John Calvin was 20 years before Luther. Calvin and Luther were influenced by Jan Hus aka Jan Huss, John Hus, John Huss.  Calvin was outside of the Roman Catholic system of error, and fought the system from without.  Luther was a Roman Catholic "priest" that turned from that system of error.

Jan Hus, who preceded Calvin and Luther by a century is famed for having been burned at the stake by civil authorities controlled by the Roman Catholic church for the propagation of what the Roman Catholic church's system of error considered to be his heretical views of ecclesiology, the Eucharist, and other points of theology, as the civil authorities of that time generally saw heresy as a criminal offense. Jan Hus, born 1372 Husinec, Bohemia – died 6 July 1415 Konstanz, Germany.  Hus was a key predecessor to the Protestant movement of the 16th century, and his teachings had a strong influence on the states of Europe, most immediately in the approval for the existence of a reformist Bohemian religious denomination, and, more than a century later, on Martin Luther himself.

Also before Calvin was John Wycliffe (pronounced /ˈwɪklɪf/; also spelled Wyclif, Wycliff, Wiclef, Wicliffe, or Wickliffe) (mid-1320s – 31 December 1384) was an English theologian, lay Preacher, translator, reformist and university teacher who was known as an early dissident in the Roman Catholic Church during the 14th century.

Huldrych (or Ulrich[1]) Zwingli (1 January 1484 – 11 October 1531) Zwingli was a leader of the Reformation in Switzerland. Born during a time of emerging Swiss patriotism and increasing criticism of the Swiss mercenary system, he attended the University of Vienna and the University of Basel, a scholarly centre of humanism. He continued his studies while he served as a Pastor in Glarus and later in Einsiedeln where he was influenced by the writings of Erasmus.

Desiderius Erasmus Roterodamus (sometimes known as Desiderius Erasmus of Rotterdam) (October 28,[1] 1466/1469, Rotterdam – July 12, 1536, Basel) Erasmus was a Dutch Renaissance humanist and a Catholic priest and theologian. Erasmus lived through the Reformation period and he consistently criticized some contemporary popular Roman Catholic church "Christian beliefs". In relation to clerical abuses in the Church, Erasmus remained committed to reforming the Church from within. He also held to Catholic doctrines such as that of free will, which most of the early Protestant Reformers rejected on the basis of Scriptural teachings of the Doctrine of Predestination. Erasmus’ middle of the road approach disappointed and even angered many Protestants, such as Martin Luther, as well as conservative Catholics.

In 1519, Zwingli became the Pastor of the Grossmünster in Zürich where he began to Preach ideas on reforming the Catholic Church. In his first public controversy in 1522, he attacked the custom of fasting during Lent. In his publications, he noted corruption in the ecclesiastical hierarchy, promoted clerical marriage, and attacked the use of images in places of Worship. In 1525, Zwingli introduced a new communion liturgy to replace the mass. Zwingli also clashed with the radical wing of the Reformation, the Anabaptists, which resulted in their persecution.

The Reformation spread to other parts of the Swiss Confederation, but several cantons resisted, preferring to remain Catholic. Zwingli formed an alliance of Reformed cantons which divided the Confederation along religious lines. In 1529, a war between the two sides was averted at the last moment. Meanwhile, Zwingli’s ideas came to the attention of Martin Luther and other reformers. They met at the Marburg Colloquy and although they agreed on many points of Doctrine, they could not reach an accord on the Doctrine of the presence of Christ in the Eucharist.  Zwingli and other Protestant leaders deny that the Eucharist “physically” changes into the body of the Lord Jesus Christ during Communion.  These Protestant leaders believe it is a spiritual symbol, not a mystical physical change.  The Roman Catholics, and Luther who was a former Roman Catholic “priest,” believed it did.

In 1531 Zwingli’s alliance applied an unsuccessful food blockade on the Catholic cantons. The cantons responded with an attack at a moment when Zürich was badly prepared. Zwingli was killed in battle at the age of 47. His legacy lives on in the confessions, liturgy, and church orders of the Reformed churches of today.

I am Christian Calvinistic in belief. John Calvin based what he understands on the Apostle Paul’s teachings, mainly, so his teachings are called Pauline.  Although following the Apostle Paul, mainly, he also found that in doing that the other Apostles teachings were exactly in line, as the Apostles are the foundation of the Lord Jesus Christ’s Church with Christ Jesus being the Head Cornerstone, Ephesians 2:19-21.  The Apostles writings all agree, as these men did not write of themselves, but wrote as the Holy Spirit moved them to write, 2 Peter 1:20-21.  I would suggest using the King James Version -- the Authorized version, NOT NKJV or others that have corrupted the Word of God, www.alemattec.com/Bible versions.doc, www.alemattec.com/False Bible, NKJV.doc, www.alemattec.com/CONTENDING FOR FAITH lies within the NKJV 'bible'.doc, www.alemattec.com/Bible_Comparison, Mine.doc. The following sums up the five points of the Doctrine of Grace. Calvinist use the acronym TULIP to help remember the sum of what Grace means:

1.) T -- Total depravity. It doesn't mean people are as bad as they can be. It means that sin is in every part of one's being, including the mind and will, so that a man cannot save himself by action nor deed, therefore only by Grace can a man be right with a just and Holy God. (Jeremiah 17:9-10; John 1:12-14)

2.) U -- Unconditional Election. God chooses to Save certain people unconditionally, and adopted them into His family before the foundation of the world, Ephesians 1:4-14; that is, they are not Chosen on the basis of their own merit. God did this before He created the world, calling them the Elect. (Ephesians 1:4-14; Acts 13:48; 1 Peter 1:1-9; Romans 11:4-6; 2 Peter 1:1-12; Revelation 13:8, 17:8)

(3.) L -- Limited atonement. The sacrifice of Christ on the Cross at Calvary was for the purpose of saving the Elect only, called True Worshipers by Jesus. (John 4:20-26; Luke 19:10; John 17:8-10, 15-21)

(4.) I -- Irresistible Grace. Those God has Chosen to save, He will save. (Isaiah 55:11; John 1:12-14; John 17:9-26; Matthew 24:21-22; Mark 13:19-20.)

(5.) P -- Perseverance of the Saints. Those people God had Chosen cannot lose their Salvation for they did nothing for it whatsoever, Grace alone (Philippians 1:6); They will continue to believe. If they fall away or backslide, it will be only for a time. Once Saved, always Saved, as man does nothing at all, nor could do nothing to be right with God, Grace alone.  It Ephesians 2:8-9 is not by the will of man that we are Saved, but by God's Grace alone, John 1:12-14. The Father gave to the Lord Jesus Christ all that will believe, John 6:37; John 6:39; John 6:44; John 6:65; John 10:26-30, before the foundation of the world (John 17:2). (The Elect's Inheritance in Heaven is secured, Ephesians 1:13-14, as they have a Reservation. (1 Peter 1:3-5)).



Paul (<:’)
Jesus first!
Page #3 of 3

