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I have an issue with Dr. John MacArthur on this issue, however I must say that the rest of this is EXACTLY what needed to be said.  

I've highlighted what the issue is below:

"And similarly, government officials have no right to interfere in ecclesiastical matters in a way that undermines or disregards the God-given authority of pastors and elders."

Note:  " . . . God-given authority of pastors and elders."  I would certainly like to add:  Likewise Deacons, and all Christians, all the people of God in their God given right of Worship have God's Authority calling them to Worship Him.  It is not government officials who have authority in the Spiritual Realm, as the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is over EVERY nation, Ephesians 3:9-21; Colossians 1:10-17.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Colossians 1:17 --  17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.

Note:  The word before here in the Greek means:  Superiority or Preeminence -- Colossians 1:17-20.  A primary preposition; "fore", i.e. In front of, prior (figuratively, superior) to -- above, ago, before, or ever. Before:  Of place -- before, in front of; before speaking of time: before, earlier than.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Who created all things, was before or in front, before time, before all things.  The Lord Jesus Christ was earlier than, before time, before all things as nothing was created until Christ Jesus created ALL THINGS, John 1:1-5.

Therefore, the righteous Judge, Matthew 25:31-46; Acts 17:30-31; Acts 10:41-43; 2 Timothy 4:1-5; John 5:21-23, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Who has Preeminence in all things, Colossians 1:18, will Judge these nations as to how they treat His people.  Pharaoh (nor any ruler) did not, nor does not, give the people of God the right to Worship.  God Commanded Pharaoh to "Let His people go!"; God gave His people the inalienable, unassailable, inviolable right and duty by God's Command to Worship Him.

Our Founding Fathers placed three things at the center, the core, the right of free men to freely Worship God:  Prohibiting the making of any law respecting an 1.)  Establishment of religion, 2.) impeding the free exercise of religion, 3.) abridging the freedom of speech.  (Abridging:  means to:  Reduce or lessen in duration, scope, authority in order to diminish one's right to speak (speech); Curtail: To abridge one's freedom. To deprive one's speech; to cut off one's speech which denies freedom of thought.)  Shutting down freedom of speech shuts down thought.  Stops an individual from speaking their mind, is shutting off their thoughts.  

The First Amendment prohibits the making of any law respecting an establishment of religion, impeding the free exercise of religion, abridging the freedom of speech, infringing on the freedom of the press, interfering with the right to peaceably assemble or prohibiting the petitioning for a governmental redress of grievances.

This First Amendment to the Constitution was set FIRST, and the first three parts mentioned in the FIRST Amendment concerned Freedom of worship and speech.  Set FIRST before ALL other guaranteed rights under the Government of the United States of America was this First Amendment.  As the Founding Fathers who were mainly Theists still understood what the Holy Bible declared, that the Lord Jesus Christ would Judge all nations.  Christians within this Government had enough political power in the beginning to set the First Amendment in place before all others.  The United States Constitution was NOT GIVING people these rights; simply, these rights were acknowledging that God had already given people these rights.  Man cannot take them away as man does not give them.  They can deny them for a time, but those who fear the Lord, those who fear God will always take a stand and will be heard and not silenced.

1 Corinthians 9:16
16 For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!
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Matthew 6:24
24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.
Acts 5:25-42
25 Then came one and told them, saying, Behold, the men whom ye put in prison are standing in the temple, and teaching the people.

26 Then went the captain with the officers, and brought them without violence: for they feared the people, lest they should have been stoned.

27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council: and the high priest asked them,
28 Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man's blood upon us.
29 Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men.
30 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree.

31 Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.

32 And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him.
33 When they heard that, they were cut to the heart, and took counsel to slay them.

34 Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, had in reputation among all the people, and commanded to put the apostles forth a little space;

35 And said unto them, Ye men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what ye intend to do as touching these men.

36 For before these days rose up Theudas, boasting himself to be somebody; to whom a number of men, about four hundred, joined themselves: who was slain; and all, as many as obeyed him, were scattered, and brought to nought.

37 After this man rose up Judas of Galilee in the days of the taxing, and drew away much people after him: he also perished; and all, even as many as obeyed him, were dispersed.

38 And now I say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought:

39 But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against God.
40 And to him they agreed: and when they had called the apostles, and beaten them, they commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.

41 And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name.
42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.
Deuteronomy 30:6-8
6 And the Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live.
7 And the Lord thy God will put all these curses upon thine enemies, and on them that hate thee, which persecuted thee.
8 And thou shalt return and obey the voice of the Lord, and do all his commandments which I command thee this day.
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
1 To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:

2 A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted;

3 A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up;

4 A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance;

5 A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;

6 A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away;

7 A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
8 A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.
Amos 5:13-14
13 Therefore the prudent shall keep silence in that time; for it is an evil time.

14 Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live: and so the Lord, the God of hosts, shall be with you, as ye have spoken.

Note:  "13 Therefore the prudent shall keep silence at that time; . . ." Not the Prophets of the Lord, whose business it was at all times to reprove, rebuke, and exhort and not hold their peace, not to be silenced, (but to raise up their voices like a trumpet, Isaiah 58:1,) by letting the consequence be what it would without God's input to the people.  These here spoken of by the Prophet Amos were private persons, whose wisdom it would be to say nothing.  They would say nothing, keep silent since reproof would do no good to these persons who they should reprove.  Indeed, not keeping silent would bring a great deal of hatred, ill will, and troubles upon themselves and their families.  As well, though, by keeping silent, they would surely hear the name of God blasphemed before all. 

Seek not unto, or after, evil (persons and evil things).  Have no fellowship with them, keep not company with, or engage in conversation of evil men, Ephesians 5:1-21, which is infectious and dangerous, 1 Corinthians 15:33.  Abstain from anything that is evil, or has the appearance of it, 1 Thessalonians 5:22.



Psalm 119:160-162
160 Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of thy righteous judgments endureth for ever.
161 Princes have persecuted me without a cause: but my heart standeth in awe of thy word.
162 I rejoice at thy word, as one that findeth great spoil.
Matthew 5:10-12
10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.

12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.
John 15:19-27
19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.
20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.

21 But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me.
22 If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloak for their sin.

23 He that hateth me hateth my Father also.
24 If I had not done among them the works which none other man did, they had not had sin: but now have they both seen and hated both me and my Father.

25 But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause.
26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:

27 And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning.
Acts 26:4-11
4 My manner of life from my youth, which was at the first among mine own nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews;

5 Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify, that after the most straitest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee.

6 And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made of God, unto our fathers:

7 Unto which promise our twelve tribes, instantly serving God day and night, hope to come. For which hope's sake, king Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews.

8 Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God should raise the dead?

9 I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.

10 Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I gave my voice against them.

11 And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto strange cities.
2 Corinthians 4:8-15
8 We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;

9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed;

10 Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.

11 For we which live are always delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.

12 So then death worketh in us, but life in you.
13 We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak;
14 Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you.

15 For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.
Galatians 4:29
29 But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even so it is now.
2 Timothy 3:12
12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.
Revelation 19:11-16
11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.
12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself.

13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.
14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.
15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.

16 And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, King Of Kings, And Lord Of Lords.
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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