Numbers 14:34
 34After the number of the days in which ye searched the land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know my breach of promise.


Ezekiel 4:6
 6And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again on thy right side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty days: I have appointed thee each day for a year.


We have to understand something about time.  Time means nothing to God for He is eternal.  Time is for us to understand.  Time, in the Holy Bible is whatever the Lord God says it is: 


Psalm 90:4
 4For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night.

2 Peter 3:7-9
 7But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 

 8But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 
 9The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

Many believe that Daniel 9:20-27 is the most important passage of prophecy in all of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible. Almost every mistake I've run across in studying the various interpretations of End Times Prophecy can be traced back to a misunderstanding of this passage.

The Prophet Daniel was now an old man, probably in his eighties. He'd been in Babylon for nearly 70 years and knew from reading the writings of the Prophet Jeremiah that the time was almost over:

Jeremiah 25:8-11

8 Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Because ye have not heard my words, 

 9Behold, I will send and take all the families of the north, saith the LORD, and Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and will bring them against this land, and against the inhabitants thereof, and against all these nations round about, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an astonishment, and an hissing, and perpetual desolations. 

 10Moreover I will take from them the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the sound of the millstones, and the light of the candle. 

 11And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.
The 70-year captivity God had ordained for Israel was just about over. The reason for this judgment was Israel's insistence upon worshiping the false gods of their pagan neighbors, and following their ways instead of what God had Commanded. Its duration of 70 years came from the fact that for 490 years they had neglected to let their farmland lie fallow one year out of every seven years as God had commanded in:



Daniel 9:20-27
 20And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God for the holy mountain of my God; 

 21Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation. 

 22And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding. 

 23At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision. 
 24Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. 

 25Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.

Note 1:  In Seven Weeks (49 years) Jerusalem (with the Temple) was to be rebuilt in "troubles times).
 26And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.
Note 2:  Hereafter the 49 years, then Sixty-two weeks (Threescore and two weeks - 434 years LATER) the Messiah was to come! Forty nine years plus 434=483 years from the Command going forth . . .
 27And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease,
and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. 
Note 3:  In the fullness of another week, he, Anticiochus Epiphanes confirms the covenant with many.  (Which is not to be understood of the Messiah's confirming the Covenant of Grace with many, or on account of all His people, by fulfilling the conditions of it, and by His blood and sacrifice, through which all the blessings of it come to them; for this is not for one week only, but for ever).  This is to be interpreted of the Roman people, pagan Rome, spoken of in the latter part of the preceding verse; who, in order to accomplish their design to destroy the city and Temple of Jerusalem, made peace with many nations, entered into covenant and alliance with them, particularly the Medes, Parthians, and Armenians, for the space of one week, or seven years, and it appears they did at the beginning of this week, and in the midst of the week he (Antiochus Epiphanes, the prototype of the man of sin to come) shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease; the daily sacrifice of the Jews, and all their other offerings; and which was literally fulfilled "in the half part"of this week, as it may be rendered; towards the close of the latter half of it, when the city of Jerusalem, being closely besieged by the Roman General Titus, what through the closeness of the siege, the divisions of the people, and the want both of time and men, and beasts to offer, the daily sacrifice ceased, as the Roman historian Josephus says, to the great grief of the people; nor have the Jews, ever since the destruction of their city of Jerusalem and their Temple, offered any sacrifice, esteeming it unlawful so to do in a strange land:  and at the same time, in the same half part of the week, for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate; that is, pagan Rome shall make the land of Judea desolate, for the overspreading of their abominations or their idols in it. The words may be rendered, as by some, "upon the wing," the battlements ( battlements -- a parapet ([parapet - a wall, rampart, or elevation of earth or stone to protect soldiers ) with open spaces that surmounts a wall and is used for defense or decoration ) of the Temple, shall be the abominations, or "idols of the desolator," or "of him that makes desolate" meaning either the ensigns of the Roman army, which had upon them the images of their "gods or emperors"; and being set up in the Holy place, and sacrificed to, nothing could be a greater abomination to the Jews; or else the blood of the zealots slain on these battlements, by which the Holy place was polluted; see Matthew 24:15: even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate (desolator) ; that is, either these abominations shall continue in the place where they are set until the utter destruction of the city of Jerusalem and their Temple; or the desolation made there should continue until the consummation of God's wrath and vengeance upon them; until the whole He has determined is poured out on this desolate people; and which continues even unto this day, and will continue till the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled, Luke 21:24. ) with many -- , but in the midst of the week -- middle of the week 3 1/2 years he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease.

The Babylonian captivity is a turning point in the history of the kingdom of God. It terminated the free Old Testament theocracy (theocracy- government of a state by immediate Divine guidance or by officials who are regarded as Divinely guided). Up to that time Israel, though oppressed at times, was; as a rule, free to Worship Jehovah God in their land.  Starting with the Babylonian captivity the theocracy never recovered its full freedom down to its entire suspension by pagan Rome; and this period of Israel's subjection to the Gentiles is to continue till the millennium.  The Lord Jesus Christ, as we will see later, as their Shepherd, Psalm 23 turned from them because of their denial of Him:



Revelation 20:1-10

 1And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 

 2And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 

 3And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season. 

 4And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 

 5But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 

 6Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years. 

 7And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 

 8And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog, and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. 

 9And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. 

 10And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.


Then Israel shall be restored as head of the New Testament theocracy, which will embrace the whole earth. The free theocracy ceased in the first year of Nebuchadnezzar, and the fourth of Jehoiakim; the year of 607 B.C., the point at which the seventy years of the captivity began. The Prophet Jeremiah declared it to be God's Will that they, all the nations including Israel, should submit to Babylon. 


Jeremiah 27:9-11

9Therefore hearken not ye to your prophets, nor to your diviners, nor to your dreamers, nor to your enchanters, nor to your sorcerers, which speak unto you, saying, Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon: 

 10For they prophesy a lie unto you, to remove you far from your land; and that I should drive you out, and ye should perish. 

 11But the nations that bring their neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him, those will I let remain still in their own land, saith the LORD; and they shall till it, and dwell therein.

Hence every effort of the Hebrew Kings Jehoiakim, Jeconiah, and King Zedekiah ( The King of Babylon made Mattaniah his father's brother king in his stead, 

1 Chronicles 3:15 The third son of Josiah)  to rebel was vain. The period of the world times, and of Israel's depression, from the Babylonian captivity to the millennium, (for example, the two destructions of Jerusalem, Antiochus' persecution, and those which Christians suffered), contains all that was good in the preceding ones, summed up in the Lord Jesus Christ, but in a way visible only to the eye of faith revealed by the Holy Spirit to True Believer in and through the Word of God. Since He, the Lord Jesus Christ, came as a servant, He chose for His appearing during the period darkest of all as to His people's temporal state. Always fresh persecutors, Babylon then pagan Rome have been rising, whose end is destruction, and so it shall be with the last enemy, Antichrist.

Leviticus 25:1-7 

 1And the LORD spake unto Moses in mount Sinai, saying, 

 2Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into the land which I give you, then shall the land keep a sabbath unto the LORD. 

 3Six years thou shalt sow thy field, and six years thou shalt prune thy vineyard, and gather in the fruit thereof; 

 4But in the seventh year shall be a sabbath of rest unto the land, a sabbath for the LORD: thou shalt neither sow thy field, nor prune thy vineyard. 
 5That which groweth of its own accord of thy harvest thou shalt not reap, neither gather the grapes of thy vine undressed: for it is a year of rest unto the land. 

 6And the sabbath of the land shall be meat for you; for thee, and for thy servant, and for thy maid, and for thy hired servant, and for thy stranger that sojourneth with thee. 

 7And for thy cattle, and for the beast that are in thy land, shall all the increase thereof be meat.


The Lord had been patient all that time but finally had sent them to Babylon to give the land the 70 years of rest that were due.


2 Chronicles 36:21
 21To fulfil the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for as long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten years.

The beginning of Daniel 9 documents the Prophet Daniel's prayer, reminding the Lord that the 70 year time of punishment was nearly over and asking for mercy on behalf of his people. Before he could finish his prayer, the Angel Gabriel appeared to him and spoke the words that we know as Daniel 9:24-27. Let's read the whole thing to get the overview and then take it apart verse by verse.


Daniel 9:20-27
 20And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God for the holy mountain of my God; 

 21Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation. 

 22And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding. 

 23At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision. 
 24Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. 

 25Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.

Note 1:  In Seven Weeks (49 years) Jerusalem (with the Temple) was to be rebuilt in "troublous times).
 26And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.
Note 2:  Hereafter the 49 years, then Sixty-two weeks (Threescore and two weeks - 434 years LATER) the Messiah was to come!
 27And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease,
and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. 

Note 3:  In the fullness of another week, he, Anticiochus Epiphanes confirms the covenant with many.  (Which is not to be understood of the Messiah's confirming the Covenant of Grace with many, or on account of all His people, by fulfilling the conditions of it, and by His blood and sacrifice, through which all the blessings of it come to them; for this is not for one week only, but for ever).  This is to be interpreted of the Roman people, pagan Rome, spoken of in the latter part of the preceding verse; who, in order to accomplish their design to destroy the city and Temple of Jerusalem, made peace with many nations, entered into covenant and alliance with them, particularly the Medes, Parthians, and Armenians, for the space of one week, or seven years, and it appears they did at the beginning of this week, and in the midst of the week he (Antiochus Epiphanes, the prototype of the man of sin to come) shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease; the daily sacrifice of the Jews, and all their other offerings; and which was literally fulfilled "in the half part"of this week, as it may be rendered; towards the close of the latter half of it, when the city of Jerusalem, being closely besieged by the Roman General Titus, what through the closeness of the siege, the divisions of the people, and the want both of time and men, and beasts to offer, the daily sacrifice ceased, as the Roman historian Josephus says, to the great grief of the people; nor have the Jews, ever since the destruction of their city Jerusalem and Temple, offered any sacrifice, esteeming it unlawful so to do in a strange land:  and at the same time, in the same half part of the week, for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate; that is, pagan Rome shall make the land of Judea desolate, for the overspreading of their abominations or idol worship in it. The words may be rendered, as by some, "upon the wing," the battlements of the Temple, shall be the abominations, or "idols of the desolator," or "of him that makes desolate" meaning either the ensigns of the Roman army, which had upon them the images of their "gods or emperors"; and being set up in the Holy place, and sacrificed to, nothing could be a greater abomination to the Jews; or else the blood of the zealots slain on these battlements, by which the holy place was polluted; see Matthew 24:15: even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate (desolator) ; that is, either these abominations shall continue in the place where they are set until the utter destruction of the city and Temple; or the desolation made there should continue until the consummation of God's wrath and vengeance upon them; until the whole He has determined is poured out on this desolate people; and which continues unto this day, and will till the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled, Luke 21:24. ) with many -- , but in the midst of the week -- middle of the week 3 1/2 years he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease.

The Babylonian captivity is a turning point in the history of the kingdom of God. It terminated the free Old Testament theocracy. Up to that time Israel, though oppressed at times, was; as a rule, free to Worship in their land.  Starting with the Babylonian captivity the theocracy never recovered its full freedom down to its entire suspension by pagan Rome; and this period of Israel's subjection to the Gentiles is to continue till the millennium:

No prophecy in all of Holy Scripture is more critical to our understanding of the end times than these four verses. A few basic clarifications are in order first, then we'll interpret the passage verse by verse. The Hebrew word translated weeks (or sevens) refers to a period of 7 years, like our word decade refers to a period of 10 years. It literally means "a week of years." One week = 7 years.  (The verb used is singular, and, joined with the noun plural, shows that every week was cut out and appointed for some event or another; and the word, as it signifies "to cut," aptly expresses the division, or section of these weeks into distinct periods:  seven, sixty two, and one).   So 70 weeks is 70 X 7 years or 490 years; broken down 49 years, 434 years, 7 years= 490 years.

Seven weeks (7 days x 7 weeks) or 49 years the Temple in Jerusalem was to be rebuilt -- even during troubled times. Furthermore, this period is divided into three parts, 49 weeks or years, 62 weeks or 434 years, and 1 week or 7 years. 

Daniel 9:24 . . . Seventy weeks are determined upon your people and your Holy City to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most Holy (place-TEMPLE in Jerusalem). 

These SIX things would be accomplished for Daniel's people (Israel) and Daniel's Holy City (Jerusalem) during a specified period of 490 years. 

Daniel 9:25 . . . Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until The Anointed One the Ruler comes there will be seven weeks (49 years) during which Jerusalem was to be rebuilt in "troublous times" and three score (which equals 60 weeks or 420 years) and two weeks (14 years) for a total of 62 weeks (49 + 420 + 14= or 483 years then the Messiah was to come)  for the Temple, as well as the walls and the streets to be rebuilt and a trench but in times of trouble.



Cyrus 536 B.C.    2 Chronicles 36:22-23, Ezra 1:1-3 and then that of Darius (Ezra 6:1-8, 521-486 B.C.) or of Artaxerxes in his SEVENTH year (Ezra 7 , 458 B.C.) or Artaxerxes in his 20th year Nehemiah 2:1-8, 445 B.C.).


Here is a clear Prophecy of the timing of the First Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth -- which began the last days, Hebrews 1:2. When this message was given to the Prophet Daniel by the Angel Gabriel, Jerusalem had lain in ruin for nearly 70 years and the Jews were captive in Babylon. This Prophecy occurred nearly a century after the Prophecy of Daniel 9 was given. Counting forward for 7 periods of 7 years (49 years) + 62 weeks (434 years) = 483 years --  each from a future decree giving the Jews permission to restore and rebuild Jerusalem, they should expect the Messiah. That's a total of 483 years. Starting from King Artaxerxes' Command in his 20th year, 445 B.C. Nehemiah 2:1-8 plus the 483 years-- would bring us down to 32 A.D..  How?  Let's see what God's Word shows us.

In order to calculate the lengths of time mentioned in this Prophecy, we first need to understand what a "shabuwa" is (Daniel 9 shabuwa = "weeks" or "week"). The Hebrew word shabuwa means a "period of seven", like we use a decade to mean a period of 10 years. It could be seven days or seven years. In Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, it is used both ways, and we have to tell by the context which one it is. Often, shabuwa is used in Holy Scripture to describe the length of a feast or some other event that obviously is only a matter of days in length. Other times a shabuwa clearly means seven years, such as in:

Genesis 29:27-28 

 27Fulfil her week, and we will give thee this also for the service which thou shalt serve with me yet seven other years. 

 28And Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week: and he gave him Rachel his daughter to wife also.

After Jacob was given Leah, in place of Rachel, for a wife after serving Laban for seven years, Laban told him, in verse "27 Fulfil her week (shabuwa), and we will give thee this also for the service which thou shalt serve with me yet seven other years. 28 And Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week (shabuwa): and he gave him Rachel his daughter to wife also."

Like in Genesis 29, shabuwa is used in Daniel 9 to refer to periods of seven years (not days). These are "weeks of years". 

In ancient Israel, the start of the Ecclesiastical (Ecclesiastical:  of or relating to an Assembly, especially as an established institution) New Year (i.e. Nisan) was determined by reference to Passover.  Passover begins on 14 Nisan, (Leviticus 23:4-6) which corresponds to the full moon of Nisan. As Passover is a spring festival, 14 Nisan begins on the night of a full moon after the vernal equinox. To ensure that Passover did not start before spring, the tradition in ancient Israel was that 1 Nisan would not start until the barley is ripe, being the test for the onset of spring. If the barley was not ripe an intercalary 1:(inserted in a calendar <an intercalary day> of a year : containing an intercalary period (as a day or month) 2: inserted between other things or parts : interpolated). month would be added before Nisan.

The day most commonly referred to as the "New Year" is 1 Tishrei, which actually begins in the seventh month of the ecclesiastical year. On that day the formal New Year festival, Rosh Hashanah ("head of the year") is observed. (Ezekiel 40:1, which uses the phrase "beginning of the year".) This is the civil new year, and the date on which the year number advances. Certain agricultural practices are also marked from this date.

When calculating the 69 seven year periods until the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth appears, a shabuwa is a period of seven years, and seven times 69 is 483 years. We know from the detail of the seventieth week provided in the Book of Revelation, that these years are 360 days rather than the years on our present calendar which, figuring in leap years, are approximately 365.25 days.

Therefore . . . here is the calculation to the time of the Lord Jesus Christ's Crucifixion.
Revelation 12:14 describes the second half of the tribulation as "a time, times, and half a time" (1 + 2 + 1/2 = 3 1/2 years). Revelation 12:6 says this is "a thousand two hundred and threescore (1260) days", and Revelation 13:5 says it is "forty and two months". Therefore . . . since 1260/42 = 30 (day months) and 1260/3.5 = 360 (day years), we know that in this prophecy, God is counting months as 30 days each and years as 360 days each. Since the tribulation is a part of the 70 weeks of Daniel's prophecy, we know that the 360-day years must be used.

Note:  The Jews use 30 day months, for the most part with some exceptions.  Even without the Book of Revelation, if a Jew was to calculate the time that the Messiah, was to appear, it would have been during the time that the Lord Jesus Christ had appeared.  If anyone should have been able to "connect the dots" and see that Jesus of Nazareth was the Messiah, was the Christ it should have been the Jews.

So to see how many of our years this is, we calculate 49 years (1 week of years, 7 days x 7 years or 49 years) PLUS three score and two weeks (62 x 7 = 434 years)= (49+434=483 years until the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ was to appear.  Therefore . . .  483 * (360 / 365.25) -- to convert our years to God's Calculations used in the Book of Revelation Chapters 12 and 13 = 476 years, 0 months, and a six days from the Command to restore the Temple and the City of Jerusalem Starting from King Artaxerces' Command in his 20th year, 445. Moving forward from the 445 B.C. date, this brings us to the early spring of 32 AD (476 - 445 + 1 = 32), when the Lord Jesus Christ was crucified. One additional (not really additional) year must be added to account for the fact that there is no "year 0". The year after 1 B.C. was 1 A.D.. The calculation here is somewhat simplified and shows that at a minimum, the prophecy was accurate to within a very few days. Some scholars have used additional evidence for the difficult task of calculating this Prophecy to the exact day. To do this, they have to know the day of the month that the Commandment of Artaxerxes was given plus the astrological history of moon phases as viewed from Jerusalem, since the months of the Hebrew calendar are based upon observance of the moon phases. As for me, I am more than satisfied to know that the Prophecy in Daniel 9, given several hundred years in advance, was accurate to the very month, but readers who are inclined to pursue the more detailed calculation to the exact day are welcome to do so.

Here is how others have tried and calculate the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth:

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was 30 years old when He began His Ministry, and He was murdered when He was about 33 years old. Since we have good data on Pontius Pilate's tenure, by working backwards we can then estimate the Lord Jesus' birth as at between 9 and 4 B.C. 

Jesus was born Oct 2, in 7 BC. This is based on the fact that Herod gave the order to kill 2 years before he died which would be 6 BC and Jesus was already born. 


Luke tells us that Jesus was born around the time the Roman governor Quirinus took a census (ballot/survey) in Judea. That would place his birth at 6-7 A.D., ten years from the 
end of Herod's death. 

Matthew 2: 1
1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king.
Luke 1:5
5 There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth.

Herod the Great died in 4 B.C.
Luke 2:1
1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)
Quirinius became governer of Syria in 6 A.D., ten years after king Herod's death.

Jesus was born sometime before the death of Herod the Great in 4 BC. 

Herod the great is known to have died around the time of a lunar eclipse which can be fixed by astronomers at 12-13 March in the year 4 B.C.

This is shown in the fact that Dr. Luke refers to Herod's reckoning, 'according to the time which he had diligently inquired of the wise men.'Thus his ordering the slaying of the children 'from two years old and under,' demonstrates the considerable time that had transpired since Jesus' birth, probably close to two years, Matthew 2:16.


The census referred to in Luke was thus due in 8 B.C, and it is considered that it was somewhat delayed due to political strife between Herod and Rome and so possibly occurred as late as 6 B.C. 

The discovery of evidence regarding the first Governorship of Cyrenius also resolves the apparent contradiction between the date of the death of Herod and Cyrenius' (also known as Quirinius) second term of office some ten years later. 



The Lapis Tiburtinus Inscription: 

This Roman inscription discovered in 1764 contains reference to an officer who was governor over Syria twice in his lifetime. The name of the person to whom the inscription applies is part of a small section which is no longer present. A number of historians and archaeologists, familiar with the other details described on the inscription consider that it can only apply to Quirinius, thus confirming that he governed Syria twice. 

Others, consider that the inscription must apply to someone else, since they regard the 'Governors' of Syria to all be known. However, it is also known that the term used by Luke, the Greek word hegemon can apply to prefects, provincial governors and even Caesar himself. The New Testament usage is fairly broad, applying to all Roman rulers of high authority, including such people as Pilate, Festus, and Felix. 

Thus, the inscription could apply to Quirinius who is believed to have operated as a special Legatus Augustii at the same time as Saturninus was the provincial Governor. Exactly the very same relationship applied when Vespasian was later working with Marcianus. Vespasian conducted the war in Palestine, while Mucianus, with exactly the same title and rank was governor of Syria. 

At the same time, it must be conceded that, even if the inscription does not apply to Quirinius, it speaks of someone being Governor of Syria twice. Thus there is no reason this also could not have applied to Quirinius. 

Finally, this also fits in with the later conduct of a more controversial census in 6 A.D.  If Quirinius had conducted the earlier census, he, with that experience, would more likely be entrusted with a second. 

Those scholarly authorities who believe Quirinius to indeed be the person here referred to include: Mommsen, Borghesi, de Rossi, Henzen, Dessau, Ramsay and others. 

The point of all this is that there is no contradiction between the 'taxing' referred to in Luke 2:2 and the later census of Quirinius in 6 A.D. Thus it is reasonable to assume Jesus was indeed born when it would seem most likely, in the period around 6 B.C. give or take a few years. 


The exact day and year of the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ is not as important as the impact of the life lived. (Whether off by a week (Seven years or so) the Jews would still have known that it was the time the Messiah was to appear).  A whole range of dates have been given but as there is no agreement when the Lord Jesus Christ was born, this means that there will be no agreement as to the date of Christ's death 33 years later. 

The Apostle Matthew is writing from a Jewish perspective trying to persuade the reader that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the long-awaited Messiah, as the Apostle Matthew includes many quotes from the Prophets corroborating this and the importance of the Prophecies concerning Jesus' birth. It is only in the Apostle Matthew's account where we hear of the Wise Men, the Magi, again underlining the Apostle Matthew's revelation which agrees with the other Scriptures that the Messiah came for both - Jews and, in the case of the Wise Men, foreign Gentiles too! The Apostle Matthew's account gives little away regarding dates except for the clues in the Magi's story. We are told they approach King Herod declaring that a while before that the "Star" appeared. They visit the child in a house (not the Inn stable) Matthew 2:11 suggesting that Mary and Joseph had returned to Nazareth after the birth of God's Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ which is where they lived, their home. After King Herod realizes he's been outsmarted, King Herod then orders the killing of all children two years and younger to make sure he could kill the coming Messiah who would take his position which was the King of the Jews, which suggests strongly that by this time the Lord Jesus Christ was at about that age, maybe 1 1/2 to 2 years old at the time of the Magi's visit. We are told, by external sources - secular histories, that King Herod died in 4 B.C. which places the birth of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, at around 5-6 B.C..

The mistake of believing that King Herod lived a long time afterwards shows little knowledge of Jewish beliefs. Apart from some sects, the Jews believed that, after death, they lived on through their descendants. If Herod's son Archelaus had been killed by a usurper to the throne, Herod's lineage would have ceased. This, to a Jew, would be a far greater threat than mere death or losing the power to the throne. We are also told that after King Herod's death Mary and Joseph fled to Egypt, Matthew 2:14-21, taking the child [Greek = 'toddler'] with them and moved through Judea to Galilee. Therefore, it is almost certain that King Herod died shortly after his murder of the innocents, which still places the Lord Jesus Christ's birth at around 6 B.C.. 


Doctor Luke takes a totally different angle on things. Luke's accounts were addressed to 'Theophilus' (Greek = God-lover) which strongly suggests that, as a learned Doctor he was commissioned to write a definitive account of events. Luke makes it perfectly clear why he wrote his accounts: '…since I have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.'
Luke 1:1-4
 1Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a declaration of those things which are most surely believed among us, 

 2Even as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word; 

 3It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus, 

 4That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been instructed.



Luke is true to his word in that his accounts are riddled with names, dates, external events and so on, to place the birth (and other events) in context for a person (Theophilus) who did not know first-hand the events that happened in the Holy Land at that time. While Doctor Luke was also not a first-hand witness to events, reading between the lines in both accounts it is very evident that he had interviewed the Apostles Peter, Paul, John, as well as Mary the mother of Jesus, and others. Having accompanied the Apostle Paul on his missionary journeys, Luke would have known the Apostles Peter and John through the Apostle Paul, and hence Mary, Jesus' mother, through the Apostle John (who took her into his home after the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth).


John 19:27
27Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home.

Luke then had investigated the events of the birth most likely from Mary, much in the same way as an investigative journalist or biographer would do today - to ensure that all facts were corroborated and correct. We also have Doctor Luke's second Book - The Acts of the Apostles, more commonly referred to just as the Book of Acts, that can be corroborated. The events, the history of the churches throughout the Mediterranean area, the descriptions of Corinth, Macedonia, Thessaloniki, Crete, Ephesus, Malta and so on all are all recorded by the Church's earliest members - people like Polycarp - and these accounts corroborate with Doctor Luke's accounts and remarkably with with modern archaeological discoveries, and contemporary historical sources from the Greek and Roman Empires. It seems that Luke was extremely thorough in his research. If alive today he would no doubt be regarded as one of the great historians of our day. More and more archeology has been done in the Holy Land which has verified Doctor Luke's descriptions and claims. 

The Quiriniuas Problem

There is, of course, the question of the governorship of Syria by Quirinius. Roman historians place his governorship at around 6 A.D. - far too late for Matthew's account of the birth, and also too late for the other birth-placing dates Luke mentions at the start of his Gospel. Luke mentions Quirinius' census of 7 A.D. in his second book Acts:


Acts 5:37
 37After this man rose up Judas of Galilee in the days of the taxing, and drew away much people after him: he also perished; and all, even as many as obeyed him, were dispersed.

Doctor Luke's assertion that Quirinius was a Governor in Syria on another occasion earlier. So we have the problem that Roman historians place Quirinius as a Governor just once in Syria, in 6 A.D., and Luke asserts an earlier Governorship as well as the accepted one detailed in Roman history.

Doctor Luke mentions that the Nativity census is the 'first census'.

Luke 2:2

 2(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)

The original Greek inflexion heavily suggests that that there was at least another census of which this was the first. The second census, of course, was the one that Doctor Luke mentions in the Book of Acts, Acts 5:37, shown above.  While Roman history records Quirinius as being Governor in Syria just once, Doctor Luke suggests that Quirinius was a Governor before in the same area, holding a census which would have been described as his 'first census' to distinguish it from this infamous taxation census which happened much later.  It is also recorded in Roman history that when Quirinius was in charge of subduing the Homanadensians beginning in 10 B.C. to around 6 B.C. he assumed military Governorship of the surrounding provinces of Syria. Many of these areas became annexed into the Roman Empire, and so it is likely that Doctor Luke, writing much later, records Quirinius as a Governor of the area that the Jews knew as Syria, whilst the Roman records record Quirinius being the official (non-military) Governor of a united Syria and its annexes only in 7 A.D.. Thus, in accordance with Doctor Luke's reputation in the Book of Acts and his Gospel, it is very likely that his recording of Quirinius being a Governor (whilst not the official Roman Governor) in the areas surrounding Syria which later on, in Luke's time, became annexed to Syria and the rest of the Roman Empire. 

This, then places the time of Jesus' birth firmly around 6 B.C. using both Matthew's and Luke's accounts.

As for the time of year, what is certain is that the birth did not take place in winter (such as December 25th). This date was agreed on by the early Church to replace pagan festivals to confirm Christianity's predominance over the old religions. Doctor Luke's Gospel records shepherds 'abiding in the fields keeping watch over their flocks by night


Luke 2:8

 8And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.

This would be unthinkable in winter when the temperatures drop at night (even in that part of the world) to several degrees below freezing. Sheep were kept in the warmer valleys (or indoors) in winter, and only allowed to graze through the night in the late spring and summer months. Furthermore, Doctor Luke's record of Mary laying Jesus 'in a manger would suggest a warm time of year.


Luke 2:7
 7And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.

This also suggests that the manger was not used at that time for animal protection from the cold or for animal feed because the animals were outside. This places the birth, therefore, sometime between May and September around 6 B.C. .

Therefore, the events seem to pan out as follows:

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was born around 6 B.C., sometime between May and September. Quirinius has assumed a military Governorship in the areas that were annexed to Syria, known simply as 'Syria' in Doctor Luke's day. Augustus Caesar is on the throne of Rome. Around late 5 B.C. to early 4 B.C. the Wise men, the Magi, arrive at a house in Nazareth to pay homage, to Worship, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  King Herod Commands all the children ages two and under in Bethlehem to be murdered, in accordance with the Wise Men's, Magi's, date for his birth. Mary and Joseph, along with the baby Jesus, flee to Egypt - a journey of a few weeks. King Herod dies late 4 B.C., and his son Archelaus assumes the throne. Mary and Joseph, with the baby Jesus, return from Egypt but pass through Judea on to Galilee where they settle once more in Nazareth, around late 4 to early 3 B.C..  Again, the exact date of birth of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is unimportant. What is important is what the Lord Jesus Christ said and did, and how, by His passion, death, resurrection and ascension, redeemed the world (world meaning His family) from sin.   


Other's trying to figure out the exact date of the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and the logic used:

Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist during John's ministry, which according to Luke 3:1-2 began in the "15th year of Tiberius" (around 28/29 AD) and may have lasted up until 32 AD;
John the Baptist was killed in 32 AD, Mark 6:29.  Jesus was 30 at that time, Luke 3:23.
Jesus' ministry lasted around three years according to the Gospel of John.  Jesus was executed by Pontius Pilate, the governor of Iudaea province between 26 A.D. (when Pilate was appointed as governor) and 36 A.D. (when Pilate was removed.)

Matthew describes King Herod as the ruler during the time of the Nativity, and Herod is believed to have died in 4 BC. Furthermore, to kill Jesus and eliminate him as a rival king, Herod orders the "Massacre of the Innocents" — the killing of all male children in Bethlehem aged two years and under. This means that Jesus would likely have been up to two years old or younger by Herod's death in 4 B.C., possibly setting the Nativity around 5 or 6 B.C..


According to the gospel of Luke (Luke 3:1-2), John the Baptist started his ministry in the "15th year of Tiberius".

The Gospel of Luke indicates that Jesus was "about 30 years old" at his baptism by John. [Lk 3:23] The approximate year can be calculated from the date of birth.

Historical records are available for all of the rulers mentioned: 
· Tiberius Caesar was joint ruler of Rome from 12 A.D., and came into power in his own right in 14 A.D.. Therefore the fifteen year of his reign must have been between 26-29 A.D.. 

· Pontius Pilate was governor of Judaea between 25-36 A.D..

· Herod Anitpas and his brother Philip ruled until their deaths in 39 A.D. and 34 A.D. respectively. 

· Annas was high-priest between 6-15 A.D., and was apparently still influential during the tenure of his son-in-law Caiaphas in 18-37 A.D..

According to Luke, therefore, John The Baptist's ministry must have began around 26-29 A.D. Further, Luke 3:23 states that Jesus Christ was about thirty years old at this time. 

It is commonly understood that Jesus was crucified on or around 7 April 30 A.D. or (more likely) 3 April 33 A.D. (Sir Isaac Newton preferred a date of 23 April 34 A.D.). 

Here it's important to distinguish the decree that freed the Jews from their captivity from the one that gave them permission to rebuild Jerusalem.

When he conquered Babylon in 535 B.C. King Cyrus the Persian immediately freed the Jews. It had been prophesied 150 years earlier in Isaiah 44:24-45:6 and was fulfilled in Ezra 1:1-4. Then King Darius gave a degree in Ezra 6: 3-8 to rebuild the Temple.  However, according to Nehemiah 2:1 the decree to rebuild Jerusalem was given in the first month of the 20th year of his reign by King Artaxerxes of Persia (March of 445 B.C. on our calendar).

Exactly 483 years from that Command by King Artaxerxes in 445 B.C. the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth rode in to Jerusalem on a donkey to shouts of "Hosanna," on the only day in His life He permitted His followers to proclaim Him as Israel's King, fulfilling Daniel's prophecy to the day! Daniel 9:25 calls Him Messiah the Prince, denoting the fact that He was coming as the Anointed Son of the King and was not yet crowned King Himself, until at Jerusalem the people shouted, Matthew 21:9" . . . Hosanna to the son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest.  They also proclaimed the Lord Jesus Christ as Son of David, who as Israel's King, and Christ an King David's heir, made a rightful King of Israel humbling Himself on a donkey.  Not as a conqueror, but as a servant -- this word is a different Greek word than what the followers of the Lord Jesus Christ claim when they speak of themselves as servants.  The Lord Jesus Christ came as a Diakoneo, the Greek word for to minister to one, render ministering offices to, to minister 
1. to attend to anything, that may serve another's interests 

2. to minister a thing to one, to serve one or by supplying any thing.


The followers of the Lord Jesus Christ called themselves:   Doulos -- a slave, bondman, man of servile condition 

a. a slave

Why, that's because that's what the Lord Jesus Christ called them, when they were Called:

Matthew 24:46

46Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing.


Matthew 25:14
14For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods.


Matthew 25:19
19After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them.


Matthew 25:21
21His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.

Each of the four verses directly above mentioned by the Apostle Matthew quoted the Lord Jesus Christ speaking of them as slaves, not servants.  One owned, bought with a price, not hired.  (Many, many other examples too numerous to mention here as this is a different study). (<:)

On the next day--the Lord's day, or Sunday John 12:12-16 (on John 12:1); the tenth day of the Jewish month Nisan, on which the paschal lamb was set apart to be "kept up until the fourteenth day of the same month, when the whole Assembly of the Congregation of Israel were to kill it in the evening" Exodus 12:3, 6.  Even so, from the day of this solemn entry into Jerusalem, "Christ our Passover" was virtually set apart to be "sacrificed for God's people, the Elect," 1 Corinthians 5:7-8.

Luke 19:41-48
 41And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, 
 42Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes. 

 43For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side, 

 44And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation. 
 45And he went into the temple, and began to cast out them that sold therein, and them that bought; 

 46Saying unto them, It is written, My house is the house of prayer: but ye have made it a den of thieves. 

 47And he taught daily in the temple. But the chief priests and the scribes and the chief of the people sought to destroy him, 

 48And could not find what they might do: for all the people were very attentive to hear him.

He held them accountable for knowing Daniel 9:24-27.

A few days later He extended that accountability to us. "So when you see standing in the holy place 'the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of through the Prophet Daniel--let the reader understand-- then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Matthew 24:15. We are also required to understand Daniel 9.

After the sixty two weeks the Anointed One, the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth will be cut off from the living. The people of the ruler who will come, the Romans, will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood: War will continue till the end and desolations have been decreed Daniel 9:26. 

First came 7 sevens (49 years) and then 62 sevens (434 years) for a total of 69 sevens or 483 years. At the end of this 2nd period the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth would be executed, and the people of a ruler yet to come, the Romans would destroy Jerusalem and the Temple. The Israelites would be scattered abroad.

We all know that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was crucified, and 35 years later the Romans put the torch to the city of Jerusalem and the Temple -- destroying both. Surviving Jews were forced to flee for their lives and in the ensuing 2000 years there has not been peace, virtually every generation has not escaped involvement in a war of some kind.

Then something strange happened: The Heavenly clock stopped. Sixty nine of the 70 weeks had passed and all that was Prophesied to happen during those 483 years had come to pass but there was still one week (7 years) left. The Old Testament shows us that the clock had stopped several times before in Israel's history when for one reason or another they were out of the land. In the New Testament we're also given hints that while God is dealing with the Church, time ceases to exist for Israel Acts 15:13-18. The clearest indication is that the events foretold in Daniel 9:27 simply haven't happened yet.



Daniel 9:26-27
26And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.
 27And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

Here is the missing 70th week, which is at the second half of Daniel 9:26 ". . . and the people of the prince that shall come . . ." but before we try to understand it let's recall a rule of grammar that will help make our interpretation correct. The rule is this: pronouns refer to the closest previous noun. "He" being a personal pronoun refers to the closest previous person, in this case the "the prince or ruler who will come."  This is NOT the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ, for he had already appeared and was cut off, but not for himself for His people, the Elect, God's Chosen.  So after the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ had appeared and was crucified, then a prince, a ruler who will come from among or of that which made up the old Roman Empire, the pope, from the Roman Catholic "church" in conjunction politically with the European Union? He, this "pope" acting as a King, or a "prince of the church" will confirm a 7 year treaty with Israel that permits them to build a Temple and reinstate their Old Covenant Worship system (Only, this is the first half of the 70th week, first 3 1/2 years). Then, 3 1/2 years later he will violate this treaty by setting up an abomination that causes the Temple to become desolate, putting an end to their Worship. This abomination brings the wrath of God down upon him and he will be destroyed.

The most obvious way in which we know these things haven't happened is that the Jewish Old Covenant worship system requires a Temple and there hasn't been one since 70 A.D. when the Romans destroyed it.

Some say this Prophecy was fulfilled during the pagan Roman destructions, but from what the Holy Bible declares, this is in the future when the antichrist makes a covenant with the Jews . . . because of the term Abomination that causes Desolation. It's a specific insult to God that has happened only once previously. Antiochus Epiphanes, a powerful Syrian king, had attacked Jerusalem and entered the Temple area in 168 B.C.. There he, Antiochus sacrificed a pig on the Temple altar and erected a statue of the Greek god Zeus (Zues's Roman counterpart or "god" was Jupiter) with his own face on it in the Holy Place (the Temple). He then required everyone to " worship it" on pain of death. This rendered the Temple unfit for Worshiping the True God, Jehovah, and so incensed the Jews that they revolted and defeated the Syrians. This event is recorded in Jewish history where it's called the Abomination that caused Desolation. The subsequent cleansing of the Temple is celebrated to this day in the Feast of Hanukkah.

See at the Vatican, the Roman “god” Jupiter that Roman Catholics touch, bow to, and kiss the feet thinking it is the Apostle Peter.
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The Apostle Paul warned us that in the latter days a world leader will become so powerful that he will exalt himself above everything that is called god or is worshiped and will sit (sit like a prince, a king on a throne) in the Temple proclaiming himself to be God 2 Thessalonians 2:4. In Revelation 13:1-18 , and we're also told that he'll have a statue and will require everyone to "worship" it on pain of death. In Matthew 24:15-21 the Lord Jesus Christ says that the Abomination that causes Desolation spoken of by Daniel will kick off the Great Tribulation, a period of time 3 1/2 years (the last half of the last week) that coincides with the last half of Daniel's 70th week. 

Soon, Very Soon we shall see . . .

Perhaps because of a devastating war in the Middle East Ezekiel 38-39, a new leader will soon emerge on the scene. With great personal charisma, being both a religious and political leader (the Roman Catholic "church" with here “pope” is the only leader that -- sits on a throne, acting as though he is God by forgiving sins (only God can forgive sins) and worshiping a god that the fathers (Apostles) knew not, i.e.:  Mary.  The Roman Catholic "church" is also the only nation/state that is political by having and receiving Ambassadors from other nations) and so this prince to come, will have a plan to end all wars, if people will only turn all their power over to him.  He will captivate and control the world.  Since all True Believers will have recently disappeared from Earth, he'll have no trouble persuading most remaining inhabitants that he is the promised Messiah, the Prince of Peace.  He will astound and amaze them all with feats of diplomacy and conquest, even performing the supernatural bring fire from heaven, Revelation 13:12-14.

This antichrist will have been offered the same thing that satan attempted to offer the Lord Jesus Christ:


Matthew 4:9 
9And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.

Of course, the antichrist takes the "deal" from the dragon, serpent, satan.

Revelation 13:1-9
 1And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. 

 2And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority. 

 3And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast. 
 4And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him? 
 5And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months. 

 6And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. 
 7And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. 

 8And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 
 9If any man have an ear, let him hear.

Revelation 17:1-18
 1And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters: 
 2With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication. 

 3So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 

 4And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication: 

 5And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 
 6And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration. 

 7And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns. 
 8The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is. 
 9And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth. 
 10And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space. 

 11And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition. 

 12And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast. 

 13These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast. 

 14These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful. 

 15And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues. 
 16And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire. 

 17For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled. 

 18And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.


City of Seven Hills (Mounts, or Mountains):  Rome.  That great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth:  Rome.
When this prince, king, "pope" claims to be God, all hell will break loose on Earth and 3 1/2 years of the most terrible time mankind has ever known will threaten their very existence. However, before they're all destroyed the real Prince of Peace, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth will return and overthrow this impostor. The Lord Jesus Christ will then set up His Kingdom on earth, a Kingdom that will never be destroyed nor left to another.

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth having given His life to finish the transgression, put an end to sin, atone for wickedness, bring in everlasting righteousness, and having fulfilled all Biblical vision and Prophecy, He will anoint the most Holy Place and receive all the honor, Glory and blessing described in Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible, as promised Him by God the Father.  Israel will finally have her Kingdom restored and will live in peace with God in her midst, and you and I, as True Worshipers, Born Again Believers, as the bride of the the Lord Jesus Christ will rule and reign with Him forever.

The entire stupendous Papal system is built on ONE verse of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible. Remove that ONE pillar and the whole system will collapse. That one verse is:

Matthew 16:18

18And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
18And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter (Petros, a stone), and upon this rock (Petra-a large stone) I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

LET'S SEE WHAT THE ORIGINAL GREEK HAS TO SAY ABOUT THESE TWO SEPARATE WORDS:
4074 Pétros (a masculine noun) – properly, a stone (pebble), such as a small rock found along a pathway. Pétros ("small stone") then stands in contrast to pétra ("cliff, boulder,).

(Pétros) is an isolated rock found along the way (road) and (pétra) is a cliff" (Pétros) always means a stone . . . such as a man may throw, . . . versus (pétra), a projecting rock, cliff, huge stone high above" 
Isaiah 6:1
 1In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the LORD sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.


Luke 6:20

20The disciple is not above his master: but every one that is perfect shall be as his master.


Ephesians 1:19-23
 19And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 

 20Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, 

 21Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 

 22And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 

 23Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.
Philippians 2:5-11
 5Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 

 6Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 

 7But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 

 8And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 

 9Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 

 10That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 

 11And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

The way the Roman Catholic "church" built their house (Their place of worship, was on sand).  We know that there is no place in Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible where the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth declares that he is anything less than the Head, the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end.

The Roman Catholic "church" makes their "pope" the co-head of the Lord Jesus Christ's Church, (Their false leader, their "pope" claims infallibility in the spiritual realm, and claims equality as the co-head with the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, making the "pope" a "god".  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has no co-head, as He alone is the Head over every man.
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/pius_xii/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-xii_enc_29061943_mystici-corporis-christi_en.html,) with the "pope" being infallible in the "spiritual realm" as is the Lord Jesus Christ until Christ's Second Coming.  
Any living thing with two heads is a monster!

Let me, therefore, correct the error of the Roman Catholic system and their "pope" by seeing that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was declaring that Peter (Pétros) although Called by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth to be one of the leaders of His Church, that Peter (Pétros) was only a pebble found along the road.  Then, the Lord Jesus Christ, speaking of Himself ( (pétra), a projecting rock, cliff, huge stone high above" " . . . I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it".  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth said that He as the ROCK of ages, would build His Church.  He owns it, He built and builds it, He bought it, and He will bring it to Glory to be with Him as He is with God the Father.

Rome takes ONE verse of Holy Scripture and builds her "church" upon a foundation of sand. Jesus said to Satan:

Luke 4:4
4And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.
In other words we look at ALL the verses in the Bible to get the whole TRUTH about any subject, and then look at EACH word to make sure we know the total of the Truth spoken by the Holy Spirit in and through the men Called by God to write these Truths down for us. 
When Andrew first brought Peter to the Lord Jesus Christ, this is what happened: 
John 1:42
 42And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone.

Halfway through the Ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ, Jesus, asked the Apostles , " . . . Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?"  Later, in this same conversation the Lord Jesus Christ ask the question again, and the personalizes it:  " . . . But whom say ye that I am?" 



Matthew 16:13-17
13When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? 

 14And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 

 15He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 

 16And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
 17And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.

The New Testament was written in Greek, the language of the THIRD universal Empire. The meaning is even clearer in that great language.
Matthew 16:18
 18And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

In the very same Chapter, the Lord Jesus Christ turns to the Apostle Peter and calls him satan, because Peter had tried to turn Jesus away from going to the Cross to die for sinners:
Matthew 16:23
 23But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men.

At the last Supper, just before the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth went to the Cross, the Apostles were arguing among themselves as to who should be the greatest.
Luke 22:24
 24And there was also a strife among them, which of them should be accounted the greatest.
If the Lord Jesus Christ had made the Apostle Peter the Head of His Church, why didn't the other Apostles know about it?  Some secret. What?  I guess the Lord Jesus Christ had never told the other Apostles about Peter's supremacy.  Not!  Furthermore, all the Apostle Peter had to do to end the argument (If indeed the Lord Jesus Christ had give the Apostle Peter Christ's Church) was to remind them that the Lord Jesus Christ had made him (the Apostle Peter) the Head and the leader.  That never happened, as the Lord Jesus Christ never gave away His Church.
Mark 10:35-43
 35And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto him, saying, Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire. 

 36And he said unto them, What would ye that I should do for you? 

 37They said unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left hand, in thy glory. 

 38But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? 

 39And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized: 

 40But to sit on my right hand and on my left hand is not mine to give; but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared. 

 41And when the ten heard it, they began to be much displeased with James and John. 

 42But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them.

Note:  The Gentiles exercise lordship or rule over one another, wanting power, wanting to be the Master and the others slaves.  Their great ones exercise authority upon them.  However, in the very next verse the Lord Jesus Christ tells them . . . it SHALL NOT BE AMONG YOU, or it will not be so with you.  Nobody is to be the Head or Master, EXCEPT the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone.

43But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister:

Note:  The Gentiles exercise lordship or rule over one another, wanting power, wanting to be the Master and the others slaves.  Their great ones exercise authority upon them.  However, the Lord Jesus Christ tells them . . . it SHALL NOT BE AMONG YOU, or it will not be so with you.  Nobody is to be the Head or Master, EXCEPT the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone.
Who is the Head or Master? The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone is the Master.  They, the Apostles were all Brethren, with none to be the Head or Lord it over the others as the Gentiles exercise lordship.
Matthew 23:8
 8But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren.

Let us hear from the very words of the Apostle Peter himself as he clears up the whole matter: 
1 Peter 2:5-6
 5Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

 6Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.

1 Peter 5:1-4
 1The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: 

 2Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 
 3Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being examples to the flock. 

 4And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.
ALL who make a right confession of faith like the Apostle Peter, become living stones in the Lord Jesus Christ's Church, which is built upon:

Ephesians 2:20-22
 20And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 

 21In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 

 22In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.

Not ONE of the Apostles, in their writings, ever even hint that the Lord Jesus Christ made the Apostle Peter the Head of Christ's Church.....Such silence is deafening. The first person to propose such an outrageous idea was a Bishop of Rome in the 4th century. Over 300 years after Christ!  Let’s then see what the Apostle Paul wrote to the Romans:
Romans 13:1-4
 1Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 

 2Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. 
 3For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: 

 4For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.
Romans 13: 1-4 distinctly shows what subjects owe to their magistrates, that is, obedience: from which he shows that no man is free: and the obedience we owe is such that it is not only due to the highest magistrate himself, but also even to the lowest, who has any office under him.

By "the higher powers," the Apostle Paul means not angels, sometimes called principalities and powers; for unto these God hath not put in subjection his people under the Gospel dispensation; nor ecclesiastical officers, or those who are in Church who have power and authority; for they do not bear the temporal sword, nor have any power to inflict corporeal punishment: but the Apostle is speaking of civil magistrates, see Titus 3:1; and these not only supreme magistrates, as emperors and kings, but all inferior and subordinate ones, acting in commission under them, show to by the Apostle Peter, 1 Peter 2:13-17, which are called "powers," because they are invested with power and authority over others, and have a right to exercise it in a proper way, and in proper cases; and the "higher" or super eminent ones, because they are set in high places, and have superior dignity and authority to others. The persons that are to be subject to them are "every soul"; 
 
The Pope at Rome, and his “church” refuses to submit to the lawful Italian government as the Higher Power ordained by God, and have made themselves their own power. Vatican City State is a State within a State. God says that you will receive damnation if you rebel against His ordinance of human government. 
Balaam Represents Nimrod . . .
Genesis 10:6
10:6 And the sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, and Phut, and Canaan.

NOTE:  Cush and Mizraim came the Ethiopians and Egyptians.

Genesis 10:8-9
10:8 And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the earth.

Mighty meaning, a cruel oppressor and tyrant.

10:9 He was a mighty hunter before the LORD: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the LORD.

Even as Nimrod the mighty – Nimrod’s tyranny came into a proverb as hated both by God and man: for he did not cease to commit cruelty even in God's presence.  He ruled over others, and did so cruelly.

The name of Balaam is another name for NIMROD. Understand this clearly -- the "Balaam" who met Israel on their way out of Egypt was NOT the original Nimrod. Nimrod had died several hundred years before. Balaam merely represented Nimrod as his successor, one who comes after in the same vain. We are all aware that Joshua, being a successor of Moses, was looked on as sitting in Moses’ seat. Even during the time of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth the Scribes and Pharisees sat in Moses’ seat of authority:
Matthew 23:1-4
 1Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples, 

 2Saying The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat: 
 3All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do not. 

 4For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers.
Balaam was the successor of Nimrod -- the PONTIFEX MAXIMUS of the pagan world.


Deuteronomy 31:15-30
15And the LORD appeared in the tabernacle in a pillar of a cloud: and the pillar of the cloud stood over the door of the tabernacle. 

 16And the LORD said unto Moses, Behold, thou shalt sleep with thy fathers; and this people will rise up, and go a whoring after the gods of the strangers of the land, whither they go to be among them, and will forsake me, and break my covenant which I have made with them. 

 17Then my anger shall be kindled against them in that day, and I will forsake them, and I will hide my face from them, and they shall be devoured, and many evils and troubles shall befall them; so that they will say in that day, Are not these evils come upon us, because our God is not among us? 

 18And I will surely hide my face in that day for all the evils which they shall have wrought, in that they are turned unto other gods. 

 19Now therefore write ye this song for you, and teach it the children of Israel: put it in their mouths, that this song may be a witness for me against the children of Israel. 

 20For when I shall have brought them into the land which I sware unto their fathers, that floweth with milk and honey; and they shall have eaten and filled themselves, and waxen fat; then will they turn unto other gods, and serve them, and provoke me, and break my covenant. 

 21And it shall come to pass, when many evils and troubles are befallen them, that this song shall testify against them as a witness; for it shall not be forgotten out of the mouths of their seed: for I know their imagination which they go about, even now, before I have brought them into the land which I sware. 

 22Moses therefore wrote this song the same day, and taught it the children of Israel. 

 23And he gave Joshua the son of Nun a charge, and said, Be strong and of a good courage: for thou shalt bring the children of Israel into the land which I sware unto them: and I will be with thee. 

 24And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of writing the words of this law in a book, until they were finished, 
 25That Moses commanded the Levites, which bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD, saying, 
 26Take this book of the law, and put it in the side of the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, that it may be there for a witness against thee. 

 27For I know thy rebellion, and thy stiff neck: behold, while I am yet alive with you this day, ye have been rebellious against the LORD; and how much more after my death? 
 28Gather unto me all the elders of your tribes, and your officers, that I may speak these words in their ears, and call heaven and earth to record against them. 
 29For I know that after my death ye will utterly corrupt yourselves, and turn aside from the way which I have commanded you; and evil will befall you in the latter days; because ye will do evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke him to anger through the work of your hands. 
 30And Moses spake in the ears of all the congregation of Israel the words of this song, until they were ended.
Deuteronomy 32
1Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the words of my mouth. 

 2My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass: 
 3Because I will publish the name of the LORD: ascribe ye greatness unto our God. 

 4He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he. 
 5They have corrupted themselves, their spot is not the spot of his children: they are a perverse and crooked generation. 

 6Do ye thus requite the LORD, O foolish people and unwise? is not he thy father that hath bought thee? hath he not made thee, and established thee? 

 7Remember the days of old, consider the years of many generations: ask thy father, and he will shew thee; thy elders, and they will tell thee. 

 8When the Most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when he separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds of the people according to the number of the children of Israel. 

 9For the LORD's portion is his people; Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. 

 10He found him in a desert land, and in the waste howling wilderness; he led him about, he instructed him, he kept him as the apple of his eye. 

 11As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings: 

 12So the LORD alone did lead him, and there was no strange god with him. 

 13He made him ride on the high places of the earth, that he might eat the increase of the fields; and he made him to suck honey out of the rock, and oil out of the flinty rock; 

 14Butter of kine, and milk of sheep, with fat of lambs, and rams of the breed of Bashan, and goats, with the fat of kidneys of wheat; and thou didst drink the pure blood of the grape. 

 15But Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked: thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou art covered with fatness; then he forsook God which made him, and lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation. 

 16They provoked him to jealousy with strange gods, with abominations provoked they him to anger. 

 17They sacrificed unto devils, not to God; to gods whom they knew not, to new gods that came newly up, whom your fathers feared not. 

 18Of the Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful, and hast forgotten God that formed thee. 
 19And when the LORD saw it, he abhorred them, because of the provoking of his sons, and of his daughters. 

 20And he said, I will hide my face from them, I will see what their end shall be: for they are a very froward generation, children in whom is no faith. 

 21They have moved me to jealousy with that which is not God; they have provoked me to anger with their vanities: and I will move them to jealousy with those which are not a people; I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation. 

 22For a fire is kindled in mine anger, and shall burn unto the lowest hell, and shall consume the earth with her increase, and set on fire the foundations of the mountains. 

 23I will heap mischiefs upon them; I will spend mine arrows upon them. 

 24They shall be burnt with hunger, and devoured with burning heat, and with bitter destruction: I will also send the teeth of beasts upon them, with the poison of serpents of the dust. 

 25The sword without, and terror within, shall destroy both the young man and the virgin, the suckling also with the man of gray hairs. 

 26I said, I would scatter them into corners, I would make the remembrance of them to cease from among men: 

 27Were it not that I feared the wrath of the enemy, lest their adversaries should behave themselves strangely, and lest they should say, Our hand is high, and the LORD hath not done all this. 

 28For they are a nation void of counsel, neither is there any understanding in them. 

 29O that they were wise, that they understood this, that they would consider their latter end! 

 30How should one chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight, except their Rock had sold them, and the LORD had shut them up? 
 31For their rock is not as our Rock, even our enemies themselves being judges. 

 32For their vine is of the vine of Sodom, and of the fields of Gomorrah: their grapes are grapes of gall, their clusters are bitter: 

 33Their wine is the poison of dragons, and the cruel venom of asps. 

 34Is not this laid up in store with me, and sealed up among my treasures? 

 35To me belongeth vengeance and recompence; their foot shall slide in due time: for the day of their calamity is at hand, and the things that shall come upon them make haste. 

 36For the LORD shall judge his people, and repent himself for his servants, when he seeth that their power is gone, and there is none shut up, or left. 
 37And he shall say, Where are their gods, their rock in whom they trusted, 

 38Which did eat the fat of their sacrifices, and drank the wine of their drink offerings? let them rise up and help you, and be your protection. 

 39See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god with me: I kill, and I make alive; I wound, and I heal: neither is there any that can deliver out of my hand. 

 40For I lift up my hand to heaven, and say, I live for ever. 

 41If I whet my glittering sword, and mine hand take hold on judgment; I will render vengeance to mine enemies, and will reward them that hate me. 

 42I will make mine arrows drunk with blood, and my sword shall devour flesh; and that with the blood of the slain and of the captives, from the beginning of revenges upon the enemy. 
 43Rejoice, O ye nations, with his people: for he will avenge the blood of his servants, and will render vengeance to his adversaries, and will be merciful unto his land, and to his people. 

 44And Moses came and spake all the words of this song in the ears of the people, he, and Hoshea the son of Nun. 

 45And Moses made an end of speaking all these words to all Israel: 

 46And he said unto them, Set your hearts unto all the words which I testify among you this day, which ye shall command your children to observe to do, all the words of this law. 

 47For it is not a vain thing for you; because it is your life: and through this thing ye shall prolong your days in the land, whither ye go over Jordan to possess it. 

 48And the LORD spake unto Moses that selfsame day, saying, 

 49Get thee up into this mountain Abarim, unto mount Nebo, which is in the land of Moab, that is over against Jericho; and behold the land of Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel for a possession: 

 50And die in the mount whither thou goest up, and be gathered unto thy people; as Aaron thy brother died in mount Hor, and was gathered unto his people: 

 51Because ye trespassed against me among the children of Israel at the waters of MeribahKadesh, in the wilderness of Zin; because ye sanctified me not in the midst of the children of Israel. 

 52Yet thou shalt see the land before thee; but thou shalt not go thither unto the land which I give the children of Israel.
Psalm 18:31
 31For who is God save the LORD? or who is a rock save our God?
Daniel 9:24
24Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.

To seal up the vision and Prophecy for it was not for the Prophet Daniel's time but for a later time; not to shut it up out of sight; rather to set a mark on it, by which it might be more clearly known; to fully consummate and fulfill it: all Prophecy is sealed up in the Lord Jesus Christ, and by Him; He alone is the sum and substance of it; the visions and Prophecies of the Old Testament relate to Him, and have their accomplishment in Him; some relate to His Person and others to His Office; still others to His coming into the world, to declare the time, the place, and manner of it; others to the great work of His redemption and Salvation for which He came; and others to His miracles, sufferings, and death, and to magnify His Glory that should follow; all which have been fulfilled.  The Prophets were until John (the Baptist), and then ceased.  All Prophecies have ceased ever since the times of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth when He Himself closed the Book of Revelation with a Command not to add to, nor take way anything from the Book, the Holy Bible; there has been no Prophet among the Jews since John the Baptist's time, they themselves do not deny it; The Lord Jesus Christ is come, as Prophet, Lord, and King, and He is the Alpha and Omega, the First and Last, with a full revelation of the Divine Will of God the Father, and other Prophecy since the Book of Revelation is to be expected.  All that pretend to set up a new scheme of things, declaring further Prophecy is a lie.  Declaring either as to Doctrine or Worship, through pretended vision or prophecy, are to be disregarded:  and to anoint the most Holy; not literally the most Holy place in the Temple; figuratively, either heaven itself, anointed, and prepared for His people by the Messiah's ascension thither, and entrance into it; or rather most Holy persons Called by God the Father through His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ who came to seek and to save His family members, adopted ones, who were lost, i.e.:  His Church and people of God, typified by the sanctuary, their very bodies the Temple of God; and in a comparative sense are most Holy, and absolutely so, living Saints who are washed in the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, clothed with His Righteousness, and sanctified by His Spirit; and by whom they are anointed, some in an extraordinary and others in an ordinary way, and all by the Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ: or it may be best of all to understand this of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth who is Holy in His Person, in both His natures -- human and divine; sanctified and set apart to His Office, and Holy in the execution of it; equal in Holiness to God the Father and God the Spirit; superior in it to angels and men, who have all their holiness from Him, and by Whom they are sanctified; and of Whom the sanctuary or Temple was a type; and who was anointed with the Holy Ghost as man, at His incarnation, baptism, and ascension to heaven; and of this Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Who is in Himself the Holy of Holies, because He is Holier than all, and by and through Him alone we can approach God.


Daniel 9:25
25Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. 

That from the time of the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem ; this commandment is the beginning of the Seventy Weeks or four hundred and ninety years, and from it they are to be reckoned; and which designs not the proclamation of Cyrus in the first year of his reign, which was only to rebuild the temple, and not the city of Jerusalem, Ezra 1, nor the decree of Darius Hystaspes, which also only regards the temple, and is only a confirmation of the decree of Cyrus, Ezra 6 and for the same reasons it cannot be the decree in the seventh year of the reign of Artaxerxes; which only confirmed what his predecessors had granted concerning the temple, and provision for sacrifices, and exemption of the priests from toll, tribute, or custom, Ezra 7:7, but has not a word of building the wall and streets of Jerusalem.  However, that degree to rebuild the Temple and the walls and streets of Jerusalem was made in the twentieth year of his reign; and seems therefore to be the commandment or decree here referred to: 

Nehemiah 2:1-8
 1And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that wine was before him: and I took up the wine, and gave it unto the king. Now I had not been beforetime sad in his presence. 
 2Wherefore the king said unto me, Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick? this is nothing else but sorrow of heart. Then I was very sore afraid, 

 3And said unto the king, Let the king live for ever: why should not my countenance be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers' sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are consumed with fire? 

 4Then the king said unto me, For what dost thou make request? So I prayed to the God of heaven. 

 5And I said unto the king, If it please the king, and if thy servant have found favour in thy sight, that thou wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city of my fathers' sepulchres, that I may build it. 

 6And the king said unto me, (the queen also sitting by him,) For how long shall thy journey be? and when wilt thou return? So it pleased the king to send me; and I set him a time. 

 7Moreover I said unto the king, If it please the king, let letters be given me to the governors beyond the river, that they may convey me over till I come into Judah; 

 8And a letter unto Asaph the keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the gates of the palace which appertained to the house, and for the wall of the city, and for the house that I shall enter into. And the king granted me, according to the good hand of my God upon me. 

This then is the general epoch of the Seventy Weeks, and where the first seven begin; where the Prophet Daniel reveals the restoring and rebuilding of Jerusalem; and that the following date is to be reckoned, when it was was to be built; and so begins the account from the dedication of the new city of Jerusalem, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes, Nehemiah 12:27. This was not any human word, decree, commandment, or order, but a divine one; either the word of the Lord to Jeremiah, foretelling the seventy years' captivity of the Jews, and their deliverance from it, and this was a royal edict, the order or Commandment of a great King of Persia to rebuild Jerusalem; from the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes.

Daniel 9:26 26And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. 


And after threescore and two weeks,.... To be reckoned from the end of the seven weeks, or forty nine years, which, added to them, make four hundred and eighty three years:   and the end thereof shall be with a flood : the end of the city and Temple, and of the whole nation, should be by the Roman army, which, like a flood, would overspread the land, and carry all before it. It denotes the number, power, and irresistible force of the enemy, and the sad devastation made by them: and unto the end of the war desolations are determined ; from the beginning of the war by the Romans with the Jews, to the end of it, there would be nothing but continual desolations; a dreadful havoc and ruin everywhere; and all this appointed and determined by the Lord, as a just punishment for their sins.



Matthew 23:37-39
37O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! 
 38Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. 
 39For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.

Luke 13:34-35
 34O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee; how often would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen doth gather her brood under her wings, and ye would not! 

 35Behold, your house is left unto you desolate: and verily I say unto you, Ye shall not see me, until the time come when ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.

Daniel 9:27
  27And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease,
and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. 
Verse 27. And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week,.... Sixty nine of the seventy weeks being accounted for, and the several events observed to be fulfilled in them; the angel proceeds to take notice of the remaining "one" week, or seven years, and what should be done within that space of time: a covenant should be confirmed with many; which is not to be understood of the Messiah's confirming the covenant of Grace with many, or on account of all His people, by fulfilling the conditions of it, and by His blood and sacrifice, through which all the blessings of it come to them; for this is not for one week only, but for ever; so this therefore, speaks of another or others, the Roman people, pagan Rome spoken of in the latter part of the preceding verse; who, in order to accomplish their design to destroy the city and Temple of Jerusalem, made peace with many nations, entered into covenant and alliance with them, particularly the Medes, Parthians, and Armenians, for the space of one week, or seven years; furthermore, it appears they did at the beginning of this week :  and in the midst (middle) of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease ; the daily sacrifice of the Jews, and all their other offerings; and which was literally fulfilled "in the half part" of this week, as it may be rendered; towards the close of the latter half of it, when the city of Jerusalem, being closely besieged by the Roman General Titus, what through the closeness of the siege, the divisions of the people, and the want both of time and men, and beasts to offer, the daily sacrifice ceased, as the Roman Historian Josephus  says, to the great grief of the people; nor have the Jews, ever since the destruction of their city and Temple, offered any sacrifice, esteeming it unlawful so to do in a strange land:  and at the same time, in the same half part of the week, for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate ; that is, the Roman people shall make the land of Judea desolate, for the overspreading of their abominations or idolatries or idols being worshiped in it. The words may be rendered, as by some, "upon the wing," the battlements of the temple, shall be the abominations , or "idols of the desolator," or "of him that makes desolate"; meaning either the ensigns of the Roman army, which had upon them the images of their gods or emperors; and being set up in the Holy place, and sacrificed to, nothing could be a greater abomination to the Jews; or else the blood of the zealots slain on these battlements, by which the Holy place was polluted; see Matthew 24:15: even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate, or more rightly the desolator ; that is, either these abominations shall continue in the place where they are set until the utter destruction of the city and Temple; or the desolation made there should continue until the consummation of God's wrath and vengeance upon them; until the whole He has determined is poured out on this desolate people; and which continues unto this day, and will till the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled, Luke 21:24. "Upon the desolator"; meaning the Romans, pagan Rome; and the sense is, that this vengeance shall continue upon the Jews until it is turned upon the head of those who have made them desolate, the Romans.



Daniel 7:25
25And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time.

TIME=1 year, TIMES=2 years, dividing of TIME= 1/2 year= 3 1/2 years.

The seventy weeks date thirteen years before the rebuilding of Jerusalem; for then the re-establishment of the theocracy began, namely, at the return of Ezra to Jerusalem, 457 B.C. So Jeremiah's seventy years of the captivity begin 606 B.C., eighteen years before the destruction of Jerusalem, for then Judah ceased to exist as an independent theocracy, having fallen under the sway of Babylon. Two periods are marked in Ezra: (1) The return from the captivity under Jeshua and Zerubbabel with Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mizpar, Bigvai, Rehum, Baanah also with them, and rebuilding of the temple (only), which was the first anxiety of the theocratic nation. (2) The return of Ezra (regarded by the Jews as a second Moses) from Persia to Jerusalem, the restoration of the city, the nationality, and the Law. King Artaxerxes, in the seventh year of his reign, gave him the commission which includes permission to rebuild the city, afterwards confirmed to, and carried out by, Nehemiah in the twentieth year (Ezra 7; and Ezra 9)).

Daniel 9:25, "from the going forth of the commandment to build Jerusalem," proves that the second of the two periods is referred to. The words in Daniel 9:24 are not, "determined upon the holy city," but "upon thy people and thy holy city"; thus the restoration of the religious national polity and the Law (the inner work fulfilled by Ezra the Priest), and the rebuilding of the houses and walls (the outer work of Nehemiah, the Governor), are both included in Daniel 9:25, "restore and build Jerusalem." "Jerusalem" represents both the city, the body, and the people, the assembly, the congregation, the very soul of the state. Psalm 46:1-11; 48:1-14; 87:1-7. The starting point of the seventy weeks dated from eighty-one years after the Prophet Daniel received the Prophecy: the object being not to fix for him a definite time, but for the Church: the Prophecy taught him that the Messianic redemption, which he thought was near or in his life time, was separated from him by at least a half millennium, or 490 years. Expectation was sufficiently kept alive by the general conception of the time; not only the Jews, but many Gentiles who looked for a great Lord of the earth to spring from Judea at that very time. Ezra's placing of Daniel in the canon immediately before his own book and Nehemiah's was perhaps owing to his feeling that he himself brought about the beginning of the fulfillment of the Prophecy (Daniel 9:20-27).

Determined--literally, meaning to "cut out," namely, cut out or taken from the whole course of time, for God to deal in a particular manner with Jerusalem and His Called out people, the Hebrews.  Thy . . . thy--Daniel had in his prayer often spoken of Israel as "Thy people, Thy Holy city"; but the Angel Gabriel, in reply, speaks of them as Daniel's ("thy . . . Thy") people and city, thus God intimating by the Angel Gabriel that until the "everlasting righteousness" should be brought in by Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, He (God the Father) could not fully own them as His for they had been condemned for being disobedient, and had gone astray and been punished for the idol worship.  See how God had declared even before the time of the Prophet Daniel using the same language to Moses:

Exodus 32:7

7And the LORD said unto Moses, Go, get thee down; for thy people, which thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves:

Rather, as God is wishing to console the Prophet Daniel and the godly Jews, "the people whom thou art so anxiously praying for"; such weight does God give to the intercessions of the righteous. 


James 5:16-18

 16Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 

 17Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months. 

 18And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.


Finish--literally "shut up"; remove from God's sight, that is, abolish .


Psalm 51:9

9Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. 

The seventy years exile was a punishment, but not a full atonement, for the sin of the people; this would come only after Seventy Prophetic weeks, through the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ.   Make an end of--The Hebrew reading, "to steal," that is, to hide out of sight (from the custom of sealing up things to be concealed, or hidden). 

Job 9:7

 7Which commandeth the sun, and it riseth not; and sealeth up the stars.


Make reconciliation for--literally, "to cover," to overlay as with "pitch". 

Genesis 6:14

14Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch.

To seal, to cover -- inside and outside not allowing anything in or out because of the seal or cover -- with pitch. 

Psalm 32:1 

 1Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
( . . . whose sin is covered as with pitch, both within and without being covered completely). 


Bring in everlasting righteousness--namely, the restoration of the normal state between God and man. 


Jeremiah 23:5

 5Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.
 

Jeremiah 23:6

 6In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.


To continue eternally . . . 


Hebrews 9:12

 12Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.

 
Revelation 14:6-7

6And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, 

 7Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.


Seal up . . . vision . . . Prophecy--literally, "Prophet." Give for a later time.  To give the seal of confirmation to the Prophet and his vision by the fulfilment.  Anoint the Most Holy--primarily, to "anoint," or to consecrate after its pollution by the Babylons and the Romans "the Most Holy" place by the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ, the antitype (antitype-  something that corresponds to or is foreshadowed in a type ) to the Most Holy place.


John 2:19-22

 19Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. 

 20Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days? 

 21But he spake of the temple of his body. 

 22When therefore he was risen from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this unto them; and they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had said.


The propitiatory in the Temple (the same Greek word expresses the Mercy Seat and Propitiation): 


Romans 3:25-27

 25Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 

 26To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. 

 27Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith.


Which the Jews looked for at the restoration from Babylon, shall have its true realization only in and by the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. It is only when sin is "made an end of" that God's presence can be perfectly manifested. As to "anoint, Chose by one's own authority, by one's own power, by one's own hand". 


Exodus 40:9

 9And thou shalt take the anointing oil, and anoint the tabernacle, and all that is therein, and shalt hallow it, and all the vessels thereof: and it shall be holy.


Exodus 40:34

 34Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.


The Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ, was anointed with the Holy Ghost by God the Father. 


Acts 4:27

 27For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together,


Acts 10:38

 38How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.




So hereafter, the God/man- the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth will "anoint" or consecrate with His presence the Holy place at Jerusalem, after its pollution by antichrist, of which the feast of dedication after the pollution by Antiochus was a type. 


Jeremiah 3:16-17 

 16And it shall come to pass, when ye be multiplied and increased in the land, in those days, saith the LORD, they shall say no more, The ark of the covenant of the LORD: neither shall it come to mind: neither shall they remember it; neither shall they visit it; neither shall that be done any more.

 17At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the LORD; and all the nations shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem: neither shall they walk any more after the imagination of their evil heart.


Ezekiel 37:27 

 27My tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, I will be their God, and they shall be my people.


Ezekiel 37:28

 28And the heathen shall know that I the LORD do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for evermore.



Daniel 9:25 . . .  from the going forth of the Commandment--namely the Command from God, as God had Predestinated the Command of the Persian kings . . . 


Ezra 6:14

 14And the elders of the Jews builded, and they prospered through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they builded, and finished it, according to the commandment of the God of Israel, and according to the commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia.


There is one Apocalypse in each Testament. Its purpose in each is to sum up all the preceding Prophecies, previous to the "troublous times" of the Gentiles, in which there was to be no revelation. The Prophet Daniel sums up all the previous Messianic Prophecy, separating into its individual phases what the Prophets had seen in one and the same perspective, the temporary deliverance from captivity and the antitypical final Messianic deliverance.

The seventy weeks are separated (Daniel 9:25-27) into three unequal parts, seven, sixty-two, one. The seventieth (LAST WEEK) is the consummation of the preceding ones, as the Sabbath of God succeeds the working days; an idea suggested by the division into weeks. In the sixty-nine weeks Jerusalem is restored, and so a place is prepared for the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth wherein to accomplish His Sabbatic work (Daniel 9:25, 26) and of "confirming the covenant" (Daniel 9:27). The Messianic time, that of the Lord Jesus Christ is the Sabbath of Israel's history, in which it had the offer of all God's mercies and His Rest, but in which it was cut off for a time by His temporary rejection of them.

As the seventy weeks end with seven years, or a week, so they begin with seven times seven, that is, seven weeks. As the seventieth week is separated from the rest as a period of revelation, so it may be with the seven weeks. The number seven is associated with revelation that which is to be revealed; for the Seven Spirits of God are the mediators of all His revelations:

Revelation 1:4

 4John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which is, and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne;


Revelation 3:1

 1And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.

Note:  Stars are Pastors, Called Preachers. 


Revelation 4:5

 5And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.


Ten is the number of what is human, which is considered whole or complete; for example, the world power issues in ten heads and ten horns. 


Daniel 2:42

 42And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken


Daniel 7:7

7After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns. 


Seventy is ten multiplied by seven, the human molded by the Divine. The Seventy Years of exile symbolize the triumph of the world power over Israel. In the seven times seventy years the world number ten is likewise contained, that is, God's people is still under the power of the world ("troublous times"); but the number of the Divine is multiplied by itself; seven times seven years, at the beginning a period of Old Testament revelation to God's people by Ezra, Nehemiah, and Malachi, whose labors extend over about half a century, or seven weeks (49 years), and whose writings are last in the Canon.

In the end, seven years, the period of New Testament revelation in and of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth appears. The commencing seven weeks of years of Old Testament revelation are hurried over, in order that the chief stress might rest on the Messianic week. Yet the seven weeks of Old Testament revelation are marked by their separation from the sixty-two, to be above those sixty-two wherein there was to be none.



Messiah the Prince--Hebrew. (Messiah is the Lord Jesus' Title in respect to Israel):


Psalm 2:2

 2The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying,


John 19:19

 19And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And the writing was JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS.


Matthew 27:42

 42He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him.



This Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, is also the King over the Gentiles: 


Isaiah 55:1-5 

 1Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 

 2Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. 

 3Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David. 

 4Behold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a leader and commander to the people. 

 5Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and nations that knew not thee shall run unto thee because of the LORD thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel; for he hath glorified thee.


His coming as the Messiah, denotes His Power: 


Matthew 24:29-31

 29Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 

 30And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 

 31And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.


His Power as Messiah shows His Authority to Command: 


John 21:22

 22Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me.


Yes, as the Messiah, given that title as the Christ, the Lord Jesus it denotes His Calling, His Authority, His Power. He is to "be cut off." (So the Hebrew for "not for Himself," Daniel 9:26). Yet He by His representatives at first, to inflict judgment, and at last to come in Person.

Daniel 9:26 . . . after threescore and two weeks--rather, the threescore and two weeks.  Which when, the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ,  is made the prominent subject, while the fate of the City of Jerusalem and the Temple are now secondary. The Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth appears in a twofold aspect:  Salvation to Believers, Judgment on unbelievers: 



Luke 2:34-35

 34And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against; 

 35(Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.



Malachi 3:1-6 

 1Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the LORD, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts. 

 2But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap: 

 3And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness. 

 4Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the LORD, as in the days of old, and as in former years. 

 5And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against false swearers, and against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith the LORD of hosts. 

 6For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.



Malachi 4:1-3 

 1For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch. 

 2But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. 

 3And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I shall do this, saith the LORD of hosts.



The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth repeatedly, in Passion week, connects His being "cut off" with the destruction of the city, as cause and effect. 


Matthew 21:37-41

 37But last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, They will reverence my son. 

 38But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance. 

 39And they caught him, and cast him out of the vineyard, and slew him. 

 40When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what will he do unto those husbandmen? 

 41They say unto him, He will miserably destroy those wicked men, and will let out his vineyard unto other husbandmen, which shall render him the fruits in their seasons.



Matthew 23:37

 37O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!


Matthew 23:37-39 
37O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! 

 38Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. 
 39For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Desolate in the Greek:
	Original Word
	Word Origin
	

	 
	eµrhmov
	
	
	

	Transliterated Word
	Phonetic Spelling
	

	 
	Eremos
	 
	er'-ay-mos 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


1.    deserted by others 
2.  deprived of the aid and protection of kindred 
3.    bereft, of a flock deserted by the shepherd, of a woman neglected by her husband, from whom the husband withholds himself 
Bereft:  : lacking something needed, wanted, or expected, suffering the death of a loved one:  bereaved



Luke 21:20-24 

 20And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh. 

 21Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the mountains; and let them which are in the midst of it depart out; and let not them that are in the countries enter thereinto. 

 22For these be the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled. 

 23But woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck, in those days! for there shall be great distress in the land, and wrath upon this people. 

 24And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled


Luke 23:28-31

 28But Jesus turning unto them said, Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children. 

 29For, behold, the days are coming, in the which they shall say, Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the paps which never gave suck. 

 30Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover us. 

 31For if they do these things in a green tree, what shall be done in the dry?



Matthew 23:37-39 
37O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! 

 38Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. 
 39For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.

Remember, by King David in the Psalms, the Jews knew and confessed that the Lord was their shepherd.

Psalm 23:1-6
 1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

 2He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 

 3He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 

 4Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

 5Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.
The Jews relied on the Lord being their Shepherd, and in so doing the Shepherd protected and guided them.  However, now, the Lord turns from them to the Gentiles and tells them their House, their Worship is left without a Shepherd -- no protection from satan and his demons -- his forces of evil in the world.

Matthew 23:38
 38Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.




Satan had succeeded in blinding the Jews to the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth their true Shepherd, but it was in God's plan.


Romans 11:25
For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.  

God's plan was to bring in the Gentiles, and take out of them a people for his name -- Christians.  Then, He (the Lord God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth) will return to the Jews for God has made them promises.  Even though they have been unfaithful and have not kept their word, the Lord is faithful and will keep His Word and his promises spoken to their fathers:  Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

Acts 15:13-17
 13And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying, Men and brethren, hearken unto me: 

 14Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name. 
 15And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written, 
 16After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up: 
 17That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things.


Israel might naturally have expected the Messiah's Kingdom of Glory, if not after the Seventy Years' Captivity, at least at the end of the sixty-two weeks; but, instead of that, shall be His death, that of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and the consequent destruction of Jerusalem.


However, His death is not for himself--rather, "there shall be nothing to Him"; not that the real object of His first coming (His spiritual kingdom) should be frustrated; but the earthly kingdom anticipated by the Jews should, for the present, come to naught or nothing, and not then to be realized. The Title of The Messiah, the Prince" (Daniel 9:25), to the time of His entering Jerusalem on an ass's colt, His only appearance as a Prince or one who comes in the name of another, a King, God the Father, but a Prince is an heir and one who rules as a King would in place of the King and under the King's Command, and six days afterwards put to death as "King of the Jews."  In contrast to the Messiah the Prince or King, their is the ones who oppose and they have their prince, so the people of the prince (the one who opposed the Messiah, and who opposed God the Father--the Romans, the representative of the world human power are send by their price, satan.  However, even though sent by their prince, the prince of this world, satan, they still do the Will of the Father and are used as His instrument of judgment end thereof--of the sanctuary.

Matthew 22:7

 7But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city.


Since satan copies God, he has his antichrist take on a title of prince as well:  "the end of the Prince," the last head of the Roman power, Antichrist, which is the pope who is called the prince (one who comes in the name of a King) of his "church".   The "pope,"  which means:  from Latin: papa; from Greek: πάππας (pappas), a child's word for father, directly flies in the face of the direct Command by the Lord Jesus Christ to call no man on earth "father".  The pope is called "the holy father." ) 


Matthew 23:8-10

 8But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren. 

 9And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven. 

 10Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ.


One of the Official Titles of the pope is "Successor of the Prince of the Apostles."

The official list of titles of the Pope, in the order in which they are given in the Annuario Pontificio, is: Bishop of Rome, Vicar of Jesus Christ, Successor of the Prince of the Apostles, Supreme Pontiff of the Universal Church, Primate of Italy, Archbishop and Metropolitan of the Roman Province, Sovereign of the State of Vatican City, Servant of the Servants of God.

The Pope (also called the Patriarch.) Note:  The term Patriarch is considered obsolete in the Roman Catholic church today, and is derived from 325-606 A.D. when there were five "Mother churches" that equally ruled the world divided by their five territories. One of the official titles of the Bishop of Rome today, is "Patriarch of the west".

This is because in 600 A.D. there were 4 Patriarchs of the east, (Antioch and Alexandria, Jerusalem and Constantinople) who eventually split off in 1054AD to become the Greek Orthodox church., and one "Patriarch of the West." (Rome)


The following terms are mostly inappropriately applied to the "pope" of Rome:

"Vicar of God" (a reference to Christ as God) was used of the Pope. 
Vicar of the Son of God
Vicar of Jesus Christ
Bishop of the city of Rome (head of the a local diocese in Rome)
Successor of St. Peter
Pope (Universal bishop over all other bishops)
Prince of the Apostles
Supreme Pontiff of the Universal Church
Patriarch of the West
Primate of Italy
Archbishop and Metropolitan of the Roman Province
Sovereign of the Vatican City State
Servant of the Servants of God
Priest of St. John Lateran Basilica (Parish priest)
Pontifex Maximus


The title "Vicar of Peter" (Vicarius Petri) is used only of the pope, not of other bishops. Variations of it include: "Vicar of the Prince of the Apostles" (Vicarius Principis Apostolorum) and "Vicar of the Apostolic See" (Vicarius Sedis Apostolicae). Saint Boniface described Pope Gregory II as vicar of Peter in the oath of fealty that he took in 722.  In today's Roman Missal, the description "vicar of Peter" is found also in the collect of the Mass for a saint who was a pope.


Pontiff . . .

Entrance to Vatican City, with inscription "Benedictus XVI Pont(ifex) Max(imus) Anno Domini MMV Pont(ificatus) I.", i.e., "Benedict XVI, Pontifex Maximus, in the year of Our Lord 2005, the first year of his pontificate."

The term "pontiff" is derived from the Latin word pontifex, which literally means "bridge builder" (pons + facere), and which designated a member of the principal college of priests in ancient Rome. The Latin word was translated into ancient Greek variously: as ἱεροδιδάσκαλος, ἱερονόμος, ἱεροφύλαξ, ἱεροφάντης, or ἀρχιερεύς (high priest) The head of the college was known as the Pontifex Maximus (the greatest pontiff).

In Christian use, pontifex appears in the New Testament to indicate the Jewish High Priest (in the original, ἀρχιερεύς). The term came to be applied to any Christian bishop, but since the 11th century commonly refers specifically to the "Bishop of Rome, the pope", who is more strictly called the "Roman Pontiff".



The official list of titles does not include all the titles that are officially used of the pope.

The best-known title of the popes, that of "pope", does not appear in the official list, but is commonly used in the titles of documents, and appears, in abbreviated form, in their signatures. Thus Pope Paul VI signed as "Paulus PP. VI", the "PP." standing for "Papa, or Father" ("pope").  Also an unofficial title is "Vicar of the Son of God" which they deny but has been used on their official documents now hidden in the Vatican archives.  People have made note of these documents, and Roman Catholics themselves have referred to them and the title.  However, since this Title is the sign of the pope, the sign of a man and shows that the pope is The AntiChrist, converting the Title to Roman numerals comes out to 666, they have withdrawn the documents and don't refer to the "pope" by that Title, www.alemattec.com/Mystery, Babylon (Babylon=Confusion) . . .V and U are interchangeable Latin letters used along with Roman Nvmerals . . . .doc, www.alemattec.com/_picture_ . . .V and U are interchangeable Latin letters used along with Roman Nvmerals . . . .htm.




Daniel 9:26

 26And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.

With a flood--namely, of war: 


Psalm 90:5

 5Thou carriest them away as with a flood; they are as a sleep: in the morning they are like grass which groweth up.


Isaiah 8:7-8

 7Now therefore, behold, the Lord bringeth up upon them the waters of the river, strong and many, even the king of Assyria, and all his glory: and he shall come up over all his channels, and go over all his banks:
 8And he shall pass through Judah; he shall overflow and go over, he shall reach even to the neck; and the stretching out of his wings shall fill the breadth of thy land, O Immanuel.


Isaiah 28:18

 18And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and your agreement with hell shall not stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden down by it.


Implying the completeness of the catastrophe, "not one stone left on another . . . " unto the end of the war--rather, "unto the end there is war."  determined--by God's decree: 

Isaiah 10:23

 23For the Lord GOD of hosts shall make a consumption, even determined, in the midst of all the land.


Isaiah 28:22

 22Now therefore be ye not mockers, lest your bands be made strong: for I have heard from the Lord GOD of hosts a consumption, even determined upon the whole earth.


Matthew 24:1-51

 1And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to him for to shew him the buildings of the temple. 

 2And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. 

 3And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world? 

 4And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. 

 5For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 

 6And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 

 7For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 

 8All these are the beginning of sorrows. 

 9Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake. 

 10And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another. 

 11And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. 

 12And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. 

 13But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. 

 14And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 

 15When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) 

 16Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: 

 17Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house: 

 18Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes. 

 19And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days! 

 20But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day: 

 21For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 

 22And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened. 

 23Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. 

 24For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. 

 25Behold, I have told you before. 

 26Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it not. 

 27For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 

 28For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together. 

 29Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 

 30And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 

 31And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

 32Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: 

 33So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors. 

 34Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled. 

 35Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away. 

 36But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only. 

 37But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 

 38For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 

 39And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 

 40Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 

 41Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 

 42Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. 

 43But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up. 

 44Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh. 

 45Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due season? 

 46Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing. 

 47Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler over all his goods. 

 48But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; 

 49And shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; 

 50The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, 

 51And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Daniel 9:27 

 27And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week . . . 


Daniel 11:30

 30For the ships of Chittim shall come against him: therefore he shall be grieved, and return, and have indignation against the holy covenant: so shall he do; he shall even return, and have intelligence with them that forsake the holy covenant.


Daniel 11:32

 32And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.


Daniel 11:33-35

 33And they that understand among the people shall instruct many: yet they shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many days. 

 34Now when they shall fall, they shall be holpen with a little help: but many shall cleave to them with flatteries. 

 35And some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them white, even to the time of the end: because it is yet for a time appointed.


Hence arises the similarity of the language here and in Daniel 11:30 and 11:32 above, referring to Antiochus, the type of antichrist. 


Daniel 9:27

 27And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate

It is interesting to note that when this destruction was prophesied in 445 B.C., Jerusalem and the Temple had not even been rebuilt yet. The part of this Prophecy regarding the "prince which is to come" concerns the antiChrist who must come from the revived Roman Empire in the future tribulation which will be the seventieth week of the prophecy: 

In . . . midst of . . . week--The seventy weeks extend to A.D. 32 or 33. Israel was not actually destroyed till A.D. 79 by the pagan Romans who tore the Temple down to the very ground to get the gold inlaid -- not a stone was left unturned as the Lord Jesus Christ had Prophesied, but it was so virtually in A.D. 33, about three or four years after the Lord Jesus Christ's death, during which the Gospel was Preached exclusively to the Jews. When the Jews persecuted the Church and stoned Stephen:

Acts 7:54-60

 54When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth. 

 55But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, 

 56And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God. 

 57Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, 

 58And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man's feet, whose name was Saul. 

 59And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 

 60And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep.


At Stephen's death, the respite of Grace granted to the Jews was at an end :


Luke 13:7-9

 7Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground? 

 8And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it: 

 9And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.


Israel, thus having rejected God's Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ, was rejected by Christ, and henceforth is counted by God as dead: 


Hosea 13:1-2

 1When Ephraim spake trembling, he exalted himself in Israel; but when he offended in Baal, he died.
 2And now they sin more and more, and have made them molten images of their silver, and idols according to their own understanding, all of it the work of the craftsmen: they say of them, Let the men that sacrifice kiss the calves.

Israel's actual destruction by the Roman General Titus being the consummation of the removal of the Kingdom of God -- from Israel to the Gentiles: 

Israel's actual destruction by the Roman General Titus Flavius Vespasianus being the consummation of the removal of the Kingdom of God -- (the Kingdom of God is God dwelling with those of His on the earth -- According to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Kingdom of God is within (or among) people, [Luke 17:20-21] is approached through understanding [Mark 12:34] and entered through faith like a child, [Mark 10:15] spiritual rebirth, [John 3:5] and doing the will of God.  [Matthew 7:21] It is a kingdom that will be inherited by the righteous.  [1 Corinthians 6:9-11]) from Israel to the Gentiles: 


Matthew 21:43

 43Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.


The Kingdom to Israel is not to be restored until the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ's second coming, when Israel shall be at the head of humanity glorifying the Lord Jesus Christ as their King, their Messiah, their Lord. 


Matthew 23:39 

 39For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.


Acts 1:6-7

 6When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?
 7And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.


Romans 11:25-31

 25For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 

 26And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 

 27For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. 

 28As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for the father's sakes. 

 29For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. 

 30For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their unbelief: 

 31Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy.


Romans 15:1-32 

 1We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 

 2Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good to edification. 

 3For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me. 

 4For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope. 

 5Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward another according to Christ Jesus: 

 6That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 7Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God. 

 8Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made unto the fathers: 

 9And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy; as it is written, For this cause I will confess to thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name. 

 10And again he saith, Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with his people. 

 11And again, Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles; and laud him, all ye people. 

 12And again, Esaias saith, There shall be a root of Jesse, and he that shall rise to reign over the Gentiles; in him shall the Gentiles trust. 

 13Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost. 

 14And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another. 

 15Nevertheless, brethren, I have written the more boldly unto you in some sort, as putting you in mind, because of the grace that is given to me of God, 

 16That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost. 

 17I have therefore whereof I may glory through Jesus Christ in those things which pertain to God. 

 18For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed, 

 19Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. 

 20Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build upon another man's foundation: 

 21But as it is written, To whom he was not spoken of, they shall see: and they that have not heard shall understand. 

 22For which cause also I have been much hindered from coming to you. 

 23But now having no more place in these parts, and having a great desire these many years to come unto you; 

 24Whensoever I take my journey into Spain, I will come to you: for I trust to see you in my journey, and to be brought on my way thitherward by you, if first I be somewhat filled with your company. 

 25But now I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints. 

 26For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor saints which are at Jerusalem. 

 27It hath pleased them verily; and their debtors they are. For if the Gentiles have been made partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister unto them in carnal things. 

 28When therefore I have performed this, and have sealed to them this fruit, I will come by you into Spain. 

 29And I am sure that, when I come unto you, I shall come in the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ. 

 30Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive together with me in your prayers to God for me; 

 31That I may be delivered from them that do not believe in Judaea; and that my service which I have for Jerusalem may be accepted of the saints; 

 32That I may come unto you with joy by the will of God, and may with you be refreshed.


Daniel 9:27

 27And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

The interval forms for the covenant-people (Old Covenant, the Jews) a great parenthesis.   He shall cause the sacrifice . . . oblation to cease -- "the daily" (sacrifice) by Antiochus Epiphanes, who is the prototype of the man of sin to be revealed who as the 'little horn" of Daniel 8, occupies the vision starting at verse 9 until 26. (This "little horn" sacrificed a pig upon the altar at Jerusalem (Daniel 11:31 and entered the Holy of Holies; the man of sin to be revealed has been revealed in these last days as the pope.  The "little horn" is a prototype or a picture of the future man of sin, spoken of in Daniel 7 (who has yet to come, but has now been revealed, who will dominate the earth during the Great Tribulation (Daniel 7:8, Daniel 7:24-26, 2 Thessalonians 2:4-12, Revelation 19:20), This pope, the now revealed man of sin is identical with the rider on the white horse Revelation 6:2 who mimics the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ by appearing on a white horse (the rider of a white horse is a victor through conquest) as the Son of God, as one that takes His place, or as a Vicar of the Son of God): 


Daniel 8:11

 11Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host, and by him the daily sacrifice was taken away, and the place of the sanctuary was cast down.


Daniel 11:31

 31And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination that maketh desolate.


The sacrifices at the Temple in Jerusalem, is here an allusion only to Antiochus' act; to comfort God's people when sacrificial Worship was to be trodden down, by pointing them to the Messianic time when Salvation would fully come and the Temple sacrifices were to cease.

This is the same consolation as the Prophets Jeremiah and Ezekiel gave under like circumstances, when the destruction of Jerusalem by King Nebuchadnezzar was impending: 

Jeremiah 3:16

 16And it shall come to pass, when ye be multiplied and increased in the land, in those days, saith the LORD, they shall say no more, The ark of the covenant of the LORD: neither shall it come to mind: neither shall they remember it; neither shall they visit it; neither shall that be done any more.


Jeremiah 31:31

 31Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah:


Ezekiel 11:19

 19And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh:


Daniel 7:25-26

 25And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time. 

 26But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto the end

(TIME=1 YEAR, TIMES=2 YEARS, AND DIVIDING OF TIME IS 1/2 YEAR).

Three and a half does not, like ten, designate the power of the world in its fullness, but (while opposed to the Divine, expressed by seven) broken and defeated in its seeming triumph; for immediately after the three and a half times (YEARS), judgment falls on the "victorious world powers" headed by and controlled by The AntiChrist.


At the death of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth on the Cross and Calvary, it seemed the triumph of the world, but was really its defeat.  Satan, as the "prince of this world" seemed victorious, but instead is cast out. 

John 12:31

 31Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out.

The rending or tearing of the veil of the Holy of Holies marked the cessation of animal sacrifices and the Priesthood of the Levites through the Lord Jesus Christ's death.  The Priesthood was now transferred to the House of Judah, with only One High Priest forever.

Leviticus 4:6
 6And the priest shall dip his finger in the blood, and sprinkle of the blood seven times before the LORD, before the vail of the sanctuary.

Leviticus 4:17 
 17And the priest shall dip his finger in some of the blood, and sprinkle it seven times before the LORD, even before the vail.

Leviticus 16:2 
 2And the LORD said unto Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the holy place within the vail before the mercy seat, which is upon the ark; that he die not: for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat.

Leviticus 16:15 
 15Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offering, that is for the people, and bring his blood within the vail, and do with that blood as he did with the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it upon the mercy seat, and before the mercy seat:

Hebrews 10:14-18 
14For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. 
 15Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that he had said before, 

 16This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them; 

 17And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. 

 18Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin.

The rending or tearing of the veil of the Holy of Holies marked the cessation of animal sacrifices and the Priesthood of the Levites through the Lord Jesus Christ's death.  The Priesthood was now transferred to the House of Judah, with only One High Priest forever.  Through this one sacrifice for sins for all time, the Lord Jesus Christ who is the Word, the Logos:  conquered death, revealed Himself fully to all that would believe and brings Salvation to them, destroyed the old theocracy moving forward now by a new and living way, not the blood of sacrifices by dead animals but by the blood of one who forever more lives.

Hebrews 10:12
12But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God;


Being victories over death and sin, the Lord Jesus Christ work was completed, therefore He returned to Heaven to sit on the right hand of God the Father.


Mark 16:19
19So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God.

Luke 22:69
69Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on the right hand of the power of God.

Acts 2:33
33Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.

Acts 5:31
31Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.

Acts 7:55
55But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God,

Acts 7:56
56And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God.

Romans 8:34
34Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.

Colossians 3:1
1If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.

Hebrews 10:12
12But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God;

Hebrews 12:2
2Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

1 Peter 3:22
22Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him.




A covenant is made with a sacrifice:

Genesis 8:20
 20And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD; and took of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.

Genesis 9:17
 17And God said unto Noah, This is the token of the covenant, which I have established between me and all flesh that is upon the earth.

Genesis 15:9
 9And he said unto him, Take me an heifer of three years old, and a she goat of three years old, and a ram of three years old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon.

Hebrews 9:15
15And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.

Here the old covenant is to be confirmed, but in a way peculiar to the New Testament, namely, by the one sacrifice, which would terminate all other sacrifices.  Thus as the Levitical rites approached their end, the Prophets Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel, with ever increasing clearness, reveals the spiritual new covenant which would come by the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. 


Matthew 24:15
 15When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)


"When ye see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place" (the latter words being tacitly implied in "abominations" as being such as are committed against the alter in the Temple).


Through this one sacrifice for sins for all time, the Lord Jesus Christ who is the Word, the Logos:  conquered death, revealed Himself fully to all that would believe and brings Salvation to them, destroyed the old theocracy moving forward now by a new and living way, not the blood of sacrifices by dead animals but by the blood of one who forever more lives.

Logos, or Word means:  In the Gospel of John, denotes the essential Word of God, Jesus Christ, the personal wisdom and power in union with God, his minister in creation and government of the universe, the cause of all the world's life both physical and ethical, which for the procurement of man's salvation put on human nature in the person of Jesus the Messiah, the second person in the Godhead, and shone forth conspicuously from His words and deeds.

Logos means specifically:  its use as respect to the MIND alone 
a. reason, the mental faculty of thinking, meditating, reasoning, calculating 

b. account, i.e. regard, consideration 

c. account, i.e. reckoning, score 

d. account, i.e. answer or explanation in reference to judgment 

e. relation, i.e. with whom as judge we stand in relation 

1. reason would 

f. reason, cause, ground
The Logos, the Word, uttered by a living voice, embodies a conception or idea to sum up, to bring to fullness, to explain what someone has said, their words, the sayings of God, His decrees or mandates, His Order, His Commands, His moral Precepts or Laws.

In Christianity, everything its adherents know about it has been revealed—or communicated—to men through the Word

The Word, then explains fully or sums up what God has said in His Words, His Decrees or Mandates, His Order, His Commands, His moral Precepts or Laws.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the Logos, the very Word of God.
John 1:1-18
 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
 2The same was in the beginning with God. 
 3All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 

 4In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 

 5And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. 
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

 7The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. 

 8He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 

 9That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 
 10He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. 

 11He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 
 12But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 

 13Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 14And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 
 15John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me. 

 16And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. 

 17For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 

 18No man hath seen God at any time, the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.
Matthew 4:4
 4But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.


The Holy Bible is merely God's communication device to wayward man, informing him of the only way to attain eternal life. The Church takes the message of Holy Scripture and broadcasts it, both to its own members as well as to potential converts, through a variety of methods, all of which entail some clear form of information- and idea-transfer.

-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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