Social network analysis

One common form of surveillance is to create maps of social networks based on data from social networking sites such as Facebook, MySpace, Twitter as well as from traffic analysis information from phone call records such as those in the NSA call database,[39] and others. These social network "maps" are then data mined to extract useful information such as personal interests, friendships & affiliations, wants, beliefs, thoughts, and activities.[40]
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Many U.S. government agencies such as the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA), the National Security Agency (NSA), and the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) are investing heavily in research involving social network analysis.[44]
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[45] The intelligence community believes that the biggest threat to U.S. power comes from decentralized, leaderless, geographically dispersed groups of terrorists, subversives, extremists, and dissidents. These types of threats are most easily countered by finding important nodes in the network, and removing them. To do this requires a detailed map of the network.[42]
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Jason Ethier of Northeastern University, in his study of modern social network analysis, said the following of the Scalable Social Network Analysis Program developed by the Information Awareness Office:

The purpose of the SSNA algorithms program is to extend techniques of social network analysis to assist with distinguishing potential terrorist cells from legitimate groups of people.... In order to be successful SSNA will require information on the social interactions of the majority of people around the globe. Since the Defense Department cannot easily distinguish between peaceful citizens and terrorists, it will be necessary for them to gather data on innocent civilians as well as on potential terrorists.

—Jason Ethier[42]
AT&T Invents Programming Language for Mass Surveillance

http://www.wired.com/threatlevel/2007/10/att-invents-pro/
AT&T developed a programming language called "Hancock", which is able to sift through enormous databases of phone call and Internet traffic records, such as the NSA call database, and extract "communities of interest" -- groups of people who call each other regularly, or groups that regularly visit certain sites on the Internet. AT&T originally built the system to develop "marketing leads",[48] but the FBI has regularly requested such information from phone companies such as AT&T without a warrant,[48] and after using the data stores all information received in its own databases, regardless of whether or not the information was ever useful in an investigation.[49]
Note:  "Communities of Interest" can you say Christians?  Is persecution of Christians far behind?  I think not.  As The AntiChrist comes to power.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NSA_warrantless_surveillance_controversy
Some people believe that the use of social networking sites is a form of "participatory surveillance", where users of these sites are essentially performing surveillance on themselves, putting detailed personal information on public websites where it can be viewed by corporations and governments.[40] About 20% of employers have reported using social networking sites to collect personal data on prospective or current employees.[50]
Possible ties to the CIA and NSA

There have been allegations about connections between Google and the U.S. National Security Agency (NSA) and the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)[50], going as far as saying that Facebook and Google are CIA fronts.[51] U.S. intelligence agencies are reported to use Google software to support their work.[52]
In February 2010 Google was reported to be working on an agreement with the NSA to investigate recent attacks against its network. And, while the deal did not give NSA access to Google's data on users’ searches or e-mail communications and accounts and Google was not sharing proprietary data with the agency, privacy and civil rights advocates were concerned.[53]
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[54]
In October 2004 Google acquired Keyhole, a 3D mapping company. In February 2004, before its acquisition by Google, Keyhole received an investment from In-Q-Tel, the CIA's investment arm.[55] And in July 2010 it was reported that the investment arms of both the CIA (In-Q-Tel) and Google (Google Ventures) were investing in Recorded Future, a company specializing in predictive analytics—monitoring the web in real time and using that information to predict the future. And, while private corporations have been using similar systems since the 1990s, the involvement of Google and the CIA with their large data stores raises privacy concerns.[56]
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http://fcw.com/articles/2009/09/14/week-facebook-launches-government-page.aspx
Julian Assange, the controversial founder of WikiLeaks, speaks to Steve Kroft about the U.S. attempt to indict him on criminal charges and the torrent of criticism aimed at him for publishing classified documents.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DzC9invn4Ko
Assange on mass surveillance: 'You are all screwed!' 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B5cLqY6_2X8


http://singularityhub.com/2011/05/18/the-government-is-spying-on-you-through-facebook-right-now/

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0yhFRWaQbNg&feature=player_embedded#!
Government requests

Google has been criticized for both disclosing too much information to governments too quickly and for not disclosing information that governments need to enforce their laws. In April 2010, Google, for the first time, released details about how often countries around the world ask it to hand over user data or to censor information.[58] Online tools make the updated data available to everyone.[59]
For the period between July and December 2009 Brazil topped the list for user data requests with 3,663, while the US made 3,580, the UK 1,166, and India 1,061. Brazil also made the largest number of requests to remove content with 291, followed by Germany with 188, India with 142, and the US with 123. Google, who stopped offering search services in China a month before the data was released, said it could not release information on requests from the Chinese government because such information is regarded as a state secret.[58]
Google's chief legal officer said, "The vast majority of these requests are valid and the information needed is for legitimate criminal investigations or for the removal of child pornography".[58]

"When governments fear the people, there is liberty. When the people fear the government, there is tyranny. The strongest reason for the people to retain the right to keep and bear arms is, as a last resort, to protect themselves against the tyranny in and by the government." "Does the government fear us, "We the People . . . ? Or do we the people fear the government? When the people fear the government, tyranny has found victory. The government is our servant, not our master."  “When the people fear the government, that's tyranny; when the government fears the people, that's freedom.”

-- Thomas Jefferson

"If a nation expects to be ignorant and free, it expects what never was and never will be".

-- Thomas Jefferson

What happened here in Germany was the gradual habituation of the people, little by little, to being governed by surprise; to receiving decisions deliberated in secret; to believing that the situation was so complicated that the government had to act on information which the people could not understand, or so dangerous that, even if the people could understand it, it could not be released because of "national security".  Therefore, their sense of identification with Hitler, their trust in him, made it easier to widen this gap and reassured those who would otherwise have worried about it until it was too late. 

--Mayer, Milton (1966) [1955]. They Thought They Were Free: The Germans, 1933-45 (2nd edition ed.). University of Chicago Press. pp. p. 166.  ISBN 0-226-51192-8.

Authority has always attracted the lowest elements in the human race. All through history mankind has been bullied by scum. Those who lord it over their fellows and toss commands in every direction and would boss the grass in the meadows about which way to bend in the wind are the most depraved kind of prostitutes. They will submit to any indignity, perform any vile act, do anything to achieve power. The worst off-sloughings of the planet are the ingredients of sovereignty. Every government is a parliament of whores. The trouble is, in a democracy, the whores are us.
--P. J. O'Rourke, in Parliament of Whores (1991)

Giving money and power to Government is like giving whiskey and car keys to teenage boys.
--P. J. O'Rourke, Parliament of Whores (1991) 

With the exception of the writ of habeas corpus, a privilege not required under the Jewish government, simply because it did not allow for imprisonment, there is not a single feature of free government that is not distinctly developed in the Holy Bible
-- Gardiner Spring, Dictionary of Burning Words of Brilliant Writers (1895), p. 425.

The state calls its own violence law, but that of the individual, crime.
--Max Stirner, attributed in The Great Quotations (1960) by George Seldes, p. 664

"... bills were passed, not only for national objects but for individual cases, and laws were most numerous when the commonwealth was most corrupt.
--Tacitus, Annals, Book III, 27:  Publius (or Gaius) Cornelius Tacitus (AD 56 – AD 117) was a senator and a historian of the Roman Empire. The surviving portions of his two major works—the Annals and the Histories—examine the reigns of the Roman Emperors Tiberius, Claudius, Nero and those who reigned in the Year of the Four Emperors. These two works span the history of the Roman Empire from the death of Augustus in AD 14 to (presumably) the death of emperor Domitian in AD 96. There are big lacunae in the surviving texts, including one four books long in the Annals.

Common paraphrase: The more numerous the laws, the more corrupt the government. Therefore, I heartily accept the motto, "That government is best which governs least"; and I should like to see it acted up to more rapidly and systematically. Carried out, it finally amounts to this, which also I believe, "That government is best which governs not at all"; and when men are prepared for it, that will be the kind of government which they will have.
--Henry David Thoreau, Civil Disobedience (1849) 


Yesterday the greatest question was decided which was ever debated in America; and a greater perhaps never was, nor will be, decided among men. A resolution was passed without one dissenting colony, that those United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent States.
--John Adams, letter to Mrs. Adams. July 3, 1776.


It [Calvinism] established a religion without a prelate, a government without a king.
Note:  Prelate:  bishop or abbot of superior rank, to rule over the people.
--George Bancroft, History of the United States, Volume III, Chapter VI.

A power has arisen up in the Government greater than the people themselves, consisting of many and various and powerful interests, combined into one mass, and held together by the cohesive power of the vast surplus in the banks.
-- John C. Calhoun, in the U.S. Senate (May 28, 1836). "Cohesive power of public plunder."

That this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom, and that government of the people, by the people, and for the people, shall not perish from the earth.
--Abraham Lincoln, Speech at Gettysburg. 1863, "The Gettysburg Address.
Note:  The phrase "of the people, by the people, for the people" is not an original quote of Abraham Lincoln. Some have claimed, wrongly, that, "The Bible shall be for the government of the people, for the people and by the people," appears in the Preface of the Wyclif Bible of 1384.  Albert Mathews, of Boston, examined the reprint of 1850 of the Wyclif Bible, and finds no reference to it in the Preface. He states, however, this is as a preface to the Old and the New Testaments, probably written by John Purvey.

Paul (<:)
Jesus first!

