemneth not himself in that thing which he alloweth. 

 23And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.

 I Corinthians 8:7-13

7Howbeit there is not in every man that knowledge: for some with conscience of the idol unto this hour eat it as a thing offered unto an idol; and their conscience being weak is defiled. 

 8But meat commendeth us not to God: for neither, if we eat, are we the better; neither, if we eat not, are we the worse. 

 9But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to them that are weak. 

 10For if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol's temple, shall not the conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eat those things which are offered to idols; 

 11And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died? 

 12But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ. 

 13Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.

 I Corinthians 10:28-33

28But if any man say unto you, this is offered in sacrifice unto idols, eat not for his sake that shewed it, and for conscience sake: for the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof: 

 29Conscience, I say, not thine own, but of the other: for why is my liberty judged of another man's conscience? 

 30For if I by grace be a partaker, why am I evil spoken of for that for which I give thanks? 

 31Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 

 32Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God: 

 33Even as I please all men in all things, not seeking mine own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved.

 Colossians 2:16-23
16Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: 

 17Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ. 

 18Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 

 19And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God. 

 20Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances, 

 21(Touch not; taste not; handle not; 

 22Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men? 

 23Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body: not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh.

 Scripture states that in Christ we have liberty which frees us from the law of sin and death:

Luke 4:18-19
18The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 

 19To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

 Romans 8:21

21Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.
 I Corinthians 10:29

 29Conscience, I say, not thine own, but of the other: for why is my liberty judged of another man's conscience?
2 Corinthians 3:17

 17Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.
Galatians 2:4-5
 4And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage: 

 5To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.

Galatians 5:1, 13
1Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.

13For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.
 James 1:25

 25But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.
 James 2:12

12So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty.

I Peter 2:16
16As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God.
 This is the same liberty that allows the Apostle Paul to say, 
I Corinthians 10:23

23All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but all things edify not.
Although the Son has made us free, we can only walk in this liberty to the degree that we have faith in God through the power of His Holy Spirit in Jesus Christ our Lord. This is why we are told to be:

Romans 14:5, 23

 5One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.

23And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.
If someone - whom the Scripture describes as having weaker faith - chooses to adhere to such ordinances, they are doing so as unto the Lord.   Therefore, to judge them is to place a stumbling block before them because you are attempting to get them to commit what in their minds is sin.
Romans 14:13

 13Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother's way.

 Romans 9:32-33
32Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumblingstone; 

 33As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.

This is why we are warned:

I Corinthians 8:9

9But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to them that are weak. 
Likewise, those who are walking in the liberty of Christ should not be judged by those who choose to adhere to such ordinances.
I Corinthians 10:29-30
 29Conscience, I say, not thine own, but of the other: for why is my liberty judged of another man's conscience? 

 30For if I by grace be a partaker, why am I evil spoken of for that for which I give thanks?

Those who make judgments in these areas are mistaking matters of faith for matters of Doctrine.

We should not judge anyone's eternal destiny. Although we will judge the truth (in ourselves, in others and in Doctrine) based on the Word of God alone, we should know this, that only God can bring about the consequences of His judgments: justification for the righteous and condemnation for the wicked:

 I Kings 8:32

32Then hear thou in heaven, and do, and judge thy servants, condemning the wicked, to bring his way upon his head; and justifying the righteous, to give him according to his righteousness.
 2 Chronicles 6:23
 23Then hear thou from heaven, and do, and judge thy servants, by requiting the wicked, by recompensing his way upon his own head; and by justifying the righteous, by giving him according to his righteousness.
 I Corinthians 4:3-5 

 3But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man's judgment: yea, I judge not mine own self. 

 4For I know nothing by myself; yet am I not hereby justified: but he that judgeth me is the Lord. 

 5Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God.

Here Paul says that although he will be judged by his brethren, justification can only occur from the Lord and will only be known at Jesus' second coming. God alone knows the end of the matter from the beginning to the end.

	We should not base judgments on malicious lies or evil misrepresentations. "Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge. There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy: who art thou that judgest another?" (James 4:11-12) To speak evil of in this Scripture is the Greek word Katalaleo which means to malign, vilify, or traduce. It means exposing someone to contempt or shame based on false witness. This is why James says that such judgements are actually judgements of the law, because false testimony is a perversion of the law. Obviously, we should not judge others under these conditions. It should also be noted that these are the circumstances under which Jesus was judged by the religious leaders of His day (Matthew 26:59-66; Mark 14:55-64). They sought false witnesses by which they could judge Him for blasphemy. Further, we are warned that as Christians, we should expect to be subjected to these same "evil" judgements by the world. "Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ." (I Peter 3:16, also I Peter 2:12)


	Why Are We To Judge?

According to the Bible, the act of judging righteously is a benefit to the individual Christian and to the body of believers as a whole. Judging helps to sanctify the individual believer, prepares us to do the work of God, protects us from heretical doctrine that jeopardizes our faith, makes us an effective witness for Christ, and is a demonstration of God's grace to others.

Judge Ones' Self

"Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth." (John 17:17)

Judging ones' self with the Word of God is a key part of the process of sanctification through which every believer proceeds. This is why we are told to examine ourselves to see if we be in the faith. (II Corinthians 13:5) This is not simply an act of casual reflection. God is charging us, "Judge yourself to see if you really are what you claim!" Does the fruit of our lives attest to the words of our lips? Although we proclaim to be Christians, do our day-to-day lives line up to the Word of God? Christ has come in direct opposition to the god of this world, the Father of lies. To combat the lies, Jesus presents us with incorruptible Truth. It is only by submitting to this Truth that the Spirit of God can be a lamp unto our feet, searching out our souls and turning our stony hearts into hearts of flesh. (Psalms 119; Acts 26:18; Romans 15:16; Ephesians 5:26-27; I Corinthians 6:11; II Corinthians 3:3; I Thessalonians 5:23; II Thessalonians 2:13; I Peter 1:2, 22)

Sanctification is not a one time, immediate change that occurs when we accept Christ. It is a process of being cleansed through the washing of the water by the word whereby we can be transformed into the image of God as we walk in relationship with Him. It is this process of judging ones' self that prompted David to cry out, "Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting." (Psalms 139:23-24)

As we judge our own selves in the light of God's word we continue in the process of sanctification, which is the will of God for every Christian. "For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication: That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour." (I Thessalonians 4:3-4) In fact, the Apostle Paul said that if we would simply judge ourselves, we will not be condemned when God judges us. "For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world." (I Corinthians 11:31-32) 

Not only does judging one's self keep you in a place of being sanctified by God, it is only then that we are made fit for the Master's use. "If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work." (II Timothy 2:21)


	Judge Doctrine

Today, the judging of doctrine is predominately taking one of two extremes. Many refuse to judge anything for fear of being called divisive. Still others cause senseless disputations by making everything a matter of doctrine; judging others in legalistic areas that are not germane to salvation. However, Romans 16:17 makes it clear not only what constitutes a division, but how to treat those who cause them. 

"Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them." 

First, this Scripture does not say to simply mark those who cause divisions or offenses (although this is what many who will say not to judge would like us to believe). It says to mark those who cause divisions or offenses by espousing doctrine that is contrary to Scripture. This is an important distinction because it implies that there are divisions or offenses that are not contrary to Scripture. In fact, Scripture itself can be such a division or offense. We are told that the Word of God is a sword dividing the wheat from the chaff, both within the inner being of an individual and between individuals. (Ephesians 6:17; Hebrews 4:12; Matthew 10:34-36) Further, both the written and the incarnate Word of God are referred to as a rock of offense (Romans 9:33; I Peter 2:7-8) Every Christian needs to settle in their minds that the Word of God will be considered divisive and offensive by those who rebel against God. If you have determined that you will not "judge" so as to avoid these accusations, then you have essentially chosen not to be a witness for Christ.

"Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee." (I Timothy 4:16)

In the above Scripture, we are warned to "take heed" for not only our own selves but for the doctrine. In other words, God is saying to pay attention to, watch out for, take care of the doctrine. Why? Because not all doctrine is sound doctrine. In fact, we are told specifically that devils also have doctrines. (I Timothy 4:1; Revelation 2:14-15; Revelation 2:24) It is precisely because there are these other "gospels" that we are warned to hold fast to what was given to us originally. (II Corinthians 11:4; Galatians 1:6-7;Titus 1:9; II Peter 3:1-13; I Timothy 1:6-7; Romans 6:17; Acts 2:42; Revelation 3:3) Yet, the only way that we can hold fast to the Gospel is if we can discern or judge between the true and the false. (Hebrews 5:13-14) Once again, the Word of God is presented as the standard for such an evaluation (Romans 6:17; Romans 16:17; II Thessalonians 2:15; I Timothy 1:3; II Timothy 1:13; II Timothy 3:13-17; II Timothy 4:2; II Peter 3:1-13; II John 1:10; Titus 1:9; Matthew 15:3-6). Why is judging doctrine so important? Because there are doctrines that can jeopardize your faith and even your salvation. "Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds." (II John 1:9-11)

I Timothy 4:16 also states that it is not only important to take heed to the doctrine but to continue in it. This is precisely the type of problem that the Apostle Paul was addressing in Galatians 1:6-7, "I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ." We are further warned that in the last days these doctrines of devils will be more prevalent and persuasive than ever, even to the point of deceiving the elect of God - if it were possible to do so. (Matthew 10:11; Matthew 24:24; Mark 13:22; II Thessalonians 2:3; I Timothy 4:1-5; II Timothy 4:3-4) 

Lastly, I Timothy 4:16 reveals that by taking heed for and continuing in sound doctrine we will not only see salvation ourselves, but so will those to whom we witness. Conversely, as supported in II John 1:9-11, not continuing in sound doctrine results in us believing and spreading a perverted gospel that is powerless to save.

Judging Others 

"Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world." 
(I John 4:1)

Everyone who claims to be a minister or even a Christian must be believed by virtue of their confession. As brothers and sisters in the Lord, we must not question or judge one another because God alone is our judge. If someone is in error, it is not for us to point it out. After all, no one has it all right and God will correct them if they are wrong. To judge another person is not only unloving, but is against Scripture.

While perhaps not verbatim, the above sentiments are often expressed when the subject of judging one another is raised. Yet these views are not only ludicrous, Scripture directly refutes such claims.

Not Everyone Who Says "Lord, Lord" Is Your Brother

The Word of God continually warns about the presence of false prophets in the world. Even more disarming, Scripture tells us that these deceivers will be mixed in with the church itself. (Matthew 13:24-40; Acts 20:29-31; II Timothy 2:20-21; II Timothy 4:3; II Timothy 3:13; Matthew 7:15; Matthew 24:11, 24; Mark 13:22; II Corinthians 11:4; Philippians 3:18-19; Galatians 2:4; II Peter 2:1) "For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works." (II Corinthians 11:13-15) God is telling us that there are ministers of Satan in the church who are actually transformed so that they appear as ministers of righteousness! We are even told that some of these false ministers will have Satanic power to perform supernatural signs, wonders, healings, and other miraculous events. (Matthew 24:24; Mark 13:22; II Thessalonians 2:9).

Throughout Scripture, God warns us about these false prophets, false brethren, false apostles, etc. Is His direction for us to accept these individuals without question in a show of love? No. God is no fool and He knows that the intent of these individuals is to pull you out of the faith. (II Peter 2:1-22) The end times, we are told, will be specifically marked by a great apostacy as people are drawn away after false gospels. As a result, God commands us to judge whether they in fact are members of the Body of Christ, discern the signs, try the spirits, examine the fruit and be purged from these! (I Corinthians 5:7; II Corinthians 6:14-17; Ephesians 5:11; I Timothy 6:5; II Timothy 2:21; II Thessalonians 3:6; Titus 3:10) How do we identify false brethren? Because they preach and live a gospel that is a perversion of the Word of God. (Isaiah 8:20) Scripture not only tells us how to identify the false, but it shows us how to recognize the true Body of Christ? We know them by their fruit. (Matthew 7:16-20; Matthew 12:33; Matthew 13:23; Matthew 21:19-43; Mark 4:8, 20; Luke 6:44; Luke 8:15; John 15:1-16; Galatians 5:22; Ephesians 5:9-11; Colossians 1:10) 

Do You Not Judge Them That Are Within?

As Christians, we are not only engrafted into the family of God, but we are made a part of a spiritual family of brothers and sisters with whom we can fellowship, learn, share, and grow in the faith. We have been birthed into a body of believers who can encourage, strengthen, support, and yes even admonish each other when necessary. "And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another." (Romans 15:14) Webster's defines admonish as "to express warning or disapproval to especially in a gentle, earnest, or solicitous manner." Although some in the church would say that we should not even do that, there are Scriptures that show this as one of the responsibilities of the church. (Colossians 3:16; I Thessalonians 5:12; Acts 27:9) In fact, we are specifically told to admonish and rebuke those brethren who may be in error (Titus 1:13; Titus 2:15; Titus 3:10; Ephesians 5:11; Colossians 3:16; I Corinthians 4:14; IITim. 3:16-4:2; II Timothy 4:2). "But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing. And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed. Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother." (II Thessalonians 3:13-15) 

The Bible even shows that it is sometimes necessary to specifically name those who are erring in the faith in order to protect others whom they may influence. "But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness. And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already: and overthrow the faith of some." (II Timothy 2:16-Also I Timothy 1:19-20; I Timothy 5:20-21; II Timothy 4:10; Galatians 2: 11-14; II Timothy 4: 14-15; III John 1:9) 

When a brother or sister is in error, it is an extension of God's grace and mercy to have another member of the Body provide correction. This gives the one in error an opportunity to repent and it serves as a witness for others in the faith. Letting a brother or sister continue in error is the most unloving and self-righteous act, because it allows them to continue in something that may result in them falling away from the Lord. Our fellowship with each other is but one of the ways in which God helps to steer us in the right direction when we go astray.




