Matthew 5:44-46 

44But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 

 45That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 

 46For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same?

We are called to pray for those who afflict us, persecute us . . .

Matthew 24:8-10
8All these are the beginning of sorrows. 

 9Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake. 

 10And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.

James 5:12-15
 12But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation. 

 13Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms. 

 14Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: 

 15And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.
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The word afflicted used above in Matthew 24:8-10 and in James 5:12-15, is the same Greek word above used by the Lord Jesus Christ in John 16:33 below, which is the word Tribulation.  Tribulation or Affliction means:  pressure, pressing together, a pressing, distress, straits, afflicted, a rolling over or pressed by the world – as a boulder rolling over something.

John 16:33

 33These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.

The Apostle Paul was afflicted . . .
1 Corinthians 16:20-22

 20All the brethren greet you. Greet ye one another with an holy kiss. 

 21The salutation of me Paul with mine own hand. 

 22If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha.
1. Anathema:  a thing devoted to God without hope of being redeemed, and if an animal, to be slain; therefore a person or thing doomed to destruction 

a. a curse 

b. a man accursed, devoted to the direst of woes 

1. Maranatha:  our Lord cometh or will come 

If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, he is without hope of being redeemed, as an animal to be slain, doomed for destruction, under God’s curse, a man accursed of God, devoted to the direst of woes when our Lord Jesus Christ cometh!

Galatians 6:10-11

10As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith. 

 11Ye see how large a letter I have written unto you with mine own hand.

2 Thessalonians 3:16-18

 16Now the Lord of peace himself give you peace always by all means. The Lord be with you all. 

 17The salutation of Paul with mine own hand, which is the token in every epistle: so I write. 

 18The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.

Philemon 1:18-20 

18If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine account; 

 19I Paul have written it with mine own hand, I will repay it: albeit I do not say to thee how thou owest unto me even thine own self besides. 

 20Yea, brother, let me have joy of thee in the Lord: refresh my bowels in the Lord.

2 Corinthians 12:6-8
6For though I would desire to glory, I shall not be a fool; for I will say the truth: but now I forbear, lest any man should think of me above that which he seeth me to be, or that he heareth of me. 

 7And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. 

 8For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.

The thorn in the Apostle Paul’s side was thought to be blindness.  He could barely see.  The Apostle Paul had spoken directly to the Lord Jesus Christ on three occasions concerning this, but it pleased the Lord Jesus Christ to have him suffer this way.  Verse 7 above says, “. . . there was given to me . . .”  Why?  So that others, including the Apostle Paul himself, might not think too highly of the Apostle – or he of himself.

So . . . what was the Lord Jesus Christ’s answer to the Apostle Paul when he had requested from the Lord Jesus Christ relief of this thorn in his side?

2 Corinthians 12:9

9And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

1. How is this possible?  When we are weak, and we are His (that is owned by the Lord Jesus Christ as our Lord, God, and Savior) we rely more so on Him during times of distress, during our weakness.  In this way, the Lord Jesus Christ’s strength to hold His own sheep, True Believers in their place, to console them, to counsel them, to draw them near to Him by His strength is made perfect (whole or complete).  Remember, the word perfect in the Holy Bible means “whole or complete, fully mature or sound in one’s doctrine”.
2. The Lord Jesus Christ declares that His strength, that is:  His power, His ability, His inherent power, power residing in Him by virtue of His very nature of being one with God, that is as God the Son, by which He exerts and puts forth His power toward and to another by His moral perfect (whole or complete) strength; having power by virtue of His Own authority, ability and resources, to be Willing to do something, to be able to do something; to be capable, strong and powerful . . . yes, to be able.
The Apostle Paul declared to Timothy of his confidence in His Lord, His God, His King -- the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth:

2 Timothy 1:12

12For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.
Again, speaking of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Apostle Paul writes in his letter to the Hebrews (Jews):

Hebrews 2:18

 18For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.

Succor in the Greek means:  to run to a person’s aid who is in distress or danger; to help; to bring aid.
So, we could paraphrase Hebrews 2:18 above as:  For that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Himself has suffered being tempted – tempted but not sinning, that is being offered the same choices to sin but never choosing anything but His Father’s Will, not his own will at any part during His entire life.  This perfect (remember perfect means whole and complete) Son, was one with His Father, Jehovah God, and completely obedient even to the Cross.  In this perfect obedience, God the Father was well pleased with Him and called His Only Begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, “beloved.”  In this position as the perfect, righteous, almighty Son of God, He is able to succor:  to run to our aid in our distress and danger, to help and to bring us aid.  No one else can nor is anyone else able.  He alone, the Lord Jesus Christ, can and is willing, and is able.  The Apostle Paul said that he is persuaded that the Lord Jesus Christ is able to keep that which the Apostle Paul had committed unto Him, his eternal soul, against that day of his death to bring the Apostle Paul to Heaven for eternity, to give unto the Apostle Paul eternal life.
In case someone would try to make an argument against the Apostle Paul’s confidence in the Lord Jesus Christ’s ability to Save him, the Apostle Paul headed off their arguments by drawing out all possibilities that anyone could argue:

Romans 8:38-39

 38For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 

 39Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

. . . for He (The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth) is able . . .
Yes, He, the Lord Jesus Christ IS the beloved of the Father.

Mark 1:6-11

6And John was clothed with camel's hair, and with a girdle of a skin about his loins; and he did eat locusts and wild honey; 

 7And preached, saying, There cometh one mightier than I after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose. 

 8I indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost. 

 9And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan. 

 10And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon him: 

 11And there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

All things are done by the Power of the Father, in that the Father’s Will is always done, period.  He does everything after the counsel of His own Will.  The Father makes us acceptable to His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s beloved:

Ephesians 1:3-6
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 

 4According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 

 5Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 

 6To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.

Paraphrase:
Blessed be God the Father WHO HAS:

1. Blessed us with spiritual blessings . . .

2. Chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, to be holy and without blame before him in love

3. Predestinated us to be adopted children by the Lord Jesus Christ to himself, according to His good pleasure, His Will

4. To the praise of the glory of HIS GRACE (the Father’s Grace, brought to us by His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ,) wherein He (God the Father, Jehovah God) hath made us accepted by His Son’s adopting us into His (God’s family) and by His Grace has made us acceptable as a family member of His beloved, His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.
God the Father, by His Grace, made His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, to dwell among us, and made Him full of God’s Glory (in that the Apostles and others beheld His Glory, that is the Glory of the Lord Jesus Christ),  who is full of God’s Grace, and full of God’s Truth:

John 1:14

 14And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
John 1:17

 17For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.

2 John 1:3

 3Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.

Amen.

Paul (<:’)

Jesus first!
