Matthew 9:2 
2And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee.

Note:  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth calls him Son, using the name Son as a kind, tender, and endearing appellation, or as considering the man in the Grace of adoption, as one that God the Father had put among the Chosen of God to receive Salvation, as God the Father had given to the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as such, and whom He should bring to Glory. The Lord Jesus Christ bids him ". . . be of good cheer; . . ." whose earthly spirits were fainting through the disease that was upon him, and the fatigue he had underwent in being brought to Christ Jesus.  The man's soul more distressed and dejected, under a sense of his own sins and transgressions, which the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth knowing, very pertinently says, " . . .thy sins be forgiven thee."  Nothing could be more cheering and reviving to a Born Again Believer.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth says this to show, that sin was the cause of the disease and affliction that were upon this man, and that the cause being removed by the Lord Jesus Christ, the effects then ceased.  This, the man could now be assured, and therefore had good reason to cheer up, and be of good heart, and walk courageously into the future knowing who his Lord, Savior, and God was clearly, the Lord Jesus Christ. This was a wonderful instance of the Grace of Christ Jesus, bestowing a blessing unasked, and that of the greatest moment and importance in one's life.

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth bids the man to be of good cheer; and then cures him. The Lord Jesus Christ would have those to whom He deals His gifts, to be seeking Him, and trusting in Him, and those who are Called and come are told to be of good courage.  This, is the good reason for that encouragement, "Thy sins are forgiven thee." Now this must be considered, as an introduction to the cure of his bodily disease, Thy sins are pardoned, and therefore thou shalt be healed. Note, as sin is the cause of sickness and disease, so the remission of sin is the comfort of recovery from sickness and disease.  One's sin may be pardoned, and yet the sickness not removed.  Also, the sickness may be removed, and yet the sin not pardoned.  If, though, we have the comfort of our reconciliation to God, with the comfort of our recovery from sickness and disease, this makes it a mercy indeed to us, as to King Hezekiah:


Isaiah 38:17
17 Behold, for peace I had great bitterness: but thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption: for thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back.


They who, through Grace, have some evidence of the forgiveness of their sins, have reasons to be of good cheer, whatever outward troubles or afflictions they are under.  Why, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth makes it so:
Isaiah 33:24
24 And the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick: the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity.



Isaiah 33:10-24

10 Now will I rise, saith the Lord; now will I be exalted; now will I lift up myself.

11 Ye shall conceive chaff, ye shall bring forth stubble: your breath, as fire, shall devour you.

12 And the people shall be as the burnings of lime: as thorns cut up shall they be burned in the fire.

13 Hear, ye that are far off, what I have done; and, ye that are near, acknowledge my might.

14 The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings?

15 He that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of oppressions, that shaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil;

16 He shall dwell on high: his place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks: bread shall be given him; his waters shall be sure.

17 Thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty: they shall behold the land that is very far off.

18 Thine heart shall meditate terror. Where is the scribe? where is the receiver? where is he that counted the towers?

19 Thou shalt not see a fierce people, a people of a deeper speech than thou canst perceive; of a stammering tongue, that thou canst not understand.

20 Look upon Zion, the city of our solemnities: thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that shall not be taken down; not one of the stakes thereof shall ever be removed, neither shall any of the cords thereof be broken.

21 But there the glorious Lord will be unto us a place of broad rivers and streams; wherein shall go no galley with oars, neither shall gallant ship pass thereby.

22 For the Lord is our judge, the Lord is our lawgiver, the Lord is our king; he will save us.

23 Thy tacklings are loosed; they could not well strengthen their mast, they could not spread the sail: then is the prey of a great spoil divided; the lame take the prey.

24 And the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick: the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity.



Matthew 14:22-33

22 And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and to go before him unto the other side, while he sent the multitudes away.

23 And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was come, he was there alone.

24 But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary.

25 And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea.

Note:  Between 3:00 and 6:00 A.M.  This was according to the division of the night into four watches, by the Jews.  The Jews had four watches in the night, and four watches in the day.  The first watch began at six o'clock in the evening, and lasted till nine o'clock; the second began at nine o'clock, and ended at twelve o'clock midnight; the third began at twelve o'clock, and closed at three o'clock; the fourth began at three o'clock, and ended at six o'clock in the morning.


26 And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear.

27 But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.

28 And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water.

29 And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus.

30 But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me.

31 And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?

32 And when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased.

33 Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God.


Note:  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth may sometimes be near His people, and they not know Him; as the Lord Jesus Christ was in the place where Jacob was, and Jacob knew it not:



Genesis 28:16
16 And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the Lord is in this place; and I knew it not.

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was standing by Mary Magdalene at the sepulchre, and she took Christ Jesus to be the gardener.  Others also for want of a distinct knowledge of the Mighty God, the Lord Jesus Christ in His person, Offices, and Grace, as these unrepented sinners have a wrong apprehension of Him, and they are filled with dread and fears, concluding they have no interest in Him, maybe thinking that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is indeed a Savior, but not of them.  As their sins are so many, and of such a type, and attended with such aggravating circumstances, that though the Lord Jesus Christ is able to Save them, He never can be willing to receive such vile sinners as they.  When the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth makes Himself known unto them, as the able and willing Savior, and their Savior and Redeemer, then, instead of dreading Him as their Judge, their fears vanish, their faith increases, and they are ready to do anything He shall order them.  As the Apostle Peter says in verse 28 above (and directly below) as he was willing to come to the Lord Jesus Christ, stepping out by faith on the water, in the middle of a storm, when the Apostle Peter knew who He was, if the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth would but bid the Apostle Peter to come . . .  
28Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water.  29 And he said, Come.

The Apostle Matthew the publican immediately left all he had and followed the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth having the Lord Jesus Christ walk by Matthew and bid him come with Him by saying, " . . . Follow me."


Matthew 9:9
9 And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose, and followed him.




Two Disciples on the Road to Emmaus did not know the Risen Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  

Luke 24:13-16

13 And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs.

14 And they talked together of all these things which had happened.

15 And it came to pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with them.

16 But their eyes were holden that they should not know him.



To seven at once . . .

John 21:1-7

1 After these things Jesus shewed himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias; and on this wise shewed he himself.

2 There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples.

3 Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him, We also go with thee. They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and that night they caught nothing.

4 But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus.

5 Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, No.

6 And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes.

7 Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher's coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and did cast himself into the sea.



Again, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was standing by Mary Magdalene at the sepulchre, and she took the Lord Jesus Christ to be the gardener:

John 20:11-17
11 But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre,

12 And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain.

13 And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him.

14 And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus.

15 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away.

16 Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master.

17 Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.

Note:  "Jesus saith unto her, touch me not; . . ." Not that His body was a spirit, a ghost, or one which could not be touched.  The prohibition itself shows the contrary, and besides, the Lord Jesus Christ's body was afterwards presented to the Apostle Thomas, to be touched by the Apostle, and to be handled by all the Disciples.  The Lord Jesus Christ's feet were held by the women, which is what Mary Magdalene would have now done, upon the discovery of the Lord Jesus Christ being now alive, she would have thrown herself at his feet, ready to embrace and kiss them, to testify her affection, joy and love, when she is forbidden by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Not that Mary Magdalene was unworthy of the favor, because she had sought Him among the dead, for which the Angels reproved her and the rest.  Neither because the Lord Jesus Christ's body had been raised immortal and glorious, but because the Lord Jesus Christ had an errand to send Mary Magdalene on to His Apostles and Disciples, which required her haste.  Mary Magdalene need not now to stay to show her respect and Worship to Christ Jesus, as she would have ample opportunity to do that before the Lord Jesus Christ's ascension into Heaven at the end of 40 days.

" . . .for I am not yet ascended to my Father: . . ."  You will have time to honor, Worship me, for I have not yet ascended to my Father to rule with Him at His right hand and to be the sole mediator and High Priest in Heaven until I return to Judge the world. Nor did the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth immediately go to God His Father, as the Lord Jesus Christ would stay upon the earth for 40 days before His ascension into Heaven.


Acts 1:6-11

6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?

7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.

8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.

10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel;

11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.


Again, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth rectified the Apostle's mistake, as they thought they were seeing a ghost walking upon the water, by making Himself known to them, much as Joseph to his brothers; ". . . I am Joseph . . ."  Genesis 45:4 and as the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as the "I AM HE" to the nation of Israel, "behold, it is I.":



Isaiah 52:6
6 Therefore my people shall know my name: therefore they shall know in that day that I am he that doth speak: behold, it is I.
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In the midst of the storm, the Lord Jesus Christ does not name Himself to the Apostles, as the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth did to Saul, ". . . I am Jesus . . ."; for Saul, who would become the Apostle Paul, as yet knew Him not as his Lord, King, Savior, and God.  Acts 9:5; Acts 22:8; Acts 26:15 To the Apostles in the midst of the storm it was enough to say, It is I; they knew His voice, as His sheep:



John 10:4
4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice.


John 10:27-28

27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:

28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.


As did Mary Magdalene know the Lord Jesus Christ's voice:

John 20:16
16 Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master.

They needed not ask, Who art thou, Lord?  They need not ask as did the Leader of Israel, Joshua, "Art thou for us or for our adversaries?"


Joshua 5:13-15

13 And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold, there stood a man over against him with his sword drawn in his hand: and Joshua went unto him, and said unto him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries?

14 And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host of the Lord am I now come. And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him, What saith my Lord unto his servant?

15 And the captain of the Lord's host said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so.
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On the ship, in the middle of the storm the Apostles could say as the bride to her future spouse, "It is the voice of my beloved, . . . "

Song of Solomon 2:8 
8The voice of my beloved! behold, he cometh leaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the hills.

Song of Solomon 5:2 
2I sleep, but my heart waketh: it is the voice of my beloved that knocketh, saying, Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my undefiled: for my head is filled with dew, and my locks with the drops of the night.


True believers know it by a good token. It is enough for the Elect of God, the Born Again Believers, the True Worshipers to hear from the Lord God, the I AM, the I AM HE, the Lord of Hosts, the Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace, the Lord of the Vineyard, the Lord of the Harvest, the Lord of the Sabbath, the Lord of Sabaoth, the Lion of the Tribe of Judah:  the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, "be of good cheer."


John 16:33 
33These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.


The Apostle Paul quickly learned the lesson from the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth:


Acts 23:11 
11And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome.

Acts 27:22 
22And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any man's life among you, but of the ship.

Acts 27:25 
25Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me.

-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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