
John 1:12-13

 12But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 

 13Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.


Let's try and understand the word received in John 1:12:

The Greek word here:  lamba/nw, transliterated:  Lambano has many meanings.  We have to take what the Holy Spirit teaches us though.

The meaning of the word received is:  to associate with one's self as companion, attendant (an employee or one who waits on customers or acts as a servant, slave):  to catch at, reach after, strive to obtain.


One without the Holy Spirit will teach you that it is to be used as a different Greek word which is:  eÍcousiða, or Transliterated:  Exousia
This word received IS NOT the Greek word:  eÍcousiða, or Transliterated:  Exousia which means:  

power of choice, liberty of doing as one pleases 
leave or permission 
physical and mental power 
the ability or strength with which one is endued, which he either possesses or exercises 
the power of authority (influence) and of right (privilege) 
the power of rule or government (the power of him whose will and commands must be submitted to by others and obeyed)


John 1:12-13

 12But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 

 13Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.


Therefore, as we read John 1:12-13, we have to understand that as many as have the desire given by the Holy Spirit to associate with one's self as companion, attendant (at·ten·dant Pronunciation: \ə-ˈten-dənt\Function: noun Date: 15th century  1 : one who attends another to perform a service; especially : an employee who waits on customers) or to catch at, reach after, strive to obtain.

Therefore, the meaning of the word received is:  By having been given the desire by the Holy Spirit to associate with one's self as companion, attendant (an employee or one who waits on customers or acts as a servant, slave):  to catch at, reach after, strive to obtain.   


Why is it NOT our free will choice to be Born again, when we receive?  Why not man's choice?  We were NOT Born again of blood (physical birth,) nor of the will of the flesh (man's will,) nor (just to repeat) of the will of man . . . , but of God through His Choice, His Calling, His Will, His Grace alone, to choose those to whom He will show compassion and mercy.


John 1:13
  
 13Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.




Malachi 1:1-3

 1The burden of the word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi. 

 2I have loved you, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us? Was not Esau Jacob's brother? saith the LORD: yet I loved Jacob, 

 3And I hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his heritage waste for the dragons of the wilderness.



Why did God the Father make a choice and not us?  Simply, because it is written . . .  (in God's Word).



Romans 9:13-33

13As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. 

 14What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 

 15For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 

 16So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. 

 17For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth. 

 18Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. 

 19Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will? 

 20Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? 

 21Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? 

 22What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: 

 23And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory, 

 24Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles? 

 25As he saith also in Osee, I will call them my people, which were not my people; and her beloved, which was not beloved. 

 26And it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people; there shall they be called the children of the living God.

 27Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved: 

 28For he will finish the work, and cut it short in righteousness: because a short work will the Lord make upon the earth. 

 29And as Esaias said before, Except the Lord of Sabaoth had left us a seed, we had been as Sodoma, and been made like unto Gomorrha. 

 30What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, which followed not after righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness which is of faith. 

 31But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of righteousness. 

  32Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumblingstone; 

 33As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.



Isaiah 8:11-16

 11For the LORD spake thus to me with a strong hand, and instructed me that I should not walk in the way of this people, saying, 

 12Say ye not, A confederacy, to all them to whom this people shall say, A confederacy; neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid. 

 13Sanctify the LORD of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread. 

 14And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

 15And many among them shall stumble, and fall, and be broken, and be snared, and be taken. 

 16Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples.



1 Peter 2:1-10

1Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, 

 2As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: 

 3If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious. 

 4To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, 

 5Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

 6Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. 

 7Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 

 8And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. 

 9But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light; 

 10Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.


Paul (<:)
Jesus first!




