1 Corinthians 11:1-16

1 Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.
2 Now I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all things, and keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you.

Note:   Ordinances in the Greek, means "traditions," that is, Apostolic directions, Commands given by word of mouth or in writing, 1 Corinthians 11:23; 1 Corinthians 15:3; 2 Thessalonians 2:15; Jude 1:3.   Traditions, that which is delivered, the substance of the teaching; properly, give over (to hand over) from close-beside, referring to tradition as passed on from one generation to the next, NOT skipping a generation, but given closely to the next generation the SAME Ordinances, i.e.:  traditions taught ONCE to the Saints, Jude 1:3.
Matthew 15:2-3, 6; Mark 7:5, 8, 9, 13; Galatians 1:14; Colossians 2:8; 2 Thessalonians 2:15; 2 Thessalonians 3:6; 1 Peter 1:17-21

Colossians 2:8
8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.

3 But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.

4 Every man praying or prophesying, having his head covered, dishonoureth his head.
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Note:  By a man wearing a head covering of any kind, or a veil, which is a mark of subjection, submissiveness, to others, as with a woman's veil or hood, and is effeminate 1 Corinthians 6:8-10, unmanly, and dishonorable.  Having his head covered is refusing his place given by God as having God given Authority on the earth.  The man was to have his head uncovered, because he represented authority/power, and in this respect was invested (as to his position under the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Who is the Head of every man,) with the Glory of God, of whom man was the image. The woman was to have her head covered, as a token that she was subject to the man (her covering being a token of the power of the man to which she was subject), 1 Corinthians 11:7. 


5 But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head uncovered dishonoureth her head: for that is even all one as if she were shaven.

6 For if the woman be not covered, let her also be shorn: but if it be a shame for a woman to be shorn or shaven, let her be covered.

Note:  A woman would not like to be shorn:  "Shorn, in the Greek means, i.e.:  I cut my own hair, have my hair cut, i.e.:  like a man."  Even worse to be shaven".  If, however, she chooses to be uncovered (unveiled) in front, let her be so also behind, that is, "shorn."  " . . . but if it be a shame for a woman to be shorn or shaven, let her be covered."  A shame-- means an unbecoming thing, base, disgraceful, improper, sordid,  Proverbs 29:15; 1 Corinthians 11:6; 1 Corinthians 14:35; Ephesians 5:12. 

7 For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is the image and glory of God: but the woman is the glory of the man.

Note:  Man is the image and glory of God.  Man being created in God's "image," first and directly: the woman, subsequently, and indirectly, through the mediation of man.  Man is the representative of God's "glory", Psalm 8:4; Psalm 8:5; 2 Corinthians 8:23.  Man is declared in Scripture to be both the "image," and in the similitude, i.e.:  "likeness," of God, James 3:8-9.  However, "Express or Impress image" alone is applied to the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Colossians 1:10-18; Hebrews 1:1-8.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the "Express image," in the Greek, meaning "the impress image, i.e.:  an exact reproduction," Hebrews 1:3.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the exact reproduction of God the Father, as the supreme effulgence (Effulgence:  Radiant splendor, i.e.:  brilliance, of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, showing forth the Lord Jesus Christ's Glory as the second Person of the eternal Godhead -- the Trinity, in God the Son.  The Divine Son is not merely "like" God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is God and of God, "being of one substance (essence) with God the Father," and an exact replica, impress image, express image of God.
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Verse 7 above, " . . . but the woman is the glory of the man."  Notice here, the Apostle Paul does NOT say, that the woman is, "the image of the man."  As the moon in relation to the sun, so woman shines before God not so much with light direct from God, as with light derived from man who is woman's head.  That is, in her order in creation, to be a glory, ornament (Ornament:   Something that lends grace or beauty.) to man, which is pleasing to God.  Much of woman's Biblical knowledge is thus to be given her through man, on whom she is naturally dependent.


8 For the man is not of the woman: but the woman of the man.

9 Neither was the man created for the woman; but the woman for the man.

10 For this cause ought the woman to have power on her head because of the angels.


Note:  Power here in the Greek means:  Privilege granted, token of control, i.e.:  delegated influence -- authority, jurisdiction, liberty, power, right, strength.  That is, the woman should have a veil on her head, a covering, because of the Angels. The Angels presence in Heaven above should keep Christians from all that is wrong while in the Worship of God.  Women must be covered, to show by this external sign of a veil on her head her subjection to God under man.  This veiling of the woman in public Worship was because of the Angels, which may be an imitation of the very Angels of God, who when they sung the praises of God, and adored and glorified the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as God and all of His perfections, covered their faces and their feet with their wings, in submission and subjection before their Mighty God, Isaiah 6:1-3.
Additionally, the head-covering was the emblem of maiden modesty before man, Genesis 24:64-65, and conjugal (Conjugal:  Of or relating to the married state or to married persons and their relations.) chastity, Genesis 20:16.  So, to uncover the head in public indicated withdrawal from the power/authority of the husband, whence a suspected wife had her head uncovered by the Priest, Numbers 5:18.  As woman's hair is given her by nature, as her covering, 1 Corinthians 11:15.  To cut her hair off like a man, therefore, was then to put away the head-covering, too, and is then refusing the authority/power of her husband.  It is natural for a woman to have long hair for her covering.  A woman's strength, liberty, power, right, privilege as the weaker vessel, 1 Peter 3:7, therefore, is that she ought to add the other, i.e.:  the wearing of a head-covering, to show that she does of her own will that which nature itself teaches she ought to do, in token of her subjection to man, i.e.:  specifically, her husband.  When a woman acts against the Divine Ordinance, and the modest propriety that becomes her, in putting away the veil, she puts away the badge of her subjection to man, which is her true "honor," for through man, and her subjection, submission to him, i.e.:  to her own husband, who connects her with the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Who IS the Head of every man.   
11 Nevertheless neither is the man without the woman, neither the woman without the man, in the Lord.

12 For as the woman is of the man, even so is the man also by the woman; but all things of God.

13 Judge in yourselves: is it comely that a woman pray unto God uncovered?

14 Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have long hair, it is a shame unto him?

15 But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: for her hair is given her for a covering.

16 But if any man seem to be contentious, we have no such custom, neither the churches of God.


Note:  If any man seem, i.e.:  chooses (still after all the arguments shown forth in Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible by the Apostle Paul) to be contentious . . . .  That is, if any be contentious and thinks himself right in being so, after all the evidence we the Apostles have demonstrated.  We (meaning the Apostles) have no such custom-- (as that of women praying uncovered).  " . . . neither the churches of God."  The Apostle Paul usage of True "Churches" plural, not, as the papacy, the Roman Catholic "church" uses it, referring to theirs as "the Church".   "Neither . . . Meaning, not even, i.e.:  nor yet, do the Churches of God."
" . . . that ye remember me in all things," be a follower, imitator of me, as I imitate and follow the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and keep His Commands, His Ordinances, i.e.:  Traditions. In your general practice, though in the particular instances which follow you do fail. 

" . . . and keep the ordinances, . . ."  Ordinances in the Greek, means "traditions," that is, Apostolic directions, Commands given by word of mouth and/or in writing, 1 Corinthians 11:23; 1 Corinthians 15:3; 2 Thessalonians 2:15; Jude 1:3.   Traditions, that which is delivered, the substance of the teaching; properly, give over (to hand over) from close-beside, referring to tradition of True Worship which is to be passed on from one generation to the next.


1 Corinthians 11:23
23 For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, that the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread:

Not merely, ordinances, i.e. traditions, "I delivered unto you," but those that, "I received of the Lord"; here the Apostle Paul states, "I delivered to you." Papist, the false teachings of the Roman Catholic "church," argue hence for oral traditions.  Of course, the difficulty is to know what is a genuine Apostolic Ordinance, tradition intended for all ages.  Any that can be proved to be such ought to be observed, AND ONLY if they align with the rest of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, AND any that cannot be proved, ought to be outright rejected, Revelation 22:18-19.  Those preserved in the written Word alone can be proved to be such Truth.
The Corinthian women, on the ground of the abolition of distinction of sexes in the Lord Jesus Christ, claimed equality with the male sex within the Church.  Then, the women went about overstepping the bounds of propriety, and they came forward to pray and to Prophesy without the customary head-covering of females. The Gospel, doubtless, did raise women from the degradation in which they had been sunk throughout history.  Yet, while on a level with males as to the offer of, and standing in God's Grace, Galatians 3:28, their subjection under the male was then Commanded by the Apostle Paul in point of order, modesty, and seemliness, which is to be maintained by Ordinance, i.e.:  tradition, and Command, 1 Corinthians 14:34.  Thus, the Apostle Paul does reprove the Corinthian Church for it, and Commanding that this was to be observed in all the Churches, 1 Timothy 2:11-12; 1 Corinthians 11:3; Ephesians 5:22; Titus 2:5; 1 Peter 3:1; Ephesians 5:21-24; Genesis 3:16,1 Peter 3:5-6, and does also agree with the words of the Apostle Peter.

It is NOT permitted unto women to speak, that is, in public Assemblies, in the Churches of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The women were thus Commanded NOT to speak with tongues, nor Prophesy, nor Preach, nor teach the Word before the Assembly, and even more specifically NOT to teach a man at any time as a formal instructor, before an organized group, i.e.:  a Bible study, 1 Timothy 2:11-13.  If a woman was to Prophesy, this is in this sense as it were to Teach, which does not so well befit her state of subjection.  Furthermore, a Teacher of others has in that respect a superiority of knowledge over them, which is not allowed the woman over the man, for it changes Headship, 1 Corinthians 11:3, 1 Peter 3:5-6, for if the woman is over man by her teaching, than the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is denied as being Head over every man.  This is subtil, yet EXACTLY of satan, who is more subtil than any, Genesis 3:1; 2 Corinthians 11:3, who opposes God's Word.  Nor must a women therefore be allowed to teach in a congregation: I suffer them (women) NOT TO teach, 1 Timothy 2:11-13; 2 Timothy 4:1-4; Revelation 2:18-29.  
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As there are women who want to be a Prophetess which they are NOT Called to be, but take to themselves that title and name, as did Queen Jezebel who taught the children of Israel to worship Baal, i.e.:  satan, 1 Kings 16:29-31; 1 Kings 18:


Revelation 2:20
20 Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.


Praying, and singing Biblically inspired hymns, is not teaching.  All speaking by women, though, is not prohibited, as they might speak their experiences to the Church, or give an account of the work of God upon their souls.  The woman would be allowed to speak, and sing to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, even as men.  The woman could speak as an evidence in any case brought before the Church meeting, but not in such sort, as carried in the Churchs' direction, instruction, government, and authority.  It was NOT allowed by Command of the Apostle, and by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth through the Apostle, that women should speak in any authoritative manner in the Church.  The Apostle Paul further then explains to the Corinthian Church that the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth neither came out from them, nor did it come to them only, but to ALL the Churches which are to observe the same Commands and Ordinances, i.e.:  traditions, 1 Corinthians 14:33-36.  The Apostle Paul furthermore reproves here the women's unseemliness as to dress, as to the modesty in public which becomes them, 1 Corinthians 11:3-12.  The Apostle Paul further states, then grounds his reproof here, on the subjection of woman to man in the order of God's creation. The reason why women are not to speak in the Churches, nor to Preach and Teach publicly, or be concerned in the Ministerial function, is because this is an act of Power and Authority, of the rule and Government, and so contrary to that subjection which God in His Law requires of women unto men. The extraordinary instances of Deborah, Huldah, and Anna, must not be drawn into a rule or used as an example in such cases.  God never Commanded any of these women to act, but men encouraged them.  This is another Sermon altogether.


Genesis 1:26-27
26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.
Note:  "And God said, Let us . . ." The words spoken are after the manner of Kings, using the plural number as expressive of honor and majesty, since such a way of speaking did not obtain very early, not even till the close of the Old Testament.  Here, however, they are spoken by God the Father to God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost, Who were each of them concerned in the creation of all things, and particularly of man.  God then takes counsel with His Wisdom, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 1 Corinthians 1:24; 1 Corinthians 1:30-31, and virtue purposing to make an excellent work of man above all the rest of His creation.  Thus, man was created after the image, likeness of God in righteousness and true holiness.  God's image upon man consists in these three things, in man's nature and constitution, and NOT those of man's body (for God the Father is a Spirit and hath not a body,) finally those of man's spirit.  Yes, indeed, an honor did God put upon the physical body of man, that the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among man, John 1:13-15, the very Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was clothed with a body like ours, and will shortly clothe our body with a glory like that of the Lord Jesus Christ's glory.  God's image, likeness upon man consists in man's knowledge, righteousness, and true holiness.  Man was made upright, meaning:  Just, righteous, straight, most uprightly, that which is right, pleasing in the eyes of, agreeable to, God, Ecclesiastes 7:29; Ephesians 4:24; Colossians 3:10-11.

". . . and let them . . ."  The use of the plural number intimates that this authority was not given to Adam only, but to all his posterity as well as to Adam.

27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.


"And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: . . ."  That is, that man may be like God, or may represent the image of God.  The IMAGE, the LIKENESS of God, who is a Spirit, is a Spiritual likeness and NOT a physical likeness, Colossians 3:1-11; Ephesians 4:23-24.  As God made man in God's image, this was to be a likeness of God in which man was to consist in righteousness and true holiness before God.  Therefore, the chief seat of the Divine Image of God was in man's mind and heart, where it was eminent.  The image of God was only shadowed forth in man till he should arrive at his perfection in Heaven with God.

Why does it appear that the Apostle Paul seems to deny the woman to be the image of God? The solution is short:  the Apostle Paul alludes only to the domestic relation, and to the place of Authority within the Church.  Both the Apostles Paul and Peter, therefore, restricts the image of God to Government/Authority, in which the man has superiority over the woman by Command of God, 1 Timothy 2:11-12; 1 Corinthians 11:3; Ephesians 5:22; Titus 2:5; 1 Peter 3:1; Ephesians 5:21-24; Genesis 3:16,1 Peter 3:5-6. 
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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