Acts 2:32-39

32This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. 

33Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. 

34For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 

35Until I make thy foes thy footstool. 

36Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made the same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. 

37Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 

38Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

39For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the LORD our God shall call.


. . . Even as many as the LORD our God shall call.

The promise is to all, all of the Elect of God, not only the Jews but to those who were not near by and far from God never having received the Oracles of God (the Law) as had the Jews -- i.e.:  the Gentiles and those who had never been born.

Verse 39 of Acts 2 the Apostle Peter declares the Promise to belong to them and to their children-to the house of Israel as such-to them and to their children after them. No, the Promise is not given to every single individual, for Salvation is not given to all, but to God's Elect alone.  This Salvation went beyond the limits of God's ancient people, the Jews. The Promise was also to those that were afar off; for it was fulfilled, in connection with faith in Christ, to all who through God's Grace should be Called and who come into the new house (Christ Jesus' Church) - all whom the Lord, the God of Israel, should Call. The Call of God characterized the blessing. Israel, with her children, was owned, but a remnant Called out from among them. The Gentiles, being likewise Called and grafted into God's family, shared the blessing.

The Lord Jesus Christ is the first (firstfruit) and is Holy.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the root (Root of David, not just one who came OUT of David's Household, but the one that PRODUCED King David in the first place -- the root).

1 Corinthians 15:19-24

19If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. 

20But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 

21For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 

22For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 

23But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. 

24Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.

(Verse 24 of 1 Corinthians 15 above is the end of the whole story, not at the end of Revelation which closes the Book or Revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Apostle Paul says, then cometh the end . . . End of what?  The end of the whole story for man kind.  So what happens then when the end comes?

1 Corinthians 15:24-28

24Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. 

25For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. 

26The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. 

27For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all things under him. 

28And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all.

The Lord Jesus Christ was given all authority (power) in heaven and in earth.  The Father so trusted the Son's obedience, even obedient all the way to and beyond the Cross, that He gave the Son all power.  The Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, did not come to do His own Will, but the Father's Will.  End the end . . . when all things, including the last enemy -- death, is put under the Son's feet, then the Son also turns all power (authority) back to the Father, that the Father (God) may be all in all!

Six hundred years before the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ, we had a Prophecy given to Daniel:

Daniel 7:13-14

13I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. 

14And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.

Matthew 28:17-20

17And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted. 

18And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 
19Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 

20Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

John 15:3-5

3Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 

4Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 

5I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.

Revelation 5:1-6

1And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the backside, sealed with seven seals. 

2And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof? 

3And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon. 

4And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon. 

5And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. 

6And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.

Revelation 22:15-16

15For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie. 

16I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star. 

 

The Lord Jesus Christ is the firstfruit and the root . . .  We are the lump and the branches who are Called by God unto the Only begotten Son and who Worship Him alone as our Savior.
Romans 11:16-25

16For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the branches.


17And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert grafted in among them, and with them partakest of the root and fatness of the olive tree; 

18Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root thee. 

19Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I might be grafted in. 

20Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear: 

21For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee. 

22Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off. 

23 And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be grafted in: for God is able to graft them in again. 

24For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and wert grafted contrary to nature into a good olive tree: how much more shall these, which be the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree? 

25For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.

We have a Word of Promise, but that Promise is NOT to all in each family.  There are those in the same family, one is Called, the other not; all according to the Will of God.  Nobody can stay His hand . . .  In Romans 9, we see two brothers (twins) while yet in the womb, God had already made a Choice, in that God Called one who was given the Promise of Abraham and not the other . . .

Genesis 25:20-26

20And Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah to wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of Padanaram, the sister to Laban the Syrian.

21And Isaac intreated the LORD for his wife, because she was barren: and the LORD was intreated of him, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 

22And the children struggled together within her; and she said, If it be so, why am I thus? And she went to enquire of the LORD. 

23And the LORD said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger than the other people; and the elder shall serve the younger. 

24And when her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her womb. 

25And the first came out red, all over like an hairy garment; and they called his name Esau. 

26And after that came his brother out, and his hand took hold on Esau's heel; and his name was called Jacob: and Isaac was threescore years old when she bare them.

Rebecca also would have only one son (of the Promise,) conceived by one . . . even though she had twins.

Romans 9:9-16

9For this is the word of promise, At this time will I come, and Sarah shall have a son. 

10And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one, even by our father Isaac; 

11(For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) 

12It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. 

13As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. 

14What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 

15For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 

16So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy.

Isaac, who was the son of the Promise of one mother Rebecca, and were born at the same time, and not at different times as Ishmael and Isaac were: and yet nonetheless, as Esau was cast off, only Jacob was Chosen: and that before their birth, that neither any goodness of Jacob's might be thought to be the cause of his Election, neither any wickedness of Esau to be the cause of his casting away.

The Apostle Paul was aware, that the Jews would be ready to say, that the instance of Ishmael and Isaac was not a pertinent one; since Ishmael was not born of Sarah, the Lawful wife of Abraham.  However, as Holy Scripture shows us Ishmael was born of a bondwoman (a slave), which was the reason for his rejection, when Isaac was the son of Promise, by the Lawful wife, and that they were children of Abraham in the line of Isaac, and so children of the Promise given to Abraham, as he was: therefore to counter their argument the Apostle Paul then proceeds to show them God’s perfect plan by mentioning Jacob and Esau, which was not liable to any such exception; seeing they not only had the same father, but the same mother, Isaac's Lawful wife Rebecca; that they were conceived by Rebecca at once as they were twins, were in the same womb together as twin brothers, and if any had the preference and advantage, Esau had it, being born first; and yet a difference was made between these two by God Himself, and which was notified by Him to the mother of them, before either were born.

Paul (<:)
Jesus first!

