Six tribes went up to the top of Mount Gerizim, and six to the top of Mount Ebal. The Priests and the Levites stood below with the Ark of the Covenant. The Priests compassed round about the Ark of the Covenant.  The Levites compassed round about the Priests, and the whole of the people of Israel stood on one side and on the other. 
Deuteronomy 11:26-29
26 Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a curse;
27 A blessing, if ye obey the commandments of the Lord your God, which I command you this day:
28 And a curse, if ye will not obey the commandments of the Lord your God, but turn aside out of the way which I command you this day, to go after other gods, which ye have not known.
29 And it shall come to pass, when the Lord thy God hath brought thee in unto the land whither thou goest to possess it, that thou shalt put the blessing upon mount Gerizim, and the curse upon mount Ebal.
Joshua 8:33
33 And all Israel, and their elders, and officers, and their judges, stood on this side the ark and on that side before the priests the Levites, which bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord, as well the stranger, as he that was born among them; half of them over against mount Gerizim, and half of them over against mount Ebal; as Moses the servant of the Lord had commanded before, that they should bless the people of Israel.
Note:  Turning their faces to Mount Gerizim, they began with the blessing, “Blessed is the man that shall make no idol, or molten image,” . . .  Then, both the one and the other answered, Amen. Then, turning their faces to Mount Ebal, they pronounced the curse, “Cursed is the man who shall make an idol, or molten image” . . .  Then one and then the other answered, Amen. So on and so on, until at last, turning their faces to Mount Gerizim, they began with the blessing, “Blessed is the man who shall continue in all the words of the Law” . . .  and the answer on both sides is, Amen. Turning their faces to Mount Ebal, they pronounce the curse, “Cursed is every one that shall not continue in all the words of the law” . . . and the answer from both sides is, Amen.
Note:  Mount Gerizim, mountain in Northern Israel, south of Sichem (Nabulus), opposite Mount Ebal.  Mount Ebal means:  to be bald or lay bare, unprotected.  www.alemattec.com/images/Ebal-Gerizim.jpg

In like manner here the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth begins with blessings, "Blessed, blessed," and then thundereth out curses, "Woe, woe," . . . 

Matthew 5:3

3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Note: Poor in the Greek means: poor, destitute, spiritually poor, needy. "The poor" (the "oppressed," "afflicted," "miserable") or "the needy"-- or both together.

Psalm 40:17
17 But I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me: thou art my help and my deliverer; make no tarrying, O my God.
Isaiah 41:17
17 When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them.
Note: The explanation of this lies in the fact that it is generally "the poor of this world" who are "rich in faith".  Water here representing the Holy Spirit.
James 2:5
5 Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?
2 Corinthians 6:10
10 As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.
Revelation 2:9
9 I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.
While it is often "the ungodly" who "prosper in the world". . . 

Psalm 73:12
12Behold, these are the ungodly, who prosper in the world; they increase in riches.
Luke 18:10-14
10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.
11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.
12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.
13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.

14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.
Matthew 5:4
4 Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.
"Blessed are they that mourn: . . ."  Those who mourn for their sin, for their own sins, the sin of their nature, indwelling sin, which is always working in them, and is a continual grief of mind to them.  

Those who mourn over the unbelief of their hearts . . .


Mark 9:24
24 And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.
Note:  Yea, those who mourn over the unbelief of their hearts, notwithstanding the many instances, declarations, promises, and discoveries of Grace made unto them, their daily infirmities, and many sins of life, because they are committed against God alone.  A God of love, Grace, and mercy, in which our sin grieves the Holy Spirit, and dishonors the Gospel of Christ.  Those who mourn also for the sins of others, for the sins of the world, the profaneness and wickedness that abound in it, and more especially for the sins of professors or those who profess to be Christians but are not, by reason of which, the name of God, and ways of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, are evil spoken of, and who likewise mourn under afflictions, spiritual ones, temptations, desertions, and declensions, as well as temporal ones, their own, which they receive, either more immediately from the hand of God, or from men as the instrument of God, such as they endure for the sake of the Gospel and the Lord Jesus Christ, and who sympathize with others in their afflictions. These, how sorrowful and distressed they may appear, are blessed for they shall be comforted.
Comforted here in this life, by the God of all comfort, by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Lord of Hosts who was the Comforter of Israel and the Comforter of His people as the Messiah, the Christ of God, the Comforter, and by the Holy Spirit of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, whose work and Office it is to Comfort as the substitute for the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, by the Scriptures of Truth, which are written for their consolation, comfort, joy, and by the promises of the Gospel, through which the Heirs of the Promise, the Heirs of Salvation have strong consolation.  Consolation by the ordinances of it, which are breasts of consolation for our comfort, and by the Ministers of the Word, who have a Commission from the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth to speak His Truth and comfortably to them, so that in the Word then are they comforted, when they have the discoveries of the love of God, and the manifestations of His pardoning Grace, through the blood of of the Lamb, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and can enjoy the Divine presence felt by their Spirit uniting with God's Holy Spirit.  They shall be comforted hereafter, when freed from all the troubles of this life, they shall be blessed with uninterrupted Communion with Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and with the happy society of Angels and glorified Saints.

Isaiah 61:1-3
1 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;

2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;
Note:  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Messiah, the Comforter of all that mourn in their sins, for they shall be comforted by God's Grace who trust in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone and His righteousness for their Salvation.  To the Jew first, then the Gentiles God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ sends another Comforter to His people, to those that believe on the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, alone, for their Salvation, which is the Holy Ghost, the Holy Spirit. 

3 To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified.
Matthew 5:5
5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.

"Blessed are the meek: . . ." Who are not easily provoked to anger, who patiently bear, and put up with injuries and affronts, who carry themselves courteously, and affably to all, have the meanest thoughts of themselves, and the best of others.  Who do not envy the gifts and Graces of other men, are willing to be instructed and admonished, by the meanest (least important) of the Saints, who quietly submit to the Will of God, in adverse dispensations of God's Providence, and ascribe all they have, and are, to the Grace of God. Meekness, or humility, is very valuable and commendable. The Jews, though a proud, haughty, stiff necked, and wrathful people, cannot but speak in its praise.  Meekness is to be considered, not as a moral virtue, but as a Christian Grace, a fruit of the Holy Spirit of God, which was eminently in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and is very ornamental to True Worshipers, Born Again Believers, and of great advantage and use to them, in hearing and receiving the Word.  In giving an account of the reason of the hope that is in them, in instructing and restoring such, who have backslidden, either in principle or practice, and in the whole of their lives and conversations, and serves greatly to recommend religion to others, such who are possessed of it, and exercise it, who are well pleasing to God.  When disconsolate (disconsolate:  cheerless, dejected, downcast), He comforts them, when hungry, He satisfies them, and when they want direction, He gives it to them, when wronged, He will do them right.  God gives them more Grace here, and glory hereafter. The blessing instanced, in which they shall partake of, is, they shall inherit the earth . . .  Not the land of Canaan, though that may be alluded to, nor this world, at least in its present situation, for this is not the Saints' rest and inheritance.  Rather, the "new earth," which will be after this is burnt up, in which only such persons as are here described shall dwell, and who shall inherit it, by virtue of their being Heirs of God, and joint Heirs with the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whose is the earth, and the fulness thereof. Though some think Heaven is here designed, and is so called and may be called an earth, or country, that is an Heavenly one, in opposition to this earthly one, as the Heavenly Jerusalem is opposed to the earthly one, and which will be a glorious inheritance.

Psalm 37:11
11 But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.
Note:  Meek here means:  needy, especially Saintly -- humble, lowly, meek, poor, but strong in faith.  Strength under control, strength of character, strength of one's faith, lowly, humble, but incredible strength under control by the Holy Spirit (as it were having the Holy Spirit as a yoke upon a Christian that keeps him under control), as a powerful ox that weights up to two tons that has been meeked, so that he can do work, having a yoke placed upon him.  As Moses, a powerful man who killed the Egyptian beating a fellow Hebrew, was called the meekest man on the face of the earth.  As the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, too, with all power in Heaven and earth given unto Him by God the Father, also was extremely powerful, but yet meek.  The world sees meek in Christians and counts it as weakness, but it is truly strength under control of the yoke of the Holy Spirit.

Here:  Strength under no yoke of the Holy Spirit:
Exodus 2:11-12
11 And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out unto his brethren, and looked on their burdens: and he spied an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, one of his brethren.

12 And he looked this way and that way, and when he saw that there was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand.

Here:  Having been meeked by the yoke of the Holy Spirit.
Numbers 12:3
3 (Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth.)
Here:  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth always on the yoke of the Holy Spirit . . .
Matthew 11:29
29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

Full of strength . . .



Matthew 28:18
18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 


Jeremiah 5:5
5 I will get me unto the great men, and will speak unto them; for they have known the way of the Lord, and the judgment of their God: but these have altogether broken the yoke, and burst the bonds.

Note:  The yoke of the Law, and the bonds of God's Commands, along with the bands of God's love, His Precepts, with which they were bound.  These they broke off from them, and would not be obliged and restrained by them, but transgressed and rejected God's Law and Commands.  They know their Master's will, what God has Called them for in this world, but they are resolved to have their own will, to walk in the way of their own heart, and in the sight of their own eyes. They think themselves too goodly to be controlled, too big to be corrected, even by the sovereign Lord of all Himself.  Nevertheless - God is not done with them yet.

Psalm 2: 1-12
1 Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?

2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, and against his anointed, saying,

3 Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.

4 He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision.

5 Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.

6 Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.

7 I will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.

8 Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.

9 Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.

10 Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth.

11 Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling.

12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.


Jeremiah 31:18
18 I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself thus; Thou hast chastised me, and I was chastised, as a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke: turn thou me, and I shall be turned; for thou art the Lord my God.

Note:  As a bull, a male oxen, or bullock was wanton and would not be subject to the yoke.  " . . . turn thou me, and I shall be turned; . . ."  Here the Prophet Jeremiah shows how the faithful used to pray, that is, they desired God to tame them as they cannot turn of themselves.

As a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke, or to draw the plough, as senseless and as stupid, yea, as thoughtless of danger, as that creature is when led to the slaughter.  As "untaught," as ignorant of Divine and spiritual things, knowing nothing of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, nor God in Christ, or of the way of Salvation by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone, and of the operations of His Holy Spirit and Grace, as unruly as that to bear the yoke of the Law, or the yoke of Christ, the Law of Christ, and as impatient under the yoke of affliction, kicking, tossing, and flinging, like a wild bull caught in a net.

John 12:34
34 The people answered him, We have heard out of the law that Christ abideth for ever: and how sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted up? who is this Son of man?

Romans 10:4
4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.

Galatians 6:2
2 Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.

Note:  Unable to bear the yoke of Christ, all which give concern to an awakened mind, that now sees its need of conversion, and prays for it, as follows:  turn thou me, and I shall be turned, which reflects not a mere reformation of manners, or conversion to a Doctrine or Doctrines, nor a restoration after backslidings, nor a carrying on of the work of Grace on the soul, and a daily renewing it, but the first work of conversion.  This first work of conversion which lies in a man's being turned from darkness to light, from the power of satan to God, is a turn of the heart, and not of the head nor action only, of the will, affections, and bias of the mind.  It is a turning of persons to the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as their Master, under His yoke, to look to Him alone for righteousness, life, and Salvation.  In such sense will the Jews be turned in the latter day:


2 Corinthians 3:16
16 Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away.

Note:  This here being prayed for, not only shows a sense and the need of it, but of inability to work it, that it is not in the power of man to do it, that he is not active, but passive in it.  It is the Lord's work, and His only, and that when He does it, it is done effectually:  for thou art the Lord my God: the "Lord," the Mighty Jehovah, and therefore able to do it.   "My God," the Covenant God, who has promised to do it, and by virtue of Covenant Grace will be the conversion of the Jews; and to which the conversion of everyone is owing:

Again . . .

Jeremiah 31:18
18 I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself thus; Thou hast chastised me, and I was chastised, as a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke: turn thou me, and I shall be turned; for thou art the Lord my God.

Note:  As a bull, a male oxen, or bullock was wanton and would not be subject to the yoke.  " . . . turn thou me, and I shall be turned; . . ."  Here the Prophet Jeremiah shows how the faithful used to pray, that is, they desired God to tame them as they cannot turn of themselves.
This here being prayed for, not only shows a sense and the need of it, but of inability to work it, that it is not in the power of man to do it, that he is not active, but passive in it.  It is the Lord's work, and His only, and that when He does it, it is done effectually:  for thou art the Lord my God: the "Lord," the Mighty Jehovah, and therefore able to do it.   "My God," the Covenant God, who has promised to do it, and by virtue of Covenant Grace will be the conversion of the Jews; and to which the conversion of everyone is owing:

Passive in it, such as, “But as many as receive him, . . .”
John 1:10-13
10 He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.
11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not.
12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:
Note:  Passive, as in the sense something done to them, as an example:  He received a deadly wound.  Something done to him, not something the man does for himself or to himself.  They could not receive the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, as they were of satan.  Another passive RECEIVED example, Matthew 19:29, something done to them. 


13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
Note:  This here being prayed for, not only shows a sense and the need of it, but of inability to work it, that it is not in the power of man to do it, that he is not active, but passive in it.  It is the Lord's work, and His only, and that when He does it, it is done effectually:  for thou art the Lord my God: the "Lord," the Mighty Jehovah, and therefore able to do it.   "My God," the Covenant God, who has promised to do it, and by virtue of Covenant Grace will be the conversion of the Jews; and to which the conversion of everyone is owing:




Romans 11:25
25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.

"for thou [shalt be] the Lord my God"; I will own, acknowledge, fear, serve, and Glorify Thee as such.


Matthew 5:6
6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.
Note:  As hunger and thirst are the keenest of our appetites, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, by employing this figure here, plainly means those whose deepest cravings are after His Righteousness:
As the spiritual meaning of the Prodigal Son . . .

Luke 15:17
17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 
Romans 3:24-26
24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:
25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;
26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.
Matthew 5:7
7 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.
Note:  “Blessed are the merciful: . . .”  Those who show mercy to men, to those that are poor, indigent, and miserable, in their outward circumstances, by both sympathizing with them, and distributing unto them, not only making use of expressions of pity and concern for them, but communicating with readiness and cheerfulness, with affection and tenderness, and with a view to the Glory of God.  When they also show mercy to the souls of men, by instructing such as are ignorant, giving them good counsel and advice, reproving them for sin, praying for them, forgiving injuries done by them, and by comforting those that are cast down. To show mercy is very delightful to, and desirable by God, it is what He requires, and is one of the weightier matters of the Law, it is very ornamental to a child of God, and what makes him more like to His Heavenly Father. 
Matthew 23:23
23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.
Note:  The happiness of such persons who show mercy, as God has shown them Mercy is this, that they shall obtain mercy, from man, whenever they are attended with any uncomfortable circumstances of life, for whoever is merciful, men show mercy to him, and from God, through the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, which is free, sovereign, abundant (plenteous), and eternal. Men are said to obtain this, when they are regenerated, (Saved) and Called by God’s Grace, and when they have a discovery, and an application, of the forgiveness of their sins.  Here, it seems to design those supplies of Grace and Mercy, which merciful persons may expect to find and obtain, at the Throne of Grace, to help them in time of need, and who shall not only obtain Mercy from God in this life, but in the world to come, in the great day of the Lord:
2 Timothy 1:18
18 The Lord grant unto him that he may find mercy of the Lord in that day: and in how many things he ministered unto me at Ephesus, thou knowest very well.
Psalm 86:5 
5For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon thee.
Psalm 86:15 
15But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious, long suffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth.

Psalm 103:8 
8The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.
Psalm 130:7 
7Let Israel hope in the Lord: for with the Lord there is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption. 

Matthew 5:8
8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.
Note:  “Blessed are the pure in heart: . . .” Not pure in the head, for men may have pure notions and impure hearts.  Not pure in the hand, or action, or in outward conversation only, so the Pharisees were outwardly righteous before men, but inwardly full of impurity, but pure in heart. The heart of man is naturally unclean, nor is it in the power of man to make it clean.

Psalm 10:3
3 For the wicked boasteth of his heart's desire, and blesseth the covetous, whom the Lord abhorreth.
Jeremiah 17:9
9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?
Nor does man have the power to make his own heart pure from his sin, nor is any man in this life, in such sense, so pure in heart, as to be entirely free from sin.
Romans 3:23
23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
Note:  Man cannot be free from sin.  This is only true, however of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, His Angels, and His Glorified Saints.  Man, those True Worshipers, the Elect of God, those Born Again, such may be said to be so, who, though they have sin dwelling in them, are justified from all sin, by the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and are washed clean through the Word, and a sentence of justification pronounced upon them, on the account of the imputed righteousness granted them by the great Mighty God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whose iniquities are all of them forgiven, and whose hearts are sprinkled with the blood of their Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, which cleanses them from all sin and unrighteousness.  These have the Grace of God wrought in their hearts, which, though as yet imperfect, it is entirely pure, as God declares them sinless as the seed (the Holy Spirit) remains in them:
1 John 3:9
9 Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.

However, if man declares before other men that he has no sins, he is a liar and the Truth is not in him:
1 John 1:8
8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
Note:  There is not the least spot or stain of sin in a Born Again Believer’s heart, as they most earnestly desire after more purity of heart, life, and conversation. Happy they are, for they shall see God, in this life, enjoying Communion with Him, both in private and public.  In the house and ordinances of God, where they often behold His beauty, see His power and His Glory, and taste, and know, that He is good and Gracious.  Also, in the other world, where they shall see God in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, with the eyes of their understanding fully enlightened, and God incarnate, with the eyes of their bodies, after the resurrection, which at the sight of Christ, and God in Christ Jesus, will be unspeakably Glorious, desirable, delightful, and satisfying.  

Matthew 5:9
9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.
Note:  “Blessed are the peace makers: . . .”  Not between God and man, for no man can make his own peace with God, nor can any mere creature, Angels, or men, make it for him.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, in this sense, is the only peace maker, the Prince of Peace, between men and men, and such are they, who are of peaceable dispositions themselves, live peaceably with all men, and with one another, as their relation obliges to, and their mutual comfort requires, and with the men of the world, and who are ready, willing, and very serviceable, in composing differences, and making peace between their fellow creatures and fellow Christians.

“ . . . for they shall be called the children of God.”  That is, they are the children of God by God’s adopting Grace:
Ephesians 1:4-6
4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:
5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,
6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.
Note:  Being children of God is made manifest in their regeneration (being Saved), and is evidenced by the fruits of it, of which this is one, being a peace maker, they not only shall be, and more manifestly appear to be, the sons of God in the hereafter, but they are, and are known to be so now, by their peaceable disposition, which is wrought in them by the Holy Spirit of God, whereby they become like to the God of Peace, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the great and only peacemaker, and so are truly sons of God and the sons of peace.
Matthew 5:10

10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Note:  “Blessed are they which are persecuted . . .”  Not for any crimes they have done.  Nor, for unrighteousness and iniquity, as murderers, thieves, and evildoers, but for righteousness sake.  On account of their righteous and godly conversation, which brings upon them the hatred and enmity of the men of the world.  Living as Saints, living righteously, who separate themselves from the world of evil, and profess themselves not to belong to them, their religious life sets a brand upon, and distinguishes other persons.  Yes, it reproves and condemns non-Believers wicked lives and practices, and this fills them with wrath against them, and puts them on to persecuting them. 
Luke 6:22
22 Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of man's sake.
John 7:7
7 The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the works thereof are evil.
John 15:18
18 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.
1 John 3:13
13 Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you.
Note:  By "righteousness sake" may be meant, a righteous cause, the cause of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Gospel, for Christians making a profession of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone for the Salvation, showing a concern for His interest, and by engaging in a vindication of His Person and Truths, and in so doing Saints expose themselves to the rage and persecution of men.  Particularly, they are persecuted for Preaching the Truth of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, maintaining, or embracing, the Doctrine of Justification by the Righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone, because it is not of man, nor agreeable to the carnal reason of man, and it is opposite to the way of justification, which men naturally receive.  It excludes boasting, and is contrary to their carnal and selfish principles, persecution is either verbal with the tongue, by cruel mockings and reproachful language, or real, by deeds, such as confiscation of goods, banishment, imprisonment of body, beatings and innumerable sorts of death, the latter seems here more especially designed, and yet the Saints, though thus used, or rather abused, are happy, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.  The same blessedness is predicated of these as of the poor in spirit, in Matthew 5:3. 


Matthew 5:11
11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.
Note:  Revile in the Greek means:  properly, to disgrace (insult), reproach; mock (curse); insult, cast blame (create shame) – viewing someone as culpably guilty and therefore deserving punishment.


Then . . . the curses of the Mighty God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth . . .

Matthew 23:13-16

13But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.
14Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation.
15Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves.
16Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say, Whosoever shall swear by the temple, it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear by the gold of the temple, he is a debtor!


Matthew 23:23 
23Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.


Matthew 23:25 
25Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess.



Matthew 23:27 
27Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness.

Matthew 23:29 
29Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the righteous,

Luke 6:24 
24But woe unto you that are rich! for ye have received your consolation.
25Woe unto you that are full! for ye shall hunger. Woe unto you that laugh now! for ye shall mourn and weep.
26Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the false prophets.


Luke 11:42-44

42But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, and pass over judgment and the love of God: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.
43Woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye love the uppermost seats in the synagogues, and greetings in the markets.
44Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are as graves which appear not, and the men that walk over them are not aware of them.




Luke 11:46-47 
46And he said, Woe unto you also, ye lawyers! for ye lade men with burdens grievous to be borne, and ye yourselves touch not the burdens with one of your fingers.
47Woe unto you! for ye build the sepulchres of the prophets, and your fathers killed them.



Luke 11:52 
52Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves, and them that were entering in ye hindered.
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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