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Matthew 6:1-15
1 Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven.
2 Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.
3 But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth:
4 That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly.
5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.
Note:  The Pharisaical habit of standing in a prayerful attitude, to be seen of men, was certainly not prayer. In their case public opinion, and not the praise of God, The Pharisaical habit of standing in a prayerful attitude, to be seen of men, was certainly not prayer. In their case their prayers were to influence public opinion of them, and not for the praise of God.  Pharisees loved the standing and not the praying, so Christians should love the praying and not the standing. Yet prayer for the edification or comfort of others is not here condemned.  Indeed, prayer itself is nowhere condemned in all of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible.  It is the ostentatious (Ostentatious:  Displaying wealth, knowledge, piousness, etc., in a way that is meant to attract attention, admiration, or envy.) prayer-attitude which the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth here stamps with His displeasure.  Indeed, needless attitudes of “private prayer” whether in pulpit and pew are here condemned as well, as this was often done in the Synagogues.  (The word "synagogue" is compounded of the two Greek words, sunagó,  "sun", "together", and "ago", "to collect".  Meaning, I gather together, collect, assemble, receive with hospitality, entertain.  An assemblage of persons; specially, a Jewish "synagogue" (the meeting or the place); by analogy, a Christian Church -- Assembly, congregation, synagogue.  It is, therefore, equivalent to our English word "meeting- house").  Also, the building where those solemn Jewish Assemblies are held was the Synagogue.  Synagogues seem to date their origin from the Babylonian exile.  In the time of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Apostles every town, not only in Palestine but also among the Gentiles if it contained a considerable number of Jewish inhabitants, had at least one synagogue, and in the larger towns several or even many. The Jews held trials and even inflicted punishments in them. Synagogues also are an assembly of men whom satan governs:  Revelation 2:9; Revelation 3:9.  Long prayers are not condemned, but vain, needless, and superstitious ones.

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth does not mean to exclude and condemn public prayer, in joining with few, or more persons, in such service to worship God, for Christ Jesus Himself directs, Matthew 18:18-20, and approves of it.  The Lord Jesus Christ’s view is to instruct persons that they should not only pray in public, but in private also, and especially the latter, which is more humbling and suitable as well as fitting for their particular cases, and less liable to pride, hypocrisy, and vanity.

In the synagogues the people met together on the Sabbaths to pray, and to listen to the reading of the portions of the Old Testament, as well as to hear such instruction or exhortation as might be furnished.  Considerable emphasis lies here upon the word "love"; they loved "standing" in prayer, rather than any other posture, because they could be better seen.  Thus, they loved to be in the synagogues and streets where they would stand and pray, rather than in their closets; as they liked public better than private prayer, because it gained them applause among men.  With the permission of the President of the Synagogue anyone who was fitted might deliver an address. Thus, the synagogues furnished the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, (and in later times His Apostles and Disciples) with a congregation and a suitable place for Preaching.  We find that on week days the Lord Jesus Christ often Preached in the open air.  However, the synagogues are thus particularly mentioned, probably, because in them were held the most important services – as synagogues were necessary during the rainy and cold season, and because their use shows that as yet the Jewish rulers, the Scribes, the Pharisees, and the Sadducees had not yest so prejudiced the public mind as to exclude them from the houses of Worship.
6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.
Note:  “ . . . enter into thy closet, . . .”  Closet here in the Greek means:  A secret chamber, an inner room, a closet, Matthew 24:26; Luke 12:3.  The inner chamber, or secret chamber, closet was properly a little room in the interior of the house or on the housetop, but it is here used to indicate any place of privacy.  The Lord Jesus Christ Himself both prayed "in the mountain alone," in the night alone, and in public in the presence of His Apostles, including in the Garden of Gethsemane, Matthew 26:36-45.  We have records of many prayers offered by the Apostles in public Assemblies.  "Thy closet" means any secret place.  Indeed, the Apostle Peter's “closet, his secret chamber or place” was on the house-top, Acts 10:9.  The Lord Jesus Christ’s was on a mountain alone.
Colossians 4:3
3 Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds:
Note:  Withal in the Greek means:  At the same time, therewith, along with, together with, together, example:  Romans 3:12.  Praying together, at the same time, also for us, . . .
Luke 3:21-22; Acts 1:14; Romans 15:30-33; 1 Thessalonians 5:17; Luke 1:3-11; Acts 12:1-12; Colossians 4:3
7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking.

Note:  Some examples of vain repetitions include, 1 Kings 18:26; Acts 19:34.  This Command by the Lord Jesus Christ is especially violated by the repetitions of the Roman Catholic “rosary”.  As speech to God cannot be ordered too carefully, therefore let thy words be few, and in many words there are also divers vanities: but fear thou God, Ecclesiastes 5:1-7.

Vain repetition does NOT mean you can’t repeat the same request.  It simply means not to do so by repeating the same phrases over and over, as the Lord Jesus Christ Himself repeated the same request, using the same words:

 Matthew 26:40-44
40 And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour?
41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.
42 He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy will be done.
43 And he came and found them asleep again: for their eyes were heavy.
44 And he left them, and went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words.
Much speaking, an affectation of prolixity (Prolixity:  Using too many words, unduly prolonged or drawn out.  Too long.  Marked by or using an excess of words.) in prayer, either out of pride or superstition, or an opinion that God needs either to be informed or argued with by us, or out of mere folly and impertinence, more so because men love to hear themselves talk.  Not that all long prayers are forbidden, as the Lord Jesus Christ prayed all night, Luke 6:1-12; Luke 22:39-44.

The superstitious rehearsing of a tale of words, without regard to the sense of them is what is being condemned by the Lord Jesus Christ, as the papists saying by their beads so many Ave-Marys and Paternosters.  Their barren and dry going over of the same things again and again, merely to drill out the prayer to such a length, and to make a show of affection when really there is none!  These are the vain repetitions here condemned. When we would fain say much, but cannot say much to the purpose, this is displeasing to God and all wise men.
[ROSARY, a chaplet of roses or beads used as an aid to memory in the repeating of prayers, as the Paternosters and Ave Marias. There are various patterns in use; one is a rosary of fifty-five beads, fifty small ones for the Ave Marias, separated into groups of ten by five large ones to mark Paternosters. Hindus, Mohammedans, and Buddhists all employ the rosary. The name is also given to a series of prayers ("Rosary of the Blessed Virgin") consisting of fifteen decades, comprising fifteen paternosters and doxologies, and 150 Ave Marias, divided into three parts.--Universal Standard Encyclopedia 

ROSARY. Part of the ritual of the Roman Catholic Church is the rosary, fifteen groups or series of prayers, each series consisting of a Paternoster (Lord's Prayer), ten Aves (salutes to the Virgin Mary), and a Gloria. The string of beads used in counting the prayers is also called a rosary. It is symbolic, for the large beads stand for Paternosters (Our Father's) and Glorias, and the small beads for Aves (Hail Mary's), while the crucifix on the pendant symbolized the Apostles' Creed. The groups of beads are "decades"; generally only five decades are said at one time. Instead of a large bead at the end and at the beginning of each decade, only one bead is used to represent the Gloria and the Paternoster. During the telling of the beads in each decade, the worshiper meditates on one of the fifteen mysteries of the life and death of Christ. 

In the Greek Church, the monks, and not the lay members of the congregation, recite their prayers with the rosary, which is composed of a hundred beads of equal size. In the Russian Church, the rosary consists of 103 beads which are divided into groups by four larger ones, representing the Evangelists. Rosaries are also used by Buddhists and Mohammedans.--The Wonderland of Knowledge Encyclopedia, 1965]
www.alemattec.com/False religions pray through many words (repetition).  Prayer beads are used to count the repetitions of prayers, chants, or devotions . . . .doc
8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him.
9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.

Note:  Pray to God thy Father, when you pray in secret, Who is invisible, not to be seen with the eyes of the body, but to be approached with a contrite, true heart, in faith and fear, through His Only Begotten Son the Lord Jesus Christ, Who is the only mediator between God and man, and Who is the exact image of the invisible God, and in whom God the Father is well pleased to manifest Himself to His people.  God is pleased, also to manifest Himself unto the world through His Only Begotten Son, Christ Jesus, and thy Father, which seeth in secret, observes and takes notice of the secret breathings, pantings, desires, longings, hurts, and requests of thy heart upon thy lips.
10 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
11 Give us this day our daily bread.
12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:
15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.
Mark 11:22-26
22 And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God.
23 For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.
24 Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.
25 And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.
26 But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses.
Matthew 11:1-4
1 And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.
2 And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth.
3 Give us day by day our daily bread.
4 And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
Luke 9:18
18 And it came to pass, as he was alone praying, his disciples were with him: and he asked them, saying, Whom say the people that I am?
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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