God requires obedience and not sacrifice, and when people came into His House while they were practicing idolatry, they did but defile it.  Claiming all the while,  "But God knows my heart!"  Yes, God does know man's heart, as He knows everything.  This is what God has Judged of man:


Jeremiah 17:9-10

9The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? 

 10I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.

What about their "free will" that non-believers boast about, and will not acknowledge God's Truth in the matter?  They say it is their "right" by free will to come to God while in their sinful condition, dead in their trespasses and sins, and with their cold stony heart.


Psalm 10:3-4

 3For the wicked boasteth of his heart's desire, and blesseth the covetous, whom the LORD abhorreth. 

 4The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God: God is not in all his thoughts.


Is there no medicine proper for a sick and dying kingdom; a land defiled by different "gospels," which there in only One, and by different "religions," where every man has their own belief systems and claims their own "right" to believe what they will adding heathen ways to Christian Commands?   Is there no skillful, faithful hand to apply the medicine?  Yes, God the Father alone is able to help and to heal them.  The blood of the Lord Jesus Christ is "balm in Gilead," His Holy Spirit is the Great Physician there, all-sufficient; so that the people may be healed, but they will not. Thus men die unpardoned and unchanged, for they will not come to the Lord Christ Christ of Nazareth and be saved.

Let the nations "strengthen themselves" with all the art, medicines, and interest they have, yet it shall be all in vain. The wounds God inflicts on his enemies, cannot be healed by man's medicines. Power and prosperity soon pass from one nation to another in this changing world.

Jeremiah 46:11

 11Go up into Gilead, and take balm, O virgin, the daughter of Egypt: in vain shalt thou use many medicines; for thou shalt not be cured.

There is no salve or medicine which can prevail where God gives the wound.  However, at Gilead there grew a most Sovereign balm for wounds.


Jeremiah 8:22

 22Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there? why then is not the health of the daughter of my people recovered?

In Gilead, the Prophet Jeremiah uses irony or sarcasm in his continued reference to Gilead which was a place in the land of Israel famous for balm, or balsam, used in curing wounds.

God says that Egypt, by His Power, will cease to be the one mighty nation in that region:  for curing the wounds; but no medicine will avail, so desperate shall be the slaughter. 
virgin--Egypt is so called on account of her effeminate luxury, and as having never yet been brought under foreign yoke. 
thou shalt not be cured--literally, "there shall be no cure for thee".

Jeremiah 30:13

 13There is none to plead thy cause, that thou mayest be bound up: thou hast no healing medicines.


Ezekiel 30:21

 21Son of man, I have broken the arm of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and, lo, it shall not be bound up to be healed, to put a roller to bind it, to make it strong to hold the sword.


Not that the Kingdom of Egypt should cease to exist, but it should not recover its former strength; the blow should be irretrievable.  God will not send them the Balm of Gilead.

Psalm 119:153-155

153Consider mine affliction, and deliver me: for I do not forget thy law. 

 154Plead my cause, and deliver me: quicken me according to thy word. 

 155Salvation is far from the wicked: for they seek not thy statutes.


Isaiah 51:19-23

 19These two things are come unto thee; who shall be sorry for thee? desolation, and destruction, and the famine, and the sword: by whom shall I comfort thee? 

 20Thy sons have fainted, they lie at the head of all the streets, as a wild bull in a net: they are full of the fury of the LORD, the rebuke of thy God.

 21Therefore hear now this, thou afflicted, and drunken, but not with wine: 

 22Thus saith thy Lord the LORD, and thy God that pleadeth the cause of his people, Behold, I have taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, even the dregs of the cup of my fury; thou shalt no more drink it again: 

 23But I will put it into the hand of them that afflict thee; which have said to thy soul, Bow down, that we may go over: and thou hast laid thy body as the ground, and as the street, to them that went over.


Note:  verse 19:  Of which the one is outward as of the things that come to the body which destroys as war, and famine;  the other is inward, and belongs to the mind: that is, to be without comfort: therefore he says "How will you be comforted?"  When there is no Balm in Gilead.

Note:  verse 21 . . . "and drunken, but not with wine:"  but with much trouble and fear.



God alone can plead a nations cause, as He did for His people Israel:

Jeremiah 51:35-37

 35The violence done to me and to my flesh be upon Babylon, shall the inhabitant of Zion say; and my blood upon the inhabitants of Chaldea, shall Jerusalem say. 

 36Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will plead thy cause, and take vengeance for thee; and I will dry up her sea, and make her springs dry. 

 37And Babylon shall become heaps, a dwellingplace for dragons, an astonishment, and an hissing, without an inhabitant.



God requires obedience and not sacrifice, and when people came into His House while they were practicing idolatry, they did but defile it.  Claiming all the while,  "But God knows my heart!"  Yes, God does know man's heart, as He knows everything.  This is what God has Judged of man.  God alone can make a man right(eous) with Him.

Psalm 51:6-19 

6Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom. 

 7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

 8Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. 

 9Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. 

 10Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. 

 11Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me. 

 12Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. 

 13Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee. 

 14Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. 

 15O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

 16For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering. 

 17The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. 

 18Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: build thou the walls of Jerusalem. 

 19Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt offering and whole burnt offering: then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar.


Is there no Balm in Gilead for our nation?  God the Father alone has the Balm, that of His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth:


Psalm 147:1-4

 1Praise ye the LORD: for it is good to sing praises unto our God; for it is pleasant; and praise is comely. 

 2The LORD doth build up Jerusalem: he gathereth together the outcasts of Israel. 

 3He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds. 

 4He telleth the number of the stars; he calleth them all by their names.



2 Chronicles 7:13-15

13If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command the locusts to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among my people; 

 14If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 

 15Now mine eyes shall be open, and mine ears attent unto the prayer that is made in this place.



Paul (<:)
Jesus first!


