Matthew 5:33-37

33 Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths:

34 But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne:

35 Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King.

36 Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair white or black.
37 But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.
Note:  Again, "Yea, yes," or "Nay, no" is enough, for a righteous man's yea, is yes, and his nay, is no, in that his word in answering yes or no is sufficient.  Our answer to anyone's questions should simply be "yes", or if required to repeat to the positive, to double, "yes, yes".  Also, if in response to someone's questions we should answer in the negative, then "no," or if required to repeat to reaffirm our answer to the negative, then "no, no".  Whatsoever is more cometh from an evil conscience, or directly from satan, the devil.  As it makes one doubt the response spoken as truth by a man who has to confirm every assertion of his by an oath.  There are those who, following their answer to a specific question, particularly if required to repeat their answer would swear an oath.  Being annoyed at having to repeat their answer, they would swear an oath, or would follow with swearing and cursing.  In doing this, even when telling the truth, an oath or swearing is but to render their answer more suspicious. Those who would swallow a profane oath, one who swears using profanity, will not strain at a offering a lie.
"But let your speech be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: . . ."   That is, let your speech, in your every day common conversation, and daily business life, when you answer to anything in the affirmative, let it simply be "yea or yes," and when you answer to anything in the negative, "nay or no".


The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth did not not intend to abolish, then, when He spoke these words -- in advance of the general abrogation of the Ceremonial Law, those statutes of Moses which allowed, and in some instances required, the administration of an oath.

Exodus 22:10-11

10 If a man deliver unto his neighbour an ass, or an ox, or a sheep, or any beast, to keep; and it die, or be hurt, or driven away, no man seeing it:
11 Then shall an oath of the Lord be between them both, that he hath not put his hand unto his neighbour's goods; and the owner of it shall accept thereof, and he shall not make it good.

Numbers 5:10-22
10 And every man's hallowed things shall be his: whatsoever any man giveth the priest, it shall be his.

11 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

12 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If any man's wife go aside, and commit a trespass against him,

13 And a man lie with her carnally, and it be hid from the eyes of her husband, and be kept close, and she be defiled, and there be no witness against her, neither she be taken with the manner;

14 And the spirit of jealousy come upon him, and he be jealous of his wife, and she be defiled: or if the spirit of jealousy come upon him, and he be jealous of his wife, and she be not defiled:

15 Then shall the man bring his wife unto the priest, and he shall bring her offering for her, the tenth part of an ephah of barley meal; he shall pour no oil upon it, nor put frankincense thereon; for it is an offering of jealousy, an offering of memorial, bringing iniquity to remembrance.

16 And the priest shall bring her near, and set her before the Lord:

17 And the priest shall take holy water in an earthen vessel; and of the dust that is in the floor of the tabernacle the priest shall take, and put it into the water:

18 And the priest shall set the woman before the Lord, and uncover the woman's head, and put the offering of memorial in her hands, which is the jealousy offering: and the priest shall have in his hand the bitter water that causeth the curse:
19 And the priest shall charge her by an oath, and say unto the woman, If no man have lain with thee, and if thou hast not gone aside to uncleanness with another instead of thy husband, be thou free from this bitter water that causeth the curse:

20 But if thou hast gone aside to another instead of thy husband, and if thou be defiled, and some man have lain with thee beside thine husband:
21 Then the priest shall charge the woman with an oath of cursing, and the priest shall say unto the woman, The Lord make thee a curse and an oath among thy people, when the Lord doth make thy thigh to rot, and thy belly to swell;

22 And this water that causeth the curse shall go into thy bowels, to make thy belly to swell, and thy thigh to rot: And the woman shall say, Amen, amen.

Judicial oaths of the Law of Moses then were not included in the prohibition. This conclusion is also reached when we interpret the prohibition in the light of authoritative examples of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible.  We find that God swore by Himself, and there was no authority Higher to swear by:
Genesis 22:16-18
16 And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son:

17 That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies;

18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.

Hebrews 6:13-20

13 For when God made promise to Abraham, because he could swear by no greater, he sware by himself,
14 Saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee.

15 And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise.
16 For men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife.
17 Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath:
18 That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:

19 Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil;

20 Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.

Also, speaking of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Only Begotten Son of the Father, God the Father swore an oath:
Hebrews 7:21
21 (For those priests were made without an oath; but this with an oath by him that said unto him, The Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec:)
The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth answered under a strict oath, by the living God, before the Sanhedrin:
Matthew 26:63-66
63 But Jesus held his peace, And the high priest answered and said unto him, I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God.
Note:  Adjure in the Greek means:  I adjure, put to oath.  Properly, to adjure, meaning putting someone under strict oath. 

64 Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.

65 Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath spoken blasphemy; what further need have we of witnesses? behold, now ye have heard his blasphemy.

66 What think ye? They answered and said, He is guilty of death.
Revelation 10:5-6
5 And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven,
6 And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer:
Judicial oaths, i.e.:  Oaths before or relating to Courts of Law or judges, and oaths taken in the Name of God on occasions of solemn religious importance, are not included in the prohibition spoken of by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth concerning a Christians response, i.e.:  "Yea," or "Nay".
Matthew 23:18
18 And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is nothing; but whosoever sweareth by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty.

Note:  "And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is nothing: . . ."  Meaning, "He has incurred no debt, he is NOT a debtor" to God by such swearing.
 ". . . but whosoever sweareth by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty."  Meaning: "He is a debtor". 


Matthew 23:16
16 Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say, Whosoever shall swear by the temple, it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear by the gold of the temple, he is a debtor!

Note:  " . . . Whosoever shall swear by the temple, . . ."  That is the gold that adorned the Temple itself, " . . . it is nothing; . . ." 
" . . . but whosoever shall swear by the gold of the temple, . . ."  That is, whoever would swear by the Corban, (Corban:  Gold set apart upon the Altar as a gift or offering to God for sacred use).  ". . . he is a debtor!".

Mark 7:11-13

11 But ye say, If a man shall say to his father or mother, It is Corban, that is to say, a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; he shall be free.

Note:  Corban that is, "An oblation" meaning, any unbloody offering or gift dedicated to sacred uses. Corban in the Greek means:  A gift, or an offering, anything consecrated to God.  Properly, Corban is a gift, an offering, dedicated to God, and misused by the Jews as a way to evade their rightful duty to God to care for aged parents, saying that as they had made this gift or offering to God, this Corban, they no longer were debtors to God for care of their parents.

12 And ye suffer him no more to do ought for his father or his mother;
13 Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such like things do ye.
Matthew 23:19-22

19 Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gift, or the altar that sanctifieth the gift?
Note:  The Altar is greater, see Exodus 29:37, for the answer.


20 Whoso therefore shall swear by the altar, sweareth by it, and by all things thereon.

21 And whoso shall swear by the temple, sweareth by it, and by him that dwelleth therein.

22 And he that shall swear by heaven, sweareth by the throne of God, and by him that sitteth thereon.
Note:  Verses 20-22, use verse 19 for your understanding.
2 Corinthians 1:16-19
16 And to pass by you into Macedonia, and to come again out of Macedonia unto you, and of you to be brought on my way toward Judaea.
17 When I therefore was thus minded, did I use lightness? or the things that I purpose, do I purpose according to the flesh, that with me there should be yea yea, and nay nay?

Note:  The Apostle Paul here says do l purpose according to the flesh? Do I consult myself when answering you, or do I seek the Word of God? Do I act in my own interest and advantage? Do I seek the gratification of any carnal affection, as covetousness, ambition, or vain glory? What sinister end could I have been obtained, if I had come as I purposed, or is answered by my not coming? When I have purposed anything, have I resolved upon it in my own strength? Have I thought it lay in my own power to effect it, instead of God's?  Has there appeared such contradictions in my words, and such inconstancy in my conduct, that my "yeas" are really "nays," and my "nays" are really yeas?" That I say one thing at one time, and another at another time, and therefore am double-minded?  Or both one thing that opposes another in the same breath? That I should say one thing, and mean another, on purpose to deceive, and change my mind and conduct without any reason?  I'm telling you, ". . .that with me there should be yea yea, and nay nay?"  Have I thought to purpose things according to my own power to effect it?  That with me there should be yea, yea, and nay, nay? That is, as if I could make my "yea" continue "yea," and my "nay" continue nay?," when all actions are weighed by God, and all events are at His disposal.  Man appoints or purposes things, makes plans, and God disappoints.  Who can help these things? 
18 But as God is true, our word toward you was not yea and nay.

19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us, even by me and Silvanus and Timotheus, was not yea and nay, but in him was yea.
Note:  The Apostle Paul's words had no contradiction in them.  Each part agreed together, was entirely harmonious, and consistent with the rest of the Word of God. Their Doctrine, the Apostle Paul's, Silvanus and Timothy was, that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the Son of God, truly and properly God and fully man.  That the Lord Jesus Christ took upon Him the Office of a Mediator, and executes it before God and man, as the Only or Sole Mediator.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the only Savior of sinners.  That God the Father has Chosen a certain number in Christ Jesus before the foundation of the world, and God has made a Covenant with them alone in Christ Jesus, and blessed them in Him.  That the Lord Jesus Christ has redeemed them by His blood.  That these redeemed of the Lord Jesus Christ are regenerated by God's Holy Spirit and the Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and are justified by His Righteousness, alone, and shall finally persevere, and be partakers of Eternal Life.  Which is the Doctrine, and Truth that the Apostle Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy Preached which is all of a piece, one whole, and in it is no yea and nay. Yea and nay Doctrines do not stand God's Word.  Yea and nay Doctrines such as the possibility of Salvation of the non-Elect, the salvageability (Salvage:  The act of Saving someone that is in danger of being completely destroyed) of all men, universal redemption, justification by faith alone, and by the works of the Law.  Conversion, partly by God's Grace, and partly by the will of man.  Preparatory works, offers, and days of Grace.  Doubting final perseverance.  Each of these, are Doctrines of Yeas or Nays. This was not true of the Ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Apostles, and their close associates.  In Him was yea ONLY.  The Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ is His, as it comes from Him, and has been faithfully Preached by His Apostles, and faithful Ministers, is all of a piece, as one whole, and in it is no yea and nay, but in Him (and them, the Apostle's and His faithful Ministers) was yea only.  The Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ is constant and invariable strain, and by which it may be known and distinguished, is, to display the free, rich, and Sovereign Grace of God, to magnify and exalt the Person and Offices of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, to debase the creature, and to engage persons to the performance of good works, on Gospel principles, and by Gospel motives, and for right ends to Glorify God through His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.
James 5:10-12

10 Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience.

11 Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.
12 But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation.
Note:  Again, "Yea, yes," or "Nay, no" is enough, for a righteous man's yea, is yes, and his nay, is no, in that his word in answering yes or no is sufficient.  Our answer to anyone's questions should simply be "yes", or if required to repeat to the positive, to double, "yes, yes".  Also, if in response to someone's questions we should answer in the negative, then "no," or if required to repeat to reaffirm our answer to the negative, then "no, no".  Whatsoever is more cometh from an evil conscience, or directly from satan, the devil.  As it makes one doubt the response spoken as truth by a man who has to confirm every assertion of his by an oath.  There are those who, following their answer to a specific question, particularly if required to repeat their answer would swear an oath.  Being annoyed at having to repeat their answer, they would swear an oath, or would follow with swearing and cursing.  In doing this, even when telling the truth, an oath or swearing is but to render their answer more suspicious. Those who would swallow a profane oath, one who swears using profanity, will not strain at a offering a lie.

"But let your speech be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: . . ."   That is, let your speech, in your every day common conversation, and daily business life, when you answer to anything in the affirmative, let it simply be "yea or yes," and when you answer to anything in the negative, "nay or no".


The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth did not not intend to abolish, then, when He spoke these words -- in advance of the general abrogation of the Ceremonial Law, those statutes of Moses which allowed, and in some instances required, the administration of an oath.

-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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