After a Church stated what they believed on their WEB site concerning Baptism, I thought I needed to set the record straight concerning what the Holy Bible declares, including our Lord and Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Here is their statement, I have placed in parenthesis:


(Baptism
All saved persons of God’s present program have been made members of the Body of Christ by one divine baptism. By that one baptism every member of the Body of Christ is identified with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection. Based on the statement concerning the one baptism in

Ephesians 4:5
5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism,

the statement concerning baptism in

Colossians 2:12
12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.

and Paul’s statement, “Christ sent me not to baptize but to preach the gospel”

1 Corinthians 1:17
17 For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.

we affirm that water baptism has no place in God’s spiritual program for the Body of Christ in this day of grace.)


Note:  Wrong.  Dead wrong.  Let's look at some important passages concerning Baptism.  Water Baptism does not Save.  The blood and sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth of Himself alone Saves a man from the wrath of God unto Eternal Life.  It isn't the Lord Jesus Christ's blood and Saint Louis water that saves.  Baptism is done after the example of the founder and finisher of the Christian faith, the Lord Jesus Christ's of Nazareth example.



Acts 2:29-39

29 Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day.

30 Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne;

31 He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption.

32 This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.

33 Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.

34 For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand,

35 Until I make thy foes thy footstool.

36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made the same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.

37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?

38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

Note:  Meaning here the Grace of the Holy Ghost in regeneration, as they had been Baptized only before in John the Baptist's Baptism.  Now, they were Called as those Born Again to be Baptized in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and in so doing they would then receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit, to qualify them for the work the Lord Jesus Christ would then send them to do.  The gift of the Holy Ghost was to teach them all things.  The Holy Spirit of God, Who, by His gifts and Grace, makes and qualifies men and women to understand the Truth of Holy Scripture and to receive the Gifts of the Spirit, 1 Corinthians 12:1-31, 1 Corinthians 14:12, the Holy Bible, and by Whom the Holy Ghost also qualifies men to be Ministers of the Gospel. The Apostle Peter exhorted them to repent of their sins, and openly to avow their belief in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as the Messiah, by being Baptized in His name. Thus, professing their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ alone, they would receive remission of their sins, and partake of the gifts and Graces of the Holy Spirit. They were Called to separate themselves from wicked people, which is the only way to save ourselves from them. We are Called not to be unequally yoked with them, 2 Corinthians 6:14-16.  Those who repent of their sins, and give up themselves to the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, must prove their sincerity by breaking off from the wicked. We must save ourselves from them, which denotes avoiding them with dread and Holy fear.  

39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.




Note:  Many of these Jews had receive the Baptism of John the Baptist, but had also followed their evil leaders, the Scribes and the Pharisees and called for the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Now, they were called to repent of what they had done, and be Baptized in His name, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Those that are Baptized are to Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone as their Lord and Savior.  The same Promise, if one believes in their heart that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the Son of God and that He alone can Save one from their sins, confess this with their mouth while believing it in their heart, and believing that God had raise Him from the dead will be saved.  This same Promise, believing in one's heart, confessing with their mouth that the Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the Lord, and believing that God had raised Him from the dead, this same Promise is to your children, and to all that are afar off (us, the Gentiles)  even as many as the Lord our God shall call (to Believe, and this Calling is not for all).



Acts 10:35-48

35 But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.

36 The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:)

37 That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judaea, and began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached;

Note:  John the Baptist's baptism was to repent, turn from their Baal worship which had been taught by the Scribes and the Pharisees, and turn back to God.  It was a general cleansing, and did not Save.  It was symbolism, like the Lord's Supper, which is a call to turn to God being obedient unto Him.  Turning from your old way.


38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.

39 And we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree:

40 Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him openly;

41 Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before God, even to us, who did eat and drink with him after he rose from the dead.

42 And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is he which was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead.

43 To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.

44 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word.

45 And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.

46 For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter,

47 Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?

48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.

Note:  As you can see from Acts 10 above, many of the Jews had been Baptized by John the Baptist.  John's Baptism didn't Baptize in the Lord Jesus Christ's name.  Those that Believed in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth were Baptized again in the NAME of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, having one Baptism which was accepted by God as being obedient to His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  John's Baptism represented a general cleansing, and did not Save.  The Baptism by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ's of Nazareth did not Save, but was Holy and acceptable to God as being obedient to the Lord Jesus Christ's Command to be Baptized in the NAME:  of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost.



Acts 16:14-15

14 And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul.

15 And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us.

Note: " . . .which worshipped God, . . ."  The true God, the God of Israel.  "And when she was baptized, . . ."  Baptized In water, in the NAME of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, according to the Commission of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, by one of the Apostle Paul's companions, by whom she was instructed into the nature and use of this ordinance; and very likely it was performed in that river, by the side of the river where the Apostle Paul had Preached, where they were assembled.  " . . . and her household, . . "  They were Baptized also, being converted at the same time.  These of Lydia's household seem to be her menial servants, who came along with her from her native place upon business.  These of Lydia's house, her servants, too became Born Again Believers, and are called "the Brethren," in Acts 16:40 below.  Whether Lydia was a maid, a wife, or a widow, we cannot tell from the information given.  It looks, however, as if she had no husband at that time, since she is mentioned as a trader herself.  Whether Lydia had any children or not, is not certain, nor can it be concluded from this clause, for there were many households that had no children.  If she had young children, it is not likely she should bring them with her to such a distant place, whither she was come upon trade and business if she could afford servants to have kept them in their home where she kept her main abode.


Thayer's Definition of baptized (above, Acts 16:15)
1. to dip repeatedly, to immerse, to submerge (of vessels sunk) 

2. to cleanse by dipping or submerging, to wash, to make clean with water, to wash one's self, bathe 

3. to overwhelm

Not to be confused with Strong's 911, bapto. The clearest example that shows the meaning of Strong's 907, baptizo is a text from the Greek poet and physician Nicander, who lived about 200 B.C..  It is a recipe for making pickles and is helpful because it uses both words.  Nicander says that in order to make a pickle, the vegetable should first be “dipped,” i.e.:  (bapto) into boiling water, and then “baptised” (baptizo) in the vinegar solution.  Both verbs concern the immersing of vegetables in a solution.  However, the first (Strongs 911, bapto) is temporary and doesn't make a permanent change to the cucumber.  The second, (Strongs 907, Baptizo) the act of baptizing the vegetable in vinegar, produces a permanent change.  When used in the New Testament, this word more often refers to our union and identification with the Lord Jesus Christ than to our water Baptism. e.g. Mark 16:16.  “He that believes and is baptized shall be saved”.  The Lord Jesus Christ is saying that mere intellectual assent is not enough.  There must be a union with Christ Jesus, a real PERMANENT change, like the vegetable (cucumber) to the pickle!  Bible Study Magazine, James Montgomery Boice, May 1989.


Acts 16:40
40 And they went out of the prison, and entered into the house of Lydia: and when they had seen the brethren, they comforted them, and departed.

Note:  Thus, the passage in Acts 16:15 above has nothing to do with infant Baptism, as that simply was not done.  Baptism was always done by those who believed in their hearts that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was the Son of God, the Messiah, the Christ, made that confession openly and freely without being coached, and believed that God had raised Him from the dead.  Then, they desired to be obedient to His Command to be Baptized and were.

 
1 Peter 1:14-16

14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance:

15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;

16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.


Note:  Those Called by God, Chosen, the True Worshipers, those born again are obedient children, following the Commands of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, who is are Master, Lord, God, and Savior.  Those who are not Called, not Chosen, not True Worshipers, not Born Again Believers, are children of disobedience, children of wrath, God's wrath at the present time, unless God Calls them at a future point in their lives, they remain under God's wrath.



Ephesians 2:1-3

1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;

2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:

3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.



Acts 16:16-34

16 And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying:

17 The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of the most high God, which shew unto us the way of salvation.

18 And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the same hour.

19 And when her masters saw that the hope of their gains was gone, they caught Paul and Silas, and drew them into the marketplace unto the rulers,

20 And brought them to the magistrates, saying, These men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city,

21 And teach customs, which are not lawful for us to receive, neither to observe, being Romans.

22 And the multitude rose up together against them: and the magistrates rent off their clothes, and commanded to beat them.

23 And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely:

24 Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks.

25 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them.

26 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one's bands were loosed.

27 And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled.

28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all here.

29 Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas,

30 And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?

31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.

Note:  " . . . Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house."; Thy house or family, provided they believe in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth also, as they did, in verse 34 below.  Otherwise there can be no salvation, for he that believeth not shall be damned.  Mark 16:16
"And they said, Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, . . ." Not with a bare historical faith as people do even today, as they believer there was a man named Jesus, and that He was the Christ, and they may also believe that He was the Son of God, and the Messiah, and that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was come in the flesh, and had suffered, and died, and rose again, and was now in Heaven at the right hand of God, and would come again to judge both the quick and dead, for there may be such a faith and no Salvation.   The Call to Believe is to look unto the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone for eternal life and salvation, to rely upon Him, and place one's full trust in Him alone, to commit oneself, and the care of his immortal soul unto the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and to expect peace, pardon, righteousness, and eternal life from the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone.  The is much the same answer the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth gave to the Jews, when they asked, though not with the same affection and sincerity as this man, what they must do "to work the works of God".   The same that many try to do, good works unto God to be accepted by God, such as the Roman Catholic "church," but they can't receive what the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth taught.  It is not through your works, but through God's work in you, by God placing His Holy Spirit there after He Calls one to Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as Lord, God, King, Savior, John 6:28-35.
This is a continued error made by the false believers, who claim the Lord Jesus Christ of their own, that they do works of righteousness to be acceptable to God.  Titus 3:5-7.
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32 And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house.

33 And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway.

34 And when he had brought them into his house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house.


Mark 16:16
16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.

Note:  Faith must precede Baptism.  By faith one is Saved by Grace.  Ephesians 2:8  Not that either faith nor Baptism, are the procuring causes of Salvation: not faith, for the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone is the author of Salvation, as faith is the Grace that looks to the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone for one's Salvation, who then by faith receives the assurance of it now, and that will be the end of it hereafter.  Faith and eternal life are so connected together, that he that has the one, shall have the other.  It is descriptive of the person that shall enjoy it, that is Eternal Life in Heaven,  to be Saved by the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, since it is a means of leading faith to the Lord Jesus Christ's resurrection for justification, yet Baptism has no casual influence upon Salvation.  Baptism it is not essential to one's Salvation.  The thief on the cross, went to Heaven without being Baptized, and Simon (`Magus' or 'Magos', singular form of Magi), the Samaritan (Babylonian) sorcerer, magician,  wizard:, Acts 8:9-24, went to hell with it.  It is the duty of every one that Believes, one that truly Believes, ought to be Baptized, and prove the truth of his faith, by his obedience, being a child of obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and such who are obedient to the Lord Jesus Christ shall be Saved.  Not by works, including Baptism, Titus 3:5-7.

" . . . but he that believeth not shall be damned."  Such are those, who, are favored with the Gospel revelation who Believe, as all men who are not Called to hear it.  Those who are Called to hear it, but are not Chosen to believe, deny the Gospel message, reject and despise it, or neglect it, and are disobedient to it, whose guilt is the greater, and whose punishment and damnation will be the more intolerable, even more so, than that of Sodom and Gomorrah, Tyre and Sidon, or any of the Gentiles that perish without the Law, and the knowledge of the Gospel, and the founder and finisher of the Christian faith, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Many are those who are finally unbelievers at death, who live and die in a state of impenitence and unbelief, as children of disobedience.  Otherwise, one that believes not today, may believe tomorrow, and be Saved.


Acts 22:1-16

1 Men, brethren, and fathers, hear ye my defence which I make now unto you.

2 (And when they heard that he spake in the Hebrew tongue to them, they kept the more silence: and he saith,)

3 I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day.

4 And I persecuted this way unto the death, binding and delivering into prisons both men and women.

5 As also the high priest doth bear me witness, and all the estate of the elders: from whom also I received letters unto the brethren, and went to Damascus, to bring them which were there bound unto Jerusalem, for to be punished.

6 And it came to pass, that, as I made my journey, and was come nigh unto Damascus about noon, suddenly there shone from heaven a great light round about me.

7 And I fell unto the ground, and heard a voice saying unto me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?

8 And I answered, Who art thou, Lord? And he said unto me, I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou persecutest.

9 And they that were with me saw indeed the light, and were afraid; but they heard not the voice of him that spake to me.

10 And I said, What shall I do, Lord? And the Lord said unto me, Arise, and go into Damascus; and there it shall be told thee of all things which are appointed for thee to do.

11 And when I could not see for the glory of that light, being led by the hand of them that were with me, I came into Damascus.

12 And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having a good report of all the Jews which dwelt there,

13 Came unto me, and stood, and said unto me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight. And the same hour I looked up upon him.

14 And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his will, and see that Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of his mouth.

15 For thou shalt be his witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard.

16 And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.



Acts 18:8
8 And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized.

Acts 8:12
12 But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.

Acts 19:3-6

3 And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism.

4 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.

5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.



John 3:21-23

21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.

22 After these things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judaea; and there he tarried with them, and baptized.

Note:  As you will see, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Baptized no one.  The Lord Jesus Christ mission was to Preach, and He let those under him Baptize.  The same principle was followed by the Apostle's later, including the Apostle Paul, in that they Preached, but others under them Baptized.

23 And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they came, and were baptized.



John 4:1-3

1When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John,

2 (Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,)

3 He left Judaea, and departed again into Galilee.


Note:  Therefore, following the same principle as the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Apostle Paul declares that His Calling was to Preach and establish the Churches, and be an overseer of them.


1 Corinthians 1:17
17 For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.



1 Corinthians 1:11-13

11 For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you.

12 Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ.

13 Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?

Note:  Thee were some, who had complained to the Apostle Paul that people were claiming superiority within the Churches by saying they were Baptized by one of the Apostles or the other, or those who refused to make that a point to glory in that simply stated they were Baptized of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Apostle Paul told them that is has nothing to do with WHO had Baptized them, whether it was the Apostle Peter (Cephas,) the Apostle Paul, or the Preacher Apollos, an eloquent man, mighty in the Scriptures.  Boasting of one or the other to seem superior was dividing the body of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Christians were not called to Lord it over one another, but to die to self, deny self daily.

1 Corinthians 15:31
31 I protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily.


Luke 9:23
23 And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.


Acts 18:24 
24And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, came to Ephesus.

Acts 19:1 
1And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples,

1 Corinthians 1:12 
12Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ.



1 Corinthians 3:4-6
4For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal?

5 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man?

6 I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.


1 Corinthians 3:21-23 

21 Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are your's;

22 Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are your's;

23 And ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's.


1 Corinthians 4:6 
6And these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and to Apollos for your sakes; that ye might learn in us not to think of men above that which is written, that no one of you be puffed up for one against another.

1 Corinthians 16:12 
12As touching our brother Apollos, I greatly desired him to come unto you with the brethren: but his will was not at all to come at this time; but he will come when he shall have convenient time.

Titus 3:13 
13Bring Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their journey diligently, that nothing be wanting unto them.



John 1:24-28

24 And they which were sent were of the Pharisees.

25 And they asked him, and said unto him, Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet?

26 John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: but there standeth one among you, whom ye know not;

27 He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me, whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy to unloose.

28 These things were done in Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing.



Luke 7:28-30

28 For I say unto you, Among those that are born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist: but he that is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.

29 And all the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being baptized with the baptism of John.

30 But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not baptized of him.



Acts 8:34-39

34 And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man?

35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.

36 And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?

37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.

39 And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.



Romans 6:3
3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?


Galatians 3:27
27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.


Matthew 23:39

39 For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.

 
Matthew 28:18-20

18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.

19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

 
Mark 11:8-11

8 And many spread their garments in the way: and others cut down branches off the trees, and strawed them in the way.

9 And they that went before, and they that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna; Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord:

10 Blessed be the kingdom of our father David, that cometh in the name of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest.

11 And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple: and when he had looked round about upon all things, and now the eventide was come, he went out unto Bethany with the twelve.

 
Luke 13:35

35 Behold, your house is left unto you desolate: and verily I say unto you, Ye shall not see me, until the time come when ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.


Matthew 10:40-41

40 He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me.

41 He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward.


Note:  “He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet . . .”  That is, because he is a Prophet (or a Preacher) by name who receiveth another Prophet (or Preacher) as one Called as a Prophet or Preacher, to speak the Truth of God’s Word.  “ . . . shall receive a prophet's reward; . . .” Whoever honors a Prophet (Preacher), a righteous man, or a disciple, as such recognizes that person's relation to God as the ground of that act, and to that extent honors God in the act, just as he who performs a similar act in the name of a friend thereby honors that friend. He shall receive a Prophet's (Preachers) reward is not synonymous, however, with final Salvation, for Salvation (being Saved) is a matter of Grace and not of reward.  He who is a righteous man shall receive a righteous man’s reward for receiving a righteous man unto himself.


Matthew 3:13-17

13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.

14 But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?

15 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him.

16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:

17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.



Luke 3:12-17

12 Then came also publicans to be baptized, and said unto him, Master, what shall we do?

13 And he said unto them, Exact no more than that which is appointed you.

14 And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And what shall we do? And he said unto them, Do violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely; and be content with your wages.

15 And as the people were in expectation, and all men mused in their hearts of John, whether he were the Christ, or not;

16 John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire:

17 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and will gather the wheat into his garner; but the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable.



Luke 7:29-35

29 And all the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being baptized with the baptism of John.

30 But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not baptized of him.

31 And the Lord said, Whereunto then shall I liken the men of this generation? and to what are they like?

32 They are like unto children sitting in the marketplace, and calling one to another, and saying, We have piped unto you, and ye have not danced; we have mourned to you, and ye have not wept.

33 For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine; and ye say, He hath a devil.

34 The Son of man is come eating and drinking; and ye say, Behold a gluttonous man, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners!
Note: Winebibber in the Greek means:  a drinker, a wine drinker, an excessive wine-drinker.

Note:  To mock the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and to discredit Him to the people, the Scribes and Pharisees compared Him to John the Baptist.  Concerning John the Baptist, they said he had a devil, or was of satan.  Compared to John the Baptist whose meat was locusts and wild honey, Matthew 3:4, they said (seeking to slander Him, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth) that the Lord Jesus Christ was a glutton and a winebibber (and by doing this they thought they found room in the Holy Scriptures to make that accusation, Proverbs 23:20-21, and besides that he was a friend of publicans and sinners (those not approved by the letter of the Law).  The Scribes and the Pharisees made a jest of the methods God took to call them to Himself, and to do them good. This is the ruin of multitudes as well, those who claim to be Christians but who are not serious in the concerns of their souls.
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35 But wisdom is justified of all her children.

Note:  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, who is the wisdom of God.  The children of wisdom (those in whom the wisdom of God has been wrought) and who acknowledged and give glory to His ways, who come to God and are obedient when Called and are Baptized.  The universal sense and practice of all the real offspring of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the sons of wisdom, who are wise to do good.  


1 Corinthians 1:24
24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.


1 Corinthians 1:19-21

19 For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.

20 Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?

21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.


-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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