When one Covets in the Spiritual Realm, Covets the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, takes to oneself that which is NOT given by the Holy Spirit to them, having a strong desire for them, i.e.:  Lust, in order to be seen by men as spiritually important -- THIS IS idolatry.  This brings forth the vices springing from idolatry and peculiar to it, lust, in this to take that spiritually which is not been given him which is "man centered, and is free will worship" he covets," and in so doing he worships idols of his own making, himself, which is idolatry.  Man through his insistence in looking at the Holy Bible through the "lens" of his "right," his "free will" to Worship the way he pleases he then "worships" a "god" of his own making, himself, by the false worship of doing what God had Commanded him/them not.  
To Covet by seeking praise, or give praise by eulogizing (Eulogize: To speak or write in high praise of,) or to approve of something that was restricted previously as not approved. To extol (Extol: To praise (someone or something) highly, i.e.: to glorify (Glorify: In a negative sense, to honor or praise (a god or goddess) in place of the One Triune God. To make (something or someone) seem much better or more important than it or they really is/are/were by bestowing honor, praise, or admiration in order to give glory to (as in worship). To lust (Lust: An intense longing, or craving for something that brings intense sense of pleasure or delight).  This is idolatry. 
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1 Peter 4:1-5

1 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin;

2 That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God.

3 For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries:
4 Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you:

5 Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the quick and the dead.

Let's look at some examples through Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, where men (women) sought that which is God's, or given by God to another, which is Covetness, and in so doing refuse to Worship God in Spirit and in Truth, John 4:23-24, which is spiritual idolatry:
Adam and Eve . . .

Genesis 3:1-7
1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:

3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.

4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:

5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.
6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.
Note:  Without blood, there is not forgiveness of sin.  Adam and Eve's covering was temporary, i.e.:  leaves.  It covered ONLY the outward parts.  There was no shedding of blood.  Blood must be shed for forgiveness of sins, therefore a more permanent (yet temporary) replacement an (animal skin) was to be used as an EXTERNAL covering, (which sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh) and the blood shed was to represent covering of sins internally until the Christ would come, the Messiah, Who shed His Own blood; that the blood of Christ, who through the Eternal Holy Spirit of God offered Himself without spot to God, would then purge men's conscience from dead works (Works:  Is a deed (an action) that carries out (i.e.:  completes) an inner desire (intension, or purpose) --  to serve the living God.   
Genesis 3:21
21 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed them.
Hebrews 9:12-14
12 Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.
13 For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh:
14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
Offering a sacrifice without the shedding of blood  is no remission (Remission: Complete dismissal, deliverance, full pardon, complete forgiveness.) of sin:




Hebrews 9:22
22 And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.
Mariam and Aaron speak against Moses.
Numbers 12:1-16
1 And Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had married: for he had married an Ethiopian woman.
2 And they said, Hath the Lord indeed spoken only by Moses? hath he not spoken also by us? And the Lord heard it.
3 (Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth.)
4 And the Lord spake suddenly unto Moses, and unto Aaron, and unto Miriam, Come out ye three unto the tabernacle of the congregation. And they three came out.

5 And the Lord came down in the pillar of the cloud, and stood in the door of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam: and they both came forth.

6 And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the Lord will make myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream.
7 My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in all mine house.

8 With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the Lord shall he behold: wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?
9 And the anger of the Lord was kindled against them; and he departed.
10 And the cloud departed from off the tabernacle; and, behold, Miriam became leprous, white as snow: and Aaron looked upon Miriam, and, behold, she was leprous.
11 And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas, my lord, I beseech thee, lay not the sin upon us, wherein we have done foolishly, and wherein we have sinned.
Note:  Aaron, Moses' older brother, speaks to Moses as his ruler, his lord, and beseeches Moses to not have the sin upon Aaron and Miriam, to have it removed.


12 Let her not be as one dead, of whom the flesh is half consumed when he cometh out of his mother's womb.
13 And Moses cried unto the Lord, saying, Heal her now, O God, I beseech thee.
14 And the Lord said unto Moses, If her father had but spit in her face, should she not be ashamed seven days? let her be shut out from the camp seven days, and after that let her be received in again.

15 And Miriam was shut out from the camp seven days: and the people journeyed not till Miriam was brought in again.
16 And afterward the people removed from Hazeroth, and pitched in the wilderness of Paran.

Simon Mangus seeks to purchase the Holy Spirit of God. . . 

Acts 8:15-19 

1  Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost:

16 (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)

17 Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost. 

18 And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money,

19 Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost.

Note:  Simon Mangus' faith was not real, but feigned.  The statement that Simon Mangus believed is made according to the appearance, and not according to the reality.  Simon Mangus had been Baptized, but had not received the Holy Ghost.  Simon Mangus was not one of those upon whom the Apostles had bestowed the Divine Gift of the Holy Spirit.  Covetousness which is idolatry, and the seeking of Glory at length remove the hypocrites from their dens.  Simon the Sorcerer saw, that upon these men who had been Baptized, and hands laid on them, that they began to Prophesy, and to speak with divers tongues they had never learned, and to work miracles, cure men of their diseases, and the like.  When Simon Mangus observed this, he Coveted, offered them money in order to purchase such a Power of conferring the like gifts, on whomsoever he should lay his hands, thus idolatry.  Hence buying and selling spiritual things, are thus now called "simony".  Simony is a vice which has greatly prevailed in the Roman Catholic "church," and among its "popes," to this very day, and they therefore may be more properly called the successors of Simon Magus the Sorcerer, than of the Apostle Peter whom they (the Roman Catholic "church") falsely profess being the first "pope."

The Apostles prayed for them, that they might received the Holy Ghost.  The Holy Spirit is given not by the laying on of hands only, but by Faith, which is by the Power of the Holy Spirit through the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Who ALONE is the sole mediator between God and man, 1 Timothy 2:5.
The "pope" comes into the "churches" like Simon Mangus who with sorcery was regarded as a god and honored with a statue on the island in the Tiber river which the two bridges cross, with the inscription -- Simoni Deo Sancto, "To Simon the Holy God" . . .
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Acts 26:15-18
15 And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest.
16 But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee;

17 Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee,

18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.
Romans 1:17

17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.
Romans 3:20-28
20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.

21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets;
22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference:
23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:

25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;

26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.

27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith.

28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.

Romans 3:30
30 Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision through faith.
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Galatians 3:22-26
22 But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe.

23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed.
24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.

25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.
26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.
Ananias and his wife Sapphira wanted to seem as though they gave more to the Church than they did, sought the admiration of the people of God falsely.
Acts 5:1-11 
1 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession,

2 And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles' feet.

3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land?

4 Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.

Note:  Thus, Ananias and Sapphira did Covet in their hearts, committed idolatry.

5 And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost: and great fear came on all them that heard these things.
6 And the young men arose, wound him up, and carried him out, and buried him.
7 And it was about the space of three hours after, when his wife, not knowing what was done, came in.

8 And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the land for so much? And she said, Yea, for so much.
9 Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet of them which have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee out.

10 Then fell she down straightway at his feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the young men came in, and found her dead, and, carrying her forth, buried her by her husband.
11 And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard these things.

The Apostles, coveted, which is idolatry . . . 
Matthew 20:20-21

20 Then came to him the mother of Zebedees children with her sons, worshipping him, and desiring a certain thing of him.

Note:  James and John, The sons of thunder. 


21 And he said unto her, What wilt thou? She saith unto him, Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one on thy right hand, and the other on the left, in thy kingdom.
Mark 9:33-34
33 And he came to Capernaum: and being in the house he asked them, What was it that ye disputed among yourselves by the way?

34 But they held their peace: for by the way they had disputed among themselves, who should be the greatest.

Mark 10:35-45


35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto him, saying, Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire.

36 And he said unto them, What would ye that I should do for you?

37 They said unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left hand, in thy glory.
38 But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?

39 And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized:
40 But to sit on my right hand and on my left hand is not mine to give; but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared.

41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be much displeased with James and John.

42 But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them.

43 But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister:

44 And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all.

45 For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.


Luke 9:46
 46 Then there arose a reasoning among them, which of them should be greatest.
Luke 22:23-24 
23 And they began to enquire among themselves, which of them it was that should do this thing.
24 And there was also a strife among them, which of them should be accounted the greatest.

King Saul Coveted, envying David and the gifts given by God to David, which was idolatry . . . 

The evil spirit, the devil, the demon, was used to bring David into the life of King Saul. This account is recorded immediately following David’s Anointing as the future King of Israel. How could a shepherd boy become a King?  1 Samuel 16:15–16 reveals the first step in this journey. When the King’s servants saw the torment King Saul was enduring, they suggested:
1 Samuel 16:15–16
15 And Saul's servants said unto him, Behold now, an evil spirit from God troubleth thee.

16 Let our lord now command thy servants, which are before thee, to seek out a man, who is a cunning player on an harp: and it shall come to pass, when the evil spirit from God is upon thee, that he shall play with his hand, and thou shalt be well.

Note:  One of the King’s servants referred David to King Saul, describing David as a great harp player, among other things.  King Saul called David to be brought to him, and found David to be a great comfort.
1 Samuel 16:17-23
17 And Saul said unto his servants, Provide me now a man that can play well, and bring him to me.

18 Then answered one of the servants, and said, Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, that is cunning in playing, and a mighty valiant man, and a man of war, and prudent in matters, and a comely person, and the Lord is with him.

19 Wherefore Saul sent messengers unto Jesse, and said, Send me David thy son, which is with the sheep.
20 And Jesse took an ass laden with bread, and a bottle of wine, and a kid, and sent them by David his son unto Saul.

21 And David came to Saul, and stood before him: and he loved him greatly; and he became his armourbearer.

22 And Saul sent to Jesse, saying, Let David, I pray thee, stand before me; for he hath found favour in my sight.

23 And it came to pass, when the evil spirit from God was upon Saul, that David took an harp, and played with his hand: so Saul was refreshed, and was well, and the evil spirit departed from him.

Note:  This evil spirit, this devil, this demon, that troubled King Saul came upon him on multiple occasions to torment Saul, but also it departed from him.


1 Samuel 19:9-18
9 And the evil spirit from the Lord was upon Saul, as he sat in his house with his javelin in his hand: and David played with his hand.

10 And Saul sought to smite David even to the wall with the javelin: but he slipped away out of Saul's presence, and he smote the javelin into the wall: and David fled, and escaped that night.
11 Saul also sent messengers unto David's house, to watch him, and to slay him in the morning: and Michal David's wife told him, saying, If thou save not thy life to night, to morrow thou shalt be slain.

12 So Michal let David down through a window: and he went, and fled, and escaped.

13 And Michal took an image, and laid it in the bed, and put a pillow of goats' hair for his bolster, and covered it with a cloth.

14 And when Saul sent messengers to take David, she said, He is sick.

15 And Saul sent the messengers again to see David, saying, Bring him up to me in the bed, that I may slay him.

16 And when the messengers were come in, behold, there was an image in the bed, with a pillow of goats' hair for his bolster.

17 And Saul said unto Michal, Why hast thou deceived me so, and sent away mine enemy, that he is escaped? And Michal answered Saul, He said unto me, Let me go; why should I kill thee?

18 So David fled, and escaped, and came to Samuel to Ramah, and told him all that Saul had done to him. And he and Samuel went and dwelt in Naioth.

Note:  The evil spirit within King Saul -- as David's successes against the Philistines revived King Saul’s envy, Covetness, which is idolatry, within Saul's heart, and the devil watched the opportunity, as he had done before.  We make room for satan and his devils, demons, and do invite him by Coveting.  Discomposure's of mind, though helped forward by the agency of satan, owe their origin to men's own sins and follies, James 1:12-15. King Saul's fear and jealousy made this devil, this evil spirit a torment to Saul, so that King Saul could not sit in his house without a javelin in his hand, pretending it was for his preservation, but designing it for David's destruction.  King Saul desiring he would nail David to the wall, coming at David so violently that he struck the javelin into the wall, so strong was the devil in him, so strong controlling his own rage and passion. Perhaps he thought that, if he killed David now, he would be excusable before God and man, as being "not in his right mind," and that it would be imputed to his "forgiveness".  God, though, cannot be deceived by pretenses, whatsoever men may be.

Second, the evil spirit was “from” the Lord in that it was allowed by God to harass Saul.  Satan and his devils, demons, can do NOTHING without permission from God, Job 2:2-3; Luke 22:31-32; Romans 8:30-32; Revelation 12:10.  All things are under God’s control, Power, Authority, entrusted to His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth,  Matthew 24:30; Matthew 28:18, until the end, when the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth turns all Power/Authority back to God the Father, 1 Corinthians 15:24-28, that God may be all in all.  This evil spirit, therefore, was part of God’s Judgment upon King Saul for his disobedience.  As King Saul had directly disobeyed God on two occasions (1 Samuel 13:1–14; 15:1–35).  God, therefore, removed His Holy Spirit from Saul and allowed an evil spirit, a devil, a demon, to torment him, 1 Samuel 16:14.  God hardens whom He desires, such as God did to Pharaoh by removing God's Holy Spirit, i.e.:  Moses and Aaron from Pharaoh's presence so that Pharaoh's true self showed up, with a hard heart, doing satan's will, Romans 9:17-18.  God removed the evil spirit, the devil, the demon, from King Saul by having David -- who had God's Holy Spirit in him, to be near, thus softening King Saul and the evil spirit, devil, demon, departed, 1 Samuel 16:23.  Satan and the demons had always wanted to attack Saul, and he (satan)/they (devils, demons) do every man, and controls them, therefore they do as they are under the snare of the devil captured by him, thus doing satan's will, 2 Timothy 2:24-26.  God was now simply giving them permission to do so.

James 1:12-14

12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.

13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:

14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.

Certainly, a related question is --  does God send satan, the devil, demons, evil spirits, to torment people today? There are examples of individuals in the New Testament being turned over to satan or to demons for punishment. God allowed Ananias and Sapphira to be filled with the spirit of satan as a warning and example to the early Church, Acts 5:1–11.

A man in the Corinthian Church was committing incest and adultery, and God Commanded through the Apostle Paul to hand him over to satan to destroy his sinful nature, but to hopefully save his soul, 1 Corinthians 5:1–5. 

God allowed "a messenger of satan" to torment the Apostle Paul in order to teach him to rely on God’s Grace and Power, and not become conceited because of the abundance of spiritual Truth he was given, 2 Corinthians 12:5-12.


The New Testament reveals how God can, and does, use the presence of evil spirits to reveal His power.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth showed His Power/Authority over all demons on multiple occasions.  Every time the Lord Jesus Christ cast out a demon, devil, evil spirit, it was an affirmation of the Lord’s Power/Authority over satan, and all the evil spirits, devils, and demons. 
Mark 5:1–13

5 And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gadarenes.

2 And when he was come out of the ship, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit,

3 Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no man could bind him, no, not with chains:

4 Because that he had been often bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces: neither could any man tame him.

5 And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones.

6 But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him,

7 And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most high God? I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not.

8 For he said unto him, Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit.
9 And he asked him, What is thy name? And he answered, saying, My name is Legion: for we are many.
Note:  The account of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth casting out the demons who entered a herd of pigs indicates that perhaps many more than 6,000 evil spirits were present, as Legion in the Greek means:  A very large number.  Properly, a Division of the Roman Army, numbering about 6,000 infantry with additional cavalry; hence, a very large number -- a legion.  Here, at lease 6,000 devils, demons, evil spirits are cast out, and entered into 2,000 pigs, swine, as they all feared the Power/Authority of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth:
10 And he besought him much that he would not send them away out of the country.

11 Now there was there nigh unto the mountains a great herd of swine feeding.

12 And all the devils besought him, saying, Send us into the swine, that we may enter into them.
13 And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean spirits went out, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the sea, (they were about two thousand;) and were choked in the sea.

If God does allow satan, devils, demons, evil spirits to torment people today, and I believe He does, even to His Elect, His Called, those Chosen of God, the True Worshipers, those Born Again, yet God does so with the goal of our good and His Glory:
Romans 8:28
28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.
Just as in Job’s case, satan and his devils, demons, evil spirits, can do only what God allows them to do:
Job 1:12
12 And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the Lord.
Job 2:6
6 And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life.

Satan, devils, demons, evil spirits sent by God can never act independently of God’s Sovereign and perfect Will and purpose. If True Worshipers, Born Again Believers suspect they are being tormented by demonic forces, the first response is to repent of any known sin. Next, we should ask for spiritual discernment, knowledge, wisdom to understand what we are to learn from the situation. Finally, we are to submit to whatever God has allowed in our lives, drink of the cup God has provided, www.alemattec.com/The Cup.doc, trusting that it will result in the building up of our Faith and to the Glory of God.  Evil spirits never were and are no match for the Power/Authority of God.

Ephesians 6:10–12
10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.

11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.
1 Corinthians 10:13
13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.
Yes, some of the most difficult passages in Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible are those that show God using satan, the devil, demons, or evil spirits for God's Own purpose. We know that God is not the cause of wickedness or evil.  However,  God uses the evil in this world, that which is of satan, the devil, demons, evil spirits to do God's Will, for God's Glory, and for a Christian's good.


James 1:12-14

12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. 
13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:
14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.
 We must understand that God is not the source of wickedness, evil, though God created it:



Isaiah 45:4-12
4 For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me.

5 I am the Lord, and there is none else, there is no God beside me: I girded thee, though thou hast not known me:

6 That they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the west, that there is none beside me. I am the Lord, and there is none else.
7 I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the Lord do all these things.
8 Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness: let the earth open, and let them bring forth salvation, and let righteousness spring up together; I the Lord have created it.

9 Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker! Let the potsherd strive with the potsherds of the earth. Shall the clay say to him that fashioneth it, What makest thou? or thy work, He hath no hands?

10 Woe unto him that saith unto his father, What begettest thou? or to the woman, What hast thou brought forth?

11 Thus saith the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker, Ask me of things to come concerning my sons, and concerning the work of my hands command ye me.

12 I have made the earth, and created man upon it: I, even my hands, have stretched out the heavens, and all their host have I commanded.
  


Though God is not the source of wickedness, and God is not tempted nor does God tempt any man, God often uses the wicked, devils, demons, evil spirits, to perform His Own purpose.  How can God use satan, the devil, demons, and evil spirits to do His Perfect Will?  A quick Biblical Study of the cause of death would help at this point.  On one hand, God is clearly over death.



Deuteronomy 32:39
39 See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god with me: I kill, and I make alive; I wound, and I heal: neither is there any that can deliver out of my hand.

www.alemattec.com/The Lord of Hosts the God of Israel, I AM HE, the Lord thy God, I AM the Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Lord God, Jehovah God.doc



Certainly, God has full charge, Power/Authority over taking life.



Exodus 12:12-13

12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the Lord. 
13 And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.
So, what about the sending of evil spirits by the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, the Lord of Hosts, Jehovah God?  This may be more common in Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible than most people think.
Psalm 78:49
49 He cast upon them the fierceness of his anger, wrath, and indignation, and trouble, by sending evil angels among them.
Judges 9:23-25

23 Then God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and the men of Shechem; and the men of Shechem dealt treacherously with Abimelech:

24 That the cruelty done to the threescore and ten sons of Jerubbaal might come, and their blood be laid upon Abimelech their brother, which slew them; and upon the men of Shechem, which aided him in the killing of his brethren.

25 And the men of Shechem set liers in wait for him in the top of the mountains, and they robbed all that came along that way by them: and it was told Abimelech.
1 Kings 22:20-23
20 And the Lord said, Who shall persuade Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ramothgilead? And one said on this manner, and another said on that manner.
21 And there came forth a spirit, and stood before the Lord, and said, I will persuade him.
Note:  This spirit came not from the Heavenly Host of Spirits – for they are pure and Holy spirits, and impeccable, and cannot lie nor deceive.  This one was an evil spirit, who came forth from satan, the father of lies, the old deceiver, who came forth from his own place and his own company.  This lying spirit then stood before the Lord and presented himself before Him, as satan did, Job 1:6.
22 And the Lord said unto him, Wherewith? And he said, I will go forth, and I will be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. And he said, Thou shalt persuade him, and prevail also: go forth, and do so.
23 Now therefore, behold, the Lord hath put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these thy prophets, and the Lord hath spoken evil concerning thee. 
Note:  The Lord God said I will cause all these "prophets" to tell lies. God would encourage Ahab to go up, and promising him success, as he had in former battles with the King of Syria, and which might his false prophets encourage him by such a prediction, and King Ahab believe it to be true.  This proposal was quite agreeable to the character of the devil, as the father of lies.  " . . . and he said, Thou shalt persuade him, and prevail also: . . ."  Not only make use of this artifice to persuade, but succeed also, in that the Lord knew that what should be suggested to these false prophets, they would deliver to King Ahab, which would be agreeable to his inclination.  Neither would God do anything in the course of His Providence to hinder its taking effect . . .  " . . . and prevail also:  go forth, and do so".  Which was giving leave to try his skill in the art of persuasion, in which he knew he would succeed, and bring on the Righteous Judgment of God upon King Ahab.
As we beforehand saw of King Saul, 1 Samuel 16:14-15; 1 Samuel 18:10; 1 Samuel 19:9.
What we see in these passages certainly follows a pattern. When God removes His protective Hand, God often turns the person over to satan for destruction or to an evil spirit for torment.  This, done, to a True Worship, one Born again is for his own good, and for God's Glory.  The devil, satan, demons, the evil spirits do the wicked work, but God has allowed them to do what comes natural to them for His Own Purpose and by His Own Will.  God does not commit wickedness, but God certainly uses these wicked spirits for His Perfect Purpose and Glory.

Luke 22
31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat:
32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.

Note:  The Lord Jesus Christ says that satan desired to have you, to sift you as wheat, shake your faith.  The clear implication is that I, the Almighty God, Revelation 1:8, under my Father, God the Father Who is greater than I, John 14:28; John 10:29-30, have given satan permission.  Christ Jesus then says that He, as the High Priest, has prayed for the Apostle Peter, that the Lord Jesus Christ has approved satan's request, and that when the Apostle Peter is returned (converted) then Peter can strengthen the Brethren.
John 13:20-27
20 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that receiveth whomsoever I send receiveth me; and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me.
21 When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit, and testified, and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me.
22 Then the disciples looked one on another, doubting of whom he spake.

23 Now there was leaning on Jesus' bosom one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved.

24 Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, that he should ask who it should be of whom he spake.

25 He then lying on Jesus' breast saith unto him, Lord, who is it?
26 Jesus answered, He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when I have dipped it. And when he had dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon.


Note:  A sop, a morsel, i.e.:  a mouthful – either meat or bread.  Most likely bread, possibly dipped in olive oil.

27 And after the sop Satan entered into him. Then said Jesus unto him, That thou doest, do quickly.
Amos 3:6
6 Shall a trumpet be blown in the city, and the people not be afraid? shall there be evil in a city, and the Lord hath not done it? 
Note:  God the Father created ALL things by Jesus Christ.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth CREATED all things – including evil for God's glory.  Either the Lord Jesus Christ did, or did not, create ALL things . . .
Ephesians 3:9
9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: 
John 1:1-3


1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

2 The same was in the beginning with God.
3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.
Colossians 1:12-20

12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light:
13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:
14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:
15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:
16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:

17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.
18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.

19 For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell;

20 And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.
Click here to see other examples of God sending evil spirits . . .
https://www.biblegateway.com/quicksearch/?quicksearch=evil+spirit&qs_version=KJV
1 Corinthians 10:14
14 Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry.
 
Galatians 5:19-25
19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,
20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,

21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.

25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

Woman Preaching is Covetness, idolatry . . . 
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Malachi 3:16-18
16 Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name.
Note:  www.alemattec.com/Reverend, fear Him . . . .doc
17 And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.

18 Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not.
The Covenant God made with Abraham, was not done away with by the giving of the Law to Moses. The Covenant was made with "Abraham and his Seed".  The Covenant with Abraham and his Seed still in force; as the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth forever abideth in His Person as He lives forevermore, Revelation 1:10-18, and so too does the Lord Jesus Christ's Spiritual Seed, the True Worshipers, those Called of God, the Saints of God, those Born Again who are the Lord Jesus Christ's by Faith in Him, alone, for their Salvation. By this we learn the difference between the Promises of the Law (to Moses) and those of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. The Promises of the Law to Moses are made to EVERY man.  The Promises of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth are made first to the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and then by Him to those who are by Faith ingrafted into the Lord Jesus Christ, alone, for their Salvation, as was Zacchaeus, Luke 19:8-10. Rightly dividing the Word of Truth, a great difference must be put between the Promise and the Law, as to the inward affections, and the whole practice of life. When the Promise to those by Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is mingled with the Law given to Moses, it makes the Promises of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, i.e.:  Grace, nothing but the Law (the Law of Moses is a "works" system, and those under it cursed of God), Galatians 3; 

 HYPERLINK "https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+3%3B+Romans+11%3A1-6&version=KJV"
Romans 11:1-6.

John 1:11-13
11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not.

Note:  The Lord Jesus Christ came to the Jews (His Own people,) but they would NOT receive Him, i.e.:  would NOT receive the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth by Faith.  
12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:

Note:  But as many as RECEIVED Him, i.e.:  RECEIVED the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth BY FAITH.  This Faith is NOT something chosen or done by man through his "free will," -- but is GIVEN to him, done unto him, by measure, done UNTO him by God, Romans 12:1-3, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.  Those by Faith Chosen by God the Father, and given to the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, John 17:1-2.  (Also, note the verse directly below).  
13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
Note:  Let then the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth be always before our eyes, as a sure argument for the defense of the Faith, against dependence on ANY man, any human's righteousness.  The True Saints of God, the True Worshipers, those Called of God, those Born Again are Called to be Salt to the world (world, i.e.:  satan's family) AND Salt to the world (world:  i.e.:  God's family), 

www.alemattec.com/What in the world does the word 'WORLD' mean in the Greek . . . .doc. 


Salt does FOUR things:  Preserves keeping them from becoming COMPLETELY corrupted by satan.  Secondly, Salt makes one thirsty for the WORD OF GOD, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Gospel for their Salvation.  Thirdly, Salt is that with which sacrifices are sprinkled.  Fourth, Salt is used to season, to make ready one for Salvation.
The Apostle Paul declares his righteousness, that done by him to become or be righteous before God, as mere dung.  Salt, which is WHAT A True Worshiper, one Born Again IS SUPPOSED TO BE.  However, if he/she IS NOT SALT, does NOT go about preserving others through God's Word, and does NOT go about making people thirsty for God's Holy Word by the WORD OF GOD, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Gospel for their Salvation, they have become then NOT SALT.  Thus, if they (as salt) has lost its SALTINESS, i.e.:  those so called "Christians" and their fake self-righteousness is NOT SALT, have lost as SALT its saltiness, they (as salt) are then fit ONLY for the dunghill, as was the Apostle Paul's self-righteousness.
Philippians 3:7-11
7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.

8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,
9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:
10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;
11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.


Luke 14:34-35
34 Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be seasoned?
35 It is neither fit for the land, nor yet for the dunghill; but men cast it out. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.

Note:  Savour in the Greek means:  Tasteless, dull, useless, become foolish.  Salt does FOUR things:  Preserves keeping them from becoming COMPLETELY corrupted by satan.  Secondly, Salt makes one thirsty for the WORD OF GOD, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Gospel for their Salvation.  Thirdly, Salt is that with which sacrifices are sprinkled.  Fourth, Salt is used to season, to make ready one for Salvation.

Even in the physical world, salt was used to preserve, to season, to make flavorful, to make tasteful.  If salt lost it saltiness, it was good for nothing but the dunghill, therefore men would cast it out (to the dunghill).  So, too, in the Spiritual world, in that Christians are SALT.  If not, SALT, they are NOT Christian -- but make claim of the name only, and are hypocrites, actors, only acting as though they are Christian, having their own self-righteousness, not the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, alone.  When the Lord Jesus Christ Judges, they too, will be cast out into utter darkness, Hell, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, Matthew 22:1-13.


Colossians 4:6
6 Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.


Note:  Salt does FOUR things:  Preserves keeping them from becoming COMPLETELY corrupted by satan.  Secondly, Salt makes one thirsty for the WORD OF GOD, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Gospel for their Salvation.  Thirdly, Salt is that with which sacrifices are sprinkled.  Fourth, Salt is used to season, to make ready one for Salvation.

Mark 9:49
49 For every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt.
Note:  Every True Saint of God, every True Worshipers, every one Called by God, every Born Again Believer, the True Christian must be seasoned and joined into the New Covenant with the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth sprinkled by God with His blood by His Holy Word, Exodus 24:1-8; Hebrews 9:1-20; Hebrews 10:1-31; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; Revelation 1:4-6; Revelation 7:1-15, so that we may be both acceptable sacrifices unto God, and also so that in our being knit together we may season (Salt) one another.  Being so consecrated to God, by being seasoned with the incorruptible seed, 1 Peter 1:22-23, the incorruptible Word of God.  Every Disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth shall have fiery trials, tribulations to undergo.  Everyone who would be found an odor of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable and well-pleasing to God, must have such a salting, like the Levitical sacrifices required by God in Leviticus 2:13 below.
Salt does FOUR things:  Preserves keeping them from becoming COMPLETELY corrupted by satan.  Secondly, Salt makes one thirsty for the WORD OF GOD, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Gospel for their Salvation.  Thirdly, Salt is that with which sacrifices are sprinkled.  Fourth, Salt is used to season, to make ready one for Salvation.

Leviticus 2:13
13 And every oblation of thy meat offering shalt thou season with salt; neither shalt thou suffer the salt of the covenant of thy God to be lacking from thy meat offering: with all thine offerings thou shalt offer salt.

Note:  Salt does FOUR things:  Preserves keeping them from becoming COMPLETELY corrupted by satan.  Secondly, Salt makes one thirsty for the WORD OF GOD, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Gospel for their Salvation.  Thirdly, Salt is that with which sacrifices are sprinkled.  Fourth, Salt is used to season, to make ready one for Salvation.
Mark 9:50
50 Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his saltness, wherewith will ye season it? Have salt in yourselves, and have peace one with another.
Note:  Salt does FOUR things:  Preserves keeping them from becoming COMPLETELY corrupted by satan.  Secondly, Salt makes one thirsty for the WORD OF GOD, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Gospel for their Salvation.  Thirdly, Salt is that with which sacrifices are sprinkled.  Fourth, Salt is used to season, to make ready one for Salvation.
2 Peter 2:1-3
1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.

2 And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.
3 And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.
2 Peter 2:10-22
10 But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities.
11 Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation against them before the Lord.
12 But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption;

13 And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in the day time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings while they feast with you;

14 Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children:

15 Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;
16 But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the madness of the prophet.
17 These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever.
18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.

19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.

20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.

21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.

22 But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.

Mark 7:21-23
21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders,

22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness:
23 All these evil things come from within, and defile the man.
Hebrews 13:5
5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.
Colossians 3:5-7

5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:

6 For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience:
7 In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them.
Note:  Covetousness, which is rebellion, disobedience, stubbornness to God’s Word, is sin (iniquity – which is wickedness,  unrighteousness) and idolatry . . .
1 Samuel 15:23
23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, he hath also rejected thee from being king.
Covetousness, which is rebellion -- or disobedience to God’s Word, is sin (iniquity – which is wickedness,  unrighteousness) and idolatry . . .
Matthew 15:9
9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.
1 John 5:21
21 Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen. 
Jude 1:24-25
24 Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,

25 To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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