John 1:14-17

14And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

Jesus Christ is the Word made flesh . . .
 15John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me. 
 16And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. 
 17For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 

The Law could not save, but atoned for the sins.  Only Jesus Christ alone could save one from their sins.
The Law, and the offerings of the Levites under the Law atoned by "covering" the sins of the individual or those of the Nation of Israel.  This Old Covenant, Old Testament, "covered" but did not "take away" the sins.  The Law given by Moses was not complete atonement, but only a covering.  Jesus Christ said, I have came to fulfill the Law, complete it by making not only a covering for sins, but as one who perfectly before God stands in the place of the sinner staying the wrath of God, as did Aaron in the Old Testament, Numbers 16:44-50, and the Lord Jesus Christ has the sinners sin imputed to Himself, while the LordJesus Christ's righteousness, making one right before God, is imputed to the sinner, thus staying the wrath of God from the forgiven sinner, and imputing this wrath to Jesus Christ on the Cross of Calvary.
The sins committed before the Lord Jesus Christ's offering on the Cross at Calvary were "the sins done aforetime" ("covered" meantime by the Levitical sacrifices done under the Law,) which God the Father "passed over".  
Romans 3:19-25
19Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 
 20Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.
(The Law justifies no one.  The Law was simply to show people their sins).
 21But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets;
(Now, in Jesus Christ, the righteousness of God is made known "without the law."  Witnessed by the Law iteself and the prophets of God).
 22Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference:
(How are we, who believe, made right with God?  Answer:  By faith in the Lord Jesus Christ making us right (righteous) and is unto all that believe and upon all that believe:  for there is no difference).
 23For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 
 24Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:
(All have sinned, and are short of God's glory – fall short, have fallen short, and none are righteous before Him.  How then, are we made right, that is righteous and how are we to be justified before a Living God?  By God's Grace alone, which is through the redemption of God’s Son, that is in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Redemption:
1. a releasing effected by payment of ransom 
a. redemption, deliverance 
b. liberation procured by the payment of a ransom 
We were slaves to sin, dead in trespasses and sins until God the Father, through His Grace, sent His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ to buy us out of the slave market, making us His, that is the Lord Jesus Christ's slave, bond-slave, bought with a price as a ransom paid to redeem us unto Him.  We know what redeem means today.  Used as "currency," Jesus Christ used His own blood to redeem us by paying the ransom to deliver us from sin and death.)
 25Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 
 26To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.

God declared His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ fulfillment of the Law as an atonement that did not "pass over" the sins or "covered" the sins, but in the Lord Jesus Christ's perfect sacrifice on the Cross of Calvary "took away" the sins, and as verse 25 above says, to declare the Lord Jesus Christ's righteousness for the remission of sins that are past "only covered or passed over by God the Father using the Old Testament sacrificial system".  Verse 26 That God the Father further declares, the Lord Jesus Christ's righteousness before God the Father, so that God the Father might be just, and the justifier of him (one born again) which believeth in the Lord Jesus Christ as Lord, God, and only Savior.

Hebrews 10:1-31
 1For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect. 
 2For then would they not have ceased to be offered? because that the worshippers once purged should have had no more conscience of sins. 
 3But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins every year. 
 4For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins. 

 5Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me:
The Lord Jesus Christ came into the world.  The Apostle quotes Psalm 40:6-8, who quotes King David as saying, but not meaning of King David himself, but of the Christ (the Lord Jesus Christ) to come.
Wherefore, when he cometh into the world, he saith, . . . In Psalm 40:7. This was said by King David, not of himself, and his own time, for sacrifice and offering were desired and required in his time; nor was he able to do the will of God; so as to fulfill the law, and make void legal sacrifices; nor did he engage as a surety to do this; nor was it written of him in the volume of the Book that he should: besides, he speaks of One that was not yet come, though ready to come, when the fullness of time should be up; and who is here spoken of as coming into the world, and who is no other than the Lord Jesus Christ; and this is to be understood, not of His coming into Judea, or to the Temple at Jerusalem; or out of a private into a public life; nor of His entrance into the world nor his ascending into life eternal, after He had done His work here on earth, for the other world is never expressed by the world only; nor did Christ go into that to do the Will of God, but to sit down there at God the Father's right hand, after he had done the Will of His Father, Jehovah God.  The Lord Jesus Christ's entrance into Heaven was a going out of the world (world here meaning satan’s family), and not into it. To which may be added, that this phrase always signifies coming into this terrene, or earthly world, and intends men's coming into it at their birth. Therefore, it must be understood of Christ's incarnation into the sinful world of satan but coming without sin Himself, which was an instance of great love, condescension, and Grace by the Lord Jesus Christ to give up temporarily the Glory held with the Father to come to do the Father’s Will.  Finally the reason of it was to do what the Law, and the blood of bulls and goats, could not do.  Save one from their sins and free them from death, and separation from God the Father throughout all eternity.


Again, verse Hebrews 10:5
5Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me:
. . . but a body hast thou prepared me.  The Hebrew text, word for word would be better translated:  "You have pierced my ears through" that is, "you have made me obedient and willing to hear".  This is the body God prepared for the Lord Jesus Christ.
1. In the Old Testament, Exodus 21:6 the ear was bored or fastened with an awl to the door, in order to express that the Israelite was attached to the house as a slave, to obey, for ever. Now in taking a body, the Lord Jesus Christ took the form of a servant (Actually the word servant is mistranslated.  The word in the Greek is dou=lov, transliterated:  Doulos, a slave, bondman, man of servile condition 

a. a slave

b. devoted to another to the disregard of one's own interests

Philippians 2:6-8
 6Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 

 7But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 

 8And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

It is not the same word as to "bore, or thrust through, used in Exodus 21:6. The one (digged or pierced) is, to prepare for obedience, the other would be to bind to it for ever, and to subject to the obedience when due. Exodus 21 intimates, the blessed Truth that, when He had fulfilled His personal service on earth, He would not abandon either His assembly or His people. As the Lord Jesus Christ is ever God, but ever man, the humbled man, the glorified and reigning man, the subject man, in the joy of eternal perfection, God Himself on earth.  Isaiah 50:4-6 and Hosea 6:6 . . .
Hosea 6:6
 6For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.
As Jesus was God and man in One person, we find Him sometimes speaking, or spoken of, as the Lord God; at other times, as man and the servant (literally slave but not as a normal slave, but as one who Willfully took the position of a Slave to do the Will of Jehovah God) His Father. The Lord Jesus Christ declared the Truths which comfort the broken, contrite heart, those weary of sin, harassed with afflictions. As the Holy Spirit was upon Him, that He might speak as never a man ever spoke; so the same Divine influence daily wakened Him to Pray, to Preach the Gospel, and to receive and deliver the whole Will of the Father. The Father justified the Son when He (God the Father) accepted the satisfaction that He (The Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ) made for the sin of man at the Cross on Calvary. The Lord Jesus Christ speaks in the name of all believers. Who dares to be an enemy to those unto whom he is a Friend, or who will contend with those whom He is an Advocate?
Who justifies?  God the Father alone:
Romans 8:33
 33Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.
Again, in the Old Testament, Exodus 21:6 the ear was bored or fastened with an awl to the door, in order to express that the Israelite was attached to the house as a slave, to obey, for ever. Now in taking a body, the Lord Jesus Christ took the form of a servant.
Philippians 2:5-11
5Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 
 6Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 
 7But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 
 8And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
 9Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 
 10That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 
 11And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Ears were digged for Him. That is to say, He placed Himself in a position in which He had to obey all His Master's (Father’s) Will, whatever it might be. Though King David is writing in the Psalm he is writing as a Prophet of God by the Holy Spirit of God who speaks of the Lord Jesus Christ in the passage before us: "Thou," He says of God the Father, " hast prepared me a body." “ . . . prepared me (the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ) a body.”

Entering more into detail, the Holy Spirit through King David specifies burnt offerings and offerings for sin, sacrifices which had less of the character of communion, and although required by God . . .  God had no pleasure in them. In a word the Jewish service was already declared by the Holy Spirit to be unacceptable to God. It was all to cease, it was fruitless; no offering that formed part of it was acceptable.

As the counsels of God unfold themselves, first of all in the heart of the Word, the Son of God, Jesus Christ who offers Himself to accomplish the Will of God. "Then said he, Lo, I come, in the volume of the book it is written of me, to do thy will, O God."  What is the volume of the book written of me, that is of the Lord Jesus Christ?  The Holy Bible, consisting of both the Old and New Covenant or Testaments.
Nothing can be more solemn than thus to lift the veil from that which takes place in heaven between God and the Word of God, the Lord Jesus Christ who undertook to do His, God's Will. Observe that, before He was in the position of obedience even unto death, He offers Himself in order to accomplish the Will of God the Father, that is to say, of free love for the glory of God, of His free Will; as One who had the power to make an offer acceptable to God in the first place, He offers Himself, He undertakes obedience, He undertakes to do whatsoever God so Wills. This is indeed to sacrifice all His own Will, but freely, and as the effect of His own purpose, to do the Will of His Father. He must needs be God in order to do this, and to undertake the fulfillment of all that God could Will.
 
Returning to Hebrews 10:
6In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure. 
 7Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God. 
 8Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the law; 
 9Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second.

(Taketh away the first (Covenant – Old Testament) . . . that he may establish the second (Covenant – New Testament).
 10By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 11And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins: 
 12But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God;
Verse 12 . . But this man, that is the Lord Jesus Christ . . .
 13From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool. 
 14For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. 
 15Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that he had said before, 
 16This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them; 
 17And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. 
 18Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin. 
 19Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 
 20By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; 
 21And having an high priest over the house of God; 
 22Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 
 23Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) 
 24And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 
 25Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 
 26For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,
The sin here mentioned is a total and final falling away, when men, with a full and fixed self will and resolution, despise and reject the Lord Jesus Christ, the only Savior; despise and resist the Holy Spirit, the only Sanctifier and Only Revealer of God's Truth; and despise and renounce the Gospel, the good news of  the only way of salvation, and the words of eternal life, which are by the Power of God, by the Holy Spirit, and proclaimed and lived by the Lord Jesus Christ as a servant (slave) to God His Father's Will while He, the Lord Jesus Christ was here on earth.  This is what the Lord Jesus Christ calls blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, as shown by the Holy Spirit Himself through Jesus Christ in Matthew 12:30-32.
 27But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. 

 28He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses: 
 29Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? 
 30For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people. 
 31It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
Having spoken earlier in Hebrews 9, the Holy Spirit through the Apostle Paul concerning the Lord Jesus Christ and His perfect sacrifice . . .
John the Baptist spoke of Jesus Christ, and when the Jews (Pharisees) sent priests and Levites to John, they asked him three questions:
 
1.)     Are you the Christ?  Answer:  NO!
2.)    Art thou Elias?  Answer:  No.
3.)     Art thou that prophet? And he answered, No. 
What was #3 referring to, “. . . that prophet?”  Of course, the one Moses predicted would come . . .
John 1:15-23
15John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me. 
 16And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. 
 17For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 
 18No man hath seen God at any time, the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 
 19And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou? 
 20And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ. 
 21And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou that prophet? And he answered, No. 
 22Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may give an answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? 
 23He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias. 
 
Moses spoke of the Lord Jesus Christ to come:
Deuteronomy 18:15-19
 15The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken; 
 16According to all that thou desiredst of the LORD thy God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, neither let me see this great fire any more, that I die not. 
 17And the LORD said unto me, They have well spoken that which they have spoken. 
 18I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him. 
 19And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him.

God used a Priest, Balaam, who was hired to curse the people of God, Israel, and instead bless them with the Prophesy of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ . . . 
Numbers 24:16-18
 16He hath said, which heard the words of God, and knew the knowledge of the most High, which saw the vision of the Almighty, falling into a trance, but having his eyes open: 
 17I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him, but not nigh: there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all the children of Sheth. 
 18And Edom shall be a possession, Seir also shall be a possession for his enemies; and Israel shall do valiantly.
Star in verse 17 means a Preacher.  (The New Testament gives us the answer of what star means, by describing those who are non-preachers, or those not called to preach, but who do so for money, following the error of Balaam. They are not fixed in True Doctrine, and thus are called wandering stars – false preachers.)
 
 
Jude 1:4-13
4For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 5I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not. 
 6And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. 
 7Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 
 8Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities. 
 9Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee. 
 10But these speak evil of those things which they know not: but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves. 
 11Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core. 
 12These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots; 
 13Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever. 
 
The Lord Jesus Christ speaks of His Stars, His Preacher, those of the seven Churches, as His own, His Angels are His Preachers God’s messengers for Angels mean messenger:
Revelation 1:13-20
 
13And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 
 14His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 
 15And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters. 
 16And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength. 
 17And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: 
 18I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death. 
 19Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter; 
 20The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.


Paul (<:)
Jesus first!
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