In "church services" all across this nation, and world, people gather and go through rituals and traditions and sing songs and listen to sermons trusting that those "sermons" are taught be godly men, Called men, to speak the Truth of God.  Sadly, though, many (I dare to say most, the vast majority today) of those sermons can be bought on WEB sites set up for "pastors," pre-made, no thought given "sermons".   Others, are simply stolen off the Internet.  After all, they've got a job to do, and are well paid for this job.  They have to produce something.

They simply do not have messages which has moved the "pastor" in his heart from God.  They are not hearing what God wants to say to His Church. God is a Living God, and He does have things to say from His Word today.  We are to study, to find ourselves approved, and constantly in prayer, and that takes both discernment and hearing, and this only comes from spending time with Him!  Certainly, then, a Pastor should above all people Know Him, and know what is required of him, to study, stay in prayer, see things with spiritual eyes and ears, and speak the Truth of God.

People get up and "go to church" and do this Sunday after Sunday following this ritual maybe their whole lives believing THIS is the high calling of Christianity (going to "church" and hearing a sermon) and that they have fulfilled their duty.  However, this is so far from what is expecting by God and what is on the heart of our God for us.  Not knowing, by these "church people who regular go to 'church,' and claim God as their own, but never know Him," as They are lovers of self, and act as though they are "the Hamburger and God the "Helper"!

We weren't created and called to traditions and rituals and services.  We were reconciled unto God the Father into a Covenant Relationship with this Almighty God, and told we could approach Him without restriction, and that we can KNOW HIM.  In fact, we are told that in order to do this, that God is to be our First Love. The Greatest Commandment given unto us is . . .

Matthew 22:35-40

35 Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him, and saying,

36 Master, which is the great commandment in the law?

37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.

38 This is the first and great commandment.

39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.


God has told us to "gather in His name." Why? Is a body made up of only a hand?  Only a foot?  If we gather what we are, the hand or the foot to ourselves, we don't have a body.  When two or more are gather, the Head then arrives, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and makes two or more a complete body, the simplest form of a Church.

Matthew 18:20
20For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.

The Holy Spirit was sent to point us to the Lord Jesus of Nazareth.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth came to reconcile us back to the Father.  They, the Holy Trinity:  God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are working together, under God the Father's plan to bring His Chosen to Him, so that we would awaken to the fact that it's no longer us that lives, but that it is Christ Jesus that lives in us.  Therefore, the question is asked?



1 Corinthians 3:16
16Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?

Oh, and by the way, the Apostles Peter and Paul then expounds further and says, just for your information, you are NOT in charge of you.  You do NOT own you, but have been bought with a price, the precious blood of the Lamb of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

1 Corinthians 6:19
19What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?

1 Corinthians 6:20
20For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

1 Corinthians 7:23
23Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men.


1 Peter 1:18-21 

18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;

19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:

20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you,

21 Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God.



The reason there are so many powerless "churches" today is that they have LOST their First Love:  the powerful, Mighty God, the Wonderful Counselor, the Prince of Peace, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  The Apostle Peter at the Gate beautiful in the Book of Acts, the Acts of the Apostles, new what Truth was, and when a lame beggar came and asked for money, the Apostle Peter said, 6 Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.  What did the Apostle Peter Have?  He had God's Holy Spirit in him teaching him of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  (The Apostles didn't live like those in the "churches" today, pope, Bishops, Elders, Deacons, etc . . . who all have a salary and a retirement).  The Apostles worked with their hands, and had nothing, not even a certain place to lay their heads.

Acts 3: 1-26
1 Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour.

2 And a certain man lame from his mother's womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple;

3 Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple asked an alms.

4 And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said, Look on us.

5 And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive something of them.

6 Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.

7 And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength.

8 And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God.

9 And all the people saw him walking and praising God:

10 And they knew that it was he which sat for alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple: and they were filled with wonder and amazement at that which had happened unto him.

11 And as the lame man which was healed held Peter and John, all the people ran together unto them in the porch that is called Solomon's, greatly wondering.

12 And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had made this man to walk?

13 The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let him go.

14 But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto you;

15 And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses.

16 And his name through faith in his name hath made this man strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which is by him hath given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all.

17 And now, brethren, I wot that through ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers.

18 But those things, which God before had shewed by the mouth of all his prophets, that Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled.

19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord.

20 And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you:

21 Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.

22 For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you.

23 And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people.

24 Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and those that follow after, as many as have spoken, have likewise foretold of these days.

25 Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed.

26 Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from his iniquities.


Let's see what the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth taught His Apostles, and what became of these Apostles, which is completely different (exactly opposite) from what the "churches" in their health, wealth "doctrines" teach people:


Matthew 13:1-4

1 The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side.

2 And great multitudes were gathered together unto him, so that he went into a ship, and sat; and the whole multitude stood on the shore.

3 And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow;

4 And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up:


Explaining the parable of the Sower, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth explains Matthew 13:4 this way . . . the fowls of the air are of satan, and are the tares in the "churches" that grow into what they are not supposed to be . . .




Mark 4:15

15 And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts.



Matthew 13:26-32

26 But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also.

27 So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares?

28 He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up?

29 But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them.

30 Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.

31 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field:

32 Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof.

Note:  A mustard seed is a herb, the greatest of the herbs, but it is NOT a tree.  When it becomes something it is not supposed to be, "the churches today" the birds (fowls of the air) come and lodge (live in that false system, the false "church") in the branches thereof.  They are the tares.


Luke 13:31-33

31 The same day there came certain of the Pharisees, saying unto him, Get thee out, and depart hence: for Herod will kill thee.

32 And he said unto them, Go ye, and tell that fox, Behold, I cast out devils, and I do cures to day and to morrow, and the third day I shall be perfected.

33 Nevertheless I must walk to day, and to morrow, and the day following: for it cannot be that a prophet perish out of Jerusalem.




Matthew 8:19-20
19 And a certain scribe came, and said unto him, Master, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest.
Note:  A certain Scribe, a Doctor of the Law seeks to follow the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth wherever He goes.  The Lord Jesus Christ says to him:

20 And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.

Foxes, as described above by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth are the rulers, the Kings, etc . . . , AND the birds of the air, the fowls, which are the tares that live in the "churches" have a place to call home (Where?  the "churches,") but the Son of Man, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has no place to lay his head.  So, the inference here is that following Him, following the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth will cost you everything.  You may be, or will be poor (according to the world's standards) but are rich in the Spirit of God, and have an Inheritance set up for you in Heaven, held by the very Power of God Himself.  Let's see how the Apostles lived . . .


The Apostle Paul, speaking for the other Apostles, showed they did not have anything to show for their Preaching, they had no certain place to lay their heads, and were broke, worked with their own hands to make a living.


1 Corinthians 4:8-13

8 Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings without us: and I would to God ye did reign, that we also might reign with you.

9 For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men.

10 We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised.

11 Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace;

12 And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it:

13 Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day.


Yes, the Apostle Paul mocked this evil "church," that in the name of Brother love, and not judging others allowed that which even the Gentiles, those who did NOT know God, would not even name (Not even name, or speak about it, or concerning it.  Not acceptable to speak about it).  Yes, there were at one time True Believers in the Church at Corinth, but it appears this “church” had been completely taken over by false Doctrine.  They had been given all the same gifts as the other Churches, but had fallen away.

Note:  Fornication means in the Greek:  Unlawful relationships, that which is not acceptable according to God's Law.
To prostitute one's body to the lust of another; to give one's self to unlawful sexual intercourse; to commit fornication by being given over to idolatry, i.e.:  to worship idols; to permit one's self to be drawn away by another into idolatry.

 
1 Corinthians 5:1-13

1 It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father's wife.

2 And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be taken away from among you.

3 For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done this deed,

Note:  Here, the Apostle Paul says, those he was absent in body, not present with them, but present in spirit, with and by the Holy Spirit with them, he had judged this matter as though he was present with them, concerning him that had done this deed.  Yes, we are called to judge, not by our standards, not by what "we feel, or what we might feel we believe," but we are Called to Judge using a righteous standard:  God's Law, His Holy Word.

4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ,

5 To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

6 Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?

Note:  They were glorying in the fact that they were "tolerant, applying Holy Scripture wrongly, and through "Brother love," accepted all, and quoted as the heathen, those who do not know God "not to judge," thus they allowed this fornication into their ranks.  This was a wrong application of Sound Doctrine, and was a corrupt "gospel," not the Gospel at all for there is only one Gospel, and this "Doctrine" they followed was leaven, and that a little of this false Doctrine corrupts the whole (Church).  Instead of leaven, corrupt Doctrine, they (we) were Called by God to be unleavened, following Sound Doctrine.

Leaven, in the Greek, comes from the root Transliterated word:  Zume, which means:  Inveterate (Inveterate means: firmly established by long persistence, the inveterate tendency to overlook the obvious, doing what is confirmed in a habit, and overlooking the obvious mental and moral corruption,) Doctrine that has become corrupt, viewed in its tendency to infect others.

7 Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:

8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

9 I wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with fornicators:

10 Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye needs go out of the world.

11 But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolator, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat.

12 For what have I to do to judge them also that are without? do not ye judge them that are within?

13 But them that are without God judgeth. Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked person.
Our Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth would say to the "churches" repent and do the first works"  The first works was dying to self, denying self, and coming after Him, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Exactly the opposite of one seeking their own will, self-willed, demanding their “right” to choose God. 


Matthew 16:24
24Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.

Mark 8:34
34And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.



Luke 9:23
23And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.


Luke 14:27
27And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.

As a former Gideon, I have gone to many "churches" where there is no knowledge of God, and they do not exalt His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the very Son of God, the Lord of Host, the Lord of Sabaoth, the great God, I AM, and the great God, the very son of God, the great "I AM HE," the Shepherd of Israel is treated as someone you are talking about in a far and distant country.

These "churches" led by their false "pastors" who most often are "stealing the show" self-promoting their latest and greatest "revelation" or "marketing/selling/merchandising "the gospel" for self gain.  Preaching and proclaiming they have been given "a vision" for their "church," when in fact this "vision" is for some project, some "church growth," mostly today it seems building a building, etc . . . and it is not about the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, but it is about the Anti one, this "pastor," who is an antichrist, who is working to deceive through false manifestations and experiences that do NOT line up with Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible.

Very much like what happened while Moses was up on Mount Sinai spending time with God, the people of Israel were building a golden calf, as they did not have enough gold to make the grown Bull worshiped by the Egyptians.  This golden calf, a baby Bull was nothing more than spiritual adultery, whoring after another "god," that is cheating on God, fornication.

God had given a Call to them to come unto Himself, and instead they forsook that Call for something else.  That is exactly what has happened all across this nation, for the false worship done in the "churches" today by those who "Go to Church" and worship falsely, not according to Sound Doctrine.  Many "churches" are full of people, overflowing "megachurches," but absent of the "first love," the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  They were called to return to the first works, that is, denying self, dying to self, by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone, and love one toward another.  Faith and love.

The first works:  faith and love:


Ephesians 1:15
15Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints,


Ephesians 3:16-21

16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man;

17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,

18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height;

19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.

20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,

21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.


Ephesians 6:23
23Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.


Colossians 1:1-8

1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timotheus our brother,

2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,

4 Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints,

5 For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel;

6 Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth:

7 As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear fellowservant, who is for you a faithful minister of Christ;

8 Who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit.



1 Thessalonians 1:1-4

1 Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians which is in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.

2 We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers;

3 Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father;

4 Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God.



1 Thessalonians 5:8
8But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation.




1 Timothy 1:14
14And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.


2 Timothy 1:13
13Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.


Philemon 1:4-6

4 I thank my God, making mention of thee always in my prayers,

5 Hearing of thy love and faith, which thou hast toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all saints;

6 That the communication of thy faith may become effectual by the acknowledging of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus.



Revelation 2:1-5

1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks;

2 I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:

3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.

4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.

5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.


Again, being Called to return to the first works:  faith and love, or else a curse.

They add Him, "Like God the Father "on the side," for They are lovers of self, and act as though they are "the Hamburger and God the "Helper"!  Instead, what should be written on their door is:  Ichabod, for God's True Glory has departed, and has been exchanged for "church" "having church" "going through the motions of what that entails, i.e.:  exercising a process over and over again, Sunday after Sunday absent of the first Love, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

1 Samuel 4:21
21And she named the child Ichabod, saying, The glory is departed from Israel: because the ark of God was taken, and because of her father in law and her husband.


The "churches" are absent of what WE WERE CREATED FOR. 

Ecclesiastes 12:13
13Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.

Not the Old Testament Law, for Born again Christians, True Worshipers are not under the Law, and we were not created to go through the motions, but we were created to both know and "Fall in Love" with an Almighty God by viewing Him, Who is a Spirit, through the "lens" of the Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace through a Covenant Relationship in His blood, provided by God the Father, as a sacrifice for the sins of His people, the True Worshipers, the Elect of God, through the Shedding of His Only Begotten Son's blood, knowing this first:  You are NOT in charge of you.  You do NOT own you, but have been bought with a price, the precious blood of the Lamb of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

1 Corinthians 6:20
20For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

1 Corinthians 7:23
23Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men.


1 Peter 1:18-21

18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;

19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:

20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you,

21 Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God.

-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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