Pope rules out death penalty in change to church teaching

https://www.yahoo.com/news/pope-shifts-church-death-penalty-103647335.html  

VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope Francis has decreed that the death penalty is "inadmissible" under all circumstances and that the Catholic Church must work to abolish it, changing official church teaching to reflect his view that all life is sacred and there is no justification for state-sponsored executions.

The Vatican said Francis had approved a change to the Catechism of the Catholic Church — the compilation of official Catholic teaching — to say that capital punishment constitutes an "attack" on the dignity of human beings.


Note:  Certainly, absent of God's Holy Word, you could argue either for or against the DETERRENT EFFECT of the death penalty as prescribed by God in His Holy Word, the Holy Bible.  However, one thing is unquestionably clear:  those executed for their crime worthy of death will NEVER, EVER commit another crime!


According to the papacy, i.e.:  the "pope" of Rome Capital Punishment, i.e.:  the Death Penalty "attacks" the dignity -- i.e.-- importance in God's eyes -- of all humans.  If they had any dignity -- i.e.-- importance in God's eyes -- of their neighbor they wouldn't be murderers in the first place!  The refuse the Command of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth to do to others as you would have them do to you, Matthew 7:12; Luke 6:31.  They simply deceive themselves that they have a "right" to murder.



James 1:22

22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.


Jeremiah 17:9
9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?

Turning the heart of the Law upside down to promote the "dignity of human beings" and that employing Capital Punishment, the death penalty, attacks this dignity of all human beings.  God, therefore, must be unfair.  Or, apply "love" to everything, and make the world a more beautiful place.  Certainly not a beautiful place for the VICTIMS of these murderers.

Let's look at some of these murderers who are freed.


10 twisted murderers who were freed then killed again
https://www.monstersandcritics.com/list/living/10-twisted-murderers-who-were-freed-then-killed-again/

 HYPERLINK "https://www.monstersandcritics.com/list/living/10-twisted-murderers-who-were-freed-then-killed-again/"



A SHORT LIST OF MURDERERS RELEASED TO MURDER AGAIN
http://www.wesleylowe.com/repoff.html 

Paroled Murderers Who Were Freed Only to Kill Again
https://www.ranker.com/list/paroled-murderers-who-killed-again/jacob-shelton
Hmmmm.  Strange, as though the "pope" of the Roman Catholic "church" could just decide, as though he were God himself, to change God's Holy Word.  What did the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Who is God -- the very Son of God, teach?


Revelation 22:18-19

18 For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:

19 And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book. 

What Pope Francis' death penalty reversal means for Trump and capital punishment globally
https://www.yahoo.com/news/pope-francis-apos-death-penalty-170709252.html



Matthew 22:15-21

15 Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they might entangle him in his talk.

16 And they sent out unto him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, Master, we know that thou art true, and teachest the way of God in truth, neither carest thou for any man: for thou regardest not the person of men.

Note: Mark 3:6, Mark 12:13.  Herodians worshiped the Emperor as "god" on earth.


17 Tell us therefore, What thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or not?

18 But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites?

19 Shew me the tribute money. And they brought unto him a penny.
Note: This had to have been a horrific thing for the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, here to be mocked by the Herodians. See note in next verse.


20 And he saith unto them, Whose is this image and superscription?

Note: The image on the penny was "Tiberius Caesar, Augustus, son of what the pagan Roman's believed was Divine Augustus," thus Tiberius Caesar, was called and considered, "the son of god," and when the Lord Jesus Christ asks whose inscription is on it, they reply, "Caesar's."  See an example coin here, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Emperor_Tiberius_Denarius_-_Tribute_Penny.jpg, ROMAN DENARIUS: TIBERIUS AS SON OF GOD.  Furthermore, see also that the Herodians worshiped Julius Caesar as (God,) and Octavian as the (Son of God).

21 They say unto him, Caesar's. Then saith he unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's.

22 When they had heard these words, they marvelled, and left him, and went their way.
Important Note:  God does not repeat Himself in the New Testament if what He said in the Old Testament still applies. Yet people often think that if the New Testament does not specifically state something, it must not be true.  However, God’s Laws are binding in the New Testament same as the Old Testament, unless God tells us in his Holy Word, the Holy Bible there is a change.

In the Old Testament God Commanded animal sacrifice, so why do we not have it today?  We do not just ignore God's Law because sacrificing animals is distasteful to us, nor do we really believe that God simply changed and He “became more civilized.”  The New Testament specifically tells us that animal sacrifices were made void, Hebrews 10:4, because Christ was a permanent sacrifice who as the Son of God could satisfy God's requirement to take away the sins of the world -- God's family.  So there was a change in the Law and God told us of that change, Hebrews 10:10-14. 

Indeed, the Old Testament supports the death penalty and the New Testament does also.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth never said anything against the death penalty, nor did Christ Jesus annul it.  In fact, Christ Jesus specifically stated that He had not come to put an end to the Law, Matthew 5:17-18.  Even when the Lord Jesus Christ appeared before Pontius Pilate, the Lord Jesus Christ never denied that Pilate had the legal authority to execute Him.  If Christ Jesus were against the death penalty, this would have been the perfect place to make that change.  There is absolutely no place in all of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, of any person stating that the death penalty is wrong in the eyes of God, nor was it overturned.

There are certain people who know not the Truth of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, that tell us that the Lord Jesus Christ taught us to love our neighbor, and then turn against the rest of Holy Scripture because they perceive the death penalty is not loving.  God is love, 1 John 4:8, and God Commanded the death penalty for certain crimes.  Furthermore, the Lord Jesus Christ used the Old Testament for His teaching on love.  The Apostle Paul describes this love of God, Romans 8:38-39.  When the Lord Jesus Christ said the second greatest Commandment was that, “Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” Matthew 22:36-40  Here the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was quoting Leviticus 19:18.  Indeed Law of Moses did teach love; part of that love that God had for people and society was to protect them from evil by enforcing God's Law -- which included the death penalty.
When something is clearly established in the Old Testament as the Will of God, it does not need to be repeated word-for-word in the New Testament for us to understand that this is still the Will of God -- as God does NOT change, Malachi 3:6.  When God wants to change something, like His Laws concerning animal sacrifice or circumcision, God comes right out and tells us.  There is no confusion of the matter.  The proper way to interpret Holy Scripture is to believe that God’s Will is constant unless He tells us that the rule(s) are changed to fulfill His purpose for us.  In the case of capital punishment for murderers, kidnappers, etc . . . , not only does Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, not say that God has changed His mind in the New Testament, but instead by NOT changing the Law God confirms what He said in the Old Testament is still His Will in the New Testament.

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth ended the Levitical Law governing Worship of God by animal sacrifice, etc . . . , but God never ended the moral law summed up in the 10 Commandments, www.alemattec.com/Franklin Graham, 'Why I am boycotting Wells Fargo,' and the Ten Commandments . . . .doc.




Let's see some of God's Law on Capital Punishment, the death penalty:




Genesis 9:6
6 Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man.


Exodus 21:12
12 He that smiteth a man, so that he die, shall be surely put to death.


Exodus 20:13; Exodus 20:1-17

13 Thou shalt not kill.


Exodus 22:19
19 Whosoever lieth with a beast shall surely be put to death.


Leviticus 20:10
10 And the man that committeth adultery with another man's wife, even he that committeth adultery with his neighbour's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.


Leviticus 20:11
11 And the man that lieth with his father's wife hath uncovered his father's nakedness: both of them shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them.


Leviticus 20:12
12 And if a man lie with his daughter in law, both of them shall surely be put to death: they have wrought confusion; their blood shall be upon them.


Leviticus 20:13
13 If a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination: they shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them.



Leviticus 20:1-27



Leviticus 24:17
17 And he that killeth any man shall surely be put to death.


2 Samuel 12:13
13 And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the Lord. And Nathan said unto David, The Lord also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die.


Numbers 35:16
16 And if he smite him with an instrument of iron, so that he die, he is a murderer: the murderer shall surely be put to death.


Ezekiel 18:32

32 For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord God: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.
Deuteronomy 5:17
17 Thou shalt not kill.



Deuteronomy 17:6
6 At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of death be put to death; but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to death.



Deuteronomy 21:22-23

22 And if a man have committed a sin worthy of death, and he be to be put to death, and thou hang him on a tree:

23 His body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that day; (for he that is hanged is accursed of God;) that thy land be not defiled, which the Lord thy God giveth thee for an inheritance.

www.alemattec.com/Fiery serpents . . . .doc

Galatians 3:13-14

13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:

14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 

Matthew 5:17-18

17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.

18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.

Matthew 26:51-53

51 And, behold, one of them which were with Jesus stretched out his hand, and drew his sword, and struck a servant of the high priest's, and smote off his ear.

52 Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy sword into his place: for all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword.

53 Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angels? 

John 18:10-11

10 Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high priest's servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant's name was Malchus.

11 Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the sheath: the cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it? 

Acts 25:10-11

10 Then said Paul, I stand at Caesar's judgment seat, where I ought to be judged: to the Jews have I done no wrong, as thou very well knowest.

11 For if I be an offender, or have committed any thing worthy of death, I refuse not to die: but if there be none of these things whereof these accuse me, no man may deliver me unto them. I appeal unto Caesar. 

Romans 13:1-5

1 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.

Note:  " . . . higher powers."  Higher powers are the rulers of the secular governments of the world.

2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation.

3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same:

4 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.

5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. 


1 Timothy 1:8-11

8 But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully;

9 Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers,

10 For whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for perjured persons, and if there be any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine;

11 According to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which was committed to my trust. 

Hebrews 10:28-30

28 He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses:

29 Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?

30 For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people. 

Jude 1:5-8

5 I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not.

6 And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.

7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.

8 Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities. 


Revelation 13:9-10

9 If any man have an ear, let him hear.

10 He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints. 
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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