No direct command like:  "Thou shalt not gamble."  So, what else is said about this in Holy Scripture, the Bible?



1 Thessalonians 5:22

 22Abstain from all appearance of evil.



1 Timothy 6:9-10

 9But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. 

 10For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.



Gambling, however, is an attempt to raise money for church (bingo games) by offering an incentive to give, and the hope of something in return (winning the jackpot). This is not the God ordained way to raise money.

The support of the Ministry of the Gospel (which is the fundamental work of the Church) must come from those who benefit from that ministry.  The Apostle Paul taught the Church in 1 Corinthians 9.




Isaiah 65:11

 11But ye are they that forsake the LORD, that forget my holy mountain, that prepare a table for that troop, and that furnish the drink offering unto that number.


Troop in the Hebrew means:  fortune, good fortune, to penetrate, cut, attack, invade (to gather in troops or crowds); Number in the Hebrew means:  "fate" or "fortune" god of fate (gad) who the Jews worshiped in Babylonia, and the lesser god (meni).



They prepared a table for that troop of deities (gad) which the heathen worship, and poured out drink-offerings to that countless number. Their worshipers spared no cost to honor them, which should shame the worshipers of the true God. See the malignity of sin; it is doing by choice what we know will displease God. In every age and nation, the Lord leaves those who persist in doing evil, and despise the call of the gospel. God's servants shall have the bread of life, and shall want nothing good for them. Those who forsake the Lord, shall be ashamed of vain confidence in their own righteousness, and the hopes they built thereon. Worldly people bless themselves in the abundance of this world's goods; but God's servants bless themselves in Him. 

. . . "that prepare a table for that troop"; or, "for a troop"; a troop of idols worshiped; such as, "for gad," which some take to be the name of a star;  it is the name of the star Jupiter, in the Arabic language, one the Arabs called "a lucky star". (gad," the Babylonian god of fortune, the planet Jupiter, also called baal or bel; the Arabs called it "the Greater Good Fortune"; and the planet Venus answering to meni, "the Lesser Good Fortune")

It was the custom in Egypt, particularly in Alexandria and other cities, on the last day of the year, to prepare tables, with all kind of provisions for eating and drinking, by way of thankfulness to their "gods" for the fertility of the last year, and in order to obtain it in the year following; and this the Israelites did. "Table" seems to be put for an altar, on which sacrifice was offered to idols of fortune or luck. Mention is made of the table of the sun among the Ethiopians.

The Jews then were following the "god of fate", and they furnish the drink offering unto that number: or, "to a number"; to a number of deities, which were as numerous as their cities, 


Jeremiah 2:28

 28But where are thy gods that thou hast made thee? let them arise, if they can save thee in the time of thy trouble: for according to the number of thy cities are thy gods, O Judah.


According to the number of them they provided drink offerings, or a mixture of wine and water; and also according to the number of the priests that sacrificed they filled cups of wine, or according to the number of letters in a person's name they wished well to, as many cups they drank, to which meni takes to be the name of a star; some interpret it of a number of stars or planets, the seven planets particularly; and others of the planet Mercury. Some think it is the name of an idol, either, of an idol of the Arabians, or of the Armenians.  Armenia being called minni.  At any rate they are both (gad and minni) said to be the names of idols. "meni"; as goddess of lesser fortune she was thought to number the fates of men.  Some believed they worshiped gad as the sun; meni the moon, or Ashtaroth or Astarte the god of the Zidonians.


1 Kings 11:33-35

33Because that they have forsaken me, and have worshipped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, Chemosh the god of the Moabites, and Milcom the god of the children of Ammon, and have not walked in my ways, to do that which is right in mine eyes, and to keep my statutes and my judgments, as did David his father. 

 34Howbeit I will not take the whole kingdom out of his hand: but I will make him prince all the days of his life for David my servant's sake, whom I chose, because he kept my commandments and my statutes: 

 35But I will take the kingdom out of his son's hand, and will give it unto thee, even ten tribes.


Jeremiah 51:2

 27Set ye up a standard in the land, blow the trumpet among the nations, prepare the nations against her, call together against her the kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and Ashchenaz; appoint a captain against her; cause the horses to come up as the rough caterpillers.


That they regarded the stars, and attributed their case and circumstances to the influences of them, or to fate and fortune by chance, rather than to the providence of God; or trusted in their troops and numbers (false gods, gad and minni).


Jeremiah 10:23

 23O LORD, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps.


Matthew 10:30

 30But the very hairs of your head are all numbered



Proverbs 13:11

11Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished: but he that gathereth by labour shall increase.

The word VANITY in Proverbs 13:11 means:  to fill with vain hopes, empty, or valueless, not having value . . .

Thou shall not covet. At the heart of gambling is often a desire to have the big score, to make money fast—without work, investment, or service.  As opposed to investing and gathering from one's labor.


I do not think that gambling is wrong because it involves chance.  Chance is not necessarily evil, nor is it tempting God. Tossing a coin has solved many arguments.

I do not think that gambling is wrong because it is fun. Some Christians are suspicious of anything enjoyable. Not me.


WHY DO PEOPLE GAMBLE? 
Many people say they gamble just for fun. This may be true. People drink, dance, smoke, swear, and live immoral lives, too, just for fun. The Bible says that sin is pleasure "for a season." It's a very short season, though, and the hell that follows makes it a poor deal all around.




Romans 12:1-3

 1I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

 2And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 

 3For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.



1 Corinthians 8:8-9

8But meat commendeth us not to God: for neither, if we eat, are we the better; neither, if we eat not, are we the worse. 

 9But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to them that are weak.


Paul (<:)
Jesus first!



