1 Corinthians 15:50-53
49 And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.

Note:  Image of the earthly, as a living soul, when Adam sinned, lost the Image of God, which is a spiritual image, not a physical image.  As man was made in God's Image, which was spiritual.  Originally, man was made a living soul, corruptible, alive like an animal, with a human nature, with the Image of God, God's Spirit placed into man until man corrupted himself, and God's Image was removed:  www.alemattec.com/27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment . . . .doc.

50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.

51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,
52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.


Note:  Job 19:23-27.  This clearly shows the necessity between the body that is now earthly, animal, of a man, and that which shall be of the gloried Saints, which the Apostle Paul so clearly proved and here explained, in verse 49 above.  As the body which is now, earthly, is not capable of possessing the Heavenly Glory.  If a man's body was introduced into Heaven, in the same condition it is now, it would break in pieces, and crumble into dust, and be consumed by the Brightness of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 1 Timothy 6:16:

2 Thessalonians 2:7-10

7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. 
8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:
9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,

10And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.

Note:  A natural man's body would not be able to bear the Brightness of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth's Glory, again 1 Timothy 6:16, nor the Glory of that state and place, i.e.:  Heaven.  However, by flesh and blood is meant, not human nature consisting of flesh and blood, for that can and does inherit the Kingdom of God. As is witnessed in the human nature, and the body of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as he went into Heaven, he departed in His Human body:



Acts 1:9-11

9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.

10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel;

11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.
Note:  Also, the bodies of the Saints that rose after the Lord Jesus Christ's resurrection, as well as those of Enoch and Elijah, who were translated body and soul to Heaven without death, so that this passage makes nothing for those that deny the resurrection of the same body, and plead for a new and and Heavenly one.  This is speaking of the human nature, or body, so and so qualified which is here meant, either as corrupted with sin, for without Holiness and the Lord Jesus Christ's Righteousness no man shall see the Lord, Hebrews 12:14; Titus 3:4-7; Romans 3:20-27, nor enter into and possess a man's inheritance in the Kingdom of God, Heaven.  Flesh and blood, or a human body, as it is now supported in this animal life, with meat and drink, etc . . . and as it is frail and mortal, and subject to death, does not enter into the Kingdom of God, Heaven, www.alemattec.com/27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment . . . .doc, in which sense the phrase is used in Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible:



Matthew 16:17
17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.

Note:  The meaning is, that the Saints in their frail mortal bodies, such as they now are, are not capable of enjoying the Heavenly Glory, which is called "the Kingdom of God," because of its riches, glory, grandeur, and magnificence.  The Kingdom "of God," because it is of God's preparing and giving, and what God calls His people to, and makes them meet for, and in which they will reign with Him for evermore.  Heirs of Heaven, the King of God, they may be, and are now whilst in this frail and mortal state.  Then, when the Saints inherit, possess, and enjoy it, they cannot, as not without holiness of Spirit, so not without immortality of body.  Therefore, it is necessary that the body should rise different in qualities from, though the same in substance with, the present body.  That a Saint's body should rise incorruptible, glorious, powerful, and Spiritual, that it may be fitted for, and be able to bear the exceeding weight of Glory in the Kingdom of God, Heaven.

Neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.  By corruption is not so much meant sin, nor the corruption of nature, or man as corrupted by sin, though it is true of such an one, that he does not, and cannot inherit incorruption, which is the incorruptible crown, the crown of glory that fadeth not away, 1 Peter 5:4, the incorruptible inheritance, reserved in Heaven and held by the very Power/Authority of God Himself, Ephesians 1:4-14; 1 Peter 1:4-5, those riches which moth and rust corrupt not.  Here, is meant the body, as it is generated in corruption, is supported by corruptible things, and is subject to corruption and worms.  In a human's body which such a situation it is unfit for, and incapable of inheriting eternal Glory.  The human, animal, corruptible body must be different from what it is now.  It must put on immortality, and be clothed with incorruption.  The word inherit in both clauses shows, that the Heavenly Glory is an inheritance, and belongs to children of God, the Heirs of Salvation only.  This incorruptible bodies is their Heavenly Father's bequest unto them, and is not bought or acquired by anything of theirs, and is what they enter into and upon, in virtue and consequence of the death of the testator, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.



John 20:17
17Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.
 

Note:  " . . . Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended . . ."  This passage is one of well-known difficulty.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth's longing is to be with God His Father, and the Glory He had with God the Father before the foundation of the world, John 17:5, and the Lord Jesus Christ here anticipates it in His thoughts, and so speaks of it as a thing already present, John 5:21, " . . . even God, who quickeneth (Quicken:  To make alive that which was dead.) the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were.", Romans 4:16-18.  Not that the Lord Jesus Christ's body was here a Spirit, a ghostly one, i.e.:  a mere "phantom," which could not be touched.  This prohibition "not to touch" shows the contrary.  The Lord Jesus Christ's body was afterwards presented to the Apostle Thomas, to be touched by Thomas, then to be handled by all the Apostles and Disciples, including Mary Magdalene, Matthew 28:9.  The Lord Jesus Christ's feet were held by the women, which is what Mary would have now done, upon the discovery of her Lord, Savior, and God the Lord Jesus Christ, as she would have thrown herself at His feet, to embrace and kiss them, to testify of her love, her affection and joy, to again see the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alive, when she is thus forbidden.  Not as unworthy of the favor, because she sought the Lord Jesus Christ among the dead, for which the Angels reproved her and the rest, not that the Lord Jesus Christ's body had been raised immortal and glorious, but rather, because the Lord Jesus Christ had an urgent errand to send her onto the Apostles and Disciples, which required haste.  Neither did she need to stay now to show her love and respect to Him, since she would have opportunity enough to do that, before his ascension.  Maybe, as Mary Magdalene had arrived first, which might appear to some as infelicitous (Infelicitous:  Not appropriate or well-timed.) to have Mary Magdalene, or any woman, alone with Him, therefore the Lord didn't want her to stay with Him.  Some, thinking from these words that it was to be quickly, that is for the Lord Jesus Christ's ascension into Heaven, yet from Holy Scripture we find it was not directly and immediately, because this seems to be the sense of our the Lord's reason:  " . . .for I am not yet ascended to my Father: . . ." nor shall the Lord Jesus Christ immediately go to God His Father.  As the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth shall make some stay upon earth, as he did, forty days before His ascension.  Thus, Mary Magdalene would see Him again, and familiarly converse with her Lord and Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, but at present He would have her stay no longer with Him.

I must first ascend to my Father before I can bestow those things upon you which I have promised, i.e.:  send the Comforter, i.e.:  the Holy Spirit, John 14:26; John 15:26-27; John 16:7-15.  Do not therefore touch me nor detain me from completing my mission, nor have any expectation of that kind, (but wait for my ascension rather when I depart the earth for Heaven, to sit at the Right Hand of God My Father in 40 days).  Go therefore, and tell the same things to My Brethren for their encouragement.

" . . . but go to my brethren, . . ."  This the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth says, to show that their carriage, i.e. their deportment (Deportment:  The way that a person behaves, stands, and moves) toward the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, being denied by the Apostle Peter, and forsaken by them all, and the Glory He was raised unto, having triumphed over the grave, Hell, death, as all this made no alteration in their relation to the Lord Jesus Christ, neither in His love and affection toward them.  Mary Magdalene was the proper person to be sent unto them, since she had lately been with them, and knew where they were all assembled together.

" . . . and say unto them, . . ." as from Himself, telling Mary Magdalene to represent Him as it were, to the Brethren:  " . . . I ascend unto my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God".  God His Father, not by creation, as He is to Angels, nor the souls of men, and therefore is called the Father of Spirits, Hebrews 12:5-10, nor by adoption, as God the Father, by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has so done to the Saints, Ephesians 1:4-6, nor with respect to the incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, for, as man, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth had no earthly Father.  With regard to His office as Mediator, for as such He was a servant, literally a slave, Philippians 2:5-11, to God His Father, and not just a Son.  Instead, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was the Son of God the Father by His nature.  With regard to His Divine Person, being begotten of God the Father, and so God's Own proper Son, and the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth's Own Proper Father, which holds forth the natural and Eternal Sonship of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and thus giving the Lord Jesus Christ equality with God His Father, and yet distinction from God the Father.  God was then also the Father of His Disciples by adopting Grace, in virtue of the Covenant of Grace made with and through the Lord Jesus Christ, and through their spiritual relation to Him, as the natural and Eternal Son of God.  God the Father is the God of the Lord Jesus Christ as man, Who prepared, formed, anointed, supported, and glorified the Lord Jesus Christ's human nature, Psalm 2:7; Hebrews 10:4-6, and in which nature, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth prayed to His Father as His God, believed in Him, loved and obeyed Him as such.  God the Father was the God of the Lord Jesus Christ's Disciples, in and by the Covenant of Grace made with the Lord Jesus Christ, as their Head and representative.  So then, their interest in God, as their Covenant God and Father, was founded upon God the Father being the God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, and their relation to, and concern with Him, Romans 1:7; Romans 15:6; 1 Corinthians 1:3; 1 Corinthians 8:6; 2 Corinthians 1:2; 2 Corinthians 1:3; 2 Corinthians 11:31; Galatians 1:1-5; Ephesians 1:2-3; Ephesians 1:17; Ephesians 5:20; Ephesians 6:23; Philippians 1:2; Philippians 2:11; Colossians 1:2-3; Colossians 1:3; Colossians 2:2; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-3; 1 Thessalonians 3:11; 2 Thessalonians 1:1-2; 2 Thessalonians 2:16; 1 Timothy 1:2; 2 Timothy 1:2; Titus 1:4, Philemon 1:3; 1 Peter 1:2-3; 2 John 1:3; 2 John 1:9; Jude 1:1, and which therefore must be firm and lasting, and will hold as long as God is the God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, which is forever.  This was good news to be brought to the Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, which, as it carried the strongest marks of God's love and affection, and expressions of nearness of relation.  This also by eye witness accounts that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was now risen from the dead, so it signified, that He should also then ascend to God the Father, Who stood in the same relation to them, as to their Lord and Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Thus, the Lord Jesus Christ should use all His interest and influence on their behalf, whilst they were yet here on earth.  Ehen the proper time was come for their death, that they would then go to be with the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, to be with Him, and with His God and Father and theirs, where they would be to all eternity.

Cometh Mary Magdalene. Mary Magdalene was not alone. Mary, the mother of James and Joses, and Salome were with Mary Magdalene. Their object was to place spices about the body of the Lord Jesus Christ. She runneth, i.e.:  Mary Magdalene. Mary Magdalene cometh to the Apostle's Peter and John to tell them that the tomb is empty!  Mary Magdalene, the first to see the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Risen from the dead . . . with a direct Command, Touch me not. As the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth knew all things, knowing that Mary Magdalene was about to fall at His feet to Worship Him . . .  Mary Magdalene is Commanded to give an urgent message, she is told to discharge a higher duty, which was to go to tell the Brethren the glad story, I AM Risen!


Let's see what happened:


Mark 16:9
9 Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils.

Perhaps when the women came, Mary Magdalene arrived first and that’s why only John mentions her. That’s hardly a contradiction. In terms of whether there were, or was, one Angel as described by the Apostles Matthew and Mark) or two Angels as described by the Apostle John and an associate of the Apostle Paul's, Dr. Luke at Jesus’ tomb, maybe think of this . . . have you ever noticed that whenever you have "two of anything," you also "have one?"  If I saw two cars driving down the street, and one of the two cars really caught my attention, as it was a red SS396, and the other but a Pinto, https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pz_Q2VTF0kAa6SJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIycmttOWU1BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANlMmEyMWE5ZGE2NDAwOWUzNjM2NDVkMDIwNTI3MGU3NQRncG9zAzEEaXQDYmluZw--?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3F_adv_prop%3Dimage%26va%3Dred%2Bpinto%26fr%3Dyfp-t-901%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D1&w=576&h=359&imgurl=www.gchudleigh.com%2Fcars%2FPinto1972c.jpg&rurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gchudleigh.com%2Fcars%2Fmycars.htm&size=39.0KB&name=Internet+photo%29&p=red+pinto&oid=e2a21a9da64009e363645d0205270e75&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-901&tt=Internet+photo%29&b=0&ni=128&no=1&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=119qv2dsr&sigb=137lj2g6j&sigi=116otcbkn&sigt=10fi55k5n&sign=10fi55k5n&.crumb=hPsxIJ4jmkP&fr=yfp-t-901.  I might just say, when telling someone of the day, "Oh, and I saw a "Red SS396!".  Not that I DIDN'T see the Pinto.  However, someone else might have told about seeing the two cars, and making note specifically of the Red SS396, https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8ppAQ2VT7nAAmjCJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzM24ybWEzBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANhZTVmNDZiMDMyMWQyNDgzNmQ3NGU1OWJjNDE3ZTQ2NARncG9zAzE3BGl0A2Jpbmc-?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3F_adv_prop%3Dimage%26va%3Dred%2Bss%2B396%26fr%3Dyfp-t-901%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D17&w=800&h=600&imgurl=images.gtcarlot.com%2Fgtgallery%2Fphoto.php%3Fid%3D274806&rurl=http%3A%2F%2Fgtcarlot.com%2Fgallery%2F274806.html&size=67.2KB&name=%3Cb%3ERed+%3C%2Fb%3E%2F+Parchment+1970+Chevrolet+Chevelle+%3Cb%3ESS+396+%3C%2Fb%3ECoupe+Photo+%233&p=red+ss+396&oid=ae5f46b0321d24836d74e59bc417e464&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-901&tt=%3Cb%3ERed+%3C%2Fb%3E%2F+Parchment+1970+Chevrolet+Chevelle+%3Cb%3ESS+396+%3C%2Fb%3ECoupe+Photo+%233&b=0&ni=21&no=17&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=1174urgl2&sigb=139lkci4u&sigi=11h9gthpi&sigt=12bct3k22&sign=12bct3k22&.crumb=hPsxIJ4jmkP&fr=yfp-t-901, then maybe someone else might make note of both of the cars.  It doesn't alter the facts, nor that the event occurred, but simply the information provided is reported differently by different people.

The Apostles Matthew and Mark didn’t say there was only one Angel, but mentioned only one Angel.  The Apostle John and the Disciple, Dr. Luke, provided more detail by saying there were two Angels, and in so doing provided more specifics of the scene.


The Apostle John describes it as “still dark,” John 20:1 , Doctor Luke says it was “very early in the morning,” Luke 24:1, and the Apostle Mark says it was “just after sunrise,” Mark 16:2. However, if the visit was as it began “to dawn,” as the Apostle Matthew described, Matthew 28:1, then they were each describing the same thing with different words.


Matthew 28:1-10
1 In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre.

2 And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it.
Note:  Matthew and Mark speak but of one Angel, but Luke and John speak of two.  Their number: Two, just two Angles are revealed, but here speaks of but one.  Two Angles, not a multitude of the Heavenly Host, to sing praise, to give full honor, Glory, and Worship to the Only Begotten Son of God, the victor over sin and death, but only two, to bear witness . . . for out of the mouth of two witnesses this Word would be established, Deuteronomy 19:15; Matthew 18:16; 2 Corinthians 13:1.

3 His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow:
4 And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men.
Note:  The other Gospel writers didn't even mention the Roman Guards.
5 And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified.
Note:  This is the Angel which was on the right side, which spoke, One of these two Angels spoke, or was the main speaker, and thus was noted here, see Mark 16:5-6, note below.

6 He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.

Note:  This Angel was not the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, for this Angel declared that "He is not here: for he is risen, . . ."

7 And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you.
8 And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy; and did run to bring his disciples word.
9 And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And they came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him.
10 Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me.
Mark 16:1-14

1 And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint him.
2 And very early in the morning the first day of the week, they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun.
3 And they said among themselves, Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre?

4 And when they looked, they saw that the stone was rolled away: for it was very great.
5 And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a long white garment; and they were affrighted.
6 And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he is risen; he is not here: behold the place where they laid him.

Note:  Not that there wasn't the other Angel on the left side, but this young man, however, this Angel was the one that spoke, or was the main speaker, and thus was noted here, and he was the one on the right side.

7 But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see him, as he said unto you.
8 And they went out quickly, and fled from the sepulchre; for they trembled and were amazed: neither said they any thing to any man; for they were afraid.
9 Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils.
10 And she went and told them that had been with him, as they mourned and wept.

Note:  So, did Mary Magdalene go and tell the others, along with the Apostles Peter and John who ran to the Tomb?  The rest of the women, being afraid, see verse 8 above?  However, Mary Magdalene did as the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth had Commanded her to do, and told the Apostles and Disciples.  The other women, who were afraid, said nothing, but maybe stood and shook their head in agreement to what Mary Magdalene said, and maybe said just a word or two?  So that it was Mary Magdalene who "gave the report"?  Isaiah 53:1; John 12:38; Romans 10:16, as few believe, but many that persist in unbelief.  At first the Apostles did NOT believe, but then acknowledge the report and believed.  Wherever faith is, there is also the Word of God, but not the opposite.  Namely, wherever the Word of God is, there may not necessarily be faith, for many refuse and reject the Word.   


11 And they, when they had heard that he was alive, and had been seen of her, believed not.
12 After that he appeared in another form unto two of them, as they walked, and went into the country.

13 And they went and told it unto the residue: neither believed they them.

14 Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they believed not them which had seen him after he was risen.
Luke 24:1-11
1 Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them.
2 And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre.
3 And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus.

4 And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them in shining garments:
Note:  Here, two Angels are mentioned, and the one on the right side was the main speaker according to the Gospel of Mark, see Mark 16:5-6 and note above, and Luke 12:12 and note below.

5 And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living among the dead?

6 He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee,

7 Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.

8 And they remembered his words,

9 And returned from the sepulchre, and told all these things unto the eleven, and to all the rest.
10 It was Mary Magdalene and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and other women that were with them, which told these things unto the apostles.

11 And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not.
John 20:1-18

1 The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre.
Note:  The other women were with her as well, but Mary Magdalene apparently arrives first.  Then she runneth, along but before, although with, the other women which are not here mentioned . . .

2 Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid him.
3 Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the sepulchre.

4 So they ran both together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre.

Note:  The Apostle John, first to arrive, stoops down and looks into the Tomb, but does not at first go in.  The Apostle Peter then arrives, and goes in first.  Finally, the Apostle John goes in also.

5 And he stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in.

6 Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes lie,
7 And the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself.
8 Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed.
Note:  The Apostle John believed.  We can thus surmise, that the Apostle Peter must not have believed.
9 For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead.

Note:  Meaning not some particular passage of Scripture, as they knew not specific writings of the Old Testament in general, and the various places in it, which spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, either in a way of type, or Prophecy, although the Lord Jesus Christ had often referred to some of them, and here in particular Matthew 12:40.
10 Then the disciples went away again unto their own home.

11 But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre,
12 And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain.

Note:  Of the two Angels who spoke, one Angel was the main speaker, and thus was noted by the Apostle Mark, as the "one on the right side," Mark 16:5-6 and note.

13 And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him.
14 And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus.

15 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away.
16 Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master.
17 Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.
18 Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken these things unto her.

At the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth's resurrection there was much excitement in Jerusalem, and in the ensuing chaos many people, including the Disciples, were going many different directions. Groups were separated, and several different groups paid visits to the tomb at different times, and possibly more than once. Second, the writers of the Gospels did not attempt an exhaustive narrative of the account of the Lord Jesus Christ's resurrection.  If indeed the Apostles Matthew, Mark, John, and Dr. Luke, a companion of the Apostle Paul, had no intention of telling us every detail of the resurrection, nor every event in the order that it happened.

In the battle with skeptics regarding the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth's resurrection, we Christians are in a position of defending, Called to Contend for the Faith once given to the Saints, Jude 1:3, www.alemattec.com/CONTENDING FOR FAITH lies within the NKJV 'bible'.doc. If the resurrection accounts harmonize perfectly, skeptics would then claim that the writers of the Gospels conspired together. If the resurrection accounts have some differences, skeptics then claim that the Gospels contradict each other and therefore cannot be trusted. Of course, this is a lie straight from the pit, from Hell, from satan, that old serpent, the devil.  It is my contention that the resurrection accounts can be harmonized and do not contradict each other.
The information provided in the Gospel accounts, the resurrection accounts of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, may not be perfectly harmonized.  However, that does not make them untrustworthy.  Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, was not written by the Holy Ghost over millennium, and then get to the key point of the whole of history, and the "flub" the point.  The point is the Cross of Calvary, and what the Apostle Paul would know alone, 1 Corinthians 1:23; 1 Corinthians 2:2; Galatians 2:20; Galatians 6:14.  It is absurd to even think so, that the Holy Spirit "flubbed" the whole point of history.  By any reasonable evaluation, the resurrection accounts of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, from the four Gospels, are superbly consistent eyewitness testimonies.  The central Truth - that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was resurrected from the dead is clear.  That the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, after His resurrection, then appeared to over five hundred (500) people - are clearly taught in each of the four Gospels. The apparent inconsistencies are from the eye witness accounts, which are not always perfectly harmonized.  Therefore, with four different accounts, putting the pieces together, which is always what a Christian is supposed to do, as Holy Scripture is NOT a novel, and is not read as a novel, but to be read line by line, word by word, precept (Law) by precept (Law,) here a little, and there a little, as one would teach a child, Isaiah 28:9-11.  So, how many Angels did the Disciples see in the tomb, one or two?  While one person only saw one Angel, and yet another saw two Angels does not mean that each account is false. While each Gospel has a slightly different sequence to the appearances, none of them ever claims alone to be giving the precise chronological order, nor a step-by-step complete account, but an overall eyewitness summary.  So, while the resurrection accounts may seem to critics, and to Christians who do heed the Command to study the Holy Scriptures as inconsistent, neither can we by the accounts given prove that the accounts are contradictory.


Here then, are the sequence of events of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth resurrection history, and His post-resurrection appearances before the Disciples, in chronological order, Matthew 28:1-7; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-10; John 20:1-20:

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is buried, as women watch:  Matthew 27:57-61; Mark 15:42-47; Luke 23:50-56; John 19:38-42, www.alemattec.com/The Women at the Cross, Jesus' Brethren, and False worship of Mary by the Roman Catholic 'church,' false Doctrine taught by the Roman Catholic 'church' . . . .doc

The tomb of Joseph of Arimathaea, an honourable counsellor, a rich man, a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, gives what is to be the tomb of the Lord Jesus Christ, where the Lord Jesus Christ after His death on the Cross of Calvary is then buried.  Which from this grave, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth descended into Hell, www.alemattec.com/Death, Hell . . . .doc, which is sealed and Roman Guards are set:  Matthew 27:62-66.

More than three women, which included Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, prepare spices to go to the tomb:  Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:1; Luke 24:1,10.

An Angel descends from Heaven, rolls the stone away, and sits on it. There is an earthquake, and the guards pass out from fear, Matthew 28:2-4.

The women arrive at the tomb and find it empty. Mary Magdalene leaves the other women behind as she runs to tell the Disciples, specifically the Apostles, including the Apostle Peter specifically, and the Apostle John, John 20:1-2.

The women still at the tomb now see two Angels who tell them that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has Risen, and the Angels instruct them to tell the Disciples to go to Galilee, but they were afraid at first and told no one, Matthew 28:5-7; Mark 16:2-8; Luke 24:1-10.

The women leave to bring the news to the Disciples and to the Apostles, Matthew 28:8, Luke 24:1-10.

The guards, having recovered from their freight, having fainted, immediately go report the empty tomb to the authorities the Scribes and Pharisees, who bribe the guards to say the body was stolen, Matthew 28:11-15.
Note:  Roman Soldiers, Roman Guards, caught sleeping were immediately put to death.  Therefore, it was easy to bribe the Roman Soldiers, as the Jews told them that even though they were sleeping, that they (the Jews) would "secure you," protect you, make you free from anxiety, free from care, not anxious -- without care(-fulness), secure.

Mary Magdalene, along with Mary the mother of James, and Salome, and the other women, on their way to find the Apostles and Disciples, see the Risen Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and fall at His feet and Worship Him, Matthew 28:1-10. 

The women relate what they have seen and heard to the Apostles, now the 11 Apostles, and to the rest, the Disciples, Luke 24:9-11.

The Apostle Peter, mentioned in Luke's account, and the Apostles Peter and John run to the tomb, mentioned in the Apostle John's account, see that it is empty, and find the grave clothes, Luke 24:12; John 20:1-10.

Mary Magdalene returns to the tomb. She sees the angels, and then she sees the Risen Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, John 20:11-18.

Later the same day, the Risen Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth appears to the Apostle Peter, Luke 24:34; 1 Corinthians 15:5.

Still on the same day, the Risen Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth appears to Cleopas and another Disciple on the Road to Emmaus, Luke 24:13-32.

That evening, the two Disciples then report the event on the Road to Emmaus, and at supper to the Eleven Apostles in Jerusalem, Luke 24:32-35.

The Risen Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth then appears to ten Apostles— the Apostle Thomas is missing, Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-25.

Then, the Risen Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth appears to all Eleven Apostles— now including the Apostle Thomas, John 20:26-31.

The Risen Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth appears to some of the Apostles, and or also some Disciples, seven people altogether, by the Sea of Galilee, John 21:1-25.

The Risen Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth appears to more than 500 disciples, 1 Corinthians 15:3-6.

The Risen Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth appears to His half-brother James, then of all the Apostles, 1 Corinthians 15:7.

The Risen Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Commissions His Apostles and Disciples, but some doubted, Matthew 28:16-20.

Note:  Not that they now doubted that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was Risen from the dead, since He had appeared several times to them before this, and He had given them all the proofs of the Truth of His resurrection they could desire.  The sense is that they, who worshiped Him now in Galilee, had doubted before in Jerusalem.  Not only did the Apostle Thomas doubt, but all of them.  They all had at first looked upon the words of the women as idle tales, Luke 24:11.  Nor did the rest believe the two Disciples, with whom the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth had traveled with on the Road to Emmaus, Luke 24:13-16.  Wherefore the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth had upbraided them for their unbelief, Mark 16:14; Luke 24:24-27, or else the sense is, that some of them, though they believed that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was truly Risen from the dead, of which they had had the strongest assurance, yet they doubted here whether or not they then saw Him now on the mountain, or whether it was a Spirit, i.e.:  a mere phantom, a ghost.  Thus, in the next verse, He "came" nearer to them, when they knew Him.  Else this may be understood of some of the seventy Disciples, or of the five hundred Disciples, all of the Brethren, who saw him at this time, and at first had some doubts of His resurrection, but were now afterwards fully satisfied.

The Risen Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Commands and teaches His Apostles and Disciples the Holy Scriptures, and His Promise to send the Holy Spirit, Luke 24:44-49; Acts 1:4-5.

The Risen Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth ascends into Heaven in bodily form, as a man, not as a Spirit, Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:6-11. 

Eyewitness testimony is usually a verbal or written account given by an individual who has experienced an event.  Eyewitness testimony relies heavily on the capability of the individual’s to accurately recount the event.  In a trial, the jury is most often persuaded due to the statement(s) of the witnesses.  Also, in cases where little material evidence can be collected, eyewitnesses are the focus for reaching a verdict.  It has been argued that because testimonies are largely based on fallible memory, which can be influenced by a variety of factors, it should not be depended upon.  However, if more than one witness to an event describes key pieces of information witnessed, then the information can be relied on.  Therefore, the Word of God declares that something can be established as true which proceedeth out of the mouth of two or three witnesses, Deuteronomy 17:6; Deuteronomy 19:15.

Many people believe that memory works something like a videotape.  Storing information is like recording and remembering is much like playing back what was recorded.  With information being retrieved in much the same form as it was originally encoded.  However, we all know that memory does not work in this way.  It is a feature of human memory that we do not store information exactly as it was originally presented to us.  Rather, people extract from information the gist, or underlying meaning, based on not on the actual event, but their own personal experiences prior to the event. 
In other words, people store information in the way that makes the most sense to them, period.  We make sense of information by trying to fit it into schemas, which are a way of organizing information for a person's memory.

Schemas are mental 'units' of knowledge that correspond to frequently encountered people, objects, events, or situations.  They allow us to make sense of what we encounter in order that we can predict what is going to happen, and what we should then do in any given situation.  These schemas may, in part, be determined by social values, personal experience, and therefore prejudice.

Rarely do we tell a story or recount events without a purpose. Every act of telling and retelling is tailored to a particular listener.  We would not expect someone to listen to every detail of our morning commute, or even of an accident, so we edit out extraneous material to highlight the important parts, or the parts that we deem important not only to us, but to the listener.
Note:  The LORD, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Christ, the Messiah, is His "Official Title".  The Son of God, is His "Personal Title" due to the Lord Jesus Christ's relationship with God His Father.

At first they Apostles and Disciples were servants, literally in the Greek, bondslaves; then Disciples, learners; a little before the Lord Jesus Christ's death, they were His friends.  Now, after the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth's resurrection, they were "my Brethren".  Next to the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth's title as Son, Son of God, our title as "sons of God by adoption" is as high in honor as any in creation. 

Matthew 28:10
10 Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me.


Hebrews 2:11
11 For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren,

Hebrews 2:17
17 Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.


Hosea 6:3
3 Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth.

www.alemattec.com/Tongues and the 'latter rain,' NOT 'later, later rain' . . . .doc


-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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