Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them,....  When the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was crucified between the two thieves, and as He hung upon the Cross of Calvary, and while insulted and abused by all sorts of men, and put to the greatest pain and torture, He addressed Himself to God His Father: the Arabic version reads, "my Father," who was so to Him, not as He was man; for as such he had no earthly father; but as He was God, being as a Divine Person, the beloved of His Father, and God's only begotten Son: and this He uses, whilst, as man, He is praying to Him, to God the Father; partly to express His faith of relation to Him; His confidence of being heard; and partly to set believers an example of praying, as He has directed, saying, "our Father," and the petition put up by Him is for forgiveness; which is with God, and with Him only; and that for His enemies here these Gentiles -- Centurion and the Roman soldiers, His crucifiers: not for those who sinned the sin unto death, the sin against the Holy Ghost, who knowing Him to be the Messiah, maliciously crucified Him, who were unrepentant, for whom prayer is not to be made; but for those who were ignorantly concerned in it - first, the one thief on the cross next to Christ Jesus, and then for the Centurion and those with him (the Roman Soldiers,) as the next clause shows adding, for they know not what they do, or "are doing," meaning, in crucifying Him. 


The Greek for the word them:

 Strong's Number:  846    au)to/v
Original Word    Word Origin
au)to/v         from the particle au [perhaps akin to the base of (109) through the idea of a baffling wind] (backward)
Transliterated Word    Phonetic Spelling
     Autos         ow-tos' 
Parts of Speech    TDNT
     pronoun         None
 Definition
himself, herself, themselves, itself 
he, she, it 
the same

Father, forgive them (the same “ones”) those who crucify me . . . the Centurion and the Roman soldiers who made the confession of faith . . .




Matthew 27:50-57

50Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. 

 51And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; 

 52And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, 

 53And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many. 

 54Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God. 

 55And many women were there beholding afar off, which followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering unto him: 

 56Among which was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedees children. 

 57When the even was come, there came a rich man of Arimathaea, named Joseph, who also himself was Jesus' disciple:



Mark 15:39-43

 39And when the centurion, which stood over against him, saw that he so cried out, and gave up the ghost, he said, Truly this man was the Son of God. 

 40There were also women looking on afar off: among whom was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the less and of Joses, and Salome; 

 41(Who also, when he was in Galilee, followed him, and ministered unto him;) and many other women which came up with him unto Jerusalem. 

 42And now when the even was come, because it was the preparation, that is, the day before the sabbath, 

 43Joseph of Arimathaea, an honourable counsellor, which also waited for the kingdom of God, came, and went in boldly unto Pilate, and craved the body of Jesus.




Luke 23:27-44

27And there followed him a great company of people, and of women, which also bewailed and lamented him. 

 28But Jesus turning unto them said, Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children. 

 29For, behold, the days are coming, in the which they shall say, Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the paps which never gave suck. 

 30Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover us. 

 31For if they do these things in a green tree, what shall be done in the dry? 

 32And there were also two other, malefactors, led with him to be put to death. 

 33And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left. 

 34Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.

NOTICE: It is all one verse in the Holy Bible verse 34 above, as that is the way it is written in the Greek. The Lord Jesus Christ’s request to God the Father for forgiveness : and they parted His garment – the Centurion and those with him who had caste lots for his clothes.

The Greek word for "do" above in verse 34 means:

 Strong's Number:  4160    poieÑw
Original Word    Word Origin
     poieÑw         apparently a prolonged form of an obsolete primary
Transliterated Word    Phonetic Spelling
     Poieo         poy-eh'-o 
Parts of Speech    TDNT
     Verb         6:458,895

to do 
to act rightly, do well 
to carry out, to execute 
to do a thing unto one 
to do to one


 35And the people stood beholding. And the rulers also with them derided him, saying, He saved others; let him save himself, if he be Christ, the chosen of God. 

 36And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, and offering him vinegar, 

 37And saying, If thou be the king of the Jews, save thyself. 

 38And a superscription also was written over him in letters of Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew, THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

 39And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us. 

 40But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? 

 41And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss. 

 42And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. 

 43And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise. 

 44And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour.




Dr. Luke tells us one part:  the forgiveness was for what the Centurion and the Roman soldiers, who initially did NOT believe in the Lord Jesus Christ's claim of being the very Son of God.  The Centurion and the Roman soldiers simply parroted what the people were saying, and they mocked him and said, “ . . . save yourself”.


Matthew 27:54, tells us that it was the Centurion, and those who were with him -- the Roman soldiers, who finally make the confession of faith:  Truely this WAS the Son of God. 
A confession of the Lord as being Lord over one's life, believing the Lord Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God, and that He is the ONLY way to God the Father in Heaven, and that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is Lord, God, and King, and that He has a Kingdom as -- Christ Jesus is a great and mighty King -- the King of kings, and the Lord of lords, and thus the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the Lord in one's life is required for Salvation.
A confession of the Lord Jesus Christ's Lordship over a man, a ruler over a man is required for Salvation.

As did the one thief on the cross crucified next to the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth who confessed Christ Jesus as his Lord and King:
Luke 23:42
42And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. 

Note:  Lord, who is the King and reigns, one who has a kingdom.  Kingdom here in the Greek means:  Kingdom, sovereignty, royal power.  Kingship, sovereignty, authority, rule, especially of God, both in the world, and in the hearts of men.  Properly, royalty, having a Kingdom, + one who reigns.
Romans 10:9-11
9That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
 10For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 
 11For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.
Matthew 27:54
54Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God.
Mark 15:39 confirms this fact.

The forgiveness was for the one thief on the cross crucified next to the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and for what the Centurion and the Roman soldiers were ABOUT TO DO!  The Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God knows they WILL make the confession of faith, but that He will be dead when they do, so the Lord Jesus Christ offers them – the Centurion and the Roman Soldiers forgiveness before they do it to Him, Romans 5:8.


Luke 23:34
34Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots. 

The Greek word for "do" above:

 Strong's Number:  4160    poieÑw
Original Word    Word Origin
     poieÑw         apparently a prolonged form of an obsolete primary
Transliterated Word    Phonetic Spelling
     Poieo         poy-eh'-o 
Parts of Speech    TDNT
     Verb         6:458,895

to do 
to act rightly, do well 
to carry out, to execute 
to do a thing unto one 
to do to one

. . . for they (the Centurion and (those that were with him, the Roman Soldiers)) know not what they do or are about to do, or about to carry out or to execute, or to do a thing unto one, or to do to one.  Yes, they knew they were going to do their job, but they did not know WHO they were about to crucify.
Luke 23:33-35

33And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left. 

 34Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots. 

 35And the people stood beholding. And the rulers also with them derided him, saying, He saved others; let him save himself, if he be Christ, the chosen of God.


Note:  Who were the ones who did not know what they do (or had done)?  Answer:  These Gentiles, the Roman Centurion, and those with him, the Roman soldiers.  They (Roman Centurion, and Roman soldiers) were not privy to the conversations that had taken place between the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and the Scribes and the Pharisees (and all the people, as this had all been done publicly before tens of thousands) during this week of the Passover.  These Gentiles (Roman Centurion and soldiers) were doing their job.  Yes, they too were non-believers, as is everyone until the Truth of God pierces their souls.

Luke 12:1-3

 1In the mean time, when there were gathered together an innumerable multitude of people, insomuch that they trode one upon another, he began to say unto his disciples first of all, Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 

 2For there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; neither hid, that shall not be known. 

 3Therefore whatsoever ye have spoken in darkness shall be heard in the light; and that which ye have spoken in the ear in closets shall be proclaimed upon the housetops.
The Lord Jesus Christ is God the Son.  As God, what Christ Jesus says He means, and what He says stands -- forever.  It cannot be taken back.

Matthew 24:34-35

34Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled. 

35Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.

Note:  Verily in the Greek means:  truly, amen -- of a truth, most assuredly, sure, certain said with emphasis !


Note:  You MUST believe, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth told the Scribes and the Pharisees that "I AM HE," not JUST the Messiah, but the very Son of God who was here from the beginning, www.alemattec.com/I AM HE.doc!  Unless you do, believe the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, the one as God in the beginning, now having appeared before them, the Lord Jesus Christ said to them, they WILL DIE IN THEIR SINS.  The forgiveness on the Cross at Calvary was for the Centurion and those with him, the Roman soldiers who did not know what they were doing.  As they were doing their jobs.  The Scribes and Pharisees knew EXACTLY what they were doing, and refused to accept this man, the Lord Jesus Christ, to be their Head (to rule over them).

John 8:18-29

 18I am one that bear witness of myself, and the Father that sent me beareth witness of me. 

 19Then said they unto him, Where is thy Father? Jesus answered, Ye neither know me, nor my Father: if ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also. 

 20These words spake Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no man laid hands on him; for his hour was not yet come. 

 21Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way, and ye shall seek me, and shall die in your sins: whither I go, ye cannot come. 

 22Then said the Jews, Will he kill himself? because he saith, Whither I go, ye cannot come. 

 23And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world. 

 24I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins. 

 25Then said they unto him, Who art thou? And Jesus saith unto them, Even the same that I said unto you from the beginning. 

 26I have many things to say and to judge of you: but he that sent me is true; and I speak to the world those things which I have heard of him. 

 27They understood not that he spake to them of the Father. 

 28Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. 

 29And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him.

Deuteronomy 32:39-40

39See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god with me: I kill, and I make alive; I wound, and I heal: neither is there any that can deliver out of my hand. 

40For I lift up my hand to heaven, and say, I live for ever.

Note:  My question is this?  Who were the Lord Jesus Christ's enemies?  The ones who would "not have this man rule over them".  The Jews, the Scribes and the Pharesses, and the people who followed their leaders.


Who did the Lord Jesus Christ come for, was it for everyone?  No, not for those who thought they were right with God, the Scribes and the Pharisees, and all the people who followed their leaders.  They thought that by following the Law, the were right with God, not having to confess the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as God the Son, God's Anointed (hand picked,) God's Messiah.


The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth spoke this Parable of those God had trusted with His House, the Jewish Assembly:  the Scribes and the Paraphrases (and also the people whom followed them, as the people do today their "pastors" who teach them that forgiveness at the Cross of Calvary was to everyone).

Luke 19:10-27

 10For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost. 

 11And as they heard these things, he added and spake a parable, because he was nigh to Jerusalem, and because they thought that the kingdom of God should immediately appear. 

 12He said therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and to return. 

Note:  The certain nobleman is the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

13And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come. 

 14But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, saying, We will not have this man to reign over us. 

 15And it came to pass, that when he was returned, having received the kingdom, then he commanded these servants to be called unto him, to whom he had given the money, that he might know how much every man had gained by trading. 

 16Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds. 

 17And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have thou authority over ten cities. 

 18And the second came, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained five pounds. 

 19And he said likewise to him, Be thou also over five cities. 

 20And another came, saying, Lord, behold, here is thy pound, which I have kept laid up in a napkin: 

 21For I feared thee, because thou art an austere man: thou takest up that thou layedst not down, and reapest that thou didst not sow. 

Note:  Some do NOTHING for God and His Kingdom, because they lack faith and simply fear God and His Word (the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth).

22And he saith unto him, Out of thine own mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked servant. Thou knewest that I was an austere man, taking up that I laid not down, and reaping that I did not sow: 

 23Wherefore then gavest not thou my money into the bank, that at my coming I might have required mine own with usury? 

 24And he said unto them that stood by, Take from him the pound, and give it to him that hath ten pounds. 

 25(And they said unto him, Lord, he hath ten pounds.) 

 26For I say unto you, That unto every one which hath shall be given; and from him that hath not, even that he hath shall be taken away from him. 

 27But those mine enemies, which would not that I should reign over them, bring hither, and slay them before me.
Luke 18:7-14

7And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? 

 8I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth? 

 9And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others: 

 10Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. 

 11The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 

 12I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 

 13And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. 

 14I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the Great Physician.  Those who thought they were well, not needing Him, the Great Physician, thought the were WHOLE, healthy, right with God.  The Lord Jesus Christ told them He did not come for them, but for those who knew of their great sins, (publicans and sinners that repented,) as the Publican did in his prayer above.  
Matthew 9:11-13

11And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners? 

 12But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. 

 13But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.
The Lord Jesus Christ was to sit at the right hand of God the Father, and make those who thought they were right with God, who would NOT HAVE THIS MAN TO RULE (be their Head) over them, those who were his enemies (the Scribes and the Pharisees and the Jews who followed their leaders) and who mocked Him to the very last on the Cross of Calvary, they would be made his footstool.  Forgiveness was not offered them.
Hebrews 10:12-14
12But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God; 

 13From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool. 

 14For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.

Note:  The Lord Jesus Christ was to sit at the right hand of God the Father, and make those who thought they were right with God, who would NOT HAVE THIS MAN TO RULE (be their Head) over them, those who were his enemies (the Scribes and the Pharisees and the Jews who followed their leaders) and who mocked Him to the very last on the Cross of Calvary, they would be made his footstool.  Forgiveness was not offered them.

The Jews -- some of the people, 3,000 of them at Pentecost, realized they HAD NOT BEEN FORGIVEN at the Cross of Calvary, as they knowingly had committed the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth to death following their leaders.  Now, the Gospel being Preached to them in their own language (tongues) they realized this grave mistake.  They knew that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth had offered forgiveness to the Centurion, and those with Him, as they had repented, and confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God!

Acts 2:32-39

32This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. 

 33Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. 

 34For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 

 35Until I make thy foes thy footstool. 

Note:  foes=enemies
36Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made the same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. 

 37Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 
These Jews, 3,000 of them who repented and were Saved that day at Pentacost, knew that they had not been forgiven? Therefore, their response " . . .  Men and brethren, what shall we do?"

 38Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

 39For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the LORD our God shall call.

Note:  The same Promise of Salvation, that if you believe in your heart, and confess with your mouth that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is Lord (Head) you shall be saved, and this promise is not only to you, but the same promise is to your Children (US!).  Also, this promise is to all (even those afar off (in other nations) as many . . . as the LORD our God shall CALL.

Romans 10:8-10

8But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; 

9That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 

10For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

Matthew 27:53-54

53And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many. 

 54Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God.
John 8:12
 12Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

At the Cross 
Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 
Chorus by Ralph E. Hudson, 1843-1901 


Stanza 1: 

Alas! and did my Savior bleed? 

And did my Sov'reign die? 

Would He devote that sacred head 

For such a worm as I? 



Chorus : 

At the cross, at the cross, 

Where I first saw the light, 

And the burden of my heart rolled away - 

It was there by faith I received my sight, 

And now I am happy all the day. 



Stanza 2: 

Was it for crimes that I have done 

He groaned upon the tree? Amazing pity! Grace unknown! 

And love beyond degree! 




(Chorus) 




Stanza 3: 

Well might the sun in darkenss hide 

And shut its glories in, 

When Christ, the mighty Maker, died 

For man the creature's sin. 




(Chorus) 




Stanza 4: 

Thus might I hide my blushing face 

While His dear cross appears; 

Dissolve my heart in thankfulness, 

And melt mine eyes to tears. 




(Chorus) 




Stanza 5: 

But drops of grief can ne'er repay 

The debt of love I owe: 

Here, Lord, I give myself away - 

'Tis all that I can do! 



(Chorus)
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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