Susie, thanks for writing.  Good question.  I will try to answer it here.  I've had no training whatsoever.  Five years ago, I would have had no idea what I was doing.  Then God, opened my eyes to His Truths, and I've been praising Him daily.

 

The gifts God gives to men . . .

 

Ephesians 4:4-8 & 11-24

4There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 

 5One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

 6One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 

 7But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. 

 8Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.

Original Greek for the word some below:  meÑn,  modern usage of the same word, Transliterated Word, Men.  The understanding of the word some, is actually a little phrase which means men, or men indeed.  This Greek word means male ONLY.  So, the understanding when you see the word some in verse 11 below is to be understood, "And he gave (some) men, as apostles; and (some) men, as prophets; and (some) men, as evangelist; and (some) men, as pastors and teachers;  (for what reason did Christ give these gifts unto men?  for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body (His true Church, the Elect) of Christ.

 11And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 

 12For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 

 13Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 

 14That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 

 15But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 

 16From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 

 17This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, 
18Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart: 
 19Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. 
 20But ye have not so learned Christ; 
 21If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: 
 22That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 
 23And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 
 24And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.

Jeremiah 12:1-17
 1Righteous art thou, O LORD, when I plead with thee: yet let me talk with thee of thy judgments: Wherefore doth the way of the wicked prosper? wherefore are all they happy that deal very treacherously? 
2Thou hast planted them, yea, they have taken root: they grow, yea, they bring forth fruit: thou art near in their mouth, and far from their reins. 
 3But thou, O LORD, knowest me: thou hast seen me, and tried mine heart toward thee: pull them out like sheep for the slaughter, and prepare them for the day of slaughter. 
 4How long shall the land mourn, and the herbs of every field wither, for the wickedness of them that dwell therein? the beasts are consumed, and the birds; because they said, He shall not see our last end. 
 5If thou hast run with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, then how canst thou contend with horses? and if in the land of peace, wherein thou trustedst, they wearied thee, then how wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan? 

 6For even thy brethren, and the house of thy father, even they have dealt treacherously with thee; yea, they have called a multitude after thee: believe them not, though they speak fair words unto thee. 

 7I have forsaken mine house, I have left mine heritage; I have given the dearly beloved of my soul into the hand of her enemies. 
 8Mine heritage is unto me as a lion in the forest; it crieth out against me: therefore have I hated it. 

 9Mine heritage is unto me as a speckled bird, the birds round about are against her; come ye, assemble all the beasts of the field, come to devour.

(Note:  Instead of bearing my livery (my mark as a slave or one whose owned) and wearing only my colors, they have change and have a diversity of colors now of their idols and superstitions therefore their enemies as thick as the fowls of the air will come about them to destroy them.

Livery means:  A distinctive uniform worn by the male servants of a household, a slave.  (Note:  servant does NOT mean one who is voluntarily employed, but one owned -- slave, bondslave.)

The birds here mentioned, round about in the Greek means:  bird of prey, a swooper, fowls, a ravenous bird, to dart greedily, swoop upon, rush upon . . .).

Instead of bearing my colors, my uniform, as a slave owned by me says God, they have change and diversity of colors so that they are as a speckled bird, speckled here means:  colored, variegated (Variegated is an adjustive that means:   Distinguished or characterized by variety; diversified), speckled, dye, dyed stuff, something dyed, colored cloth.  They have died or changed their colors, no longer my slave owned by me that wear my colors, my uniform, but declare, by false Pastors man's right to Chose, laying heavy burdens on the people, leading them astray, thus destroying God's vineyard, and trodden God's portion under foot . . .

 10Many pastors have destroyed my vineyard, they have trodden my portion under foot, they have made my pleasant portion a desolate wilderness. 

 11They have made it desolate, and being desolate it mourneth unto me; the whole land is made desolate, because no man layeth it to heart. 

 12The spoilers are come upon all high places through the wilderness: for the sword of the LORD shall devour from the one end of the land even to the other end of the land: no flesh shall have peace. 

 13They have sown wheat, but shall reap thorns: they have put themselves to pain, but shall not profit: and they shall be ashamed of your revenues because of the fierce anger of the LORD. 

 14Thus saith the LORD against all mine evil neighbours, that touch the inheritance which I have caused my people Israel to inherit; Behold, I will pluck them out of their land, and pluck out the house of Judah from among them. 

 15And it shall come to pass, after that I have plucked them out I will return, and have compassion on them, and will bring them again, every man to his heritage, and every man to his land. 

 16And it shall come to pass, if they will diligently learn the ways of my people, to swear by my name, The LORD liveth; as they taught my people to swear by Baal; then shall they be built in the midst of my people. 

 17But if they will not obey, I will utterly pluck up and destroy that nation, saith the LORD.


Those Pastors, who have led men astray, preaching God's Grace to everyone and that God loves everyone, and in the end, all will be right with God, as He is a loving God, do not understand the Truth of Holy Scripture.  They lead people on the wide path, through the wide gate.  True, God is a loving God, but God is also a God of Justice and Righteousness, and Mercy and Compassion to those He Chose before the foundation of the world.

Ezekiel 5:11-13

 11Wherefore, as I live, saith the Lord GOD; Surely, because thou hast defiled my sanctuary with all thy detestable things, and with all thine abominations, therefore will I also diminish thee; neither shall mine eye spare, neither will I have any pity. 

 12A third part of thee shall die with the pestilence, and with famine shall they be consumed in the midst of thee: and a third part shall fall by the sword round about thee; and I will scatter a third part into all the winds, and I will draw out a sword after them. 

 13Thus shall mine anger be accomplished, and I will cause my fury to rest upon them, and I will be comforted: and they shall know that I the LORD have spoken it in my zeal, when I have accomplished my fury in them.


 

Jesus Christ is the strait gate and the narrow way, which leadeth unto (everylasting) life . . . and few will find it (it meaning the Gate, Jesus Christ, and everylasting life!).

Matthew 7:13-14

 13Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 

 14Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.


(Note:  Thereat, meaning in the Greek:  the air, particularly the lower and denser air (earthly, earth bound, heavy) as distinguished from the higher and rarer air, it means a baffling wind [backward] . . . he, she, it, they themselves follow a backward baffling wind . . .

Wind is representative of the Holy Spirit.  Many go through the wide gate, broad is the way and they believe they are all going to Heaven.  However, this wide gate, which is also a broad way leading to it, leads to destruction, and they go in by a baffling wind [backward] something not of the Holy Spirit, but that which wants to look like the Holy Spirit, but [backward].  Led in by the prince of the power of air, satan, who always tries to imitate or act like God.)

Note:  Remember, quickened means bring to life something dead.
Ephesians 2:1-3

 1And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 

 2Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 

 3Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.

Without True Worshippers as Pastors, that is, those who will speak the Truth of God, the whole Truth, and nothing but the Truth, people will perish.  God has given Gifts to men, some to Preach, some to Prophecy, etc . . .  They do this speaking the Truth of God in season and out of season, whether Preaching God's Truth is popular or not popular to Preach, they stand firm Preaching God's Holy Word.

Proverbs 29:17-18

 17Correct thy son, and he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall give delight unto thy soul. 

 18Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he. 

Ezekiel 22:29-31

 29The people of the land have used oppression, and exercised robbery, and have vexed the poor and needy: yea, they have oppressed the stranger wrongfully. 

 30And I sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none. 

 31Therefore have I poured out mine indignation upon them; I have consumed them with the fire of my wrath: their own way have I recompensed upon their heads, saith the Lord GOD.

Isaiah 58:11-14

11And the LORD shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not. 

 12And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in. 

 13If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: 

 14Then shalt thou delight thyself in the LORD; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.

Amos 9:10-12

10All the sinners of my people shall die by the sword, which say, The evil shall not overtake nor prevent us. 

 11In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old: 

 12That they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen, which are called by my name, saith the LORD that doeth this.


(Note:  Remember heathen are the Gentiles.  The Gentiles, which are call by His name . . . Christians.)

Acts 15:13-17

 13And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying, Men and brethren, hearken unto me: 

 14Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name.

Again, Gentiles were called heathen and were considered such . . .

 15And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written, 

 16After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up: 

 17That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things.

When Jesus Christ returns, He will again build the tabernacle of David, the Temple in Jerusalem . . . That the residue, that is the Remnant of Jews might (might here means certainly will seek, not may or may not seek.  It literally means to crave . . . To have a craving, a strong desire to seek after Jesus Christ) seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, (Heathen) upon whom my name is called, that is Christians, saith the Lord Jesus Christ, who doeth all these things.

Many years ago, a machinist at Ford Motor Company in Detroit became a Christian and was Baptized.  He took his Baptism seriously.  He had been stealing parts and tools from Ford for years.  The morning after his Baptism, he took all the stolen parts and tools back to his boss.  He explained his situation and his recent conversion and baptism, and asked for forgiveness.

This response by an employee was without precedent.  Mr. Ford, who was an atheist, was visiting a European plant at the time, but he was cabled concerning the details of the matter.  His response was requested.  Mr. Ford immediately returned a cable with his decision: "Dam up the Detroit River, and baptize the entire city!"  The Lord Jesus Christ went even further.  In His Great Commission He directed the Church to baptize all nations.

 

Matthew 28:19-20

 19Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 

 20Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

 

Note:  Let's pay attention to what Jesus just said, in Matthew 28:19-20.  " . . . baptizing them in the name . . .  (Singular, not plural.  He DID NOT SAY " . . . baptizing them in the names . . .")  One name, one God, in three Persons, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost."

 

Matthew 4:3-4

 3And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. 

 4But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

 

A single word can change our whole understand as it can change the whole meaning of what is being declared.  The Lord Jesus Christ speaks, and declares that we are to pay attention to EVERY WORD!  Why?  Partial Truth is deception!

 

Those without discernment, often gaze lazily at Holy Scripture, and teach falsely the Word of God.  Whole religions do this ushering people onto the wide road, and through the wide gate, that says heaven -- but leads to destruction!

Matthew 22:29

 

 29Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God.

 Why Baptize?

We Baptists make a great deal of this public statement of faith, but not all of us know why.  Those who baptize in different ways than we do wonder why, so let's survey the subject as succinctly as possible to see what is meant by Baptize.

First, what is "Baptism"?  The word "baptize" comes from a Greek word which means to "dip" or "immerse."  The word was used often in the ancient world to describe the act of dipping a cup in a stream or washing clothing.  To "baptize" something was literally to immerse it in water. 

The Greek word for our word Baptized that Jesus had spoken in Matthew 28:18 is:  Baptizo, which means:

1. to dip repeatedly, to immerse, to submerge (of vessels sunk) 

2. to cleanse by dipping or submerging, to wash, to make clean with water, to wash one's self, bathe 

3. to overwhelm 

Not to be confused with the Greek word bapto. The clearest example that shows the meaning of baptizo is a text from the Greek poet and physician Nicander, who lived about 200 B.C.  This secular poet was describing a recipe for making pickles and is helpful because it uses both words as they were used in the Greek during the time of the Lord Jesus Christ and the Apostles. Nicander says that in order to make a pickle, the vegetable should first be 'dipped' (bapto) into boiling water and then 'baptised' (baptizo) in the vinegar solution. Both verbs concern the immersing of vegetables in a solution. But the first is temporary. The second, the act of baptising the vegetable, is the one that produces a permanent change.

When used in the New Testament, this word baptize or baptism more often refers to our union and identification with Christ than to our water baptism.

Example:

Mark 16:16 

 16He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 

Christ is saying that mere intellectual assent or agreement is not enough! There must be a union with Him, a real permanent change, like the vegetable to the pickle!  (In fact, getting this wrong can put you into a real pickle)!

John the Baptist was the first person in the New Testament to "baptize" people.  He immersed those who repented publicly of their sins and wanted to follow God in faith.  Their baptism took place in the Jordan River as a witness to their community.  When the Lord Jesus Christ began his public ministry, He did so by being Baptized by John -- immersion, Baptism performed by totally submerging the Lord Jesus Christ in water.  Of course, Jesus Christ who was without sin was not repenting of sin, since He was the sinless Son of God.  Rather, He was giving public witness to His faith in His Father and supporting John's work of Preaching and Baptizing.

Later, the Lord Jesus Christ commanded His Disciples to continue this work of Baptism.  Why should you observe this commandment in your personal life, and seek to help others obey it as well?  Two reasons are primary: to obey the Will of God, and to show others our new life in Christ!

Baptism is an act of obedience.  Today in the so called "Christian" churches, or at least those that claim to be, we have the largest number of unBaptized so called believers in the history of Christianity!  People have not been taught that this is the command of Jesus Christ, to go into all the world and to Preach the Gospel and baptize them in the NAME:  of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit!  As Baptism is an act of obedience, then having all these people who claim to be Christians, go directly against the command of Jesus Christ, and are DISOBEDIENT, are being led on the wide road, through the wide gate which says Heaven, but leads to destruction!  It doesn’t mean they are not saved who do believe, but do not follow by being baptized.  Baptism does NOT save you.  The blood of the Lord Jesus Christ and His sacrifice at the Cross alone by faith – God’s Grace is what saves.  Not the Lord Jesus Christ blood and Saint Louis water.


Ephesians 2:1-3 
  

1And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 
 2Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 

 3Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.

 
Ephesians 5:5-7

 5For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 

 6Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. 

 7Be not ye therefore partakers with them.

 

 

Colossians 3:5-7

 

 5Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: 

 6For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: 

 7In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them.

 

We see that children of disobedience will receive the wrath of God.  When we lived like the unsaved, we walked the walk of the unsaved, and talked the talk, when we lived in them.  We instead are to be obedient Children, unto Jesus Christ!

 

1 Peter 1:14-21

 

14As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: 

 15But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 

 16Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 

 17And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear: 

 18Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;
( . . . not redeemed – that is, bought . . . )

 19But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 

 20Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you, 

 21Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God. 

Now, I want you to understand something.  Being Baptized does not make you a Christian.  Being Baptized does not save you for all eternity.  It is not the Blood of Jesus Christ, AND Saint Louis water that saves me.  It is the Blood of the Lamb alone, Jesus Christ's perfect sacrifice for my sins that saves me.  Baptism is an act of obedience.  

The early Christians baptized those who became disciples at Pentecost,

Acts 2:41

41Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. 

and as a result of personal witnessing:

 
Acts 8:38

38And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. 

John the Baptist was the first to Baptize, and from that point on, believers Baptized other believers in obedience to the Word and Will of God, according to the Lord Jesus Christ's command!

Baptism is an act of public witness.  It does not make us Christians -- it shows others that we are.  It is like a wedding ring, which does not make one married but shows the world that they are.  Immersion pictures the Salvation experience, as we "bury" the person we were before Christ and then are "raised up" the new person in faith -- one Born Again!

In the centuries before Churches were allowed to legally own property, Christians Baptized in lakes, ponds rivers, wherever a body of water could be found.  Their baptism was always a public act of faith and faithfulness.

Now to another question: who should be Baptized?  Baptists and others who practice Believer's Baptism by immersion are following the Biblical pattern.  In order to be Baptized, one MUST BELIEVE IN the LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND ALL THAT IS DECLARED OF HIM!  We MUST BELIEVE that He alone can save us from our sins!  We must believe that He alone can bring us into Heaven, and that by no other can a man be saved!  We MUST put our trust and faith in Him alone, as our Lord and our God!

When used in the New Testament, this word Baptize or Baptism more often refers to our union and identification with Christ than to our water Baptism.  It does mean that one is capable of understanding the Person, the Work, and the Salvation given to Him by Jesus Christ alone.  A baby or child cannot understand this, until a certain age.  Once we do understand our sin, and we hear God's Word or read it, we are ashamed, we have a contrite heart, we mourn over our sin, and we like the Publican cry in our heart for mercy!  Remember, mercy changes our condition, from being a sinner, to being a justified sinner -- one made right with God through Jesus Christ alone!

 Luke 18:11-14

 11The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 

 12I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 

 13And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. 

 14I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.

 

The cry of the Publican was for God to show mercy to him, as he was a sinner.  (The cry to change his condition, from being a sinner not forgiven and far off from God, to a sinner now forgiven and able to cry Abba, which in the Arabic means Father -- Daddy)!  Jesus says, the one that exalteth himself shall be abased.  Shall be abased.  Certainty here.  Not "might be, or could be, but shall be abased, meaning brought low, not justified!)  Jesus says of the Publican, though, "I tell you, this man (the Publican) went down to his house JUSTIFIED rather than the other (Pharisee)!

 

Mark 16:15-16

 15And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 

 16He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.

To oversimplify the historical context: over time, the patristic church (the Roman Catholic church/state system of error) came to believe that sin was transmitted sexually, and that Baptism washed away inherited original sin.  Therefore, babies were "baptized by sprinkling" for this purpose.  After the Reformation, many churches (denominations) kept this practice but changed its meaning to an act of dedicating a child to God.  Those in these churches often see New Testament Baptism as a kind of continuity with Old Testament circumcision and/or an extension of Covenant to the next generation.

There is always this draw of those who do NOT understand the Truth of God to "drag the Old Testament into the New Testament!"  Jesus taught a parable to explain this, but says you CANNOT do this!  Jesus Christ created a New Covenant, a New Testament which He says you cannot drag and put the old into the new.  No Priesthood of the Levites, for that was done away with.  No Tithe, as that was done away with, for the Tithe was for the Levites.  The Priesthood was now changed from the Tribe of Levi to the Tribe of Judah, under Jesus Christ alone, the Lion of the Tribe of Judah!

Matthew 9:16-17 

 16No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old garment, for that which is put in to fill it up taketh from the garment, and the rent is made worse. 

 17Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine runneth out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into new bottles, and both are preserved.

Jesus says, if you do drag the Old Testament into the New Testament, by causing people to do things to be justified, then division!  What did Jesus say?  Matthew 9:16, " . . . and the rent (rent in the Greek means:  division, to split into factions, be divided).  The Old Testament, being drug into the New Testament, would cause an even greater division among people who tried to follow the Old Testament (Jews) and the New Testament (Gentiles and Jews having conditions of the Old Testament sacrificial system attached to the new).  Why?  

Luke 5:36

36And he spake also a parable unto them; No man putteth a piece of a new garment upon an old; if otherwise, then both the new maketh a rent, and the piece that was taken out of the new agreeth not with the old.

The rent is made worse: their new obedience to the traditions of men, making void the Law of God, instead of mending their garment making them righteous (right with God), marred their righteousness, and left them in a worse condition than it found them: (and besides, as it is in Luke: 36, "the piece that was taken out of the new, agreeth not with the old")!

Why, because the Lord Jesus Christ did away with the Priesthood of the Levis, the Tithe, and we don't live by the Old Testament and the Law, nor are the works required, the sacrifices to be done, Tithes to be paid . . .  We are NOT and CANNOT be justified, that is:  just --  or right with God by following the Law (Old Testament,) but we are justified sinners, just - right with God, living by faith alone in Jesus Christ our Lord, God, King, Master!  If we believe we must follow God’s Law to be made right with Him, then unless we follow ALL of the Law perfectly, not sinning even once, we are cursed of God, and are under His wrath!  Why?, because the Law makes nothing perfect (perfect in the New Testament Greek meaning whole or complete, fully mature).
Galatians 4:20-22 

 9So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. 

 10For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them. 

 11But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith.

The Apostle Paul said, I want to change my voice here, to let you know how concerned and upset with you Galatians, as you have been taught the New Covenant of Jesus Christ, and now you desire to be brought back in under the Law (Old Testament requirements – circumcision, etc . . .):

Galatians 4:20-28

 20I desire to be present with you now, and to change my voice; for I stand in doubt of you. 

 21Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the law? 

 22For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. 

 23But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise. 

 24Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. 

 25For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children. 

 26But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all. 

 27For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; break forth and cry, thou that travailest not: for the desolate hath many more children than she which hath an husband. 

 28Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise.

 

We are children of promise -- The just shall live by faith.  ". . . The just shall live by faith."  Certainty here, shall, not might, maybe, if I think I should . . ."  Does this mean perfection, without stumbling, falling, sinning, backsliding?  No.  Our desire though is to please our Father in Heaven by being obedient to our Lord and Savior the Lord Jesus Christ and His command -- to be Baptized.

Paul (<:)
Jesus first!

