We need to define sin. Sin is our violating our relationship with a Pure, Righteous, Holy God. Period. We do wrong against others in this world, but that is not sin. We only sin against God Himself. King David, who was guilty and deserving of death according to God's Law for murder and adultery; who was a Prophet King, a man after God's Own heart, who after these acts against Bathseheba and her husband, wrote Psalm 51 in repentance. Note what Kind David said about what sin was/is.


Psalm 51:1-19

1Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. 

2Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 

3For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. 

 4Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. 

5Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

6Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom. 

7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

8Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. 

9Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. 

10Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. 

11Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me. 

12Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. 

13Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee. 

14Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. 

15O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

16For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering. 

17The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. 

18Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: build thou the walls of Jerusalem. 

19Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt offering and whole burnt offering: then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar.




Every single person who ever lived, except the Lord Jesus Christ, has sinned.


Romans 3:22-26

 22Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: 

 23For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

 24Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

 25Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 

 26To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.


Wages are something we earn for our work.  Through our work, we can never afford to pay the debt, for one sin magnifies our debt to a huge portion.  Sinning once, even once, we now owe for every sin, and we cannot pay.  The Jews, believing that by following God's Law down to the very last seed could be right with God, and believe by these meticulous acts they were justified. The Lord Jesus Christ says, unless your righteousness EXCEEDS that of the Pharisees (which it could not, even as meticulous as they were the Lord Jesus Christ says it was not enough to be right with God,) then you'll NEVER see the Kingdom of God.  In other words, works will not get you there. Period.


Romans 6:22-23

 22But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. 

 23For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.




James 2:9-11
 9But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors. 


 10For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. 

 11For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law.


Matthew 5:19-20

 19Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 

 20For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.


The thing about sin, is it completely covers a human being, his thought, heart, will, etc . . . So much so, that he is considered by God wicked, evil, and worthy of God's Wrath, even if we sin but once. We sin not only by our act(s,) but by omission, not doing what we have been Commanded to do. In fact, the Lord Jesus Christ said that if we even think a sin, since God knows our very thoughts, it is the same, and we are equally guilty of, committing the sin.

On the Sermon on the Mount, the Lord Jesus Christ said:


Matthew 5:27-28

27Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: 

28But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.

The Lord Jesus Christ thus declares that thinking the thought makes one guilty of sin against God. Satan, did not say aloud anything that first brought sin into the world, he merely thought it in his heart.  (Heart to the Jew is a man's subconscious. The part in a man that is deeper than mere conscious thought).


Isaiah 14:9-20

9Hell from beneath is moved for thee to meet thee at thy coming: it stirreth up the dead for thee, even all the chief ones of the earth; it hath raised up from their thrones all the kings of the nations. 

 10All they shall speak and say unto thee, Art thou also become weak as we? art thou become like unto us? 

 11Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, and the noise of thy viols: the worm is spread under thee, and the worms cover thee. 

 12How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! 

 13For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 

 14I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. 

 15Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit. 

 16They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and consider thee, saying, Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms; 

 17That made the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof; that opened not the house of his prisoners? 

 18All the kings of the nations, even all of them, lie in glory, every one in his own house. 

 19But thou art cast out of thy grave like an abominable branch, and as the raiment of those that are slain, thrust through with a sword, that go down to the stones of the pit; as a carcase trodden under feet. 

 20Thou shalt not be joined with them in burial, because thou hast destroyed thy land, and slain thy people: the seed of evildoers shall never be renowned.



Notice here, that satan, first brought sin into the world by simply thinking the sin, not doing, AND the sin was putting himself BEFORE God, by the thought of I WILL not God's Will!


The Lord Jesus Christ says, to be right with God, we pray that His Will is done in our lives, not our will. It is NOT about us!


To be right with God, that is justified before Him, we have to be not only hearers of God's Law, but also doers of God's Law -- but perfect from our birth, not breaking a single Law of God. Impossible!

Romans 2:12-13

 12For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law; 

 13(For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified.


As we cannot keep God's Law perfectly all of our lives, the Law CANNOT justify us:


Romans 3:10-20

 10As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

11There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 

 12They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 

 13Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: 

 14Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: 

 15Their feet are swift to shed blood: 

 16Destruction and misery are in their ways: 

 17And the way of peace have they not known: 

 18There is no fear of God before their eyes. 

 19Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 

 20Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.

In case you've missed this, I want to repeat what was just written above. Man DOES not seek God. Man has no desire for God, although they want to be forgiven. They simply want the forgiveness, but nothing to do with God and His Righteousness in and by His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. They might admire the Lord Jesus Christ. They might think he has some very wise teachings, or that he was a great Prophet of God, but they will not Worship Him as God. They do NOT seek after God and the righteousness of God in and through the Lord Jesus Christ by His righteousness alone. Again, man does NOT seek God.
Romans 3:10-20

 10As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

 11There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 

 12They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 


Romans 6:13-15
 13Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. 

 14For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 

 15What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid.


Can we sin simply, because God has Called us before the foundation of the world, as God's Elect, and as we are under Grace (His complete pardon, where he remembers our sin no more), can we then freely sin?  What is our Calling once we've been given God's Grace?  We'll we've been Called by Grace out of satan's family (satan's world), as children of disobedience under satan who is the prince of the power of air, to be adopted by the Lord Jesus Christ unto Himself into God's family (world).  Who adopts who? First none seek after God, so therefore we don't seek to adopt God. Secondly, does a child or a baby as being newly Born Again adopt a family, or does the family (the adults from the family, in this case God Himself) do the adopting?  I don't think I need to answer that question and further, but I will with Holy Scripture below:


Ephesians 2:1-3

 1And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 

 2Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 

 3Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.


Now, no longer our we by nature (who we naturally are) children of disobedience (satan's family, world), but after our Adoption into God's Family (Children of God, adopted into His family, His world) John 3:16, we become obedient children.  We've heard the word world used before by people saying, "If my children were killed, I'd die, because 'they are my world'"!  The word world is used often as part of a grouping:  world of music, world of education, the wide world of sports!  The "world" Jesus died for was His family!


Matthew 1:20-23

 20But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 

 21And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins. 

 22Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 

 23Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.


1 Peter 1:14-16

 14As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: 

 15But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 

 16Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.




Ephesians 1:4-6

 4According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 

 5Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 

 6To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.



Finally, to answer the earlier question, as we are under Grace, and our sins forgiven forever:  past, present, and future, can we freely sin?
1 Peter 1:14-16

 14As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: 

 15But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 

 16Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.

Why be Holy?  Because it is written!  Be like your Father in Heaven!  When we do, we become like Jesus Christ Himself, and He can see Himself in us, and we then let this Light shine unto the world!


Paul (<:)
Jesus first!
Date: Tue, 10 Feb 2009 21:54:02 -0800
From: 
Subject: Re: Billy Graham
To: bubba45519@hotmail.com
Oh, ha ha!! So sorry, Paul ~ I didn't mean at ALL that you should address her. It's just a theological question that left me wondering... does every sin have a consequence? 

Our relationship is not strained in the least. That's a nice thing about home schooling ~ you hear their hearts on a daily basis. And she's been raised in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. She's guided day in and day out by Scriptural advise; she would expect no less. And if she felt my advise were off-base, she would counter with a Scriptural take of her own. 

I do hope that you don't have a mental picture of me bludgeoning her with a Bible. It was very conversational and, regarding her ongoing "forgetfulness", I assured my repentant daughter that she was forgiven. Then we talked about how dental care shortcomings will find you out in the end ~ like sin. After I'd likened one to the other, the whole issue of consequences arose... and we truly wondered, "Is there such a thing as a sin with no consequences?"

As the day's gone on and I've thought more about it, I decided that the greater end of the truth is that there is consequences for every sin ~ and that Jesus has taken it for His sheep. That there is on that level eternal consequences for every sin and that, barring the atoning work of our Savior, we would one day deal with all those consequences. But praise be to God, we see very little of the consequences and much of love and grace as a response to our sin. So our sins should bring us to repentance and to an ongoingly renewed gratitude for Him Who has borne so much for His own. 
 
I think that's properly sorted. 

Thanks for your Scriptural reminders ~ I think they were right on target. And again, so sorry about making you feel you'd been called upon in a hopelessly awkward role.

Sola Scriptura!

Susie
^  ^
>'.'<   
            ~  s.c.
From: Paul H <bubba45519@hotmail.com>
To: 
Sent: Tuesday, February 10, 2009 8:30:31 PM
Subject: RE: Billy Graham

I don't know your daughter, so I can't make that kind of offer.  If would say, though, just as a parent that if you have a very good relationship, and if she takes it in the vain you offer, then no I don't think that would be a problem at all.  However, if your relationship is strained, and someone offered that to me, I would quickly distance myself, I'm sure; if I did not have the Christian maturity to see the more important issues about consequences and sin.  Kids often don't.
 

Ephesians 4:32
 
 32And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.


Deuteronomy 4:8-10
 
 8And what nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so righteous as all this law, which I set before you this day? 
 9Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons' sons; 

 10Specially the day that thou stoodest before the LORD thy God in Horeb, when the LORD said unto me, Gather me the people together, and I will make them hear my words, that they may learn to fear me all the days that they shall live upon the earth, and that they may teach their children.
 


 
Deuteronomy 6:6-8
 
 6And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: 
 7And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 
 8And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.
 
Note: Remember, charity is the word love.

1 Corinthians 13:1-7
 
 1Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 
 2And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. 
 3And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. 
 4Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, 
 5Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; 
 6Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 
 7Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.
 
 
Albert Einstein once said something to the effect, "People might not remember the exact words you've said, but they will NEVER forget the way you made them feel".
 
 
More importantly, our Lord Jesus Christ said:
 
John 13:33-35
 
 33Little children, yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek me: and as I said unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot come; so now I say to you. 
 34A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 
 35By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.
 
Paul (<:)
Jesus first!
 
 

Date: Tue, 10 Feb 2009 18:31:39 -0800
From: 
Subject: Re: Billy Graham
To: bubba45519@hotmail.com

Hi Paul ~

OK, I'm going on record here as ignorant of the ecumenical movement. I had to google it. I'd heard of it, but it wasn't germane to anything in my life so I'd never paused to find out what was up there. Sounds like a nice descriptor of Billy Graham's undertakings. 

As to Mr. Packer, I've read Knowing God was was truly edified. I had no idea he'd fallen to an ecumenical mode of thinking. I do believe he was on track when he wrote Knowing God, though. And, as it is with all that's written by man (read as "uninspired"), I'm prepared to spit any pits that I run across. And I do mean all men. If I cannot find that it bears out according to Scripture, I consider it to be one man's opinion. And there are plenty of those going around. I can't say that I recall spitting any pits, as it were, in reading Packer's Knowing God, but that doesn't mean I didn't. I'm truly saddened to hear that he has fallen away from Christ's own teachings. 

I concur ~ just because someone's written something worthy at one point certainly doesn't insure that they'll publish faithful works in the future. He's a surprising one to me, though. It's been years since I read him, but I do recall his taking on religious icons and why they are wrong ~ indeed idolatrous. How he has then joined ranks with Rome.... well, I guess it's a good study in the depravity of man.

I'd no idea that he was writing for current magazines. There's another place I don't go. So now you know, I don't know anything about magazines or radio. I've seen things like Christianity Today in doctors' waiting rooms, but it didn't strike me as anything worthy just from the cover, so I've never truly looked into one. And from what you said, I'm sure I haven't missed a thing. Seems that so much of what's widely commercially available isn't worthy of the limited time we have on this earth. I've been content to just pass on much of it.

Thought of you today. I was driving my last home-school student, my daughter Hope, to the library. I mentioned that she'd not brushed her teeth. I made an analogy between teeth and sin, in that while sin may be forgiven, there are still consequences. And that I could forgive her for not brushing (a forgetful disobedience), though it wouldn't stop her teeth from rotting. She commented that not all sin has consequences. I thought about that and didn't feel like that was accurate. If no other consequence exists, certainly it was of consequence to Christ, as he was punished for it. And I told her I thought that sin makes the conscience less tender when practiced more often, so a less-tender conscience would be a consequence. Then I wondered what Paul would say. Would you like to sort that out for us? Do you feel that I was off-base?

Thanks for writing, Paul. It's always good to hear from you.

Susie

PS ~ Didn't get your word doc: Men as Trees Walking. Would you try to send it again, please?
^  ^
>'.'<   
            ~  s.c. 
From: Paul H <bubba45519@hotmail.com>
To: 
Sent: Tuesday, February 10, 2009 4:22:35 AM
Subject: RE: Billy Graham

Susie, you are on my list.  I answer questions, then send out what I've sent to you, or others if they have asked a question, to the rest of the group.

As far as J.I. Packer, he started out, it appears, on the right road.  He met C.S. Lewis, and from hearing him dedicated his life to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Again, all we can do is look at the fruit, to see what he is producing, and what he has produced.

I often hear things like, well I've been bless by hearing Joyce Myers, who is a false teacher.  Charles Stanley, too, is a false teacher.  I've been blessed by hearing things that he said, until I heard him deny Election, and mimicking the Roman Catholic church's system of error that man soverignly seeks after God and chooses Him. Instead of following Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible that states EXACTLY the opposite. Man does NOT SEEK after God. Man always seeks his own advantage and says in his heart, I WILL, which separates us immediately from God requiring us to keep God's Law perfectly without error our entire life. Not only that, but thinking pure thoughts without a single thought that is sinful. The Lord Jesus Christ explained that is impossible. Therefore, how do we get to God? Grace alone. Therefore, I stopped listening to J.I. Packer.  He has no real discernment.  The Psalm says:


Psalm 1:1-6

 1Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 

 2But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 

 3And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 

 4The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. 

 5Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 

 6For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish.


We do not walk with the ungodly, nor do we stand in the way (stand with sinners just hanging out talking to them, (The way means on or by the road, stopping to talk with them as we travel down the road of life.) who repeatedly deny Holy Scripture, as we don't share our portion with swine,) nor do we sit in the seat (sit under someone's teaching) of the scornful as they mock or try to destroy your faith.

Matthew 7:6
6Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you.

Matthew 10:13-15
 13And if the house be worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it be not worthy, let your peace return to you. 

 14And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet. 

 15Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city.


Acts 13:50-52
 50But the Jews stirred up the devout and honourable women, and the chief men of the city, and raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of their coasts. 

 51But they shook off the dust of their feet against them, and came unto Iconium. 

 52And the disciples were filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost.

Romans 3:10-12
 10As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

 11There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 

 12They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.
It is not our job to "convert" anyone.  It is solely the job of the Holy Spirit.  We offer, Preach or Teach (meaning to speak the Truth of God concerning Jesus Christ), the Gospel.  If we find their heart is receptive, we continue to offer. However, we don't continue to offer if they are striving against the Word. Such as, OK, then what about this? What about this then, etc . . . If they are not receptive to the Word, we don't cast our pearls before them.


J.I. Packer is a frequent contributor to and an executive editor of Christianity Today (this used to be a Magazine that support and stood for Doctrinal Truth of Holy Scripture, but is nothing now but a filthy rag that offers diverse opinions, like lots of "Christian" radio). In recent years, he has supported the ecumenical movement but believes that unity should not come at the expense of abandoning orthodox Protestant Doctrine, or at least this is what he claims to keep himself in good favor with those who have sound Doctrinal beliefs. Nonetheless, his advocacy of ecumenicism has brought sharp criticism from some conservatives, particularly after the publication of the book Evangelicals and Catholics Together: Toward a Common Mission (ed. Charles Colson, Richard J. Neuhaus) in which Packer was one of the contributors.

He is a false teacher, unless he completely repents.  He is in the same vein as Oral Roberts, Joyce Meyer, Kenneth Copeland, Creflo Dollar, John Hagee, Binny Hinn, Billy Graham, etc . . .  Whole denominations have gone over to setting aside Doctrine to accept the Roman Catholic church/state's system of error.  (World Council of Churches).

Look at the list of churches that follow along the wide road . . .
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/member-churches.html
The World Council of Churches, WCC, is first and foremost a fellowship of “churches” who've become warm toward the Lord Jesus Christ and he vomits them out of His Body (of believers), and this book is a vivid illustration of that reality. The descriptions, lists, statistical data and other information presented in these pages give a striking picture of the extent and diversity of this fellowship. It encompasses a Christian population of some 590 million people, in close to 150 countries in all regions of the world, comprised of over 520,000 local congregations served by some 493,000 pastors and priests, as well as countless elders, teachers, members of parish councils and others. This is not simply a handbook of the WCC’s member churches. At all levels – global, regional and sub-regional, national and local – they interact with other churches which, for various reasons, are not formally part of the Council’s membership. By combining in one volume all the conciliar and confessional bodies and their membership, this book demonstrates concretely the reach of the ecumenical movement and also shows how much broader it is than the WCC alone.

Paul (<:)
Jesus first!

Date: Mon, 9 Feb 2009 23:29:31 -0800
From: 
Subject: Billy Graham
To: bubba45519@hotmail.com
Hi Paul ~

Oh, ewww. OK, by point three, with the Free Masonry, I already felt sick to my stomach. I knew that he does carry a large sphere of influence, but to think that someone who is identified with the Christian faith ~ who to many represents Christ's teachings ~ is soooooo woefully off-base. And it just got worse after point 3! I had a lot of trouble reading it. There's so much deception involved...  No wonder people like my mother feel so convinced that there are many wide roads to God. (You said he does radio stuff as well, which I'd missed, as I don't ever listen to the radio.)

For someone to do evil, that is one thing. But to dress it up and try to sell it as God's will.... Well, that's just blatantly of Satan. 

Would that people would pick up their Bibles and examine them for His pure, unadulterated Word! The Jones massacre, Branch Davidians (Waco Wackoes), Roman Catholics, Mormons, those who give credibility to Mr. Graham.... If they would read far enough to know that they're to be good Bereans. He's been so good, so incredibly good, to give us His word, to tell us Who He is, to tell us how to live, to tell us how to be saved. But even as that frustration wells up within me, I return to the knowledge that salvation is of Him. I will step off my soapbox now. 

May I ask your opinion of J.I. Packer? I've read him and was truly blessed. Do you know anything (beyond what you shared in that text) about him that's concerning? 

Oh, yes, Paul, you will offend; I believe that. Certainly Jesus did, as did His apostles. Not that you seem shocked by it. But neither was I.

You have a mailing list? How do I get on that? 

And thank you, Paul, for your encouraging words. 

Gratefully,

Sue
^  ^
>'.'<   
            ~  s.c. 
From: Paul H <bubba45519@hotmail.com>
To: 
Sent: Monday, February 9, 2009 9:01:26 PM
Subject: RE: thithing... and whatever you feel like sharing

Susie, thanks for writing.  It shows to me the difference in who the Holy Spirit really has a hold of, as one of the people on my mailing list, a woman I met online on Christian Cafe who has been receiving my writings for years, asked to be taken of of my mailing list, after I sent out to the group about Baptism.  I guess that one offender her.  I've had that happen through the years, though.  Someone won't like what Holy Scripture declares, and they are "outa here!"


BILLY GRAHAM

Perhaps the "greatest Counterfeit" Christian in the World today is Billy Graham. His misdeeds are many, yet his supporters also vociferously defend him. He is invited into the inner Sanctum of the White House and enjoys the company of Presidents. Most of the Churches including Pentecostals, nominals, evangelicals alike all acclaim him. He certainly has an aura of respectability and many, I believe, have chose not to expose him because of his advancing years & Parkinson's disease. He, and his organization are the masters of "double speak" and he himself is openly referred to on the Internet as "Billy Liar". Let's look at some of the things that he has done.

1. At a New York Crusade he refused entry to "street people" - he did not want dirty people in his meetings. (Contrary to the Nature and teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ.) We should not be partial to anyone coming to Christ.

2. In 1982, he accepted "The Templeton Prize for progress in religion" of about $1 Million US & gave the foreword (along with Robert Schuller, another imposter to Christianity) for and endorsement of Templeton's Book. Templeton is a New Ager & an Occultist and no good Christian would ever endorse a book from such a man. Templeton's New Age Unification principles & teachings were introduced by Robert Schuller in 1986 and Schuller also endorses his doctrines.


Note:  www.alemattec.com/Evil of the Templeton prize, the Graham's, and Christian 'musick' . . . .doc

3. In The Charter on Free Masonry and in the teachings of Albert Pike, it clearly says that they worship satan who is the God of light, Adonai they call him, and that the Lord Jesus Christ is the dark one who opposes all that is good. Billy Graham has reached 33rd level in Masonry which is very high status and his name appears on the Mason Charter under "Famous People". He and his "double speak" Organization deny all involvement in Masonry, yet most of Billy Graham's people are all Masons. A famous Mason named Jim Shaw, was called for induction to the 33rd level, and he has since converted to Christianity. He exposed in his Book, "The Deadly Deception" p.104-105 the fact that Billy Graham was present there at his induction. (Only very High level Masons are allowed to witness such events.) The Publishers of his Book, Huffington House refused to publish it with Billy Graham's name there and he was forced to remove his name and replace it with "a well known evangelist". You can only guess where the pressure came from for the suppression of Billy Graham's name. Robert Schuller (Crystal Cathedral), Norman Vincent Peale (Positive Thinking Guru), and Oral Roberts (Godfather of the 'seed faith' doctrine} all admit that they are 33rd degree Masons.

4. In all his meetings, he never encourages Catholics or Jews to leave their faith and to follow the Lord Jesus Christ. He sends them back to their old ways. His thinking is that Jews do not need to be saved, as they are already part of the body of Christ and are "ingrafted into the Christian Church" and actually criticizes anyone who proselytes Jews. (contrary to Romans1:12; John 3:3; John14:6 and many other Scriptures). His papal links are patent. He received an Honorary Doctorate from the Catholic Church. When questioned concerning his own beliefs he stated, "My beliefs are essentially the same as Orthodox Catholics". Graham believes the greatest religious leader in the modern world is the Pope.

5. Billy Graham has been involved with others, even nonChristians in prayer to Allah, the “god” of the Muslims. Allah is nothing but a demon spirit who holds countless millions (now over a billion) in Bondage and error. I ask you, what sort of example does this set for nonbelievers. Surely it would encourage them to continue in the darkness of false religion. At that gathering were many Christians, Jews and Muslims as well as representatives of many other Faiths - together they are praying to the God of Islam as the God of Abraham. What a farce! Billy Graham was quoted in an interview with Robert Schuller as saying that there are "many paths to God" and in stating so he respects them all.

6. Of late it is disturbing to see Billy Graham and his family being promoted by "The Purpose Driven Church", a very spurious organization with links to Rick Warren who went to (guess where) The Robert Schuller Bible College. Robert Schuller has an entirely different 10 Commandments than the Church founded by the Lord Jesus Christ has - you should hear them. “The Purpose Driven Life (lie)” is being promoted by Baptist and Assemblies of God Churches (to their shame) as well as other “Purpose Driven churches”.

7. Billy Graham and his organization for years denied that he had spoken 'anti semantically' in the White House (despite reliable sources reporting otherwise). After some decades, the Nixon Tapes were released with Billy Graham saying, "If they only knew what I think of them (the Jews)" For years a constant stream of denials but in the end truth of his anti-semeticism was exposed.

8. He was rebellious from the start of his walk with God so many decades ago and many Godly men who were his teachers tried to turn his way unto the path of righteousness, but he stubbornly refused their counsel and went his liberal way into error and apostasy, whilst labeling those who opposed him as nonBiblical or even liberal. The evidence surely speaks for itself who was liberal and who followed God's Holy Word. In the Book, "The Assimilation of Evangelist Billy Graham into the Roman Catholic Church" by Erwin Wilson, the renowned Bob Jones wrote the foreword saying, "Some of us who grieved over Graham's first downward steps towards compromise with apostasy and biblical unbelief knew that he was pursuing a direction from which there would be no turning back. While we grieved over him and prayed for him, we had to warn men against his ministry as we had warned Billy against his direction."

9. In 1992, on Graham's Radio Program, "Embrace America 2000", after George Bush Senior's now infamous New World Order Speech, he openly advocated that all should embrace "The New World Order". The Lord Jesus Christ, when asked by his disciples in Matthew 24:3-4, what would be the sign of his coming and the end of the age, said, "Beware lest any man deceive you." The Church Age is drawing to a close, with apostasy abounding; evil men creeping in unawares Jude 3-4; some coming like angels of light to deceive 2 Corinthians 11:4; all lying signs and wonders
2 Thessalonians 2:9-12; the advocacy of ecumenism & Billy Graham's strong support for The World Council of Churches WCC & The National Council of Churches NCC (where belief in the Lord Jesus Christ is not essential), coupled together sets the stage for a "One World Church", a "One World Government" & is being ushered in by subterfuge, by counterfeits pretending to be Godly men but inwardly "they are ravenous wolves". 

Again, remember the words of the Lord Jesus Christ , "Beware lest any man deceive you."

Billy Graham
General Teachings/Activities

- Billy Graham (born in 1918) has Parkinson's disease, a progressive nervous disorder that has already made it impossible for him to drive a car or write by hand. Graham, an ordained Southern Baptist (SBC), heads a $100 million a year evangelistic empire, the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association (BGEA) (Graham is now paid $101,250 per year with a $33,750 housing allowance.) The BGEA also operates a 1,500 acre training center, "The Cove," located in Asheville, North Carolina. The Cove was started in 1987 and includes an inn and a Cove camp for youths ages 9-15. Approximately 5-10,000 adults are trained there annually in Graham-style evangelism.

Billy Graham's magazine, Decision, reaches 1.7 million people, his column appears in more than 100 newspapers, his radio program is on 700 stations worldwide, and several of his books have been best-sellers. (Angels, published in 1975, sold one million copies in just 90 days.) Billy Graham has reportedly preached to over 200 million people and once claimed that precisely 2,874,082 of them have stepped forward to "accept Jesus Christ as personal Savior" (11/15/93, Time magazine). Former President Bush called Graham "America's pastor." Harry Truman called him a "counterfeit" and publicity seeker. Pat Boone considers him "the greatest man since Jesus." Still another says Graham "has done more harm to the cause of Christ than any other living man." Who's correct? Read on and judge for yourself.

- In 1995, Billy Graham's prodigal son Franklin Graham, was named first vice chairman and eventual successor to his father's crusade organization. Billy Graham will remain chairman and head preacher as long as he is able. Franklin Graham wears jeans, boots, denim shirt, and leather jacket. He was a teen rebel who drank, smoked, fought, and led police on high-speed chases. He was kicked out of LeTourneau College. He will continue as director of Samaritan's Purse and World Medical Mission, both social gospel organizations.

Early in June 1996, Franklin Graham, interviewed on CNBC, declared, "[W]hether it's the Roman Catholic Church ... the Orthodox Church ...we'd all agree ... it's Jesus Christ who paid the penalty for sin." That statement was tragically deceptive. Could Franklin Graham, like his father Billy Graham, be unaware that Roman Catholicism and Orthodoxy, while using the same Biblical words as evangelicals used to use, mean something else? Franklin Graham told the Indianapolis Star (6/3/99) that his father's longstanding ecumenical alliance with the Roman Catholic Church and all other denominations, "was one of the smartest things his father ever did." The charismatic Charisma magazine in 10/95 contained a 7-page article on Franklin Graham. They quoted him as saying, "I thank God for the warmth I see within many of the charismatic churches -- their love for the Lord and love for the scriptures. ..." He also said, "Probably (Samaritan's Purse) largest base of support comes from the charismatic community." He has referred to "Mother" Teresa as an "example of the woman God uses" (4/1/99, Calvary Contender), www.alemattec.com/Was Mother Teresa actually sort of a jerk . . .  Yes, but more than just a jerk.doc.

Franklin Graham is a chip off the old block, and you may be sure that he will, and has, compromised as much, per his own words in his writings thus far, or more than his father. Look for little change from the current ecumenical stance of the BGEA once Franklin Graham takes over full time -- or worse -- Franklin Graham does not use his father's word, "crusade," but uses the secular seeker-sensitive word "festival" for his meetings. His 5/99 "festival" at the University of Alabama drew 50,000. The 5/13/99 Alabama Baptist listed some Contemporary Christian Music (CCM) performers, and said "contemporary Christian artist Steven Curtis Chapman had the young people rocking and singing on the coliseum floor. ..." (Source: 6/15/99, Calvary Contender.) 
Norman Vincent Peale was the person who was not only responsible for bringing "Christian" psychology into the professing Church, but he also advocated such New Age and/or occult teachings as visualization, pantheism, human potential, positive confession, positive thinking, etc. Once on the Phil Donahue Show, Peale, a 33rd degree Mason, said, "It's not necessary to be born again. You have your way to God, I have mine. I found eternal peace in a Shinto shrine." (Shintoism is an ancient Oriental religion that fuses ancestor worship with mysticism.) He also denied the necessity of believing in the virgin birth.

Peale's false teachings apparently mattered little to Billy Graham. Bible for Today quoted Billy Graham as saying in a speech at a National Council of Churches luncheon on 12/6/66: "I don't know anyone who has done more for the kingdom of God than Norman and Ruth Peale, or have meant any more in my life -- the encouragement they have given me" (Hayes Minnick, BFT Report #565, p. 28). (Maybe Billy Graham meant to say that he could think of no one who had done more evil for the cause of the Lord Jesus Christ than the Peales?) Billy Graham even once allowed Peale to give the benediction at one of his New York City rallies, and then sent the names of some 400 new "converts" to Peale's Marble Collegiate Church.

- One of Norman Vincent Peale's most "successful" protégés is Robert Schuller. Schuller teaches that there is no need for one to recognize his own personal sin, no need for repentance, and no need for the crucifixion of self. Concerning the latter point, Robert Schuller teaches just the opposite philosophy -- that self is to be exalted -- which is nothing less than an outright denial of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. (See Self-Esteem: The New Reformation, wherein Robert Schuller says, "Jesus knew His worth; His success fed His self-esteem. He suffered the cross to sanctify His self-esteem and He bore the cross to sanctify your self-esteem. The cross will sanctify the ego trip" [cf. Matthew 16:24].)

Yet, Billy Graham endorses this apostate as well, saying: "Robert Schuller is a great man of God, whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop and loose" (copying John the Baptist's statement when speaking of Jesus in John 1:27!). Graham is also the one who advised Robert Schuller, back in 1969, to start his "Hour of Power" television show. In 1972, Billy Graham made Robert Schuller a leader in his Anaheim Crusade, saying, "There is no one in all the world I love in Christ more than I do Bob Schuller. ... He has done some of the greatest things for the Kingdom of God of any man in our generation" (David Beale, S.B.C. House on the Sand, p. 144). Billy Graham made a personal appearance on Robert Schuller's 1000th anniversary program (aired 4/2/89), relating how he had encouraged Robert Schuller 20 years earlier when he said, "Bob, why don't you think of telecasting your services." [Graham spoke at Robert Schuller's Crystal Cathedral in 1985, and the two men came up with a joint definition of "born again" as "a decision to stop carrying your own luggage" (Paul Harvey's report, 7/15/85).]

- Cooperation with a Billy Graham crusade will automatically necessitate fellowship with those who have denied the cardinal doctrines of the Christian faith. For example, Billy Graham not only has influential unbelievers on his crusade platforms, but has also had, on a regular basis since at least 1972, Catholic counselors counsel with new Roman Catholic "converts," referring these new converts back to their own Catholic churches for follow-up. In fact, Billy Graham won't even hold a crusade in a city unless he is assured of wide denominational support (i.e., ecumenical backing). The issue then is more than the authenticity of Billy Graham's Christianity, but is instead the fact that any involvement whatsoever with Billy Graham and/or his organization means "association for religious purposes with people who hold to another gospel: in some cases a Roman Catholic gospel, in others a modernistic gospel," and in others still, no gospel at all (R.J. Sheehan, C.H. Spurgeon and the Modern Church, pp.97-98). [Billy Graham's habit of referring back to the Roman Catholic church can even be documented as far back as 1957! In a 9/21/57 interview with the San Francisco News, Billy Graham said, "Anyone who makes a decision at our meetings is seen later and referred to a local clergyman, Protestant, Catholic, or Jewish." (More recently, Billy Graham's 1994 Crusades in Minneapolis and Cleveland: 6,000 respondents at each Crusade referred back to the Catholic Church; Graham's 9/96 Charlotte, NC Crusade: 1,700 respondents referred back to the Catholic Church)].

Over the years, Catholic leaders have learned they have nothing to fear from Billy Graham crusades. They use the Graham crusades to retrieve non-practicing Roman Catholics and even to gain proselytes to Romanism. Billy Graham's call to "receive Christ," or "make the step of faith," or "come to Christ tonight," is general enough to allow Catholic leaders to insert their sacramental (I added this word here - damning) “gospel” into it. Furthermore, the fact that Billy Graham is working with the Roman Catholic “churches” and never sounds any warnings about Romanism gives people the idea that he accepts their theology, (Here, too, I added this - which is EXACTLY what he does). Roman Catholic “priests” simply teach the inquirers that they are born again at baptism and repeatedly (I also added this - renewed in their demon that represent to them himself as Christ through all sorts of damning “religious activities”). Renewed them to Christ through -- the mass, family duties, the rosary, even coming forward at evangelistic rallies (Wilson Ewin, The Assimilation of Evangelist Billy Graham Into the Roman Catholic Church, pp. 38-39):

"For some unexplainable or even mysterious reason, Billy Graham is unable to discern the theological, moral, and spiritual soul of Roman Catholicism. Likewise, he has failed to grasp, or worse still, has chosen to ignore the historical character of the entire Vatican system. Instead, he has chosen to become attracted, impressed, and finally to honor and follow the Holy See (the pope). The result has been a tragic failure on his part to understand the difference between the truth of God's Word and the utter blackness of Roman Catholicism" (Ewin, p. 22).

["Early on in my life, I didn't know much about Catholics. But through the years I have made many friends within the Roman Catholic church. In fact, when we hold a crusade in a city now, nearly all the Roman Catholic churches support it. And when we went to Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn., for the crusade [last year], we saw St. Paul, which is largely Catholic, and Minneapolis, which is largely Lutheran, both supporting the crusade. That wouldn't have happened 25 years ago" (Billy Graham interview with Promise Keepers New Man magazine, March-April 1997).]

- The Billy Graham Crusade held 9/92 in the Portland, Oregon area is an excellent example of Graham's compromise with Rome. The Catholic Sentinel of Oregon (April 24, 1992) contained an article entitled "Counselors Recruited For Billy Graham Crusade." The Sentinel reported that 10,000 counselors were expected to attend the necessary classes, and the Roman Catholic churches had set a goal to supply 6,000 of these. The article also stated, (regarding the "decision makers"): "Those who have been baptized Catholic or express a Catholic preference will be directed to local parishes that are part of the Crusade."

Fellowship with the Roman Catholic church was not the only worldliness at the Crusade. The 9/13/92 Oregonian said: "Over 7,000 young Christians plugged into their source at the Graham Crusade's Power Surge youth rally Saturday night in the Portland Memorial Coliseum. With the amplifiers turned up, and the lights turned down, the young T-shirt-and-jeans crowd rocked the rafters with songs of praise, lifted up on a pulsating rock beat."
After the Crusade was over, the 9/25/92 Catholic Sentinel had these words of favor for Graham:

"Graham's message is for people to return to God and their churches. ... Graham offered special praise for the Catholic Church, saying, 'We're delighted that the Roman Catholic Church now cooperates with us wherever we go ...'"

Billy Graham even finds it difficult to take a truly Christian position on moral issues. When in Portland for the aforementioned 9/92 Crusade, Graham had the unique opportunity to declare that homosexuality is sin. He was asked about his position on Oregon's upcoming (11/92) statewide referendum that would declare homosexuality abnormal, and would thereby prohibit government support of it. Rather than giving a clear answer from the Bible, Graham played the politician:

"I find it is emotional, with strong arguments on both sides of the issue. I intend to stay out of national and local politics while here. God loves all people whatever their ethnic or political background or their social orientation. ... Christians take opposing views on many issues ... those on both sides of the issue must love each other. ... I never speak against other groups" (9/22/92, The Statesman Journal).

On the 12/22/94 Larry King Live Show, Graham also said that he believed that homosexuals are born with a tendency toward homosexuality; i.e., in the genes.

Concerning the issue of abortion, a year earlier on ABC's "Good Morning America" (GMA) (9/5/91), Billy Graham, when asked the Christian position on abortion, said: "... there is a Christian position, I think. But I'm not prepared to say what it is." And, again two weeks later on GMA (9/19/91), Billy Graham said: "But there are occasions when abortion is the only alternative" (although he didn't say when it is okay to snuff out innocent, unborn human life). (Reported in the 2/22/93, Christian News.)

In an interview in TV Guide (8/6/94), Billy Graham says, when asked about the issues of abortion and homosexuality:

"I don't get involved in the abortion thing. I agree with the pope, whom I know well, on abortion. But I just don't take extreme positions. I preach to unite people. There is a great division in the religious community today. God loves homosexual as much as anyone else. I think homosexuality is a sin, but no greater than idolatry and adultery. In my judgment, it's not that big."

In 1948, Billy Graham was asked: "What do you expect the World Council of Churches (WCC) to do this August when they visit Copenhagen?" He replied: "I believe they are going to nominate the Antichrist!" As early as 1966, however, Billy Graham boasted that he attended the WCC assembly in New Delhi in 1961, and he hoped he would attend the 4th assembly in Uppsala, Sweden in 1968 (which he did). He has attended all but two WCC General Assemblies since!

Billy Graham's collaboration with apostate ecumenical leaders (such as with those in the WCC), his refusal to expose the unscriptural position upon which their search for "Christian unity" is based, and his willingness to cooperate with apostate religious leaders (antichristian), was demonstrated once again in his reported cordial visit with Konrad Raiser, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches. The EPS report said, "Raiser reported that he and Graham had a friendly, informal and wide-ranging conversation. Graham recalled his attendance at the earlier WCC general assemblies and talked about many of his current activities, Raiser said. An assistant to Graham later expressed hope that WCC efforts to develop ties with Graham and other evangelicals would continue, Raised said, and reported that he had invited Graham to visit WCC headquarters in Geneva whenever he could do so."

The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association held its North American Conference for Itinerant Evangelists in Louisville, Kentucky 6/28/94-7/1/94. It included the participation of more than 40 denominations and organizations as Billy Graham predicted that "a new generation of evangelists is on the horizon." This conference followed the pattern of previous conferences -- it gave a great boost to WCC-NCC denominations, the charismatic movement, and the Roman Catholic church. In the waning years of his ministry, Billy Graham is giving great emphasis to training the future generation of “evangelists to disobey God's Word” when it comes to working with those who preach a false gospel. (Original source: Sept/Oct 1993, Foundation magazine.)

In 1952, and again in 1958, Billy Graham made sound statements concerning the separation from those who teach false doctrine. For example, in 1952 he wrote to Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.: "We have never had a man on our [crusade] committee that denied the virgin birth, the vicarious atonement, or the bodily resurrection." In 1958, Graham stated in Eternity magazine: "If a man blatantly denies the deity of Christ or that Christ has come in the flesh, we are not to even bid him Godspeed. Thus, the Scriptures teach that we are to be separated from those who deny the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ. ... I am to treat him as an Antichrist and an enemy of the cross." Yet, as early as 1963, Billy Graham had United Methodist Bishop, Gerald B. Kennedy, as his Los Angeles Crusade Chairman. Kennedy wrote in one of his books (God's Good News, p. 125): "I believe that the testimony of the New Testament taken as a whole is against the doctrine of the deity of Jesus. ..." Yet Billy Graham said of Kennedy in 1963, "Bishop Kennedy is one of the ten greatest Christian preachers in America."

Perhaps most dramatic is Billy Graham's change regarding false religions. In 1948, Billy Graham said: "The three gravest menaces faced by Orthodox Christianity are Communism, Roman Catholicism, and Mohammedanism." By 1973, however, Graham had changed his tune . . .  Billy Graham said that Communist Mao Tse-Tung's "eight precepts are basically the same as the Ten Commandments," he praised the Roman Catholic mass as a "very beautiful thing" (see later item), and said Mohammed Ali's beliefs in Islam "are something we all could believe."

Even earlier, in 1966, Graham said, "I find myself closer to Catholics than the radical Protestants. I think the Roman Catholic Church today is going through a second Reformation" (5/24/66, Philadelphia Evening Bulletin). According to Graham, this "Reformation" must have been completed by 1978, when he said, "I found that my beliefs are essentially the same as those of orthodox Catholics. We only differ on some matters of later church tradition. I find that my beliefs are essentially the same as those of orthodox Roman Catholics" (1/78, McCall's Magazine).

Billy Graham's “gospel” and Roman Catholicism's “gospel” are, in reality, no different. In 1978, McCall's Magazine reported Dr. Billy Graham's "updated" understanding of the way of salvation:

"I used to think that pagans in far-off countries were lost -- were going to hell -- if they did not have the Gospel of Jesus Christ preached to them. I no longer believe that. ... I believe there are other ways of recognizing the existence of God -- through nature, for instance -- and plenty of other opportunities, therefore, of saying yes to God."

This, of course, is a false gospel (John 14:6) -- and one that condemns the one who preaches it (John 14:6, Galatians 1:8-9)! It's difficult to know what Billy Graham really believes about hell. One thing for sure, to Billy Graham hell it's not literal: "The only thing I could say for sure is that hell means separation from God. We are separated from His light, from His fellowship. That is going to hell. When it comes to a literal fire, I don't preach it because I'm not sure about it. When the Scripture uses fire concerning hell, that is possibly an illustration of how terrible it's going to be -- not fire but something worse, a thirst for God that cannot be quenched." (11/15/93, Time magazine). The Lord Jesus Christ certainly believe in the fire of hell. Mark 9:38-51 “47. . . to be cast into hell fire: 48Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.” 


In 1985, Billy Graham affirmed his belief that those outside of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ alone for one's Salavation might be saved. Los Angeles reporter David Colker asked Billy Graham: "What about people of other faiths who live good lives but don't profess a belief in Christ?" Dr. Billy Graham replied, "I'm going to leave that to the Lord. He'll decide that" (Los Angeles Herald Examiner, 7/22/85). While this answer might appear reasonable to those who do not know the Holy Bible, in reality it is a great compromise of the Truth. God has already decided what will happen to those who die outside of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. The Book of Ephesians describes the condition of such as "children of wrath" (Ephesians 2:3) and "having no hope, and without God in the world" (Ephesians 2:12). That is why the Lord Jesus Christ must be Preached. Men without a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as the only way to be Saved are condemned already (John 3:18). There is no mystery or question about this matter, because the Holy Spirit who is God Himself and who wrote the Holy Bible has spoken plainly.

"And I think there is that hunger for God and people are living as best they know how according to the light that they have. Well, I think they're in a separate category than people like Hitler and people who have just defied God, and shaken their fists at God. ... I would say that God, being a God of mercy, we have to rest it right there, and say that God is a God of mercy and love, and how it happens, we don't know." (The Charlotte Observer, 2/16/93). [As reported in Evangelicals and Rome, by David Cloud.]

In 1948, Billy Graham called Roman Catholics "one of the three gravest menaces facing orthodox Christianity." Today, he works arm in arm with them, having become an all-out supporter. He has received numerous Roman Catholic awards including an Honorary Doctorate, and is one of pope John Paul II's greatest admirers and boosters, as evidenced by his full support of a 1989 Charismatic plan to award the pope the "Prince of Peace Prize" (which the pope subsequently turned down), and by Billy Graham having referred to the pope as, "the greatest religious leader of the modern world," and as a "statesman, a pastor, and an evangelist."
Here is a brief history of Billy Graham's papal overtures:

1963: Upon the death of Pope John XXIII, Billy Graham said from Bonn, Germany, "I admired pope John tremendously ... I felt he brought a new era to the world. It is my hope that the Cardinals elect a new pope who will follow the same line as John. It would be a great tragedy if they chose a man who reacted against John" (2/2/63, Michigan City News-Dispatch; 6/8/63, Chicago Tribune).

1973: Billy Graham recommended Roman Catholic literature in the ecumenical Key '73 meetings held across North America; he especially recommended a biography of the “pope” John XXIII containing hundreds of pages of devotion to Mary and the Saints, worship of the host (wafer) at the Mass, and his [the pope's] trust in the sacraments as the means of salvation. Billy Graham advertised this book as "a classic in devotion" (2/86, The Gospel Standard; Key '73: Congregational Resource Book).

1979: Billy Graham appeared on the Phil Donahue show on 10/11, and in discussing pope John Paul II's visit to the U.S.A., said: "I think the American people are looking for a leader, a moral and spiritual leader that believes something. And the pope does. Thank God, I've got somebody to quote now with some real authority."

Billy Graham said elsewhere: "The visit of pope John Paul II to the United States is an event of great significance not only for Roman Catholics, but for all Americans -- as well as the world... In the short time he has been the pope, John Paul II has become the moral leader of the world. My prayers and the prayers of countless other Protestants will be with him as he makes his journey (9/27/79, Religious New Service dispatch; quoted in New Neutralism II, p. 40). Billy Graham also said that John Paul II, "is almost an evangelist because he calls to people to turn to Christ, to turn to Christianity" (The Star, June 26, 1979; reprinted in the Australian Beacon, August 1979, p. 1).

1980: Billy Graham said, "Since his election, pope John Paul II has emerged as the greatest religious leader of the modern world, and one of the greatest moral and spiritual leaders of this century... The pope came [to America] as a statesman and a pastor, but I believe he also sees himself coming as an evangelist. The pope sought to speak to the spiritual hunger of our age in the same way Christians throughout the centuries have spoken to the spiritual yearnings of every age -- by pointing people to Christ" (Saturday Evening Post, Jan.-Feb. 1980). [In this same article, Graham was quoted as saying, "Recently I learned the word 'Pontiff' comes from the Latin words which originally meant 'bridge builder.' ... pope John Paul II [is] indeed a bridge builder, and that is something our divided world desperately needs." [Note: Historically, "pontiff" does not mean bridge-builder, but refers to the papal title of Pontifex Maximus, which was handed down to the early popes from the high priests of an ancient heathen religion in the Roman Empire; "Pontiff" in Italian and Latin means "bridge," and clearly points to the pope's blasphemous claim that he himself is that bridge between man and God.]

1981: Billy Graham met with “pope” John Paul II on 1/13 and was reported in the Religious News Service as saying, "We had a spiritual time," and that the intense conversations lasting about two hours were "very private, intimate conversation. He [the pope] was extremely warm and interested in our work." (2/6/81 & 7/17/81, Christianity Today).

1984: On coming to Vancouver less than a month after the pope had been there, Billy Graham commented on the Pope's message: "I'll tell you, that was just about as straight an evangelical address as I've ever heard. It was tremendous. Of course, I'm a great admirer of his. He gives moral guidance in a world that seems to have lost its way." (Foundation, Vol. V, Iss. 5, 1984).

1989: Billy Graham spoke about a meeting with pope John Paul II: "There was a pause in the conversation; suddenly the pope's arm shot out and he grabbed the lapels of my coat, he pulled me forward within inches of his own face. He fixed his eyes on me and said, 'Listen Graham, we are brothers'" (6/8/89, Today). Billy Graham said that that was a great happening in his life.

1990: After meeting with the pope, Billy Graham said that it is particularly evident in the pope's speeches that his attitudes and decisions, "Are based on his great personal spiritual life. ... he bases his work and messages and vision on biblical principles." (Ewin, The Assimilation of Evangelist Billy Graham Into the Roman Catholic Church, 1992, p. N).

1993: At a 7/12 interview by Joan Lunden on ABC-TV's "Good Morning America," Billy Graham said: "I'm delighted the pope is coming [to Denver for a Catholic youth conference] ... I admire the pope even though I don't agree with him on everything ..." [The pope in talks this year insists that he is the infallible "Vicar of Christ." How can anyone who proclaims the one and only true Gospel ever be "delighted" that a counterfeit christ would come with a false gospel to beguile thousands if not millions of youth?]

On 4/21/72, Billy Graham received the Catholic International Franciscan Award for "his contribution to true ecumenism" and "his sincere and authentic ecumenism" (4/22/72, Minneapolis Star). In acknowledging the award, Billy Graham said, "While I am not worthy to touch the shoe laces of St. Francis, yet this same Christ that called Francis in the 13th century also called me to be one of his servants in the 20th century" (2/86, The Gospel Standard).

1984: Billy Graham was instrumental in paving the way for Vatican ties with President Reagan's decision to appoint an ambassador to the Vatican (Charisma, May, 1984, pp. 101-102). The President asked Billy Graham to help the national security adviser, William P. Clark, to gather responses for establishing formal diplomatic relations with the “Holy See”. The Christian "leaders" contacted by Billy Graham were Jerry Falwell, Pat Robertson, Billy Melvin (Executive Secretary of the NAE), David Hubbard (then president of Fuller Seminary), and Gilbert Beers (then editor of Christianity Today). A letter to Dr. Billy Graham sent to Mr. Clark was also obtained and quoted Billy Graham as saying, "If anyone can do it (have the United States establish relations with the Vatican, and get away with it, it is Mr. Reagan ..."

On 12/9/79, popular Roman Catholic Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen died. Sheen was a Catholic traditionalist who upheld Rome's dogmas. He was a staunch enemy of the New Testament faith. Yet, Billy Graham called Sheen's death: "A great loss to the nation and both the Catholic and Protestant churches. He broke down walls of prejudice between Catholics and Protestants. ... I mourn his death and look forward to our reunion in heaven" (12/22/79 ,EP News Service).

However, Sheen's hope was in Mary, not in the Lord Jesus Christ's completed atonement. Unless he repented and turned wholly to the Lord Jesus Christ on his deathbed, there is no reason to believe Sheen will be in heaven (David Cloud, Flirting With Rome, Vol. I: Billy Graham, p. 31). [Of course, why not Fulton Sheen in heaven if Elvis is going to be there? -- In an article in the 4/16/92 issue of USA Today, Graham stated that he "expects to spend eternity with God, the great, and the good -- including Elvis Presley."]

Graham once said: "It is my opinion that we ought not to contrast the 'nurture of grace' and the 'grace of conversion' as many have tried to do. I am convinced that there are both, and happy is the man who by the nurture of grace is brought to the grace of conversion." Anyone familiar with Roman Catholicism knows that their "nurture of grace" refers to the grace of the seven sacraments. Thus, Graham has both learned and accepted Rome's sacramental grace!

We should not be surprised, then, to learn that Billy Graham also holds to Rome's false gospel of baptismal regeneration! The following quote is from an article written in October of 1961 after Graham gave an interview to Lutheran clergyman Wilfred Bockelman, who was then the associate editor of The Lutheran Standard: (Emphasis added.)

"I do believe that something happens at the baptism of an infant, particularly if the parents are Christians and teach their children Christian truths from childhood. We cannot fully understand the mysteries of God, but I believe a miracle can happen in these children so that they are regenerated, that is, made Christians through infant baptism. If you want to call that baptismal regeneration, that's all right with me" (10/10/61, The Lutheran Standard).

Bockelman said, "One would assume that, as a Baptist, Dr. Billy Graham would be opposed to infant baptism." Bockelman not only found this not to be the case, but that Graham's wife, Ruth, and all their children but the youngest, were baptized as infants. (Reported in the Summer 1991 Dorea, pp. 9-10.)

Graham has said that the virgin birth of Christ is NOT an essential part of the Christian faith. In an interview with a United Church of Canada publication in 1966 ("Billy Graham Answers 26 Provocative Questions," United Church Observer, July 1, 1966), Graham gave the following reply to a question about the virgin birth of Christ:

Q. Do you think a literal belief in the Virgin birth -- not just as a symbol of the incarnation or of Christ's divinity -- as an historic event is necessary for personal salvation?

A. While I most certainly believe that Jesus Christ was born of a virgin, I do not find anywhere in the New Testament that this particular belief is necessary for personal salvation.

In his zeal to appease the apostates in the United Church of Christ (its moderator, Bill Phipps, denies that Jesus Christ is God), Graham tells an absolute lie. How would it be possible for a saved person to deny the virgin birth of Jesus Christ? If Jesus Christ were not virgin born, He was a sinner as the rest of the world; and if He were a sinner, He could not have died for our sins. Further, if Christ were a sinner, and if He were not virgin born, He was a liar for making such claims and the Holy Bible that records those claims is a blatant and wicked lie, and the Bible-believing Christian is a deceived and foolish person whose faith has no authoritative foundation. Therefore, apart from the virgin birth, there is no Gospel and no Salvation and no authoritative Holy Bible. The virgin birth of Christ is "fatal" doctrine, meaning it is crucial for salvation. The entire Gospel stands or falls on the virgin birth (Evangelicals and Rome, by David Cloud).

1998: A recent interview on CNN's "Larry King Live" television broadcast once again reveals just how far Billy Graham has fallen from the orthodox teaching of Holy Scripture. Larry King interviewed Billy Graham for a full hour on Christmas Day, 1998. During the course of the interview, King questioned Graham about the afterlife soon after Graham had mentioned he was not afraid to die since he knew he would be with God:

GRAHAM: I'll know Him. He'll know me. He will receive me. I believe the moment that I die, an angel comes and takes my hand and leads me into His presence.

KING: In your body or through a soul?

GRAHAM: Both -- maybe both, because we have been resurrected. Remember, this body's coming back together again. Nothing ever disappears ...

Note:  www.alemattec.com/50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption . . . .doc

KING: All right. You'll meet Jesus and then what will it be like? What will paradise be like?

GRAHAM: It's going to be like paradise. It'll be the -- everything that you ever wanted for happiness will be there. People say that the Bible teaches there's no sex in Heaven. If sex is necessary for our happiness and fulfillment, it'll be there. And then, if certain other things that we think are pleasurable will -- it'll be there.

Once again, Billy Graham's theology is completely contrary to Holy Scripture, and goes even further than his Roman Catholic beliefs. God's Word never teaches that whatever is necessary for physical human happiness will be the believer's lot in Heaven. On the contrary, the believer will rejoice in praising God and fulfilling His Will, not the desired will of the individual. The believer's physical body, while on the earth, is still wrestling with the lusts of the flesh and the pride of life that are certainly pleasurable to the earthly saint. However, heaven will be a place where the believer will fulfill the Will of the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and honor and glorify Him throughout all eternity. To give the impression that heaven will be a type of hedonistic paradise is dangerous, false theology. (Excerpted and/or adapted from the Jan-Feb 1999, Foundation magazine.)

1998: Dr. Billy Graham also believes that men can be saved apart from the Name of Christ. (Source: 5/31/98 television interview with Robert Schuller, as reported in the May-June 1997, Foundation magazine.), Actual interview was 5/31/97: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4MZWug3QAvs, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mC2WPR7q4pU:

SCHULLER: Tell me, what do you think is the future of Christianity?

GRAHAM: Well, Christianity and being a true believer -- you know, I think there's the Body of Christ. This comes from all the Christian groups around the world, outside the Christian groups. I think everybody that loves Christ, or knows Christ, whether they're conscious of it or not, they're members of the Body of Christ. [How can anyone love Christ or know Christ and not be conscious of it (Acts 4:8-12; John 17:2-4;Roman 8:9,16; 10:14; 1 John 3:24; 4:13; John 3:18)] Billy Graham continues . . . I don't think that we're going to see a great sweeping revival that will turn the whole world to Christ at any time. I think James answered that -- the Apostle James in the first council in Jerusalem, when he said that God's purpose for this age is to call out a people for His name. hat's what God is doing today, He's calling people out of the world for His name, whether they come from the Muslim world, or the Buddhist world, or the Christian world, or the non-believing world, they are members of the Body of Christ because they've been called by God. They may not even know the name of Jesus
[How can this be? (Acts 4:12; Romans 10:13) Romans 10:14
Romans 10:14
14How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?],
but they know in their hearts that they need something that they don't have, and they turn to the only light that they have, and I think that they are saved, and that they're going to be with us in heaven.

John 14:6
6Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

SCHULLER: Well, what I hear you saying, that it's possible for Jesus Christ to come into human hearts and soul and life, even if they've been born in darkness and have never had exposure to the Bible. Is that a correct interpretation of what you're saying?

GRAHAM: Yes, it is, because I believe that. I've met people in various parts of the world in tribal situations, that they have never seen a Bible or heard about a Bible, and never heard of Jesus, but they've believed in their hearts that there was a God, and they've tried to live a life that was quite apart from the surrounding community in which they lived.
John 5:23

 5That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him.


Why?  You cannot separate them, Father and Son of God are One God!


John 10:30
30I and my Father are one.

SCHULLER: [Robert Schuller trips over his tongue for a moment, his face beaming, then says,] “This is fantastic! I'm so thrilled to hear you say that! There's a wideness in God's mercy!”

GRAHAM: There is. There definitely is.

What Billy Graham is actually saying here is: "Sinners can be saved by their good works and that a personal relationship to Jesus Christ by being born again is NOT necessary to salvation." This statement also directly agrees with the Roman Catholic universal catechism, page 224; para. 847:

"Those who, through no fault of their own, do not know the Gospel of Christ or his church, but who nevertheless seek God with a sincere heart and, moved by grace, try in their actions to do his will as they know it through the dictates of their conscience, those too may achieve eternal salvation."

Thus, Roman Catholicism, and Billy Graham, have said that even if you never hear about Christ, you can still be saved by being the best person you can be. This directly contradicts Acts 4:12 which says, "Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved." The Lord Jesus Christ, Himself left no doubt: 

John 14:6

Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

Luke 6:26

26Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the false prophets.
Note:  Woe is a curse of God upon one.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4MZWug3QAvs

1982: Billy Graham refuses to defend the Holy Bible as the inerrant Word of God. Newsweek magazine, April 26, 1982, examined the debate on the issue of Biblical infallibility. The article noted that Billy Graham is not on the side of inerrancy:

"Billy Graham, for one, clearly is not. 'I believe the Bible is the inspired, authoritative word of God,' Billy Graham says, 'but I don't use the word "inerrant" because it's become a brittle divisive word.'"

Billy Graham avoids controversy at any cost. He knows that Modernists and unbelieving Evangelicals are willing to call the Bible "authoritative and inspired" even while denying that it is the infallible and inerrant Word of God. Billy Graham aligns himself with this unbelieving camp. If the Holy Bible is not the inerrant Word of God, who can dogmatically determine which part is and which part is not inerrant? If the Holy Bible is not inerrant, it is not authoritative (Source: Evangelicals and Rome, by David Cloud).

1993: Never mind that the Roman Catholic sacrament of the “Mass” is the greatest attack ever on the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ (Hebrews 10:19-22), Billy Graham thinks the Mass is not only beautiful, but that it is clear in the gospel!:

"This past week I preached in the great Catholic cathedral a funeral sermon for a close friend of mine who was a Catholic, and they had several Bishops and Archbishops to participate. And as I sat there going through the funeral Mass, that was a very beautiful thing, and certainly straight and clear in the gospel. There was a wonderful little priest that would tell me when to stand and when to kneel and what to do." (O Timothy, Vol. 10, Issue 9, 1993, pp. 16-17).

There you have it. Billy Graham kneeling and worshiping the Mass wafer! It evidently matters not to Billy Graham that the Mass destroys the Biblical teaching of Christ's atonement, and thereby, the very Gospel itself.

In an interview with the Bookstore Journal, Billy Graham again states quite clearly his position on ecumenism, and shows just how far he is willing to twist Holy Scripture in order to “support this ecumenism:

"Another significant thing happened in the early '50s in Boston. [Catholic] Cardinal Cushing ... put 'Bravo Billy' on the front cover [of his magazine]. That made news all over the country. He (Cushing) and I became close, wonderful friends. That was my first real coming to grips with the whole Protestant/Catholic situation. I began to realize that there were Christians everywhere. They might be called modernists, Catholics, or whatever, but they were Christians. Jesus taught, 'By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.' And that love is more important than anything else. I don't think I've ever departed from that realization" (November 1991, Bookstore Journal).

- In 1964, Billy Graham's aide, George Edstrom, wrote: "Mr. Graham has never preached in a Catholic Church, and he does not agree with them in the joining of one church. If you heard this, it is nothing but false rumors." Yet, as early as 1963, one year prior to the above statement, Billy Graham had spoken at the Roman Catholic Belmont Abbey College in North Carolina . . .

In 1967, on a Tuesday evening on Tuesday evening, November 21,  Billy Graham again spoke at Belmont Abbey College, at the Institute for Ecumenical Dialogue, receiving his honorary Doctor of Humane Letters (D.H.L.) from them and saying that this was "... a time when Protestants and Catholics could meet together, and greet each other as brothers, whereas ten years ago they could not."  Billy Graham was the first Protestant to receive an honorary degree from Belmont Abbey College, a Roman Catholic school, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billy_Graham#Awards_and_honors.  Billy Graham said he "knew of no greater honor a North Carolina preacher, reared just a few miles from here, could have than to be presented with this degree. I'm not sure but what this could start me being called 'Father Graham,'" he facetiously added. In this same talk, Graham stated: "Finally, the way of salvation has not changed. I know how the ending of the book will be. The gospel that built this school and the gospel that brings me here tonight is still the way to salvation" (11/22/67, The Gastonia Gazette).

https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images;_ylt=A0geK.Xn6IhgVzkAz8FXNyoA;_ylu=Y29sbwNiZjEEcG9zAzIEdnRpZAMEc2VjA3Nj?p=billy+graham%27s+honorary+doctorate+degree+Belmont+Abbey+College&fr=yfp-t-s

Compare this to Billy Graham's statement in 1957, when he branded the Roman Catholic gospel, "a stench in the nostrils of God" (A Prophet With Honor, p. 223).
1968: Billy Graham was in a meeting in San Antonio, Texas. He said that the Roman Catholic church had given "tremendous cooperation" in areas where he had held crusades. He added, "A great part of our support today comes from Catholics. We never hold a crusade without priests and nuns being much in evidence in the audience."

In 1985, the Paulist National Catholic Evangelization Association and Tyndale House Publishers jointly published What Christians Can Learn from One Another about Evangelizing Adults, which contained a chapter by Billy Graham. The book called for greater cooperation between Protestants and Roman Catholics in so-called evangelism, and also included articles by Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, Robert Schuller, Bill Bright, Jack Wyrtzen, and others (Flirting With Rome, Vol. I: Billy Graham, p. 31).

1991: Thirty-four Roman Catholic churches and 300-400 parish volunteers participated in the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association St. Louis Crusade led by Graham associate, Dr. Ralph Bell, September 22-29, 1991. The crusade was co-sponsored by the Archdiocese of St. Louis. (Reported in the 1992 March-April Fundamentalist Digest.) Vincent Heier of the Archdiocese office commented, "Billy Graham has always been very ecumenical ... Billy Graham has not necessarily pushed people into one denomination or another but he's tries to encourage whatever denominations that want to cooperate."

1991: David Briggs, an Associated Press reporter, wrote concerning the 9/22/91 Billy Graham New York City Crusade that "many of those who answer the call at the end of his crusade have been swayed by techniques such as having the ushers come forward to give the impression there is a groundswell of people committing to Christ." (Reported in The Patriot-News, Religion section, Harrisburg, PA, 9/20/91, p. 1.) The rally was endorsed by Roman Catholic Cardinal John O'Connor who said, "The Billy Graham organization has asked our help in providing people to counsel and to welcome back those who wish to practice their Catholic faith." At the rally, Billy Graham thanked O'Connor and the area archbishops for their support. Billy Graham also expressed appreciation to the Jewish Rabbis in New York. (Graham said: "I want to thank the Jewish Rabbis for having me for lunch. ... About 200 Rabbis gathered and we broke bread together and we talked about the things of God and the things of New York City.") When extending the invitation at the close of his message, Billy Graham invited individuals to "come back to the Lord" by "renewing" their "vows of baptism or confirmation." (Reported in the 1992 March-April Fundamentalist Digest.) [Billy Graham made this same appeal to "reconfirm" at a 1977 Crusade held in the heart of Roman Catholicism at Notre Dame University: "Many of you want to come tonight to reconfirm your confirmation. You want to reconfirm the decision that you made when you joined the church." (Interdisciplinary Biblical Research Institute, pp. 75-76).]

1982, 1992: Billy Graham first preached in Moscow in 1982 when it was still part of the Soviet Union. When Billy Graham returned to Russia for a 10/23/92-10/25/92 rally, he met with Russian Orthodox Church spokesman, Patriarch Alexi II, and issued a joint statement denouncing proselytizing in the former Soviet Union (July-August 1993, Fundamentalist Digest). Billy Graham and Alexi issued the statement in a private meeting at Moscow's historic Danilov Monastery. Billy Graham said, "I assured him we didn't come here to proselytize, that I have been here a number of times with the Orthodox church as their guest, that I have a great love for the church and believe the people need to go back to their roots and put a great deal of emphasis on Bible study." (Reported in the 12/92 ,Baptist Challenge.)

Street preaching, distribution of Bible tracts and other Gospel literature, and publishing of Bible- related materials by foreign missionaries have also been banned in Russia. The restrictions were pushed by the same Russian Orthodox denomination that Billy Graham has such "a great love" for who again banned Bible tracks to support those who invited him. Billy Graham voiced his agreement with the new laws, describing tract distribution as an "inappropriate" activity.

1998: The animated film on the life of Moses, The Prince of Egypt, was made with input from evangelicals, Jews, and Muslims. The anti-God filmmaker, DreamWorks, taking great care not to offend these religious groups, took considerable liberties with the Biblical account. It pressured an evangelical publisher, working on a children's book tie-in, to eliminate references to God as "he" and some references to God as "Lord" (12/98, What In The World!). To meet politically correct feminist criteria for an acceptable god, it has YHWH saying, "... I am the God of your ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; the God of Sara, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah" (12/98, Media Spotlight). Along with Billy Graham, James Dobson, and Jerry Falwell were also consulted, and all praise the movie. (Reported in the 1/15/99, Calvary Contender.)

Christianity Today reported on Graham's third Pittsburgh Crusade, held from 6/2/93-6/6/93 (previous crusades were held in 1952 and 1968): "The effort was marked by an ecumenical cooperation that saw 1,050 churches and 65 denominations come together. ... 171,500 persons attended ... 12,515 of them making commitments to Christ. ... [Contributions came] in at $180,000 above the $1.45 million budget. ... the Crusade in largely Roman Catholic Pittsburgh had six Catholics on the [Crusade] Executive Committee. Earlier crusades did not include invitations to Pittsburgh Catholic Diocese officials. This time Graham met with eight bishops and executives from Catholic and Protestant groups" (7/19/93 Christianity Today).

1993: In September, Billy Graham held a crusade in Columbus, Ohio. A TV news reporter said Billy Graham didn't care what faith you were from, that "the idea is to bring you back to your faith, no matter what it is, and to use the Crusade as a catalyst to bring you back to that faith." Another reporter said: "The Catholic Church ... is taking an active part ... and is inviting its parishioners to attend the crusades" (9/19/93 ,Columbus Dispatch).

Billy Graham, in his final sermon during the Columbus, Ohio Crusade to 44,000 people, asked: "Is AIDS a judgment from God? I cannot say for sure, but I think so." Two weeks later he said he didn't mean it. He said: "To say God has judged people with AIDS would be very wrong and very cruel" and "I would like to say that I am very sorry for what I said." (10/10/93, Bloomington Herald-Times). Billy Graham also told the Cleveland Plain Dealer, "I don't believe that, and I don't know why I said it."


1992: In a five-day visit to North Korea in March, Billy Graham preached in one Protestant and one Roman Catholic church (the only two churches permitted to exist in North Korea!). He delivered a message from the pope, and spoke with government approval. He praised North Korea's Marxist dictator Kim II Sung's call for "reconciliation and peace," and Billy Graham said that he has "learned to appreciate Korea's long struggle to preserve its national sovereignty." On ABC's "Good Morning America" (4/6/92), talking about his trip, Billy Graham said that the people of North Korea seemed "relaxed and happy," noting that they were preparing for Kim's 80th birthday, of whom Billy Graham said was almost like "a grandfather" to his people! Billy Graham said that Kim had given Billy Graham a party "a very lavish luncheon" during which he was "very warm and friendly." But, said Billy Graham, he had no idea why he was invited to North Korea.

"Well, I have an idea," says John Lofton of The Lofton Letter: "Billy Graham is invited to such places as North Korea and the then Communist Soviet Union because he is a dupe, what Lenin called 'a useful idiot' who can be counted on to not tell it like it is." Billy Graham's trip was obviously of immense propaganda value to atheist North Korea, which recently joined the United Nations, and is now contracting to sell powerful "terror weapons" to Iran. (Reported in the 5/1/92 Calvary Contender and the 2/22/93 Christian News.) [Billy Graham has always seemed to have a higher view of communism than of Scripture. A number of years ago Billy Graham said that "Mao Tse Tung's Eight Precepts are basically the same as the Ten Commandments. In fact, if we can't have the Ten Commandments read in the schools, I'll settle for Mao's Precepts" (Gothardism Evaluated, 1988, p. 16).]

Billy Graham is a supporter of the Williamsburg Charter Foundation [WCF] (Graham gave the keynote address at the signing ceremony on 6/25/88), an ecumenical amalgamation of professing Christians, humanists, atheists, New Agers, Eastern religionists, etc., whose stated goal is religious tolerance in education, but all the while is promoting a new one world religion. Other "evangelical" signators and/or supporters with Billy Graham were James Dobson, Beverly LaHaye, and Chuck Colson. [WCF no longer exists, but the curriculum has been passed on to a "new" organization, "The First Liberty Institute," an organization headed up by New Ager Dr. Charles C. Haynes. (First Liberty is located at George Mason University, which was originally designated as "national teacher training and outreach center" for the Williamsburg Charter Foundation. Its New Age/One World curriculum, "Living With Our Deepest Differences: Religious Liberty in a Pluralistic Society," is being offered to the nations' public schools by the National Council on Religion and Public Education, a Liberty Institute organization, and has been accepted by the California State Board of Education.)]

1993: An article from the Houston Chronicle quoted Billy Graham's favorable comments about left wing liberal President(s) Bill & Hillary Clinton: "President Bill Clinton would make a great evangelist, the Rev. Billy Graham told U.S. News & World Report in a recent interview. ... Billy Graham said he was impressed with Bill Clinton's charisma and 'with some of the things he believes. ... From a biblical point of view, we should be headed in the direction of goodness and righteousness, away from crime and immorality,' Billy Graham said, 'and towards one's neighbors who are in need. I'm encouraged by the emphasis President Clinton and Hillary are putting on that.'"

Like what? Putting homosexuals in the military or helping to abort your neighbor's baby? Or perhaps Clinton's enthusiasm towards the New World Order? That Billy Graham should have any kind words at all for a couple who represent the antithesis of Biblical "goodness," "righteousness," and "morality" is bad enough, but for Billy Graham to think that the Clintons are emphasizing these virtues exhibits a heretofore unprecedented level of ignorance and/or self-deceit on Billy Graham's part.

1993: Billy Graham attended a 1993 prayer breakfast in which Bill Clinton participated. Senator John Kerry (a Roman Catholic) read John 3:1-21 (skipping verse 16) and said Christ was speaking of "spiritual renewal" and that "in the spirit of Christ ... Hindu, Buddhist, Muslim, Jew, Christian" were meeting and "there is renewal ... with a new President and Vice President ..." Billy Graham added, "I do not know a time when we had a more spiritual time than we've had today."

1998: On the 3/5/98 "Today Show," Billy Graham said about Bill Clinton's sexual escapades: "I forgive him because I know the frailty of human nature and I know how hard it is, and especially a strong vigorous young man like he is -- he has such a tremendous personality. I think the ladies just go wild over him."]

1988: More evidence of Billy Graham's ecumenism is his statement in U.S. News & World Report (12/19/88): "World travel and getting to know clergy of all denominations has helped mold me into an ecumenical being. We're separated by theology and, in some instances, culture and race, but all of that means nothing to me anymore."

This should not surprise us in light of the fact that as early as 1958, Graham had reduced the doctrine of verbal inerrancy to the status of mere "theory," and denied that "this particular theory of inspiration" was even essential to Christian orthodoxy, let alone grounds for the breaking of Christian fellowship. (Billy Graham's letter to the editor, 11/58, Eternity magazine, pp. 18-19.)

1990: A pastor who attended a Billy Graham crusade on September 22, 1990, in Nassau Coliseum on Long Island, reported his experience as follows: "I have read often of the compromises of Billy Graham, but doubted some of the stories as exaggerated. Now they have been proven, in my eyes, worse than reported. ... My conclusion is that Billy Graham is making men twofold more the child of hell ... The emphasis was on believing in God, with a little commentary on Jesus Christ, but very little. ... We were told that the way to take care of the sin problem is to 'receive Christ, rededicate your life, or renew your confirmation vows, or whatever you call it in your church.' I could hardly believe my ears. What do confirmation vows have to do with salvation? ... No one could have convinced me of the apostasy of Billy Graham any more than my own experience. ... He even had a Rabbi on the platform to show the unity of the religions. ... Not having competent counselors is bad enough, but then to have led them to believe that a church experience is the same as being born again is the height of apostasy. ... Billy Graham has not compromised, he has gone kaput!" (From The Baptist Lighthouse, reprinted in The Perilous Times, March, 1991.)

1991: During the early-1991 Gulf War with Iraq, Billy Graham was summoned to the White House to pray with and for President George Bush. Billy Graham has said that George Bush, Sr. is the best friend he has in the world outside his own staff, and said that out of the war perhaps "will come a new peace and, as ... stated by the president, a new world order" (2/4/91, Christian News).

1990, 1991: More evidence of Billy Graham conforming to the world was his organization asking for a PG (Parental Guidance) rating for the film, The Prodigal. This request was "so it wouldn't be seen as a goody- two-shoes 'religious' movie" (4/90, Focus on the Family magazine). "Such primary/pragmatic concern for worldly image compromises [any] possible secondary spiritual benefits [the film might have had.]" (2/15/91, Calvary Contender).

1996: In Amsterdam in 1986, sponsored by the Billy Graham Evangelistic Crusade at a cost of $21 million, more than 12,000 "Christian" leaders met to plan a strategy for evangelizing the world. Billy Graham openly admitted at the closing press conference that the only way to achieve world evangelism is under the umbrella of ecumenicity. When asked how he could conduct a conference on worldwide evangelism when so many attending groups did not even embrace the same fundamentals of the faith or agree on the definition of the Gospel, Billy Graham responded:

"Evangelism is about the only word we can unite on ... Our methods would be different and there would be debates over even the message sometimes, but there is no debate over the fact that we need to evangelize. ... I think there is an ecumenicity that cannot [be gotten] under any other umbrella." Thus, Billy Graham has chosen to join in evangelism with those who would debate the very content of the Gospel! (Reported in the July 1991 CIB Bulletin and the March-May 1991 Foundation, p. 13.)

2000: Billy Graham was named as one of the four Honorary Co-Chairmen of the A.D. 2000 Evangelism organization. (The other three are Luis Palau, Campus Crusade's Bill Bright, and Kyun Chik Han of Korea. Paul Cedar, then head of the Evangelical Free Church, chairs the A.D. 2000 International Coalition of Christian Leaders, which is composed of 200 key leaders from various denominations, national, and local churches.) A.D. 2000 Evangelism is ecumenical, compromising to the core, and even has some New Agers in its ranks (e.g., Jay Gary and Robert Muller), yet many undiscerning or uninformed "believers" are supporting, praising, and participating in it. This unscriptural evangelism movement includes Roman Catholics, Orthodox, Charismatics, Pentecostals, and Protestants of all kinds. It is evident that many have not yet realized the impossibility of evangelizing the world when millions of those participating in that effort preach a false gospel. This makes the A.D. 2000 Evangelism program a curse, not a blessing.

1993: According to the July-August, 1993 Mission Frontiers Bulletin, "These International Coalition leaders share the vision of the A.D. 2000 and Beyond Movement. ["A church for every people and the Gospel for every person by A.D. 2000," is their slogan.] They are 'front line' leaders, implementers, activists, equippers, and/or mobilizers in the ministry of world evangelization. Coalition members give leadership to the involvement of their own constituencies and share spiritual counsel with the various A.D. 2000 boards, committees and resource network leaders. They will seek to rally support and resources of all kinds to see the objectives of the movement fulfilled." Seeking "all kinds" of support simply means that they will utilize whatever group claims to be in agreement with their "objectives" of global evangelization. The problem with such an inclusivist policy, however, is that some of the groups whose support they are trying to enlist embrace many unbiblical beliefs and strange gospels. (September-October 1993, Foundation magazine).
1993: In preparation for an ecumenical evangelistic crusade that was held in Germany in March of 1993, Billy Graham met with leading German governmental and religious officials. Among those with whom he met was Bishop Karl Lehmann, the "highest-ranking Roman Catholic official in the country." The purpose of their meeting was "to extend the opportunity for local dioceses to participate in the outreach of the crusade." According to the report, "Bishop Lehmann warmly welcomed Mr. Graham stating, 'One of the key words uniting us today, including Orthodox, Protestant and Catholic alike is 'evangelism.'" (1/93, Decision magazine, p. 19)
[Those who fellowship with Romanism put a stamp of approval -- unwittingly, perhaps, but just as surely -- upon the false gospel preached by their Roman Catholic friends. When Billy Graham includes Roman Catholics in his evangelistic crusades and sends inquirers to Roman Catholic churches, those looking on are made to think that Roman Catholicism must be true Christianity. When evangelical leaders fellowship with Rome, a climate is created whereby it is very difficult to preach that Roman Catholics need to be saved and leave their apostate [church]. Ecumenical evangelicals break down the walls between truth and error and muddy the waters of gospel work. ..." (Reported in the 7/1/93 ,Calvary Contender, quoting Way of Life Literature).]
1996: After numerous letters from the editor of Christian News questioning Billy Graham's alleged Masonic affiliations, a staff member of Billy Graham's ministry denied that Billy Graham was ever a Freemason. (In a weakly worded statement, the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association "condemned" Freemasonry on the grounds that the church should meet the needs one is trying to satisfy by joining a lodge, that joining a lodge could cause a rift between husband and wife if they had not mutually agreed on the husband's lodge membership, and the requirement to take an oath violates Scripture.) However, Billy Graham's ministry also admitted that Billy Graham attended a 33rd degree initiation rite back in 1966. Graham's defenders claim that this is how he became alerted to the dangers of Freemasonry.
Masons are not in the habit of inviting the curious to its secret ceremonies! Can one then surmise that this was Billy Graham's own initiation ceremony? In doing primary research for his book, The Origins and Teachings of Freemasonry (at the House of the Temple in Washington, D.C.), Dr. Robert A. Morey was told that they keep a file on all 33rd degree Masons. Morey asked if they had a file on Billy Graham. The Librarian said, "Yes. Do you want to see it?" But since he did not feel that it was proper, he said, "No, not at this time" (Robert Morey' letter to the editor, Christian News, 9/14/92).
Fritz Springmeier of Portland, Oregon has written a tract, "Billy Graham and the Bible." He gives evidence of Billy Graham being a 33rd degree Mason who has taken secret oaths in blood. In this tract, Springmeier states, "Billy Graham took part in the initiation rites of Jim Shaw as a 33rd degree Mason. This was before Shaw left the Masons in obedience to Christ" (9/14/92, Christian News).
William Martin, a sociologist at Rice University, spent five years researching for an authorized biography of Billy Graham (A Prophet With Honor: The Billy Graham Story, 1991 -- this was the second authorized biography of Graham, the other being by John Pollock in 1966). Martin characterizes Billy Graham as a "regular guy who can skinny-dip with Lyndon Johnson or flip through Playboy at a barber shop without embarrassment. But he is also an example of clean living." Other observations by Martin include:
(a) Graham's form of Christianity relies upon emotion and a simplistic view of the Bible in favor of a mass-produced approach to gaining converts.
(b) Graham is willing to tread carelessly along the line separating religion and politics in exchange for access to the rich and powerful.
(c) Studies have found that Graham's rallies largely preach to the professing converted, and that many of those who answer the call at the end of his crusades have been swayed by techniques, such as having ushers come forward in order to give the impression that there is a groundswell of people committing to Christ.
(d) Graham has been vilified for his willingness to work in cooperation with mainline Protestants, Catholics, and others of suspect faith.
(e) Graham has publicly endorsed Martin Luther King, a known womanizer and Marxist sympathizer.
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(f) Billy Graham's ecumenical achievements include the founding of the neo-evangelical magazine Christianity Today, and the founding of the ecumenical youth organization, Youth for Christ, as well as having been an important cog in the National Association of Evangelicals (NAE) since its early days. Lemuel Nelson Bell (July 30, 1894 – August 2, 1973)[1] was a medical missionary in China and the father-in-law of famous evangelist Billy Graham. Few people had more influence on Billy Graham than Bell. Lemuel Bell was the one who suggested to Billy Graham the idea of the periodical that would eventually be named "Christianity Today." 
Decision magazine, the official publication of the Billy Graham Evangelical Association
World Wide Pictures (WWP) is a film distributor and production company established as a subsidiary of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association (BGEA) in 1951. It is involved in the production and distribution of evangelistic films, the production of Graham crusade films, and publicity for Graham crusades. WWPs Biggest film: The Restless Ones, 1965.
THE RESTLESS ONES 1965 

U.S. film. A JD, teenage, beach and religious movie?! Yup!! David and his JD pals vandalize a church and speed away in hot rod while slugging down hard liquor. They get pulled over by the fuzz in front of a record store where all the cool kids come out and watch them get busted! Next stop, jail! David's parents are TV screenwriters and decide to write a TV project about "today's troubles teens." They read about Reverend Billy Graham's effect on teenagers and attend one of his crusades. Next, they go to a swingin' religious hootenanny at Malibu beach that looks like it could be outta any Frankie and Annette movie except for the God stuff. David's girlfriend, April, is a heathen JD floozy who gets knocked up by a truck driver and eventually tries to commit suicide. In the end David and his parents accept God. Johnny Crawford, Kim Darby, Robert Sampson, Georgia Lee, Burt Douglas, Pamela McMyler, Ricky Kelman, Lurene Tuttle, Jean Engstrom, Billy Graham. The Restless Ones. According to an October 14, 1966 issue of Christianity Today more than 120,000 professions of faith were recorded after more than two million people viewed the film.

SO, YOU'RE TELLING ME THAT WE DON'T HAVE TO PREACH GOD'S WORD, JUST ENTERTAIN THEM? THAT'S NOT WHAT THE HOLY BIBLE STATES:
1 Corinthians 1:20-21
20Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 
21For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.
World Wide Pictures released Road to Redemption, WWP's first comedy after over 125 films (including nine major motion pictures). The film starred Pat Hingle. Christian comedy Road to Redemption has a lot going for it, including a cute concept, sharp comic direction, and a winning cast bound to give the film crossover appeal to secular audiences. A financially strapped couple, Amanda (Julie Condra) and Alan (Jay Underwood), "borrow" $250,000 from Amanda's mobster boss, Santoro (Leo Rossi), and bet it all on a racehorse that doesn't come through. Terrified of Santoro's wrath, Amanda goes in search of her wealthy grandfather, Nathan (Pat Hingle), who is in ill health but agrees to give her the money if she'll go fishing with him in Montana--more than a thousand miles away. Meanwhile, Alan is forced by Santoro to accompany an enforcer, Vincent (Tony Longo), and a tracker (Wes Studi) to catch up with Amanda and get the cash. The latter situation yields a lot of laughs, especially through feckless Alan's unlikely friendship with Vincent, with whom he bonds over eight-track recordings of David Cassidy's greatest hits. Amanda and Nathan are also funny together but have many poignant experiences as well, including Nathan's gentle explanations about the comfort he takes in his relationship with God. Writer-director Robert Vernon makes it all crackling entertainment with a real heart.
Passageway.org, the website for a children's program created by Billy Graham Evangelical Association, BGEA. Billy Graham's Passageway.org WEB site for children teach them in today's language of worldliness: http://www.billygraham.org/specialsections/Graffiti/Graffiti.asp
Romans 12:1-2
1I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
2And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
Ezekiel 11:10-12 
10Ye shall fall by the sword; I will judge you in the border of Israel; and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 
11This city shall not be your caldron, neither shall ye be the flesh in the midst thereof; but I will judge you in the border of Israel: 
12And ye shall know that I am the LORD: for ye have not walked in my statutes, neither executed my judgments, but have done after the manners of the heathen that are round about you.
1991: Billy Graham visited the National Council of Churches, NCC, headquarters in New York City on 8/27/91 and praised the group as follows: "There's no group of people in the world that I would rather be with right now than you all. Because I think of you, I pray for you, and we follow with great interest the things you do. ... I don't speak to too many church assemblies any more because I consider myself as belonging to all the churches. And I love everybody equally and I have no problem in fellowship with anybody who says that Jesus Christ is Lord. This has been a great relief to me to come to that conclusion about twenty-some years ago." (As reported in Foundation, June-August 1991, p. 34.) [At the 1995 NCC convention, NCC General Secretary Joan Brown Campbell read a letter from Billy Graham encouraging the board -- "May God use your efforts to bring about a renewed understanding of the priority of evangelism, and rededication to the practice of biblical evangelism within the churches you serve."]
For decades Billy Graham has had a love for the Charismatic movement and has supported it. His photo appears on the cover of the Full Gospel Business Men's Fellowship magazine, Voice, for October 1962, after he spoke at their convention that year in Seattle. It was Billy Graham who was instrumental in bringing Oral Roberts into the mainstream of evangelical sympathy. He invited Oral Roberts to the World Congress on Evangelism sponsored by Christianity Today magazine in Berlin in late 1966, then spoke at the dedication of Oral Roberts University in April of 1967.
Billy Graham has also appeared on TV specials with Oral Roberts. There has never been a word of protest or warning about Oral Roberts' wild visions, faith healing, and shameless money-raising schemes. At Billy Graham's Amsterdam '83, two of the main speakers were David Yonggi Cho of Korea and Pat Robertson of the USA. Both are outspoken charismatics. (New Neutralism II, p. 30).
Billy Graham's love affair with the Charismatic movement continues today. He sent his greetings and blessing to the hyper-charismatic gathering at the "New Orleans '87 North American Congress on the Holy Spirit & World Evangelization" via a video clip which was introduced with much fanfare and shown on large screens. When asked to send greetings, he should have been honest and said, "How in the world can God bless that mess"! Instead, though, he said this: (Reported in an O Timothy Special Issue, "Charismatic Confusion in Indianapolis.")
"Greetings in the name of the Lord! I would love to be with you today in your great conference. But I am unable to do so because we are involved in a crusade here in Denver, Colorado ... I rejoice with you at the goals of your ... Congress ... And I thank God for the vital role that your movement is having in bringing about a spiritual awakening in this country ... My prayers are with you that your Congress will be greatly blessed of God and used by the Holy Spirit to further the Good News of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. May God bless you all."
A highly influential book promoting the charismatic "Manifest Sons of God" doctrine is Destined For the Throne by Paul E. Billheimer. In a chapter titled, "God's purpose for the Church," regarding the extension of the Godhead, Billheimer wrote: "The Union goes beyond a mere formal, functional or idealistic harmony or rapport. It is an 'organic relationship of personalities'; through the new birth we become bona fide members of the original, cosmic family. ..." Billheimer claims he received his "insights" by personal ministry of the "Holy Spirit." He concludes, "Thus through the new birth-and I speak reverently -- we become the 'next of kin' to the Trinity, a kind of 'extension' of the Godhead." Charismaniacs Jan and Paul Crouch of TBN mailed out hundreds of thousands of this book in 1985 and 1986. Even now they send it out as a fund raiser. The foreword to the book was written by Billy Graham. (Reported in Bold Truth News.)
Billy Graham has also taken the "low road" with respect to pop psychological gospel being espoused by so many of today's leading "evangelicals." Two examples follow: (a) Billy Graham endorsed the Life Application Bible (along with Charles Stanley, Howard Hendricks, and D. James Kennedy), a study Bible with study notes in support of self-love and other humanistic concepts (e.g., study note to Romans 12:3 -- "Healthy self-esteem is important because some of us think too little of ourselves ... the key to an honest and accurate evaluation is knowing the basis of our self-worth -- our identity in Christ ..."; and Genesis 1:26 -- "Knowing that we are made in God's image, and thus share many of His characteristics, provides a solid basis for self-worth ... Because we bear God's image, we can feel positive about ourselves ... Knowing you are a person of worth helps you love God ..."). Billy Graham said that, "The Life Application Bible is a great step forward in helping Christians apply the Bible's life-changing message in their lives."
(b) Billy Graham states in his book, Answers to Life's Problems, "... faith in God is very, very important," but apparently not enough -- "God may choose to use an able psychiatrist to help you with some of the problems you are facing ... Therefore, you should not feel that you are wrong in seeking the help of a psychiatrist or trained psychologist if that will help you deal with some deep- seated emotional problems. Seek one who will not discourage your faith in God. Your Pastor can perhaps suggest a Christian psychiatrist in your area."
Eugene Peterson's The Message has swept into Christian bookstores, homes, and churches from coast to coast. In the first four months after its mid-July, 1993 release, 100,000 copies of this "New Testament in contemporary English" were printed by NavPress and 70,000 books were sold. Apparently, most readers were delighted: "The Message is so good it leaves me breathless," wrote popular New Age author Madeleine L'Engle in her endorsement. Billy Graham has also endorsed The Message: "The Message is one of the most dynamic recent versions of the New Testament that I have seen ... Children can easily understand it, and veteran Bible readers will see Christ's words in a fresh light." In fact, Billy Graham even authorized a special edition of The Message to be distributed by his Evangelistic Association -- it contains "... many explanations that I've written to help you understand what the New Testament says."
However, The Message teaches a different gospel and a different morality than the Holy Bible (as well as a worldly/warm fuzzy view of life). For example, The Message translates the Lord Jesus Christ's statement in John 14:28, "The Father is the goal and purpose of my life," versus the Holy Bible's "... The Father is greater than I." In 1 Corinthians 6:18-20, the words "Flee fornication, unlawful relations, that is those not allowed under God's Law in the Old Testament" are deleted and the words "avoids commitment and intimacy" are added. (One could conclude that "commitment and intimacy," not marriage, set the boundaries for acceptable sex.) In Romans 1:26-27, the words "God gave them up ..." are deleted and words that qualify homosexuality are added (providing a loophole for committed homosexuals who "love" each other; thus lust becomes the sin, not the choice of a same-sex partner). There are hundreds of examples like these in The Message.
Peterson himself, in his introduction to The Message, says, "This version of the New Testament in a contemporary idiom keeps the language of The Message current and fresh and understandable in the same language in which we do our shopping, talk with our friends, worry about world affairs, and teach our children their table manners ..." This all sounds like an excuse for "dumbing-down" Holy Scripture to match our culture's downward trends. Should we then rewrite God's Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible, to fit our more shallow and worldly communications? And what does it say about a man like Billy Graham when he endorses it as an authentic translation of the Holy Bible rather than as Peterson's personal, politically correct interpretation. (Also endorsing The Message were Warren Wiersbe, J.I. Packer, and Jack Hayford.) [Adapted from "What Kind of Message is THE MESSAGE?, an article by Berit Kjos.]
Regardless of which other Bible versions a true Bible-believing Christian might choose to use (which is another story and there is much danger in these newer versions), all can agree that The Living Bible is not an acceptable "translation." In July 1996 the New Living Translation (NLT) by Tyndale House Publishers came out as a remake of Kenneth Taylor's The Living Bible, which first appeared in a complete Bible in 1971 and which has sold more than 40 million copies. The advertisements tell us that "The New Living Translation provides a wonderful balance of readability and authority. ... due to the careful work of 90 leading Bible scholars, it is accurate to the original Greek and Hebrew text." The cover jacket of the NLT contains enthusiastic recommendations by Billy Graham, Bill Hybels, and Josh McDowell, and was featured positively in the 10/28/96 edition of Christianity Today in an article, "The Living Bible Reborn."
In truth, the NLT is a more worthless version than The Living Bible ever was (and it deceives). It is again a paraphrase, like The Living Bible, but its updating of the language and phrase additions make a mockery of the Word of God.
1991: Promise Keepers is the gigantic new (1991) "men's movement" among professing evangelical Christians. Its roots are Roman Catholic and charismatic to the core. PK's contradictory stand on homosexuality; its promotion of secular psychology; its unscriptural feminizing of men; its depiction of the Lord Jesus Christ as a "phallic messiah" tempted to perform homosexual acts; and its ecumenical and unbiblical teachings should dissuade any true Christian from participating. Promise Keepers is proving to be one of the most ungodly and misleading movements in the annals of Christian history. Nevertheless, Billy Graham is a supporter of this ecumenical, charismatic, psychologized men's movement. Billy Graham relayed to everyone at the February, 1996, PK Clergy Conference in Atlanta that PK is "the organization that helps the church work," and needs to "tear down the walls that separate us."
The goals of Promise Keepers appear to be admirable. The rallies are uplifting and no doubt, some find the Lord or rededicate their lives to Him. So what is wrong with men banding together to help one another? The Promise Keepers is a men's movement that began sweeping the country in 1991 with 4,200 men at the Coors' Event Center in Boulder Colorado and culminated in October, 1997 with a million man march on Washington (which I attended). It called for integrity in every area of life. There is no doubt about the excitement of a Promise Keepers Convention where tens of thousands of men are urged to take leadership in their families, their churches and community. 
Our adversary is an "angel of light." Satan would not attempt to subvert the church with something obviously evil. We would only be drawn away by something that appears to be good. We just slowly drift away from God and his truth until one day, we find we have fallen away. That is the process of Apostasy. There is no effort required to stop gravity - you just do nothing and fall away. However, effort is required to stop the slide. First, you have to recognize you are slipping and then you have to stop it and climb back up.
In his book, Promise Keepers: Another Trojan Horse, Phil Arms writes, “The fundamental flaw with Promise Keepers is not as much in its stated goals as in the organization’s man-centered, will-driven and illegitimate approach to the entire Christian faith...Not since the days of the Inquisition has the true Church faced such a challenge to its authority, its doctrine or its mission as in this hour of great deception emanating from so many seemingly dynamic, legitimate groups and “Christian” spokespersons. This is an historic period when multitudes of prophecies are coming to fruition. Primarily and specifically as it relates to our topic, the religious revival that is attempting to consolidate all men of faith and faiths of all men into one gigantic army of God to “take this world for Jesus and His Church” is clearly not only Orwellian in its character, but Biblical in its prophetic placement on God’s timetable...a movement that treats the Word of God with flippant irreverence and mindless disregard...But to some believers the clarity of the overwhelming and deep-rooted conflict between the Promise Keeper’s state positions and the written Word of God is so stark that these godly discerning few are traumatized with spiritual shock over the casual acquiescence and cooperation of so many high-profile Christian leaders involved in this slaughter of biblical truths.” (Phil Arms, Promise Keepers: Another Trojan Horse, Shiloh Publishers, Houston, pp. 50-51, 70)
Promise Keepers Origins 
So where does Promise Keepers come from? In the 70’s, Bill McCartney, founder of the Promise Keepers, was the assistant football coach at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. This also happens to be where the The Movement of the Word of God also called Work of God the Father was founded by Ralph Martin and Steve Clark (both Roman Catholics) in the late 60’s. By the early 70’s, it spread all over the world. This was the beginning of the Shepherding/Discipleship movement in the U.S. (originally begun by Juan Carlos Ortiz in Argentina), which was later enhanced by the Fort Lauderdale Five, hidden in this Wikipedia article under the subtitle Dispersal. New disciples would be assigned a shepherd they were to be accountable to. They were to keep a complete diary of everything they did 24 hours a day and submit the diary to their shepherd for evaluation. Everything came under the shepherd’s scrutiny who may then tell the disciple how to adjust his life - everything from what he watches on TV, to entertainment, to dating, job, finances or sex. Nothing was exempt! This is the same type of accountability we now see in the Promise Keepers (steel sharpening steel is what it became to be called).
In 1975, the The Movement of the Word of God also called Work of God the Father leaders had their first meeting with the Pope, going over the heads of U.S. bishops. The movement was 60 to 70 percent Catholic, as was coach McCartney, Ralph Martin and Steve Clark. In 1975, they organized men’s shepherding conferences and in 1977, 40,000 men attended a conference at a stadium in Kansas City.
When Bill McCartney was offered a job as the head coach for the University of Colorado football team, he was sent by the Ann Arbor The Movement of the Word of God also called Work of God the Father community as their representative. It wasn’t long before McCartney convinced Vineyard pastor James Ryle to begin the men’s movement - Promise Keepers. It began in 1990 with 87 men attending a conference in Boulder.
Promise Keepers got off to a huge start because of support from three major ministries: Dobson’s Focus on the Family, Bill Bright’s Campus Crusade for Christ (with a long ecumenical history) and the Navigators who are headquartered in Colorado Springs and became the publisher for PK material. There was corporate support from the de Voss family of Amway (a Michigan Company that is politically active in the “religious right”) and Tony Monahan, founder of Domino’s Pizza, who still has his roots in the The Movement of the Word of God also called Work of God the Father and the Roman Catholic Church, the Coor’s Heritage Foundation, etc. Michael Timis and Jack Hayford are both on the PK Board of Directors and have their roots in the The Movement of the Word of God also called Work of God the Father. How else could a movement go from 87 to millions in a few years without tremendous backing?
It should be noted that there were two large “extra-Church” movements, organizing at the “grass roots” level within as many churches as possible: the one is Promise Keepers where the rally is the attraction but the real business is done in the Accountability Groups in local churches that are headed by “Point Men” report up through the PK hierarchy (not the church’s) and are under absolute authority. The other is James Dobson’s Community Impact Project headed by John Eldridge who is organizing PACs (Political Action Committees) in churches across the land. By 1995, there were a 1000 Community Impact Committees in churches of Michigan alone.

Promise Keepers Changes Statement of Faith to Please Rome

https://www.chick.com/battle-cry/article?id=Promise-Keepers-Changes-Statement-of-Faith-to-Please-Rome
Returning to Billy Graham . . .
Foundation magazine seems to adequately sum up the case against Billy Graham:
"Fifty years of compromise have increased Billy Graham's popularity but have resulted in a serious loss of spiritual discernment and Scriptural convictions. Fifty years of compromise have brought Billy Graham into close fellowship and cooperation with millions of those who preach a false gospel and teach dangerous, unscriptural doctrines. His refusal to warn about the false gospel preached by the Roman Catholic, Orthodox, and Protestant churches is inexcusable and indefensible. His failure to warn about the dangers of the wildfire teachings of charismatic leaders opens the door for millions of believers to be deceived. Fifty years of compromise have even led Billy Graham into joining with leaders of pagan, heathen religions on the basis of a mutual search for world peace" (Foundation magazine March- May 1991, p. 16).
Unless otherwise noted, the information here, and other factual documentation on Billy Graham, can be found in the following sources:
(a) Church League of America. Billy Graham: Performer, Politician, Preacher, Prophet, 1982.
(b) Cloud, David. Flirting With Rome, Vol. 1: Billy Graham, 1992, 48 ppgs.
(c) Dullea, Charles. A Catholic Looks at Billy Graham, 1967.
(d) Dunham, William E. "The Billy Graham Compromise," The Review of the News, 5/8/74.
(e) Ewin, Wilson. The Assimilation of Evangelist Billy Graham Into the Roman Catholic Church, 1992, 23 ppgs.
(f) Hulls, Errol. Billy Graham: The Pastor's Dilemma, 1966.
(g) Pasley, Ian. Billy Graham and the Church of Rome, 19??.
(h) Peterson, F. Paul. The Other Side of Billy Graham and Watergate, 1974.
(i) Pickering, Ernest. Biblical Separation, 1979 (pp. 141-155).
(j) Reynolds, M.H. "Billy Graham, the Pope, and the Bible," Fundamental Evangelistic Association tract, 19??.
(k) Waite, D.A. "Billy Graham's Rapid Change of Principles," Bible For Today, 6 ppgs.
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