Matthew 5:1-3

 1And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto him: 

 2And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, 

 3Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

John the Baptist might announce it as a change of dispensation (dispensation:  a general state or ordering of things; specifically : a system of revealed commands and promises regulating human affairs), but John's ministry was earthly. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth equally and with the greater power (authority) announces this same change (and the change was all-important); but with all authority and power that in Him there was more than this. The Lord Jesus Christ was from Heaven, the Lord God, the very Son of God, this Jesus Christ of Nazareth who came from Heaven. In speaking of the Kingdom of Heaven, (God's Kingdom here on earth in His people, the Church, the Assembly, the Called out ones; the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth spoke out of the deep and divine abundance of His own heart. No man had been in Heaven, excepting Him who had come down from Heaven, the Son of man, the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth who left His Glory in heaven to come to earth to lead His sheep, His Called, His World, His Family, the same who was in Heaven. Therefore, when speaking of Heaven, He spoke of that which He knew for all eternity past, and testified of that which He had seen with the Father, God the Father.  This was the case in two ways, as shewn forth in the Apostle Matthew's Gospel. It was no longer an earthly government according to the Law of the Old Testament; Jehovah the Son, the Savior, Emmanuel - GOD WITH US, was present, the Only Begotten of the Father, Mighty God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Could He be otherwise than heavenly in His character, in the tone, in the essence, of His whole life?  Nay.

The poor in spirit are happy. These bring their minds to their condition, when it is a low condition. They are humble and lowly in their own eyes. They see their want, bewail their guilt, mourn over their sin, and thirst after their Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. The Kingdom of Grace is of such; the Kingdom of Glory is for them. 

Verse 2, "And he opened his mouth, . . . , " He spoke with a clear and strong voice, that all the people might hear him; and with great freedom, utterance, and cheerfulness, and things of the greatest moment and importance, with a Commanding voice, one who spoke with Authority in His knowing of the Truth His speaks; and taught them; not His disciples only, but the whole multitude, who heard him with astonishment.  Yes, some of the things in the following discourse are directed to the Apostles in particular, and to his Disciples (Learners,) and others yet regard the multitude in general.

Verse 3:  "Blessed are the poor in spirit, . . . , " Not the poor in purse, or having the the least money to purchase worldly good, who are so with respect to things temporal: for though God HAS Chosen and Called many such:


1 Corinthians 1:25-29

25Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

 26For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 

 27But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 

 28And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 

 29That no flesh should glory in his presence.


Yes, these poor who are in such a financial condition of life, yet not all; the Kingdom of Heaven cannot be said to belong to them all, or only to those financial in such a state; but such as are poor in a spiritual sense. All mankind are spiritually poor; they have nothing to eat that is fit and proper; nor any clothes to wear, but rags; nor are they able to purchase either; they have no money to buy with; they are in debt, owe ten thousand talents, and have nothing to pay; and in such a condition, that they are not able to help themselves. The greater part of mankind are insensible of this their condition; but think themselves rich, and when they get some money they increased with goods: there are some who are sensible of it, who see their poverty and want, freely acknowledge it, bewail it, and mourn over it; are humbled for it, and are broken under a sense of it.

Yes, some entertain low and mean thoughts of themselves; and seek after the true riches, both of Grace and God's Glory; and frankly acknowledge, that all they have, or hope to have, is owing to the free Grace of God in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone. Now these are the persons intended in this place; who are not only "poor," but are poor "in spirit"; in their own Spirits, in their own sense of themselves, who come with great apprehension, and judgment: and may even be called "beggars," of God as the word may be rendered; for being sensible of their Spiritual poverty, they place themselves at the door of God's Mercy, and knock there; their language is, "God be merciful to me a sinner"; their posture is standing, watching, and waiting, at Wisdom's Gates, and at the posts of Heaven's door; they are importunate, will have no denial, yet receive the least favor with thankfulness. Now these are pronounced "blessed," for this reason, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.  They have nothing to buy with, but are told to come and buy . . . without money:


Isaiah 55:1-3

 1Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 

 2Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. 

 3Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David.


Not only the Gospel, and the ministration of it, which belongs to them. "The poor have the Gospel Preached": to those Called of God, who hears God's voice, (as He Calls them by name as His sheep,) it not only reaches their ears, but their hearts; it enters into them, is applied unto them, they receive (passively as something done unto them, i.e.:  as a man received a deadly wound, thus the Gospel is received by them, done unto them by the Holy Spirit. Another passive RECEIVED example, Matthew 19:29, something done to them. ) and thus they freely embrace it with the utmost joy and gladness; and God's Eternal Glory, this is prepared for them, and given to them as Heir to Salvation, adopted into God's family (world,) by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth unto Himself; they are born as heirs of it, have a right unto it, are making meet for it, and shall enjoy it, and are made to sit in heavenly places.

Ephesians 2:5-7

5Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 

6And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 

7That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.



"Blessed are the poor in spirit, " -- All familiar with Old Testament phraseology know how frequently God's true people are styled "the poor" (the "oppressed," "afflicted," "miserable") or "the needy"--or both together . . .

Psalm 40:17

 17But I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me: thou art my help and my deliverer; make no tarrying, O my God.

Isaiah 41:17

 17When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the LORD will hear them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them.

The explanation of this lies in the fact that it is generally "the poor of this world" who are the one's God mainly Calls become those who are "rich in faith":


James 2:5

5Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?

2 Corinthians 6:10

 10As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.


Revelation 2:9

9I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.

The poor in Spirit, are Called of God with an effectual Calling, for a purpose . . . :

Revelation 17:14

 14These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.

While it is often "the ungodly" who "prosper in the world," we the Called have to remember . . . this is All they get for all eternity.  Ours is an Inheritance reserved in Heaven by God the Father, and held by His Power.

Psalm 73:12

12Behold, these are the ungodly, who prosper in the world; they increase in riches.



Luke 6:20-21

20And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said, Blessed be ye poor: for yours is the kingdom of God. 

21Blessed are ye that hunger now: for ye shall be filled. Blessed are ye that weep now: for ye shall laugh.


Accordingly, it seems to be this class--the literally "poor" and "hungry"--that are specially addressed. However, since God's people are in so many places styled "the poor" and "the needy," with no evident reference to their temporal circumstances:


Psalm 68:10

10Thy congregation hath dwelt therein: thou, O God, hast prepared of thy goodness for the poor.


Psalm 69:29-33

29But I am poor and sorrowful: let thy salvation, O God, set me up on high. 

 30I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify him with thanksgiving. 

 31This also shall please the LORD better than an ox or bullock that hath horns and hoofs. 

 32The humble shall see this, and be glad: and your heart shall live that seek God. 

 33For the LORD heareth the poor, and despiseth not his prisoners.


Psalm 132:15

15I will abundantly bless her provision: I will satisfy her poor with bread.


Isaiah 61:1-2

1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;

2For all those things hath mine hand made, and all those things have been, saith the LORD: but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.

It is, therefore, plainly a frame of mind which those terms are meant to express. Accordingly, "the humble":


Psalm 10:12

12Arise, O LORD; O God, lift up thine hand: forget not the humble


 . . . "the meek":

Psalm 22:26

 26The meek shall eat and be satisfied: they shall praise the LORD that seek him: your heart shall live for ever.


"the lowly":

Proverbs 3:34

 34Surely he scorneth the scorners: but he giveth grace unto the lowly.

and as thus, having no reference to outward circumstances, but of a True Worshipers, those Called of God inward being. Here the explanatory words, "in spirit," fix the sense to "those who in their deepest consciousness realize their entire need for God's Amazing Grace":


Luke 10:21

21In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight.


John 11:33

33When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled.


John 13:21

21When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit, and testified, and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me.


Acts 20:22

22And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me there:


Romans 12:11

11Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord;


1 Corinthians 5:3

3For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done this deed,


Philippians 3:3

3For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.

This self-emptying conviction, that "before God we are void of everything," lies at the very foundation of all spiritual excellence, according to the teaching of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible. Without it we are inaccessible to the riches of Christ Jesus our Lord; with it, with Him, we are in the fitting state for receiving all spiritual supplies needed:


Revelation 3:17-18

17Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:

18I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.


Matthew 9:12-13

12But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick.

13But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.



" . . . for theirs is the kingdom of heaven . . . "

The poor in Spirit not only shall have--they already have--the Kingdom within them. The very sense of their poverty is their begotten riches. While others "walk in a vain show"--"in a shadow," "an image"--in an unreal world, taking a false view of themselves and all around them-- "the poor in spirit" are rich in the knowledge of their real case. Having courage to look this in the face, and own it guilelessly, they feel strong in the assurance that "unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness":

Psalm 112:4

4Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness: he is gracious, and full of compassion, and righteous.


This Light, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Light of the World (His family,) soon it breaks forth as the morning. God wants nothing from us as the price of His saving gifts; we have but to feel our universal destitution, and cast ourselves upon His Compassion and Mercy:


Job 33:28

27He looketh upon men, and if any say, I have sinned, and perverted that which was right, and it profited me not;

28He will deliver his soul from going into the pit, and his life shall see the light

Therefore, "the poor in Spirit" are enriched with the fulness of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth bringing forth God's Grace unto them that are Called according to His Purpose:


Romans 8:27-29

27And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 

 28And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 

 29For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.

The "poor in Spirit" which is the Kingdom in substance within them Called; and when He shall say to them from His great white throne, "Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you," He will invite them merely to the full enjoyment of an already possessed inheritance.


Ephesians 1:11-14

 11In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 

 12That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 

 13In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 

 14Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.


Paul (<:)
Jesus first!
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