One of the Official Roman Catholic WEB sites:
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15276b.htm
Note:  Their made up religion claiming the “popes” followed in line from the Apostle Peter.  Really?  This is their quote:  “There was probably a former residence, since, from the very beginning, the popes must have found a house of accommodation necessary in the vicinity of so prominent a basilica as St. Peter's”. 
Really?  Hummmm.  This ancient “church,” that has all this history, “lost that until the fourth and fifth centuries?  Me don’t think so. (<:)  The Roman Catholic "church" consolidated their power, in 380 A.D. under Theodosius I.  The Roman Catholic "church" came to power because of political power enforced by military strength of the Emperor Theodosius I.

Theodosius was born in Spain in the year 347. He was appointed Emperor of the East by Gratian when he was thirty-two. In 380, he passed De Fidel Catolica, a law which required all people except for the Jews to follow the orthodox creed of the Churches of Rome and Alexandria, Egypt. (These two places, Rome and Alexandria held the ancient knowledge of the occult.  After the destruction of the Ancient Library of Alexandria, that then left Rome alone with this ancient evil knowledge).
Amid the chaos of falling kingdoms and decaying pagan religions of the early centuries after the fall of the Roman Republic, the massive plans of the Papacy occupied the central place. They formed the point of integration, and constituted the principle around which the ancient world could wrap its wracked form. Constantine realized that in the vast, unorganized Christianity within his realm lay the essential principle of unity needed by his empire, and which later became the dominating concept in the Middle Ages. Rome is thus seen to be the meeting point of all history, the papal succession filling the space from Caesar, and Constantine, and Justinian, and binding all ages into one.

In 533 was given the notable decree of Justinian, pope John II powerful sixth-century supporter, recognizing his ecclesiastical supremacy, And by a decisive stroke of the Roman sword at Rome, in the spring of 538, the way was opened for a new order of popes and the beginning of a new epoch. And now in 1793, just 1260 years after Justinian's 533 imperial fiat, came the notable decree of the Papacy's once powerful supporter, France the oldest son of the church—aimed at the abolition of church and religion, and their unholy union with the state, followed by the decisive stroke of the sword at Rome in overthrow of the Papacy in 1798 — an act marking the end of the epoch begun 1260 years before.  Revelation 13:5 , Numbers 14:34, Ezekiel 4:6, General Louis-Alexandre Berthier entered Italy in 1798, invaded the Vatican, organized the Roman republic, and took the pope Pius VI as prisoner back to Valence (France) where, after a torturous journey under Berthier's supervision, the pope died, dealing a major blow to the Vatican's political power.  

Under General Berthier, General Haller, a Swiss Calvinist, with a band of his soldiers, broke into the chapel, and declared that the pope's reign was at an end.  His Swiss guards were dismissed, and republican soldiers substituted. Ferrara, Bologna, and Romagna (Peter's patrimony) were taken over, and the cardinals were stripped of authority and possessions. Eight were arrested and sent to the Civita Castellana. The glory, honor, and power had vanished. Soldiers were quartered in the papal palace. Such was the stroke of the sword at Rome. It was the end of an epoch in papal history long before predicted in the prophecies of the Holy Bible that would allow Rome supreme rule over the nations for 1260 years.
Libraries of the Vatican taken to France . . . 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inquisition

Following the French invasion of 1798, the new authorities sent 3,000 chests containing over 100,000 Inquisition documents to France from Rome. After the restoration of the Pope as the ruler of the Papal States after 1814, Roman Inquisition activity continued until the mid-19th century, notably in the well-publicised Mortara Affair (1858–1870). In 1908 the name of the Congregation became "The Sacred Congregation of the Holy Office", which in 1965 further changed to "Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith", as retained to the present day. The Pope appoints a cardinal to preside over the Congregation, which usually includes ten other cardinals, as well as a prelate and two assistants, all chosen from the Dominican Order.

Along with the Inquisition documents taken to France went books on the occult.  These occult books were and are part of the Hidden Archive, under the control of the “pope” at the Vatican today.

In Italy the reign of the pope of Rome was ended by a Swiss Calvinist leading the French military. Stripped of his possessions, and his temporal government abolished, the pope was carried away captive to the camp of the infidels, to die in a foreign land, where his priests had been slain and his name and office made a mockery, with Rome given up to plunder and desecration. Even as the pope was being hurried away from the scene of his dethronement — from the Sistine Chapel — he was taken, ironically enough, through a hall covered with a fresco representing the bloody massacre of St. Bartholomew's day.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Bartholomew's_Day_massacre
The St. Bartholomew's Day massacre (Massacre de la Saint-Barthélemy in French) in 1572 was a targeted group of assassinations, followed by a wave of Roman Catholic mob violence, both directed against the Huguenots (French Calvinist Protestants), during the French Wars of Religion. 

King Charles IX ordered the killing of a group of Huguenot leaders (Calvinist), including Coligny, and the slaughter spread throughout Paris. Lasting several weeks, the massacre expanded outward to other urban centres and the countryside. Modern estimates for the number of dead vary widely, from 5,000 to 30,000.

The Papal system, as a power in the Western church, experienced a significant triumph in 533 A.D. when the Roman Emperor, Justinian, recognized the Roman Holy See, the pope, as the highest ecclesiastical authority. We should not forget that this recognition remained the cornerstone of Justinian's Western policy throughout the rest of his life.  Justinian made it plain that he would do everything possible to make sure that the anyone opposing the Pope's power and theology would be destroyed. In other words, the church was being supported by the state, and therefore, a church-state union was born at that time.  Although the complete and final defeat of the Ostrogoths did not come until 554, yet the year A.D. 538 was the beginning of their ultimate demise, a fact that is supported by Gibbons: "...the whole nation of the Ostrogoths had been assembled for the attack, and was almost entirely consumed in the seige of Rome." One third of the Ostrogoths were finally killed during the seige in A.D. 538. Whatever they did after A.D. 538 may be seen as only the last gasps of a doomed and dying nation. Within 16 years of that seige, they would be completely defeated. Although they experienced a few successes before that time, yet the final outcome was a forgone conclusion based on the defeat they received at the hands of Belisarius and his band of veterans.  As a result of the Goth's take-over of Rome in A.D 549, the pope Vigilius "adjured [Justinian] in the name of God and the people, to resume the conquest and deliverance of Italy," which the emperor did in order to support the pope's authority in the West.
The Roman Catholic "church" though they are called Christians in name, are really Gentiles, pagan, heathen in their false worship and practice.  Their false worship of Angels, saints, and images (images which are idols they call icons to confuse the unlearned), and the Roman Catholic "churches" persecuting the followers of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth that hate their false worship. These Gentiles (Papists) take away the daily sacrifice, and set up the abomination that maketh the visible church of Christ desolate for the space of some 1260 years.
The Royal Library of Alexandria, or Ancient Library of Alexandria, in Alexandria, Egypt, was the largest and most significant library of the ancient world.[1] It flourished under the patronage of the Ptolemaic dynasty and functioned as a major center of scholarship from its construction in the 3rd century BC until the Roman conquest of Egypt in 30 BC. The library was conceived and opened either during the reign of Ptolemy I Soter (323–283 BC), or during the reign of his son Ptolemy II (283–246 BC).[2]

During Plutarch's (AD 46–120) visit to Alexandria in 48 BC, he wrote that Julius Caesar had accidentally burned the library down when he set fire to his own ships to frustrate Achillas' attempt to limit his ability to communicate by sea.[3] 
The Pentateuch is a term first used in the Hellenistic Judaism of Alexandria, meaning five books, or as the Law, or Law of Moses.  Alexandria was a great center of both philosophical and theological scholarship, including a relatively large population of both Jews and Christians.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vatican_Secret_Archives


 HYPERLINK "http://www.crystalinks.com/libraryofalexandria.html"
http://www.crystalinks.com/libraryofalexandria.html
Over the years, Theodosius destroyed pagan temples and Arian churches (The Arian concept of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is that the Son of God did not always exist, but was created by—and is therefore distinct from—God the Father.) , and turned those he preserved into Catholic basilicas.   Arian's error is the same as Jehovah Witness in that they believe the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was only created, and did not always exist with God the Father.
Note:  The Greek word for “firstborn” is prototokos, a term with roots in the Old Testament. When the word is used literally, it can denote the first that comes from the womb, whether of man or beast.

Exodus 13:2
2 Sanctify unto me all the firstborn, whatsoever openeth the womb among the children of Israel, both of man and of beast: it is mine.

However, “firstborn” is also an expression of rank, or preeminence.  A clear example of this is seen in:

Jeremiah 31:9
9 They shall come with weeping, and with supplications will I lead them: I will cause them to walk by the rivers of waters in a straight way, wherein they shall not stumble: for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.

Here, Ephraim (a symbol for the Kingdom of Israel) is called the Lord’s “firstborn,” although Manasseh was born first as Ephraim’s older brother:


Genesis 48:14
14 And Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid it upon Ephraim's head, who was the younger, and his left hand upon Manasseh's head, guiding his hands wittingly; for Manasseh was the firstborn.

Thus, in this context “firstborn” is employed as a designation for primacy, the one who is greater, the one to reign supreme or over:


Genesis 48:15-19
15 And he blessed Joseph, and said, God, before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all my life long unto this day,

16 The Angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and let my name be named on them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.

17 And when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand upon the head of Ephraim, it displeased him: and he held up his father's hand, to remove it from Ephraim's head unto Manasseh's head.

18 And Joseph said unto his father, Not so, my father: for this is the firstborn; put thy right hand upon his head.

19 And his father refused, and said, I know it, my son, I know it: he also shall become a people, and he also shall be great: but truly his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his seed shall become a multitude of nations.

In Psalm 89, God the Father said regarding King David:  Also I will make him (King David) my firstborn, higher than the kings of the earth.

Psalm 89:20-37

20 I have found David my servant; with my holy oil have I anointed him:

21 With whom my hand shall be established: mine arm also shall strengthen him.

22 The enemy shall not exact upon him; nor the son of wickedness afflict him.

23 And I will beat down his foes before his face, and plague them that hate him.

24 But my faithfulness and my mercy shall be with him: and in my name shall his horn be exalted.

25 I will set his hand also in the sea, and his right hand in the rivers.

26 He shall cry unto me, Thou art my father, my God, and the rock of my salvation.

27 Also I will make him my firstborn, higher than the kings of the earth.

28 My mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and my covenant shall stand fast with him.

29 His seed also will I make to endure for ever, and his throne as the days of heaven.

30 If his children forsake my law, and walk not in my judgments;

31 If they break my statutes, and keep not my commandments;

32 Then will I visit their transgression with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes.

33 Nevertheless my lovingkindness will I not utterly take from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail.

34 My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips.

35 Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto David.

36 His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before me.

37 It shall be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven. Selah.


The Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is everlasting (Ever existing, always existing).


Isaiah 9:6
6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.


Micah 5:2
2 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.

John 17:5
5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.

2 Timothy 1:8-12
8 Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God;

9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,

10 But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel:

11 Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.

12 For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.

Hebrews 1:13
13 But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool?

1 Peter 3:22
22 Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him.


Revelation 22:13
13 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.

In 392, the western emperor Valentinian II was killed by the pagan general Arbogast, who made a pro-heathen Christian named Eugenius the emperor. Outraged at the murder of Valentinian and the pagan restoration, Theodosius built up an army to make the West believers in Our Lord Jesus. At the Frigidus in 394, his armies defeated those of the west. Eugenius was killed. Arbogast fled into the mountains and ended up killing himself -- the end for a wicked coward. Now Catholicism was enforced across the empire. But on January 17,395 Theodosius died. He was the last strong western emperor.


Gratian (pron.: /ˈɡreɪʃən/; Latin: Flavius Gratianus Augustus;[1] 18 April/23 May 359 – 25 August 383) was Roman Emperor from 375 to 383. The eldest son of Valentinian I, during his youth Gratian accompanied his father on several campaigns along the Rhine and Danube frontiers. Upon the death of Valentinian in 375, Gratian's brother Valentinian II was declared emperor by his father's soldiers.  Gratian was the ruler of the entire Roman Empire. Gratian favored Christianity over traditional pagan Roman religion, refusing the divine attributes of the Emperors and removing the Altar of Victory from the Roman Senate.  He refused to accept the the title, Pontifex Maximus which was the title of the Emperors held being the head of the pagan Roman religion.  The Pontifex Maximus (Latin, literally: "greatest pontiff") was the high priest of the College of Pontiffs (Collegium Pontificum) in ancient Rome. This was the most important position in the ancient pagan Roman religion, open only to patricians until 254 B.C., when a plebeian first occupied this post. A distinctly religious office under the early Roman Republic, it gradually became politicized until, beginning with Augustus, it was subsumed into the Imperial office. Its last use with reference to the emperors is in inscriptions of Gratian[1] (reigned 375–383 A.D.) who, however, then decided to omit the words "Pontifex Maximus" from his title.[2][3]

Gratian who favored Christianity over traditional pagan Roman religion refused the Title, but the new Roman Catholic "pope" which had corrupted True Christianity by dragging in the Old Testament Priesthood into the "church," and the worship of false gods such as Baal, accepted the Title of Pontifex Maximus, head of the PAGAN ROMAN "religion".

The word "Pontifex" later became a term used for Christian bishops,[4] including the Bishop of Rome,[5] and the title of "Pontifex Maximus" was applied within the Roman Catholic Church to the Pope as its chief bishop. It is not included in the Pope's official titles,[6] but appears on buildings, monuments and coins of popes from the Renaissance to modern times.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontifex_maximus

The Altar of Victory was located in the Roman Senate House (the Curia) and bore a gold statue of the goddess Victory. The altar was established by Octavian (later Augustus) in 29 BC to commemorate the defeat of Antony and Cleopatra at the Battle of Actium.

The altar was removed from the curia by the Christian emperor Constantius II in 357. It was later restored by the emperor Julian, who was the only emperor after the conversion of Constantine I to reject Christianity. The altar was again removed by Gratian in 382.

After Gratian's death, Quintus Aurelius Symmachus, a senator and Prefect of Rome who sought to preserve Rome's religious traditions, in 384 wrote to the new emperor Valentinian II requesting the restoration of the altar. His request was met with strong resistance from Ambrose, Bishop of Milan. The imperial court at that time resided at Milan, and Ambrose held a great deal of influence over the young emperor. The request was denied.

Further petitions to restore the Alter of Victory were deflected in 391 by an edict of the Christian emperor Theodosius I as part of his efforts to ensure that Christianity was the only religion practiced in the Empire. The Alter of Victory was restored by the usurper Eugenius during his short-lived rule (392-394), according to Paulinus of Milan in his Life of Ambrose.
In ancient pagan Roman religion, Victoria was the personified goddess of victory. She is the Roman equivalent of the Greek goddess Nike, and was associated with Bellona. She was adapted from the Sabine agricultural goddess Vacuna and had a temple on the Palatine Hill. The goddess Vica Pota was also sometimes identified with Victoria.

Unlike the Greek Nike, the goddess Victoria (Latin for "victory") was a major part of Roman society. Multiple temples were erected in her honor. When her statue was removed in 382 CE by Emperor Gratianus there was much anger in Rome. She was normally worshiped by triumphant generals returning from war.

Also unlike the Greek Nike, who was known for success in athletic games such as chariot races, Victoria was a symbol of victory over death and determined who would be successful during war.

Victoria appears widely on Roman coins, jewelry, architecture, and other arts. She is often seen with or in a chariot, as in the late 18th-century sculpture representing Victory in a quadriga on the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin, Germany; "Il Vittoriano" in Rome has two.

Winged figures, very often in pairs, representing victory and referred to as "victories", were common in Roman official iconography, typically hovering high in a composition, and often filling spaces in spandrels or other gaps in architecture. These represent the spirit of victory rather than the goddess herself. They continued to appear after Christianization of the Empire, and slowly mutated into "Christian Angels".  Examples of Victoria "victories," "Angels" appear on the Arch de Triump in Paris:
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Paris_Arc_de_Triomphe_06.jpg       http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Paris_Arc_de_Triomphe_07B.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bas_relief_from_Arch_of_Marcus_Aurelius_triumph_chariot.jpg
Architectural history of the Vatican Palace

It is certain that Pope Symmachus (498-514 A.D.) built a residence to the right and left of St. Peter's and immediately contiguous to it. There was probably a former residence, since, from the very beginning, the popes must have found a house of accommodation necessary in the vicinity of so prominent a basilica as St. Peter's. 
Note:  Really?  Hummmm.  This ancient “church,” that has all this history, “lost that until the fourth and fifth centuries?  Me don’t think so. (<:)  When they consolidated their power, in 380 A.D. under Theodosius I.  The Roman Catholic "church" came to power because of political power enforced by military strength of the Emperor Theodosius I. 

Let's look at who taught the Church of Rome.  Was it the Apostle Peter or the Apostle Paul?

One: We should consider the Lord Jesus Christ’s Commission to the Apostle Peter. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth commissioned the Apostle Peter to become chief minister to the CIRCUMCISED, the Jews, not to uncircumcised Gentiles. 
Galatians 2:1-14
1 Then fourteen years after I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took Titus with me also.
2 And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had run, in vain.
3 But neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised:
4 And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage:
5 To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.
6 But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter to me: God accepteth no man's person:) for they who seemed to be somewhat in conference added nothing to me:
7 But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter;
8 (For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles:)
9 And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision.
10 Only they would that we should remember the poor; the same which I also was forward to do.
11 But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed.
12 For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision.
13 And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation.
14 But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?

It was the Apostle Paul, NOT the Apostle Peter, who was commissioned to be the Chief Apostle to the Gentiles. Who wrote the Epistle to the ROMANS? It certainly WASN’T the Apostle Peter.

Galatians 2:9
9 And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision.
Let me rewrite the above with some notation that hopefully helps your understanding:


9And when James, Cephas [Cephas:  the Apostle Peter], and John, who seemed to be pillars (who seemed to be pillars:  not that they thought themselves such," but were esteemed so by others), perceived the grace [i.e., the gift or Office of Apostle] that was given unto me and Barnabas (the Apostles Paul and Barnabas), they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; (whereby they acknowledged that they, the Apostle Paul and the Apostle Barnabas was designed to the honor and Office of an Apostleship as well as themselves.)  that we should go unto the heathen (Gentiles), and they unto the circumcision (the Circumcision:  the Jews). 


The Apostle Paul further mentioned his special Office as the Gentile Apostle to the young Pastor Timothy.

2 Timothy 1:7-12
7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.
8 Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God;
9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,
10 But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel:
11 Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.
12 For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.
The Apostle Peter is NOWHERE called the Apostle to the Gentiles. This precludes the Apostle Peter from going to Rome to become the head of a Gentile community, but may have him there Preaching to the Jews as most of the Apostles traveled from Church to Church throughout regions.  The Apostle Peter wrote his Epistle 1 Peter to those Churches in Asia Minor (today modern Turkey:  Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia).  The Apostle Peter was not in Rome during the time the Apostle Paul wrote his Epistle to the Romans.
TWO:  The Apostle Paul specifically told the Gentile Romans that HE had been Chosen to be their Apostle.
Romans 15:16
16 That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.

The Apostle Paul had the direct Commission from the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth in this matter. 
Romans 15:18-21
18 For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed,
19 Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.
20 Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build upon another man's foundation:
21 But as it is written, To whom he was not spoken of, they shall see: and they that have not heard shall understand.

There was not already a Church there, which would be before the Church the Apostle Paul founded, as that would be a foundational Church which the Apostle Paul would have to build on. The Apostle Paul declares in verse 20 of Romans 15 above, that he didn't Preach where Christ was already named (that is known or professed).  (That does not preclude that the Apostle Peter also hadn't founded a Church in Rome of mainly Jews, though).
 
The Apostle PAUL established the Church at Rome to the Gentiles during the Apostolic era.
THREE: We are told by the Apostle Paul himself that it was he -- not the Apostle Peter –who officially founded the Gentile Church at Rome.  The Church at Rome had not been ESTABLISHED officially even by 55 or 56 A.D.. However, the Roman Catholic "church" would have us believe that the Apostle Peter had done this some ten years before -- during the reign of Claudius (Tiberius Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus;) who reigned from 41 to 54 A.D., and had stayed as the Bishop there the entire time.  

The Apostle Paul to the Romans:

Romans 1:11-13
11 For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established;

Note:  Established in the Greek means:  solidly plant,  I fix firmly, strengthen.
12 That is, that I may be comforted together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me.
13 Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, (but was let hitherto,) that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles.


NEITHER the Apostle Peter nor the Apostle Paul established the Catholic (universal) Church at Rome, for one was not to Lord it over the other, rule over the other, either as individuals or one Church over another, as the Gentiles (Gentiles, non-believers) did this one to another.  The Apostles, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth said were all Brethren.  Brothers in a household do not have one rule over the other, but each considers their brother an equal. 

Matthew 23:8
8 But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren.

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Commanded not to have anyone call them Rabbi, meaning in the Greek:  My master, great teacher, my great one, my most honorable sir.  Used by the Jews in addressing their teachers, and formed from a Hebrew root meaning 'great'.  Rabbi literally means "great in number," probably referring to the great number of Biblical facts or knowledge acquired by the "Master Teacher" they called Rabbi. 
Call no one your Master, Master Teacher, great one, Rabbi, for there is ONLY ONE deserving of such a honorable title:  the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Furthermore, the reason they were not to call another (especially one Apostle greater than the other) were that they are Brethren, and not to have one rule over the other like a Master Teacher, or great one, as their Master, as the Gentiles did.  The Lord Jesus Christ went further to explain that the Gentiles Lord it over one another (desire to rule over one another) and require others to call them Master or ruler, or greatest or chief one (Gentiles:  the non-believers) to exercised authority upon them or over one another, but it shall not be so among you (the Apostles, the Brethren).
The Roman Catholic "church" is a Mystery religion mixing Egyptian, Baal, Babylonian, and pagan Roman worship into Christianity, they are evil worshipers, false worshipers, and go directly against the Commands of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  As they have one as their Rabbi if you will, who doesn't use that name but accepts the meaning under his titles of "pope, holy see, Pontifex Maximus, the Vicar of the Son of God, Vicar of Christ, holy "father"" which was also against the direct Command of the Lord Jesus Christ who Commanded to call no man on earth (who speaks for God) father, as Christians have One Father, and that is God the Father in Heaven.

Matthew 23:9-10

9 And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven.

10 Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ.

Mark 10:42-45


42 But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them.

43 But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister:

44 And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all.

45 For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.
The Apostle Peter learned that one was not to Lord it over, rule over others as the Gentiles:
1 Peter 5:1-7
1 The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed:

2 Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;

3 Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being examples to the flock.

4 And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.

5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.

6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:

7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.
FOUR: We find the Apostle Paul not only establishing the Gentile Church at Rome, but he emphatically tells us that his policy was NEVER to build upon another man’s foundation:

Romans 15:20-21
20 Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build upon another man's foundation:

21 But as it is written, To whom he was not spoken of, they shall see: and they that have not heard shall understand.

FIVE: At the end of the Apostle Paul’s Epistle to the Romans he greets no fewer than 28 different individuals, but never mentions the Apostle Peter once Romans 16.  The Apostle Paul greeted these people in 55 or 56 A.D.. Why didn’t he mention the Apostle Peter? Simply, the Apostle Peter wasn’t there. If the Apostle Peter had established a Church in Rome to the Jews, then I'm sure the Apostle Paul would have greeted the Apostle Peter and his Church at the same time.  I searched throughout the Book to the Romans, and their is no mention of Peter or Cephas.  I can only conclude, therefore, that during this time, the Apostle Peter was not in Rome.
The Apostle Peter could have been in Rome at a later time, though, Ministering to the Jews.  As large numbers of Jews lived in Rome during the second and first centuries B.C..  They were largely Greek-speaking and poor.  Jews in pre-Christian Rome were very active in proselytising the Romans in their faith, leading to an increasing number of outright converts, as well as those who adopted some Jewish practices and belief in the Jewish God without actually converting.  Saul, who later would become the Apostle Paul was a Roman Jew.  In addition to Rome, there were a significant number of Jewish communities in southern Italy during this period. For example, the regions of Sicily, Calabria, and Apulia had well established Jewish populations.  
SIX: Some four years after the Apostle Paul wrote his Letter to the Romans, he was conveyed as a prisoner and brought to Rome in order to stand trial before Caesar. When the Christian community in Rome heard of the Apostle Paul’s arrival, they all went to meet him. ". . . when THE brethren [of Rome] heard of us, they came to meet us . . .".
Acts 28:15
15 And from thence, when the brethren heard of us, they came to meet us as far as Appii forum, and The three taverns: whom when Paul saw, he thanked God, and took courage.

Again, there is not a single mention of the Apostle Peter among them. This would have been extraordinary had the Apostle Peter been in Rome, for Dr. Luke always mentions by name important Apostles in his Acts of the Apostles. However, Dr. Luke says nothing of the Apostle Peter’s meeting here with the Apostle Paul as did the Brethren. 
SEVEN: When the Apostle Paul finally arrived at Rome, the first thing he did was to summon "the chief of the Jews together":  (The Apostle Paul's commission was to the Gentiles.  He first tries to go to the Jews, as he was a Jew.  He is rejected by the Jews, and declares he will go and do what the Lord Jesus Christ had Commanded that he do . . . Preach to the Gentiles).
Acts 28:17
17 And it came to pass, that after three days Paul called the chief of the Jews together: and when they were come together, he said unto them, Men and brethren, though I have committed nothing against the people, or customs of our fathers, yet was I delivered prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans.
18 Who, when they had examined me, would have let me go, because there was no cause of death in me.

19 But when the Jews spake against it, I was constrained to appeal unto Caesar; not that I had ought to accuse my nation of.

20 For this cause therefore have I called for you, to see you, and to speak with you: because that for the hope of Israel I am bound with this chain.

21 And they said unto him, We neither received letters out of Judaea concerning thee, neither any of the brethren that came shewed or spake any harm of thee.

22 But we desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest: for as concerning this sect, we know that every where it is spoken against.

23 And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into his lodging; to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening.

24 And some believed the things which were spoken, and some believed not.

25 And when they agreed not among themselves, they departed, after that Paul had spoken one word, Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers,

26 Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive:

27 For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.

28 Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it.

29 And when he had said these words, the Jews departed, and had great reasoning among themselves.

30 And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and received all that came in unto him,

31 Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him.

What is amazing is that these chief Jewish elders claimed they knew very little even about the basic teachings of Christ, but that every where it is spoken against.  Then the Apostle Paul began to explain to them the basic teachings of Christ on the Kingdom of God. Some believed -- however, some did not.  The Apostle Paul, who was one of the Roman Jews (as there were many Jews in Rome) stayed at his own house for two years.

Now, what does all this mean? It means that if the Apostle Peter, who was himself a strongly partisan Jew, had been Preaching constantly in Rome for up to 14 long years before this time, (as the Roman Catholic "church" teaches) AND WAS STILL THERE -- how could these Jewish leaders have known so little about even the basic truths of Christianity? This again is clear proof that the Apostle Peter had not been in Rome prior to 59 A.D.  No Mention of the Apostle Peter in the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Romans.
EIGHT: After the rejection of the Jewish elders, the Apostle Paul remained in his own hired house for two years. During that time he wrote his Epistles:  to the Ephesians, to the Philippians, to the Colossians, to Philemon, and to the Hebrews. During this two year period, the Apostle Paul mentions others as being in Rome during that period, however, he nowhere mentions the Apostle Peter. The obvious reason is -- the Apostle Peter, the one Called by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth to the circumcision, the Jews, was not there. 
NINE: With the expiration of the Apostle Paul’s two year’s imprisonment, he was released. About four years later (near 65 A.D.), he was again sent back as a prisoner to Rome. This time he had to appear before the throne of Caesar and was awaiting his execution 2 Timothy 1:16-18; 2 Timothy 4:6-8; 2 Timothy 4:16-18. The Apostle Paul describes these circumstances at length in 2 Timothy.  In regard to his trial, notice what Paul said to the young Pastor Timothy:

2 Timothy 4:16
16 At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge.

This means, if we believe the Roman Catholic "church," that the Apostle Peter forsook the Apostle Paul, for the Roman Catholic "church" would have us believe that the Apostle Peter was very much present the entire time as the Bishop of Rome during this time.  We know that the Apostle Peter thrice denied the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, but that was before he was converted, and given the power of the Holy Spirit.
TEN: The Apostle Paul distinctly informs us that the Apostle Peter was not in Rome in 65 A.D. -- even though the Roman Catholic "church" say he was.


2 Timothy 4:11
11 Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry.

The truth becomes very plain. The Apostle Paul wrote to the Romans, because he had been in Rome and had a house there.  During this time, the Apostle Paul never mentions the Apostle Peter.  Only Dr. Luke was with him, because all men had forsook me (the Apostle Paul had written).

Christianity was no longer a religion under the shelter of Judaism. It was now a crime to be a Christian. It is dangerous to be seen with the Apostle Paul now, and he feels the desertion keenly, because all men had forsook me.  Even the Brethren were afraid to go near the Apostle Paul, as the Apostles were being targeted for death.  The other Brethren there forsook the Apostle Paul and Dr. Luke.


2 Timothy 4:21
21 Do thy diligence to come before winter. Eubulus greeteth thee, and Pudens, and Linus, and Claudia, and all the brethren.

These Brethren in 2 Timothy 4:21 are mentioned by name, but they along with the rest of the Brethren had fosook the Apostle Paul and Dr. Luke.


ELEVEN: The Apostle Peter’s death is foretold by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth:
John 21:18-19
18 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdest thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not.

19 This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me.

Here, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth said that the Apostle Peter would die as an old man. The Apostle Peter would apparently die of old age, or at least a very old man that could not get around on his own.  The only Apostle mentioned to be killed in the Holy Bible is the Apostle James, the brother of John:


Acts 12:1-2
1 Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church.

2 And he killed James the brother of John with the sword.
Roman Catholic "tradition" is that the Apostle Peter is said to have been crucified under Emperor Nero Augustus Caesar. It is there tradition that the Apostle Peter was crucified upside down at his own request, since he saw himself unworthy to be crucified in the same way as Jesus Christ.

Near 45 A.D., we find the Apostle Peter being cast into prison at Jerusalem:

Acts 12:1-4

1 Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church.

2 And he killed James the brother of John with the sword.

3 And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter also. (Then were the days of unleavened bread.)

4 And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people.


In 49 A.D., the Apostle Peter was still in Jerusalem, this time attending the Jerusalem Council. About 51 A.D., the Apostle Peter was in Antioch of Syria where the Apostle Paul withstood the Apostle Peter to his face, because the Apostle Peter refused to sit or eat with Gentiles when the Jews from Jerusalem would arrive.  Strange that the "Roman bishop" called so by the Roman Catholic "church" would have nothing to do with Gentiles even as late as 51 A.D.!  It wasn't until later, in about 66 A.D., we find the Apostle Peter finally in Rome, which the Apostle Peter called the Church at Babylon, among the Jews:

1 Peter 5:13
13 The church that is at Babylon, elected together with you, saluteth you; and so doth Marcus my son.

Remember that the Apostle Peter was the Apostle to the CIRCUMCISED, the Jews. History shows that there were as many Jews in Rome, and in the Mesopotamian area in during the time of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Apostle Peter apparently spent much of his time in Asia Minor, (modern day Turkey) prior to about 66 A.D..  Perhaps this is the reason why Biblical scholars say the Apostle Peter’s writings are strongly Aramaic in flavor. 
The Apostle Peter was the establisher of the Church in Jerusalem with the Apostle James.  According to the Roman Catholic "church," the Apostle Peter also was the first Patriarch of Antioch, the head Bishop. A patriarchate is an autocephalous (Autocephalous: is the status of a church within the Orthodox Church whose primatial bishop does not report to any higher-ranking bishop.) The Head Bishop holds the title of Patriarch.  Pentarchy (from Greek pente, five, and arche, rule) is a term in the history of Christianity for the idea of universal rule over all of Christendom by the heads (or Patriarchs) of the five major Episcopal Sees of the Roman Empire: Rome, Constantinople, Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerusalem. The idea came about due to the political and ecclesiastical prominence of these five Sees, but the concept of their universal and exclusive authority was firmly tied to the administrative structure of the Roman Empire. The idea of the pentarchy was first tangibly expressed in the laws of Emperor Justinian I (527–565), particularly in Novella 131. 
The Apostle Paul and the Apostle Peter were founders of Churches at Rome.  The Churches of Babylon and India were founded by the Apostle Thomas and also by the Apostle Paul. The Churches of southern Asia, Armenia, Bulgaria, Ukraine, Georgia, the Balkans and Eastern Bloc states and Constantinople by the Apostle Andrew.  The Apostles Judas Thaddeus also known as Judas the brother of James (Jude) Luke 6:16; Acts 1:13; John 14:22, Jude and Bartholomew were founders of the Church of Armenia.

Are there Apostles today?
Most Christian evangelicals reject outright the idea that there could be Apostles today.  One reason for this is because the 12 Apostles were personally handpicked by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth to represent Him.  These Apostles also were instructed directly by the Lord Jesus Christ, and given signs and wonders to show their power/authority.  No one alive today meets those qualifications.
Luke 6:12-16
12 And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God.

13 And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples: and of them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles;
Note:  The Lord Jesus Christ had hundreds and hundreds of Disciples (learners,) and He called them together next to the mountain, and chose 12, whom He named Apostles.
14 Simon, (whom he also named Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James and John, Philip and Bartholomew,

15 Matthew and Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon called Zelotes,

16 And Judas the brother of James, and Judas Iscariot, which also was the traitor.

Signs and Wonders the mark of an Apostle, and those who claimed to be would try to fool the Elect of God . . .

Matthew 24:24 
24For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.

Mark 13:22 
22For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall shew signs and wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, even the elect.

John 4:48 
48Then said Jesus unto him, Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe.

Acts 4:30 
30By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus.

Acts 5:12 
12And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the people; (and they were all with one accord in Solomon's porch.

Acts 14:3 
3Long time therefore abode they speaking boldly in the Lord, which gave testimony unto the word of his grace, and granted signs and wonders to be done by their hands.

Romans 15:19 
19Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.

2 Corinthians 12:12 
12Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds.

Hebrews 2:4 
4God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?

Another reason that Christian evangelicals do not believe in modern day Apostles lies in the unique authority (power) vested in the 12 Apostles.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth told the 12 Apostles:
Matthew 10:40
40 He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me.

During the Last Supper, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth exclusively promised the 12 Apostles that the Holy Spirit will be their teacher, and will call to their memory everything that the Lord Jesus Christ had said to them personally.
John 14:26
26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.

After the Lord Jesus Christ's ascension into Heaven, the early Born Again Believers, the True Worshipers, the Elect of God devoted themselves to the Apostles' Doctrine, which the Apostle Paul called "My Gospel" . . .
Acts 2:42
42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.

This was because the Apostles’ teaching of the Gospel was identical to Jesus’ teaching.  They were one and the same, identical to the Lord Jesus Christ's and the 12 Apostles.  These 12 Apostles were given signs and wonders to show that they were uniquely Chosen by the Lord Jesus Christ and given spiritual instructions directly by the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Apostles' Doctrine, the Apostles' Gospel was the Doctrine and Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.


Romans 2:16
 16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel.
Romans 16:24-27
24 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.

25 Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began,

26 But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith:

27 To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for ever. Amen.

2 Timothy 2:7-9
7 Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things.

8 Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel:

9 Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound.
When the Apostle Paul visited the Brethren in Galatia, they welcomed him as an Angel of God, God's direct messenger, as if he were the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth himself:
Galatians 4:14
14 And my temptation which was in my flesh ye despised not, nor rejected; but received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus.

In his first Letter to the Church at Corinth, the Apostle Paul said:

1 Corinthians 14:37
37 If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.

Speaking directly to the 12 Apostles, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth said:

John 15:20
20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.

It is no wonder that few have been bold enough to make the false claim of being a modern day Apostle like those of the Hand Chosen 12 Apostles.
There were other Apostles, other than the 12, though.  Remember, Apostles were instructed directly by the Lord Jesus Christ, and given signs and wonders to show their power/authority.  No one alive today meets those qualifications.

1 Corinthians 15:1-11
1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand;

2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.

3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;

4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:

5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve:

Note:  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was seen first by the Apostle Peter (Cephas) alone . . . then the 12 Apostles together, which also included the Apostle Peter.
6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep.

7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles.

Note:  After that, he was seen by the Apostle James alone, then ALL the Apostles, which you will see were more than the first 12 Apostles.  It doesn't mean all at the same time, but could.  All Apostles saw and were directly instructed by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  This means, also the last two Apostles as you'll see below. 

8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.

9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.

10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.

11 Therefore whether it were I or they, so we preach, and so ye believed.
Here is a list of the 12 Apostles:

Matthew 10:1-4
1 And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease.

2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother;

3 Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the publican; James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus;

4 Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him.
Matthias replaced Judas Iscariot, who betrayed the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.


Who are the other Apostles?  The Apostle Joses (who by the Apostles was surnamed Barnabas,) and the Apostle Paul who saw the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth last (Kind of like "the first shall be last, and the last shall be first".  (<:)  The Last Apostle, the Apostle Paul would be the first in that he would write the majority of the New Testament):
Acts 14:14

14 Which when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of, they rent their clothes, and ran in among the people, crying out,
The Apostles had physically seen the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and had been personally Chosen by the Lord Jesus Christ to represent Him, and these men had been trained directly by the Lord Jesus Christ:

1 Corinthians 15:8-9
8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.

9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.

Galatians 1:11-24
11 But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man.

12 For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.

13 For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it:

14 And profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers.

15 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace,

16 To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:

17 Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus.

18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days.

19 But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's brother.

20 Now the things which I write unto you, behold, before God, I lie not.

21 Afterwards I came into the regions of Syria and Cilicia;

22 And was unknown by face unto the churches of Judaea which were in Christ:

23 But they had heard only, That he which persecuted us in times past now preacheth the faith which once he destroyed.

24 And they glorified God in me.
Acts 1:1-4
1 The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach,

2 Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen:
3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God:
Note:  Seen of them, i.e.:  the Apostles.

4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me.


Apostles where hand Chosen by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  So, too, was Matthias . . .

Acts 1:24-26

24 And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of these two thou hast chosen,

Note:  The Apostles spoke directly too, and received their words from, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  The spoke directly to Him, through prayer, and prayed that He would Chose the replacement Apostle.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth did.  We do not receive every word spoken between the two.  Apparently the Lord Jesus Christ had Commanded that He would show the Apostles the replacement in this way.
25 That he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place.

26 And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.
Did you ever notice that the word missionary is nowhere to be found in an English Bible?
The word Apostle in our English Bible is a transliteration of the Greek Apostolos.  The actual translation would be something like: “envoy, ambassador, messenger, sent one.”  The verb Apostello carries the notion of “to send with a particular purpose,” thus, Apostolos would mean: “one commissioned” or “accredited messenger.”  When translating the New Testament from Greek into Latin, the translators rendered Apostolos with the Latin root missio (the basis for our “missionary”).  

What the church does not need are: 
1.  So-called "Apostles" who try to lord it over (rule) the local Church.  There are NO modern day Apostles.
2.   The Church “belongs” to the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  The Lord Jesus Christ purchased the Church with His Own blood.  The local Church is shared by the Brethren, not owned by modern day "Apostles," as there are no modern day Apostles.
3.  Apostles and Elders do have the right to support, but ought to be able and willing to work at a secular job as the True Apostles did and not to be "parasites" of the Church.

1 Corinthians 4:9-13
9 For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men.

10 We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised.

11 Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace;

12 And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it:

13 Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day.
Note:  Filth in the Greek means:  the scum or rubbish of humanity.  The Greek word speaks of criminals to be thrown into the sea, or otherwise killed, at the outbreak of a pestilence (disease,) representing 'the most abject and despicable men' -- those considered the scum or rubbish of humanity.
Offscouring in the Greek means:  scrapings, offscourings, wiped-off filth, dregs. (Dregs are left over at the bottom of a bottle of wine, from which vinegar is made.  Vinegar is:  a sour liquid obtained by fermentation of dilute alcoholic liquids. The alcohol is then aerated, which causes it to convert, through the action of Acetobacter bacteria, to acetic acid, water, and various other compounds.  The main use of vinegar, taking from the left over of making wine, is for pickling.  Vinegar is used in pickling meat, fish, fruits, and vegetables and in creating marinades, dressings, and other sauces.  Pickling is a solution or bath for preserving or cleaning, and was mainly used during the time of the Apostles to preserve foods.
Thus, that which is left over, scraped off, dregs of the world, but which is used to preserve as pickling those God has Chosen for Salvation.

Lastly:
4.  So called modern day "Apostles" and "Preachers" who peddle the Word of God, charging for their services, are not needed today. 



What the church does need is for you to: 
Pray for God to raise up strong men of God made willing to be the filth of the world, and the offscouring of all things  who will plant, Preach and Teach in True Biblical Churches:


Matthew 9:37-38
37 Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;

38 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.

Pray for those who are already doing evangelistic work:

Ephesians 6:19-20
19 And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel,

20 For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 

Colossians 4:1-4
1 Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and equal; knowing that ye also have a Master in heaven.

2 Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving;

3 Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds:

4 That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.



Support?

1 Corinthians 9:14
14 Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel.

The most common interpretation of the word Of in the Greek is that Ordained Ministeres who Preach the Gospel should live "from" the Gospel financially.  The Apostles did not, they worked with their hands.  The Apostles were the first Ordained to Preach the Gospel, and are the EXAMPLES the Church was Called to follow or imitate as our example.  We are to be imitators of the Apostles.

1 Corinthians 4:16 
16Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.

1 Corinthians 11:1 
1Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.
Note:  The word followers in the Greek means:  an imitator, a follower.


1 Corinthians 4:12
12 And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it:
1 Corinthians 9:14
14 Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel.
Note:  The most common interpretation of the word Of in the Greek is that Ordained Ministeres who Preach the Gospel should live "from" the Gospel financially. I DO NOT BELIEVE THIS TO BE CORRECT.  The word OF in the Greek means:  from out, out from among, from, suggesting from the interior outwards.

The word OF means those who Preach the Gospel should live out from the Gospel, from the internalization of the Gospel message on the heart to live outwardly what the Gospel has done inwardly, and thus set forth an example how others are to live who are Born Again Believers.  This verse has nothing to do with making a living solely from Preaching the Gospel. 


1 Corinthians 9:9-14
9 For it is written in the law of Moses, thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen?

10 Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope.

11 If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things?

12 If others be partakers of this power over you, are not we rather? Nevertheless we have not used this power; but suffer all things, lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ.

13 Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live of the things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar?

14 Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel.
Starting with verse 9 above down to verse 13, with the exception of verse 12 where he argues how he refuses to use the position to receive money for his Preaching so as not to hinder the Gospel of Christ, the Apostle Paul argues the case for Ministers, those who Preach the Gospel to be able to live as partakers of the things of the Temple.  In verse 14, he gives a different explanation, as I've noted above, and shown directly below:

14 Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel.

The most common interpretation of the word Of in the Greek is that Ordained Ministers who Preach the Gospel should live "from" the Gospel financially. I DO NOT BELIEVE THIS TO BE CORRECT.  The word OF in the Greek means:  from out, out from among, from, suggesting from the interior outwards.

The word OF means those who Preach the Gospel should live out from the Gospel, from the internalization of the Gospel message on the heart to live outwardly what the Gospel has done inwardly, and thus set forth an example how others are to live who are Born Again Believers.  This verse has nothing to do with making a living solely from Preaching the Gospel as the verses preceding it do.  This is the issue of the right of partaking. Though all this be the case, from verses 9 through 13, the Apostle Paul goes on to describe his wise actions in seeking NOT to be a stumbling block for disqualification in the eyes of ignorant men, saying:

1 Corinthians 9:15-18

15 But I have used none of these things: neither have I written these things, that it should be so done unto me: for it were better for me to die, than that any man should make my glorying void.

16 For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!

17 For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me.

18 What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel.

Again, the Apostle Paul does not want to be disqualified by any man for any personal reason or because of financing, and so the Apostle Paul stands by his actions.  In fact, the Apostle Paul boasts in his actions of not using his right to partake in financial provision from the Church at Corinth in his Ministry.

The Apostle Paul is a slave in the service of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  The Apostle Paul is under Command to Preach the Gospel, whether he receives financial provision or not. Furthermore, the Apostle Paul says that whether his service unto God is compulsory, or voluntary, he will partake in the higher reward, which is the reward from God, and not men. 
Whether the Apostle Paul is Ministering by Command or voluntarily, the Apostle Paul has been entrusted, by God, with a stewardship. So, the Apostle Paul asks hypothetically what the reward is that he partakes in? The Apostle Paul gives his answer, in verse 18:

18 What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel.

To the Apostle Paul it is a reward from God to freely Preach the Gospel. The Preaching without charge is, in itself, a reward the Apostle Paul freely and gladly partakes in. Furthermore, the Apostle Paul proclaims that he partakes in the reward of freely Preaching the Gospel without charge knowing that he could charge as a matter of Doctrinal principle, that he abuse not my power (or authority) given in the Gospel.



Pray for God to raise up strong men of God made willing to be the filth of the world, and the offscouring of all things  who will plant, Preach and Teach in True Biblical Churches.

My Church, my Pastor didn't like those coming in from the outside to do revivals.  He Preached from the Pulpit that they come in, stir things up, and then leave it to the Pastor to deal with.  I believe, however, that the influence of itinerant Church workers can keep a Church from becoming ingrown.  Isolated groups can easily lose sight of God’s desire for the Church to evangelize and reach out to the lost as part of a Church members daily life under Command to do so from the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth which is called the Great Commission.  The Great Commission is to Preach the Gospel in all the world (world here meanings satan's family) to every creature.
Matthew 28:18-20
18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.

19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
Mark 16:15-16
15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.

SALT . . .

Salt makes a person thirsty.  We are called to be the salt of the earth, to make people thirsty for Water that fulfills their thirst for all eternity:
John 4:7-14

7 There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink.


8 (For his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy meat.)


9 Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.

10 Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.


11 The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that living water?


12 Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle?

13 Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again:

14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.
Salt makes a person thirsty.  We are called to be the salt of the earth, to make people thirsty for Water that fulfills their thirst for all eternity.  If salt has lost its saltiness . . . it is good for nothing, but to be cast out “of Heaven”, and to be trodden under the foot of men.
Matthew 5:13
13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.

Note:  Savour in the Greek means:   I make foolish, taint, make useless, I am tasteless, make useless, dull, sluggish ("without an edge"), (figuratively) acting "stupid or silly," insipid, flat, lacking taste or savor : tasteless, i.e: lacking in qualities that interest, stimulate, or challenge: dull, flat, to make (or to act passively) as a simpleton, as one who does not know – to become a fool, make foolish, lose savour.  Thus, savour means the taste or smell of something, a particular flavor or smell, a distinctive quality of a Christian to know what he believes, ready to give an account of his belief.  This distinctive quality of a Christian who is actively ready to teach others about their Lord and Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, if lost makes one a fool, foolish, stupid or silly, dull in discernment, lacking spiritual understanding. 
Ye are the salt of the earth--to preserve it from corruption, to season its insipidity, to freshen and sweeten it. The value of salt for these purposes is abundantly referred to by classical writers as well as in Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible. Salts symbolical significance in the religious offerings, is made for our instruction in righteousness. In the Holy Bible, mankind, under the unrestrained workings of their own evil nature, are represented as entirely corrupt. Unable in any fashion to seek God.  



Thus, before the flood:

Genesis 6:11-12
11 The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence.


12 And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth.

after the flood:
Genesis 8:21
21 And the Lord smelled a sweet savour; and the Lord said in his heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have done.
In the days of Job:
Job 14:4
4 Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one.
Job 15:15-16
15 Behold, he putteth no trust in his saints; yea, the heavens are not clean in his sight.


16 How much more abominable and filthy is man, which drinketh iniquity like water?


In the days of King David:
Psalm 14:2-3

2 The Lord looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God.
3 They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one.
In the days of the Prophet Isaiah:
Isaiah 1:5-6

5 Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will revolt more and more: the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint.
6 From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment.
In the days of the Apostles:
John 3:6
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
Romans 8:8
8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.
Titus 3:1-3

1 Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to every good work,

2 To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meekness unto all men.

3 For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.
Ephesians 2:1-3

1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;
2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:
3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.


The remedy for this, says the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is salt, which is the active presence of His disciples among men. The character and principles of Christians, brought into close contact with non-believers, are designed to arrest the festering corruption of humanity and season its insipidity. How, it may be asked, are Christians to do this for their fellow men, if their righteousness only exasperates them, and they recoil, in every form of persecution, upon themselves?

The answer is this: That is but the first and partial effect of our Christianity upon the world, though the great proportion would dislike and reject the Truth, yet a small but noble band would come and hold it fast.  In the struggle that would ensue within a man, one and another even of the non-believers would come over to the Lord Jesus Christ's ranks, and at length the Gospel would carry all those Chosen before the foundation of the world to believe before it.
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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