Obama Says No To Legalizing Marijuana, May 3, 2013
“I’ve been asked, and I honestly do not believe that legalizing drugs is the answer,” the president told a large gathering of young Mexicans at the city’s Anthropology Museum.
http://www.talkradionews.com/white-house/2013/05/03/obama-says-no-to-legalizing-marijuana.html#.Uh_MUkBIFrI

https://web.archive.org/web/20130507123524/https://www.talkradionews.com/white-house/2013/05/03/obama-says-no-to-legalizing-marijuana.html#.Uh_MUkBIFrI

In a little over three months, Barack HUSSEIN Obama 
U.S. allows states to legalize recreational marijuana within limits, 
By David Ingram
WASHINGTON | Thu Aug 29, 2013 4:05pm EDT
(Reuters) - In a move marijuana advocates hailed as a historic shift, the Obama administration on Thursday began giving U.S. states wide leeway to experiment with pot legalization and started by letting Colorado and Washington carry out new laws permitting recreational use.

Obama on marijuana legalization: ‘Important for it to go forward’
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/obama-on-marijuana-legalization-important-for-it-to-go-forward
Marijuana Ruling Could Signal End of Prohibition on Pot
http://gma.yahoo.com/marijuana-ruling-could-signal-end-prohibition-pot-151612677--abc-news-topstories.html

https://web.archive.org/web/20141019204752/https://gma.yahoo.com/marijuana-ruling-could-signal-end-prohibition-pot-151612677--abc-news-topstories.html

Jim Pasco, executive director of the Fraternal Order of Police, the nation's largest police union, was disappointed with the Justice Department's decision, but said that he had already reached out to set up meetings to talk with leadership in the department and he was "open to discussion" about the benefits. 
 "I would tell you that certainly the overwhelming majority of law enforcement officers oppose legalization," he said, "but that is not to say that we're not willing to have a conversation about it. It is, from our perspective, a gateway drug and opinions to the contrary don't have the weight of fact behind them." 
 "We want to talk to (the DOJ) about their thought process and ours and where the disconnect is," he said. "From our perspective the only fault with the status quo is that we aren't making a bigger dent and we'd like to make a bigger one."
7 big myths about marijuana and legalization
http://news.yahoo.com/7-big-myths-marijuana-legalization-170608992--politics.html

https://web.archive.org/web/20130908021826/http://news.yahoo.com/7-big-myths-marijuana-legalization-170608992--politics.html
Just days after President Obama told the press through his spokesman that he was not prepared to change federal marijuana laws, the Justice Department announced last week that it would defer its right to challenge state laws legalizing marijuana in Washington and Colorado. Its decision not to enforce federal anti-marijuana laws in those states mark a significant change for the administration, and Americans can now expect the creation of large, for-profit commercial marijuana enterprises that will threaten public health and safety.As a former drug-policy adviser in the Obama administration, I’m often asked why anyone would oppose marijuana legalization. The answer is found in my new book, “Reefer Sanity: Seven Great Myths About Marijuana.” In short, my work has shown that marijuana legalization would pose too many risks to public health and safety. Based on almost two decades of research, community-based work, and policy practice across three presidential administrations in which I have worked, here are seven widely held myths about marijuana that Americans need to know.


Galatians 5:16-20

16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.

17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.

18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.

19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,

20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,



Note:  The word witchcraft in the Greek means:  Magic, sorcery, enchantment (Enchantment:  Flaming, magic spell that flamed, burned into the air.  Emulated by a "witches brew".  Or, to influence by or as if by charms and incantation : bewitch. To Enchant:  to attract or move deeply, i.e.:  to rouse to ecstatic admiration).  Properly, drug-related sorcery, like the practice of magical-arts.  Sorcery, use of magical arts, are what was called "Secret Arts, " or "Black Arts" often found in connection with idolatry and fostered by it.  Isaiah 47:9, Exodus 7:11, Exodus 7:22, Exodus 8:18, Revelation 18:23, Revelation 9:21, Leviticus 19:26-28; Leviticus 19:31,  



The Greek word for witchcraft is pharmakeús, a sorcerer.   Witchcraft was mainly done by men, and reserved for men until the middle ages.  Words such as pharmacy and pharmacology (study of drugs) come from this same root. – A person using drug-based incantations or drugging religious enchantments; a pharmakeus-practitioner one who "mixes up distorted religious potions" like a sorcerer-magician. They try to "work their magic" by performing pseudo "supernatural" stunts, which has a "drugging" effect on the aspiring religious zealot, inducing them to think they have "special spiritual powers".


pharmakeia: the use of medicine, drugs or spells
Original Word: φαρμακεία, ας, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: pharmakeia
Phonetic Spelling: (far-mak-i'-ah)
Short Definition: magic, sorcery, enchantment
Definition: magic, sorcery, enchantment.
Properly, drug-related sorcery, like the practice of magical-arts.


2 Kings 9:22

22 And it came to pass, when Joram saw Jehu, that he said, Is it peace, Jehu? And he answered, What peace, so long as the whoredoms of thy mother Jezebel and her witchcrafts are so many?


Revelation 2:17-28

17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.

18 And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass;

19 I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the first.

20 Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.

21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not.

22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds.

23 And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works.

24 But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other burden.

25 But that which ye have already hold fast till I come.

26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations:

27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father.

28 And I will give him the morning star.


Returning to Galatians 5:20-26

20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,

21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.

25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

26 Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another.


Some question whether the recreational use of drugs is really a sin. Though drugs are not directly mentioned  in the Holy Bible, drug abuse clearly breaks many of the universal principles revealed to us in Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible.

Maybe you never thought of this, but you should know that drug use opens you up to spiritual attack. Some American Indians used peyote and other "natural" substances to get high so that they could speak to their "spiritual guides".  Those "guides" weren't Angels of God, but were of satan and was his "angels" i.e.:  demons, devils.  Satan will use drugs and/or alcohol to get a stronghold in your life.  Satan loves it when you lose control, get drunk or get high. Satan wants you to be off guard and hallucinating. There are specific demonic spirits associated with liquor, thus we call liquor "spirits".  Also, this is the same with marijuana, cocaine, heroin, opium, etc. . . .  Every time you use these substances, you are unknowingly opening the door for these demonic spirits to come into your life.

Alcohol comes from the Arabic "al-kuhl" which was the name of a body-eating spirit.   In fact, the English word "ghoul" comes from the same word.   

When Arab alchemists' (Alchemists:  One who is a practitioner of alchemy which is an influential philosophical tradition whose practitioners have, from antiquity, claimed it to be the precursor to profound powers. The defining objectives of alchemy are varied, but historically have typically included one or more of the following goals: the creation of the fabled philosopher's stone; the ability to transform base metals into the noble metals (gold or silver); and development of an elixir of life.) ingested alcohol their senses deadened and they named the substance according to its "body-taking" qualities.   Knowing this, Europeans who understood its etymology coined the use of the term "spirits" for alcohol.  The loss of control by a man under control of demons, devils is common, Matthew 17:14-18. The origin of the word "rum" is generally unclear. In an 1824 essay about the word's origin, Samuel Morewood, a British etymologist, suggested it might be from the British slang term for "the best", as in "having a rum time." He wrote:  As spirits, extracted from molasses, could not well be ranked under the name whiskey, brandy, or arrack, it would be called rum, to denote its excellence or superior quality, and the word rum, meaning "strong" or "potent".—Samuel Morewood[1].  The most probable origin of the word rum is as a truncated version of rumbullion or rumbustion.[2] Both words surfaced in English about the same time as rum did (Coromines states 1651 as the first recording of "rumbullion", and 1654 for "rum" -1770 for the first recording in Spanish of ron), and were slang terms for "tumult" or "uproar".  This is a far more convincing explanation, and brings the image of fractious men fighting in entanglements at island tippling houses, which are early versions of the bar.[1]  Some of the many other names for rum are "Nelson's blood, kill-devil, demon water, pirate's drink, navy neaters, and Barbados water".[6] A version of rum from Newfoundland is referred to by the name screech, while some low-grade West Indies rums are called tafia.[7]  One of the most widely used names was "Demon Rum". 

The use of the term spirits for alcohol goes back so far that it is impossible to know for sure due the lack of written evidence, but this seems the simplest answer, that it appears by mens behavior, lack of control, lack of being able to understand, that from drinking alcohol a devil or demon took possession of some who drank them.

The word alchemy may derive from the Old French alquimie, which is from the Medieval Latin alchimia, and which is in turn from the Arabic al-kimia (الكيمياء‎). This term itself is derived from the Ancient Greek chemeia (χημεία) or chemia (χημία)[24] with the addition of the Arabic definite article al- (الـ‎).[25] The ancient Greek word may have been derived from[26] a version of the Egyptian name for Egypt, which was itself based on the Ancient Egyptian word kēme (hieroglyphic Khmi, black earth, as opposed to desert sand).[25]
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alchemists


Drug abuse is illegal in most countries, therefore it breaks the civil law, which is a sin:


Romans 13:1-5

1 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.

2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation.

3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same:

4 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.

5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake.



Drug use induces intoxication, drunkenness. The Holy Bible clearly speaks against intoxication:


Galatians 5:19-21

19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,

20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,

21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.



Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible repeatedly Commands us to be sober and self-controlled (1 Peter 1:13, 1 Thessalonians 5:6, 1 Timothy 3:11, Titus 2:2-12, 1 Peter 1:13, 1 Peter 4:7, 1 Peter 5:8). Drugs, including marijuana, make people lose their inhibitions and weakens their self-control.

Over time, drugs harm the soul, mind and body.   We are told to keep our body Holy for it is the Temple of the Holy Spirit, and you don't own it, if you are a Christian.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth owns it, as He bought it with His Own blood . . . :


1 Corinthians 6:19
19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?;


Furthermore, it could be argued that spending money on drugs is bad stewardship of the money and resources of which God has made us Stewards. The Holy Bible also says:

Proverbs 21:17
17 He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man: he that loveth wine and oil shall not be rich.
Note:  Please in the Hebrew here means:  mirth, pleasure, (rejoicing instead of doing work) will be a poor man . . . .  that is, he that loves them immoderately.  Otherwise in moderation they may be both loved and used.  Both "wine" and "oil" are used for high living, luxurious feasts, costly entertainments.  Being so, and continually made, will not suffer to be poor. The sense is this, one that makes a "god of his belly," that is both a winebibber and a glutton, as oil means fat here, who indulges to rich eating and drinking, in course leaves little for his heir.  This holds true with respect to spiritual as to temporal things.  Such persons are poor, and are not rich in spiritual things, that indulge in carnal pleasures by seeking gratification for their sensual appetites.


Taking drugs is selfish, in that one seeks his own pleasure and happiness.  The Holy Bible says true love (charity) seeks not its own.


1 Corinthians 13:4-10

4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,

5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil;

6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth;

7 Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.

8 Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.

9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.

10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.



Drugs leads to enslavement.  Anything that enslaves is contrary to the freedom God seeks for us:


1 Corinthians 6:12
12 All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.


Drug use often leads to drug abuse, which leads to many other sins such as lying to friends or family, sexual immorality, suicide, and many others sins.

Drugs steal peoples time and money, drugs destroy peoples minds and lives, drugs often cause death.


The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth said the thief, satan, comes to steal, kill and destroy.  The Lord Jesus Christ said He had come to give life:


John 10:10
10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.


The destructive nature of drugs is identical to that of satan. Drugs are a lie, that convinces people that they can have the pleasure, and it will not do them harm, that drugs can be just used for pleasure. Drug use doesn’t mix with a godly life.  We who are Christians cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils (demons):


1 Corinthians 10:21
21 Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils.



Drug abuse is equal to sorcery. A sorcerer was a person that prepared or used magic potions, to bring people under their control. In the New Testament the word "sorcerer" is translated from the Greek word "Pharmakeus", which comes from the Greek word for drug "pharmakon". English words such as pharmacy and pharmacology (study of drugs) come from this same root. The Holy Bible calls sorcery a "work of the flesh" which fulfils the lust of the flesh, the strong desire of the flesh to be intoxicated:

Galatians 5:16-17

16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.

17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.



God clearly condemns sorcerers, saying they share the same destiny as fornicators, murderers, idolaters, and whoever love lies and live a life of lies . . . 

Revelation 22:15
15 For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.



Throughout history, drugs have been closely related to heathen and pagan forms of spirituality.  Shamans, witchdoctors, magicians, druids and the like have been known to use and administer drugs for "spiritual purposes".  Many people who take drugs claims to have a "spiritual connection" with God.   Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible warns against following the ways of the heathen:


Jeremiah 10:2
2 Thus saith the Lord, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at them.


2 Kings 17:15
15 And they rejected his statutes, and his covenant that he made with their fathers, and his testimonies which he testified against them; and they followed vanity, and became vain, and went after the heathen that were round about them, concerning whom the Lord had charged them, that they should not do like them.


Under the influence of drugs humans are more capable of committing great atrocities.  An an example the Nazis often drank themselves into a stupor before lining up Jews and shooting them by the hundreds.

Drug abuse easily causes others to stumble, the children of drug abusers are more likely to follow in their parents footsteps. The Holy Bible instructs us to avoid anything that may cause anybody else to stumble:


Romans 14:21
21 It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak.




The Holy Bible speaks against those that are lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God:


2 Timothy 3:4-5

4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;

5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.


To love pleasure more than God is to commit idolatry, which is a sin.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth said the first and greatest Commandment is:


Matthew 22:37-40

37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.

38 This is the first and great commandment.

39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.



Only by understanding the Truth of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible can people come to know what they love more:  God or pleasure.

People usually take drugs as a substitute to seek peace, pleasure, and what some call joy.  The Holy Bible says that such things are only found through a relationship with God the Father, through the God the Holy Spirit, by and through God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone. Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible instructs us that rather than get drunk with wine, we should seek to be filled with the Holy Spirit:




Ephesians 5:18-21

18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;

19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;

20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;

21 Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.



The altered state of consciousness that comes with being in an intoxicated state, is a false reality, where fact and fantasy become blurred. If you love the Truth you will not love any form of falsehood including drug induced false realities. Christians are Called people that love the Truth:

John 8:32
32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.


John 8:36 
36If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.


John 8:45 
45And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not.


John 14:6
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.


1 John 2:21 
21I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth.


1 John 2:27 
27But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.


2 Thessalonians 2:10
10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.




The Holy Bible condemns those that love and practice lies:

Revelation 22:15
15 For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.


A man's mind is where most spiritual battles are fought, for the logic of the mind is a type of barrier between the Spiritual and the natural realm. When devils (demons) attack, they attack the mind.  They try and project evil thoughts into our mind as they are led by satan, and satan does with the non-believer as he wills.  The spiritual realm trumps, or is over, the physical realm:


2 Timothy 2:26 
26And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.


That is why we need the Helmet of Salvation, and the Sword of the Spirit, to protect our minds:

Ephesians 6:17
17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:



Christians are instructed to bring every thought and imagination under the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth:


2 Corinthians 10:3-6

3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:

4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)

5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;

6 And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled.




Drugs, including marijuana and excess alcohol often cause peoples thoughts and imagination to run uncontrolled and wild.  The Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, tells us we should focus our thoughts on things that are true, honest, pure, lovely, respectable, virtuous and praiseworthy:

Philippians 4:8

8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.



Nothing outside of a man's body, except the things of God, should control a man:

1 Corinthians 14:32 
32And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.





Revelation 5:1-14

1 And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the backside, sealed with seven seals.

2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof?

3 And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon.

4 And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon.

5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.

6 And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.

7 And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne.

8 And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints.

9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;

10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.

11 And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands;

12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.

13 And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.

14 And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever.

 


The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth hath made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth, see Revelation 5:10 above.

We are not Called, as kings, to drink wine (to get drunk on wine).  Give strong drink to them that parish.


Proverbs 31:4-7

4 It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine; nor for princes strong drink:

5 Lest they drink, and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of any of the afflicted.

6 Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine unto those that be of heavy hearts.

7 Let him drink, and forget his poverty, and remember his misery no more.



As a man who holds the Office of Bishop, an Elder in the Church, is to be as a king and priests, one who rules over his flock, as a King would rule over a nation, the Elder was not to drink wine:


Titus 1:6-9

6 If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of riot or unruly.

7 For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre;

8 But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate;

9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.



A Deacon, also a man, is not to drink much wine, not to get drunk:


1 Timothy 3:1-13

1 This is a true saying, if a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work.

2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach;

3 Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous;

4 One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity;

5 (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?)

6 Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil.

7 Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.

8 Likewise must the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre;

9 Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience.

10 And let these also first be proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, being found blameless.

11 Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things.

12 Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well.

13 For they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.





Christianity offers good news, for the message of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is one of healing, freedom and deliverance to those that suffer and are in bondage to sin of all kinds:




Luke 4:18-19

18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,

19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.



Numerous people throughout the ages have testified of being set free from all kinds of enslaving habits, as a result of admitting their sin and repenting by the power of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth in their lives, and by turning to God through Him for their help.


This is exactly what the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth promised.  The Lord Jesus Christ promised He would help all those that call on His name, according to the Father's Will:




John 14:13-14

13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.

14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.



1 John 5:13-15

13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.

14 And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us:

15 And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.



Acts 2:21
21 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.


Romans 10:13
13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.



John 6:37 
37All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.


John 8:36
36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.




Note:  Egypt was regarded as the home of magic, of magic and magicians. The practice of magic was strictly prohibited to Israelites.  Witchcraft, or magic, was supposed to have no power over Israel, if they owned and served their God.

Babylonian Talmudic writings distinguishing several classes of magicians. www.alemattec.com/Kabbalah, black magic.  The Jewish Talmud teaches that Jesus was sent to hell, where he is punished by boiling excrement for mocking the Rabbis . . . .doc In general the black art might be practiced either through devils, (demons), or else by the employment of magical means.  The Baal Obh, (Note:  Baal, is the Lord of darkness, satan) or the one who is the conjuror of the dead, evoked a voice from under the armpit, or from other members of the dead body, the arms or other members being struck together, for the purpose of eliciting the sound.  Necromancer, one who practices necromancy, speaking to a false diety or to the dea Deuteronomy 18:10-12, might be practiced in two different ways. The dead might be called up (by a method which scarcely bears description), in which case they would appear with the feet upwards. Hung upside down, as the Roman Catholic "church" likes to make claim of the Apostle Peter.  This must not be practiced only on the Sabbath. Or again, a skull might, by magical means, be made to answer. This might be done on the Sabbath also (Sanh.65 a and b). Or a devil (demon) might be conjured up by a certain kind of incense, and then employed in their magic. A second class of magicians (called Yideoni) uttered oracles by putting a certain bone into their mouth. Thirdly, there was the Chabar, or serpent charmer, a distinction being made between a great and small Chabar, according as larger or smaller serpents were charmed. Fourthly, we have the Meonen, who could indicate what days or hours were lucky and unlucky. Fifthly, there was 'the searcher after the dead,' who remained fasting on graves in order to communicate with an unclean spirit.  Lastly, the Menachesh, who knew what omens were lucky and what unlucky (Sanh.66 a). And if they were treated only as signs and not as omens, the practice was declared lawful (Chull.95 b).

According to the Babylonian Talmud, many diseases are caused by direct devils, that is demoniac agency. Thus, leprosy (Horay.10 a), rabies (Yoma 83 b), heart-disease (Gitt.67 b), madness, asthma (Bechor.44 b), croup (Yoma 77 b; Taan.20 b), and other diseases, are ascribed to special demons. 



Ezekiel 13:16-23

16 To wit, the prophets of Israel which prophesy concerning Jerusalem, and which see visions of peace for her, and there is no peace, saith the Lord God.

17 Likewise, thou son of man, set thy face against the daughters of thy people, which prophesy out of their own heart; and prophesy thou against them,

18 And say, Thus saith the Lord God; Woe to the women that sew pillows to all armholes, and make kerchiefs upon the head of every stature to hunt souls! Will ye hunt the souls of my people, and will ye save the souls alive that come unto you?

19 And will ye pollute me among my people for handfuls of barley and for pieces of bread, to slay the souls that should not die, and to save the souls alive that should not live, by your lying to my people that hear your lies?

20 Wherefore thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I am against your pillows, wherewith ye there hunt the souls to make them fly, and I will tear them from your arms, and will let the souls go, even the souls that ye hunt to make them fly.

21 Your kerchiefs also will I tear, and deliver my people out of your hand, and they shall be no more in your hand to be hunted; and ye shall know that I am the Lord.

22 Because with lies ye have made the heart of the righteous sad, whom I have not made sad; and strengthened the hands of the wicked, that he should not return from his wicked way, by promising him life:

23 Therefore ye shall see no more vanity, nor divine divinations: for I will deliver my people out of your hand: and ye shall know that I am the Lord.




Isaiah 44:20
20 He feedeth on ashes: a deceived heart hath turned him aside, that he cannot deliver his soul, nor say, Is there not a lie in my right hand?
Note:  He is abused as one that would eat ashes, thinking to satisfy his hunger.  It is as if a man fed on ashes instead of nourishing food, here speaking for spiritual food, God's Word.  He is feeding on that which has no savour nor substance, can yield no nourishment, but, on the contrary, is pernicious and hurtful to the man.  It is like Ephraim's feeding on wind, Hosea 12:1.  He is like a "Prophet" feeding on chaff instead of wheat, the weed instead of the nourishing food, Jeremiah 23:28.  Like the chaff and wheat, the man cannot tell the difference between them.  The man who feeds upon and delight himself in sinful lusts, or false Doctrines, may be said to feed on the same sort of food, chaff, on ashes.  Here it was true of the idol in a literal sense, as part of the wood of which it was made being reduced to ashes, Isaiah 44:15, and that the "god" he created is itself reduced to the same fate.  Behold his god, in now part of the ashes on the very food he eats.  The man has become one who feeds on foolishness, Proverbs 15:14.  Image-making is described, to expose the folly of idolaters. Though a man had used part of a log for fuel, he fell down before an image made of the remainder, praying it to deliver him. Man greatly dishonors God, when he represents God, including the Son of God, after the image of man. Satan blinds the eyes of unbelievers, causing absurd reasonings in matters of religion. When men seek happiness in worldly things they run into unbelief, superstition, or any false system, not following the Truth of God in His Word, they feed on ashes. A heart deceived by pride, love of sin, and departure from God, turns men aside from God's Holy Truth, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and True Worship. While the affections are depraved, a man holds fast the lie as his best treasure. Man's heart is set upon the wealth of the world and its pleasures. In so doing, man sins against His very Maker, God, and God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  The wealth of this world and its pleasure will certainly prove a lie. He that would have his soul delivered, must question his conscience, "Is there not a lie in my right hand"?

When a man is possessed with a strong belief in their icons/idols, he cannot deliver his soul from them, he cannot divest himself of his erroneous and wicked principles, and leave his idolatrous practices, or be persuaded that he is in the wrong in his false worship, nor say, is there not a lie in my right hand? The idol, which his right hand has made, or he has accepted into his right hand, is but a lie, a lie straight from the pits of Hell, a mere vanity, not to be depended upon and trusted in, nor to be worshiped by him.  This icon/idol is highly esteemed and loved as his right hand and thus he cannot be persuaded to believe, and say that it is a falsehood and a work of errors.  Such is the force and fascination of idolatry, when a person becomes ensnared and entangled with it.



Those that are given up to believe in a lie and are under the power of strong delusions, which God has sent to them:


2 Thessalonians 2:11-12

11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:

12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.



Idolaters have a lie in their right hand . . .  as an idol is a lie, is not what he pretends, performs not what it promises, and it is a teacher of lies . . .



Habakkuk 2:18
18 What profiteth the graven image that the maker thereof hath graven it; the molten image, and a teacher of lies, that the maker of his work trusteth therein, to make dumb idols



A man's heart will be the first to go astray, then the intellect, and also the man's life . . .


Romans 1:28
28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;


Ephesians 4:18
18 Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart:



Isaiah 44:9-21

9 They that make a graven image are all of them vanity; and their delectable things shall not profit; and they are their own witnesses; they see not, nor know; that they may be ashamed.

10 Who hath formed a god, or molten a graven image that is profitable for nothing?

11 Behold, all his fellows shall be ashamed: and the workmen, they are of men: let them all be gathered together, let them stand up; yet they shall fear, and they shall be ashamed together.

12 The smith with the tongs both worketh in the coals, and fashioneth it with hammers, and worketh it with the strength of his arms: yea, he is hungry, and his strength faileth: he drinketh no water, and is faint.

13 The carpenter stretcheth out his rule; he marketh it out with a line; he fitteth it with planes, and he marketh it out with the compass, and maketh it after the figure of a man, according to the beauty of a man; that it may remain in the house.

14 He heweth him down cedars, and taketh the cypress and the oak, which he strengtheneth for himself among the trees of the forest: he planteth an ash, and the rain doth nourish it.

15 Then shall it be for a man to burn: for he will take thereof, and warm himself; yea, he kindleth it, and baketh bread; yea, he maketh a god, and worshippeth it; he maketh it a graven image, and falleth down thereto.

16 He burneth part thereof in the fire; with part thereof he eateth flesh; he roasteth roast, and is satisfied: yea, he warmeth himself, and saith, Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire:

17 And the residue thereof he maketh a god, even his graven image: he falleth down unto it, and worshippeth it, and prayeth unto it, and saith, Deliver me; for thou art my god.

18 They have not known nor understood: for he hath shut their eyes, that they cannot see; and their hearts, that they cannot understand.

19 And none considereth in his heart, neither is there knowledge nor understanding to say, I have burned part of it in the fire; yea, also I have baked bread upon the coals thereof; I have roasted flesh, and eaten it: and shall I make the residue thereof an abomination? shall I fall down to the stock of a tree?

20 He feedeth on ashes: a deceived heart hath turned him aside, that he cannot deliver his soul, nor say, Is there not a lie in my right hand?

21 Remember these, O Jacob and Israel; for thou art my servant: I have formed thee; thou art my servant: O Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of me.




Malachi 3:6 
6For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.





Job 27:1-4

1 Moreover Job continued his parable, and said,

2 As God liveth, who hath taken away my judgment; and the Almighty, who hath vexed my soul;

3 All the while my breath is in me, and the spirit of God is in my nostrils;

4 My lips shall not speak wickedness, nor my tongue utter deceit.



Isaiah 2:21-22

21 To go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth.

22 Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils: for wherein is he to be accounted of ?



Lamentations 4:20 
20The breath of our nostrils, the anointed of the Lord, was taken in their pits, of whom we said, Under his shadow we shall live among the heathen.
Note:   Nothing ripens a people more for ruin, nor fills the measure faster, than the sins of the Priests and Prophets. The King himself cannot escape, for Divine vengeance pursues him.  King Josiah, whom the Prophet Jeremiah here calls anointed, because King Josiah was a figure of Christ Jesus.

Like Lamentations 4:20 directly above, Christians today have the breath of our nostrils, the breathing into our being by the Holy Spirit, by the anointed of the Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  We would be like King Josiah himself, taken into the pits (of Hell), if we did not live under His, i.e.:  the Lord Jesus Christ's shadow as we live among the heathen today.


The world says, that what God has declared should be null and void.  God calls homosexuality a sin, an abomination.  The world declares, in their thinking, that "God loves everyone.  We are all his children."  Therefore, homosexuality is alright, because "God doesn't make mistakes".

The world now says that marijuana is now alright, for "private use".  God says to abstain from anything that has even the appearance of evil:



1 Thessalonians 5:22 
22Abstain from all appearance of evil.

As with gambling, marijuana and other illegal drugs are associated with gangs throughout the world, the mob, who control large areas throughout the world.  We are called to abstain, as marijuana and other drugs have an appearance of evil, because of their association world wide with those who are evil, the mafia, organized crime.  Christians are not to be associated with them, for what does the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth to do with wicked men, the men of Belial?


2 Corinthians 6:14-16

14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?

15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?

16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.



1 Peter 2:10-11

10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.

11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;

Note:  Fleshly lusts, or strong desires for things that a man says will satisfy his flesh.  Alcohol, can be had without trying to satisfy a strong desire of the flesh for it.  It can be enjoyed moderately.  However, if a man cannot, and uses it to satisfy a strong desire for it, this wars against his very soul.  Marijuana, cocaine, heroin war against the soul, as they are not used moderately, to have an enjoyment for the mere taste, as most can with alcohol.  Many of the alcohols have been blended for a particular taste.  Not everyone who drinks alcohol likes red wine.  Not everyone who does like red wine likes all kinds of red wine.  Marijuana, cocaine, heroin, etc . . . . are used for the effect, the feeling received, not for taste.  The world is now trying to confuse the two.  Like cigarettes that have been flavored artificially, to make them acceptable to many for their taste, which confuses man's senses and hooks him more thoroughly.  


According to the study, in 1987 R.J. Reynolds identified low menthol varieties as a new strategy to recruit new, young smokers.
"First-time smoker reaction is generally negative," it said in a company document. "Initial negatives can be alleviated with a low level of menthol."
http://www.reuters.com/article/2008/07/16/us-smoking-teens-idUSN1645578820080716
He said it was clear to him that tobacco companies "are using an ingredient here to make nicotine addiction easier."

Cigarettes are marketed to low, or the uneducated, specifically minorities:

More than 70 percent of black smokers in the United States use menthol cigarettes, compared with about 30 percent of white smokers, the researchers said.

The Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids said in a statement the study shows how a lack of tobacco regulation allows companies to manipulate their products in harmful ways.



Facebook co-founders give $170K to pro-pot measure
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2010/oct/9/facebook-co-founders-give-170k-pro-pot-measure/


Feds seek to legalize marijuana industry banking
http://news.yahoo.com/feds-seek-legalize-marijuana-industry-banking-204826553--politics.html


The Monitor's View 
Legalize marijuana? Not so fast.
Backers serve up a timely batch of arguments, but their latest reasons are half-baked.
http://www.csmonitor.com/Commentary/the-monitors-view/2009/0522/p08s01-comv.html

Rosalie Pacula, codirector of the Rand Drug Policy Research Center, poses this question: "If pot is relatively harmless, why are we seeing more than 100,000 hospitalizations a year" for marijuana use?

Emergency-room admissions where marijuana is the primary substance involved increased by 164 percent from 1995 to 2002 – faster than for other drugs, according to the Drug Abuse Warning Network.

Research results over the past decade link frequent marijuana use to several serious mental health problems, with youth particularly at risk. And the British Lung Foundation finds that smoking three to four joints is the equivalent of 20 tobacco cigarettes.


Cannabis smoke 'worse' than tobacco
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/health/2419713.stm

A study by the British Lung Foundation found that just three cannabis joints a day cause the same damage as 20 cigarettes.  And when cannabis and tobacco are smoked together, the effects are dramatically worse.  Evidence shows that tar from cannabis cigarettes contains 50% more cancer causing carcinogens than tobacco.

Dr Mark Britton, chairman of the British Lung Foundation, said: "These statistics will come as a surprise to many people, especially those who choose to smoke cannabis rather than tobacco in the belief it is safer for them.

The British Lung Foundation report also shows that the health dangers of cannabis have substantially increased since the 1960s.  That means that clinical studies carried out in the sixties and seventies may well underestimate the ill effects of smoking the drug.  This is due to increased amounts of THC - or delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol, the major active chemical compound - in the cannabis consumed today.


The Link Between Marijuana and Schizophrenia
By Maia Szalavitz  
Wednesday, July 21, 2010
http://content.time.com/time/health/article/0,8599,2005559,00.html


Marijuana smoking tied to testicular cancer: study
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/09/11/us-marijuana-cancer-idUSBRE88A03720120911



AP-CNBC Poll: Most in US against legalizing pot 
http://seattletimes.com/html/nationworld/2011649635_apusappolllegalizingmarijuana.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/most-u-s-against-legalizing-pot-poll-shows-flna1c9448955

Most Americans still oppose legalizing marijuana but larger majorities believe pot has medical benefits and the government should allow its use for that purpose, according to an Associated Press-CNBC poll released Tuesday.



Study finds abnormally low blood flow in the brain of marijuana users
Published on November 28, 2016 at 7:09 AM
http://www.news-medical.net/news/20161128/Study-finds-abnormally-low-blood-flow-in-the-brain-of-marijuana-users.aspx

The world says, that what God has declared should be null and void.  God calls homosexuality a sin, an abomination.  The world declares, in their thinking, that "God loves everyone.  We are all his children."  Therefore, homosexuality is alright, because "God doesn't make mistakes".

The world now says that marijuana is now acceptable, alright for "private use".  God says to abstain from anything that has even the appearance of evil . . .  We are Called not to be like the world, satan's family, not to follow the world, nor to be conformed to their way of thinking, which separates a man from God.


Romans 12:2 
2And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.


-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
www.Alemattec.com 
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