Matthew 22:20-33
23 The same day came to him the Sadducees, which say that there is no resurrection, and asked him,
Note:  Like Dr. John MacArthur jokes, they were Sadducees were -- Sad (you) see -- having no hope of Eternal Life . . .

24 Saying, Master, Moses said, If a man die, having no children, his brother shall marry his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother.

25 Now there were with us seven brethren: and the first, when he had married a wife, deceased, and, having no issue, left his wife unto his brother:

26 Likewise the second also, and the third, unto the seventh.

27 And last of all the woman died also.

28 Therefore in the resurrection whose wife shall she be of the seven? for they all had her.
29 Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God.
30 For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven.
Note:  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth does NOT say that they will be without bodies, for then they would not be men any more.  " . . . but they will be as angels of God in heaven".  In that they will neither marry nor be married.  As God has, and yet will have, exactly the number of Saints in Heaven as He has determined, therefore not one additional shall be added beyond the Elect of God.  As the Saints of God when dead are equal unto the Angels, who are called “a fellowservant, i.e.:  fellow slave,” and are called “ye, i.e.:  you or your Brethren,” Revelation 19:10.  Neither can they die any more -- no more than the Angels can die which are immortal.  This, then, must not be extended to everything.  Not in everything will the Saints be like, or equal to, the Angels.  The Saints of God will not be without a body, incorporeal, as the Angels are.  The Saints bodies will be spiritual, and in some respects, like spirits, like the Angels.  Being perfect immortal bodies they will not stand in any need of any sustenance requiring neither eating nor drinking any more than do the Angels.  Neither will there be any such things as marriage, and procreation of children among them, any more than among Angels.  As the Saints of God "are the children of God, being the children of the resurrection".  Thus, they will then appear in Heaven before God as the children of God by adopting Grace.  Through their adoption, even the redemption of their bodies, and possessing, in both soul and body, the Heavenly inheritance given them as joint heirs with the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Romans 8:1-39.   

31 But as touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye not read that which was spoken unto you by God, saying,
32 I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.

Note:  "God is not the God of the dead, but of the living".  As all departed Saints who are alive forevermore in Heaven, for though their earthly bodies are dead, their souls are alive, and their bodies will be raised in consequence of their Covenant interest in God, to enjoy an immortal life with Him everlasting, 1 Corinthians 15:47-58; 1 Timothy 1:12-17; 1 Timothy 6:1-16; 2 Timothy 1:1-14.  As the righteous of God, made so not by their righteousness, but by the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Romans 3:19-31, so that even in their death, they are called living, immortal, having Everlasting life.  Notice, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth quotes, "I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob"?  
Notice, closely that God DOES NOT say, "I was the God of . . . ," but God declares, "I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob."  The present tense shows that God IS STILL, IS YET the God of all the departed Saints, and that the Saints of God are still in existence in Heaven.  As the LORD God declared that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are not dead, but yet living everlasting now immortal. Therefore, the soul does not die with the body.

Genesis 3:19
19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.
Note:  The body, which is made of dust, and is no other in its present state than dust refined and enlivened.  at death, it returns to its original earth; it becomes immediately a clod of earth, a lifeless lump of clay, and is then buried in the earth, where it rots, corrupts, and turns into it; which shows the frailty of man, and may serve to humble his pride, as well as proves that death is not an annihilation even of the body.  The soul, the spirit, shall return unto God who gave it.  The soul from whom it is, by whom it is created, by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Who puts it into the bodies of men, as a deposit urn they are entrusted with, and are accountable for, and should be concerned for the safety and Salvation of it.  This Spirit of God was originally breathed into man at his first creation, and is now formed within him by the Lord Jesus Christ.  Thus, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is called the God of the spirits of all flesh, Numbers 16:21-26; Numbers 27:16.  Now at death the soul, or spirit of man, returns to God . . .  Which if understood of the souls of men in general, it means that at death they return to God the Judge of all, John 5:22, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Who passes sentence on them, and orders those that are good to the mansions of bliss and happiness, and those that are evil to Hell and destruction.  Or if only of the souls of good men, those Born Again, Saved, the sense is, that they then return to God, not only as their Creator, but as their Covenant God and Father, to enjoy His presence evermore, and to the Lord Jesus Christ their Redeemer, to be for ever with Him, than which nothing is better and more desirable for all eternity.  This shows that the soul is immortal, and dies not with the body, nor sleeps in the grave with it, but is immediately either with God or cast into utter darkness, Hell.

Ecclesiastes 12:7-8
7 Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.
8 Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher; all is vanity.

Note:  The soul of a man (here equated with the Spirit) is immediately judged, and sent unconsciously either to joy or torment, and sleeps not as the wicked imagine.  The Lord Jesus Christ did not come to judge man, as man is already condemned, John 3:1-21, and if not Saved is immediately sent to Hell awaiting the General and specific Second Judgment.  The soul or Spirit of the righteous, made so by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, immediately in the blink of an eye go to Heaven awaiting the First Judgment, 1 Corinthians 15:52; 2 Corinthians 5:6-9, as Judgment begins at the House of the God,  1 Peter 4:17, (God's Elect, God's children, the True Worshipers, those Called of God, those Born Again).  The First Judgment IS NOT for condemnation . . . but for reward, John 5:24; Romans 8:1.  The Second Judgment of the wicked, unforgiven sinners, is for condemnation and their punishment is Hell, Matthew 25:1-46, which is the second death, Revelation 2:11; Revelation 20:6; Revelation 20:11-15; Revelation 21:1-8.

Thus, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Who is the Bishop of our souls (spirits,) 1 Peter 2:16-25, with His Apostles, teaches that the soul is resurrected when it leaves the body -- within a blink of an eye, and that there is no unconscious state between death and the final resurrection of the body.
33 And when the multitude heard this, they were astonished at his doctrine.

Note:  " . . . they were astonished at his doctrine".  Concerning with complete confidence, the Lord Jesus Christ describes the pure, perfect, and Angelic state of the righteous in the world to come.  How strongly, perfectly, and seemingly effortlessly the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth proved the immortality of the soul, and the resurrection of the dead unto Eternal Life.  Not since the world began has a man spoken with absolute surety of Heaven and of all the spiritual realm as did the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  The Scribes and Pharisees sent Roman Officers to take the Lord Jesus Christ, but returned empty handed, John 7:30-32; John 7:44-46.  As the Kingdom of God -- which is Heaven -- increases with the departed Saints of God, so too increases the rage of the enemies of God and God's Christ, till at last they seek in vain for those missing blessings which they despised when they were present, Psalm 2:1-12; Acts 4:26; Revelation 11:15; Revelation 12:10.




Mark 12:18-27
18 Then come unto him the Sadducees, which say there is no resurrection; and they asked him, saying,

19 Master, Moses wrote unto us, If a man's brother die, and leave his wife behind him, and leave no children, that his brother should take his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother.

20 Now there were seven brethren: and the first took a wife, and dying left no seed.

21 And the second took her, and died, neither left he any seed: and the third likewise.

22 And the seven had her, and left no seed: last of all the woman died also.

23 In the resurrection therefore, when they shall rise, whose wife shall she be of them? for the seven had her to wife.
24 And Jesus answering said unto them, Do ye not therefore err, because ye know not the scriptures, neither the power of God?
25 For when they shall rise from the dead, they neither marry, nor are given in marriage; but are as the angels which are in heaven.

26 And as touching the dead, that they rise: have ye not read in the book of Moses, how in the bush God spake unto him, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?

27 He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living: ye therefore do greatly err.
Luke 20:27-40
27 Then came to him certain of the Sadducees, which deny that there is any resurrection; and they asked him,

28 Saying, Master, Moses wrote unto us, If any man's brother die, having a wife, and he die without children, that his brother should take his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother.

29 There were therefore seven brethren: and the first took a wife, and died without children.

30 And the second took her to wife, and he died childless.

31 And the third took her; and in like manner the seven also: and they left no children, and died.

32 Last of all the woman died also.

33 Therefore in the resurrection whose wife of them is she? for seven had her to wife.

34 And Jesus answering said unto them, The children of this world marry, and are given in marriage:
35 But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage:

36 Neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto the angels; and are the children of God, being the children of the resurrection.

37 Now that the dead are raised, even Moses shewed at the bush, when he calleth the Lord the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.

38 For he is not a God of the dead, but of the living: for all live unto him.
39 Then certain of the scribes answering said, Master, thou hast well said.

40 And after that they durst not ask him any question at all.


Exodus 3:1-6
1 Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb.

2 And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed.

3 And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt.
4 And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I.

5 And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.

6 Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God.
The righteous, the Elect of God, the True Worshipers, those Called of God, those Born Again, even in their physical death, are said to be alive forever, having Everlasting Life.  Furthermore, the wicked even in life, are said to be dead, Ephesians 2:1-22; Colossians 2:13-17.   How is it proved that the wicked, even in life, are said to be dead?  From that place where it is said, I have no delight in the death of the dead.  Is he already dead before God, created that way therefore is already here called dead? And whence is it proved that the righteous, even in death, are said to live?

The Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible speak plainly, that the soul is immortal, and there is another life after this, and that men die once, and after that the Judgement.  It is the scope both of the Law and of the Prophets, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and of the unjust, Acts 24:14-15.  Job also knew it, Job 14:10-15; Job 19:26.  The Prophet Ezekiel foresaw it, Ezekiel 37:1-28, and the great Prophet Daniel plainly foretold it, Daniel 12:1-2 with verses in Revelation, Daniel 12:1-2; Revelation 13:8; Revelation 17:8.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth rose again according to the Scriptures, 1 Corinthians 15:1-8, and so shall we, John 17:21-26.  Those therefore who deny it, either have not studied the  Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible as Commanded, nor do they then believe them, or do not take the true sense and meaning of them.  Note, ignorance of the Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible, is no defense when standing before the Judge, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.


Romans 7:23-24
23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.

24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?
1 Samuel 2:8-10
8 He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory: for the pillars of the earth are the Lord's, and he hath set the world upon them.
9 He will keep the feet of his saints, and the wicked shall be silent in darkness; for by strength shall no man prevail.

10 The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken to pieces; out of heaven shall he thunder upon them: the Lord shall judge the ends of the earth; and he shall give strength unto his king, and exalt the horn of his anointed.


Note:  Verse 9 of 1 Samuel 2, 

"He will keep the feet of his saints, . . ."  There are a people in the world that are God's Saints, God's select and sanctified ones, those Called of God, the True Worshipers, those Born Again, and God will keep their feet, that is, all that belongs to them shall be under the Lord God's protection, down to their very feet, even the lowest part of the body.  God will keep their feet, much more so their head and hearts.  God will keep their feet, that is, God will secure the ground they stand on, and establish their goings, Proverbs 3:1-7.  God will set a guard of Grace upon their affections and actions, that their feet may neither wander out of the way, nor stumble in the way, Proverbs 3:19-23; Proverbs 4:19; Jeremiah 18:15-16; Jeremiah 6:15-17; Jeremiah 31:9; Malachi 2:1-17.  When their feet are ready to slip, Psalm 73:2, his mercy holdeth them up, Psalm 94:18, and keepeth them from falling, Jude 1:24-25.  While we keep God's ways God will keep our feet, Psalm 37:23-24.  That all the powers engaged against his walk in the Lord shall not be able to effect the ruin of it.  By strength shall no man prevail, 1 Samuel 2:9.  God's strength is engaged for the True Church, the True Worshipers, the Elect of God, those Born Again, and while it is so, man's strength shall not prevail against it.  Yes, throughout the ages, the Church indeed seems destitute of strength, her friends few and feeble, but efficaciousness (Efficaciousness:  Capable of having the desired result or effect; effective as a means, measure, remedy.) does not come by human strength, Psalm 33:1-22.  The Lord lifteth up the meek: he casteth the wicked down to the ground, Psalm 147:1-20.  That all the enemies of His Church will certainly be broken and brought down: The wicked shall be silent in darkness, 1 Samuel 2:9.  They shall be struck both blind and dumb, not be able to see their way nor have any thing to say for themselves, Exodus 4:10-12; Matthew 12:6-23; Matthew 15:29-31, and God can heal them.  Damned sinners are sentenced to utter darkness, i.e.:  Hell, and are speechless before the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Who judges them, Matthew 22:1-13.  The wicked are called the adversaries of the Lord, and they shall be broken to pieces, 1 Samuel 2:10. The wick's designs are against God's Kingdom among men will all be dashed, and they themselves destroyed, for the LORD is a man of war:  the LORD in His name, Exodus 15:1-7.  It will not bode well for those that are in arms against Omnipotence, Luke 19:1-28.  God has many ways of destroying His enemies, and the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth from Heaven shall thunder upon them,  Exodus 19:1-25; Exodus 20:1-26; Job 37:1-5; Job 40:1-9; 2 Samuel 22:14; Psalm 18:13; Psalm 29:3; Psalm 77:11-20; Psalm 104:1-7; Revelation 4:1-11; Revelation 8:5; Revelation 10:1-11; Revelation 11:15-19; Revelation 14:1-20; Revelation 16:12-21; Revelation 19:1-21.  Many go through the wide gate and the broad way (road,) which says Heaven, but leads to destruction, i.e.:  Hell, Matthew 7:13-29.
Revelation 10:1-11
10 And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow was upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire:

Note:  Not any mere man.  A created Angel is not intended, but the uncreated Angel -- the messenger of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Yes, the Mighty Angel is the Lord Jesus Christ.  (An Angel is God's Messenger).  The Lord Jesus Christ veils His Glory, which is too great for mortal eyes to behold.  Then the Lord Jesus Christ comes down from Heaven and affirms His right to all below, and puts His right foot on the sea (i.e.:  upon many waters, all of the peoples that are left on the earth,) Revelation 17:1; Revelation 17:15; Matthew 13:47-48, having a rainbow upon His Head, and utters the voice of His might, to which the voice of the Almighty God in power answers.  The story goes from here to Revelation 22:1-21.  Mighty Angel here is applied in the highest sense, as God, and Who as man may be said to swear by the living God, and to whom the whole description well agrees.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as God is sometimes called an Angel simply, Genesis 48:15-16, and sometimes the Angel of the Lord, and Who appears as Jehovah Himself, the second Person of the Trinity, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Genesis 16:1-16, and sometimes the Angel of God's presence, Isaiah 63:1-19, and the Angel of the great council or the Assembly of the Lord, Assembly of the Congregation, Acts 7:29-40; Acts 7:37-38; Psalm 89:7; Psalm 107:32; Psalm 111:1; Ezekiel 13:9; Jeremiah 23:15-22, and the Angel, or Messenger of the Covenant, Malachi 3:1-18.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth may be so called an Angel, because Christ Jesus is a messenger from God who appeared as God, as a man, and as the sole Mediator between God and man, 1 Timothy 2:5, being sent by God the Father to declare God's Will and to redeem God's people.  Indeed, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is He which is a MIGHTY ONE --  not only as God Himself, being the Mighty God, Isaiah 9:1-8, the Great God and Savior, Genesis 1:1-2; John 1:1-5; Psalm 95:3; Proverbs 26:10; Daniel 2:45; Titus 2:13; Revelation 19:11-21, the Almighty, Genesis 17:1; Genesis 49:22-26; Numbers 24:1-10; Numbers 24:16-17; Isaiah 6; Ezekiel 10; Isaiah 13:6; Joel 1:15; Revelation 1:8, which appears by His creation of all things, and upholding them in their beings, and as the sole Mediator between God and man having all power in Heaven and in earth, Matthew 28:18, and being far above all principality, power, and might, Ephesians 1:17-23.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as man, made strong by God for Himself, and for His people, Christ Jesus now appears here as "another Angel," distinct from the seven Angels who had trumpets given them to sound, www.alemattec.com/2 And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven trumpets.doc, six of whom had already sounded which now this Mighty "another Angel" here appears for the comfort of His Church, when the trumpets that had been blown were to have brought such desolations upon the Roman Empire, both the western and eastern, and when both the western and eastern antichrists had appeared and claimed themselves "pope," and before the seventh trumpet sounds, and brings in the last and greatest woe, i.e.:  curse of God upon the earth.  This "another Mighty Angel: is said to come down from Heaven, which does not design His incarnation, that was long before this time.  Nor does this design His spiritual presence with His people, which is common to them in all ages, nor does this design His Second Coming to Judgment, which will be by a descent from Heaven, and in the clouds of Heaven, with the shout of an archAngel, 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18, for that is yet future.  This vision to the Apostle John was the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth appearance to and for His Church and people to encourage them in the dark times of antichrist, when afflicted by the Turk (Muslims) on the one hand, and the Roman Catholic "pope" on the other hand.

" . . . and a rainbow was upon his head, . . . "  The rainbow which was a token of the Covenant not to destroy the world with a flood again shows that God was still mindful of His Covenant Genesis 9:8-16, which is to His people, even in those worst of times, and would not suffer His Church to be overwhelmed, and sunk in the general deluge of antichristianism, or the gates of Hell to prevail against it, Matthew 16:18.

2 And he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot on the earth,
Note:  A little book, which is a special book of the affairs of God's Church, held by the Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and out of this book is taken the rest of the history of this Apocalypse, Revelation 5:1-14; Daniel 12:4-9.

3 And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth: and when he had cried, seven thunders uttered their voices.

Note:  Thus, the Mighty Angel of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth whose awful voice of judgment upon the world, was the voice of the lion of the Tribe of Judah, Revelation 5:1-5; Revelation 22:12-16, which was heard far and near, throughout the whole world, by His people, and is terrible to His enemies was echoed by seven thunders.  When a lion roars, its roar can be heard several miles away.  All animals would hush to listen.  The entire environment would become silent as the animals remained still and waited for something to happen -- because the king of beasts has sounded his mighty roar. 
" . . . seven thunders uttered their voices."  Uttered their voices, spake using their own voices, voices peculiarly their own, to peoples inclined by God to hear their words:  1. The German provinces, making one republic, Martin Luther.  2. The Swiss cantons, John Calvin.  3. Sweden, Olaus Petri.  4. Denmark, with Norway, Hans Tausen.  5. England and Ireland, William Tyndale.  6. Scotland, John Knox.  7. The united provinces of the Netherlands, Menno Simons.  Note:  There were certainly many other Protestant Reformers who lived during these times, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestant_Reformers, and my list may be imperfect but an attempt to understand the seven thunders who uttered their voices during the Protestant Reformation.

The Reformation was the work of a single book, the Holy Bible.  Whatever the Romish clergy may pretend now, there is no doubt that before the Reformation the Roman Catholic "church" had taken the Holy Bible from the people. The whole influence of the Roman Catholic "church" was opposed to the Holy Bibles open circulation to all peoples, and in many instances persons have been burned to death, or killed in some other way by the Roman Catholic "church" for no other "crime" than having the Bible in their houses.  The Holy Bible, held captive by the Roman Catholic "church" was left sealed up in dead languages, and it was impossible for it to be read in the native tongue of European peoples.  This, another Mighty Angel, however, has in his hand a book open, significant of the fact that by God's providence the Reformation should present the Holy Bible, now open, to all the world.
 

4 And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write: and I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not.

Note:  " . . . Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not."  Represents the fact that the Roman Catholic "church" sought to silence the seven thunders as soon as they uttered their voices, and to some degree this was done rather successfully during the Protestant Reformation.

5 And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven,

6 And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer:
7 But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.

Note:  All things are drawing to a final issue, the world is ready to be judged.  In the sounding of the seventh trumpet the mystery of God would be closed -- God's direct power is come.  The Apostle John is to commence his Prophecy to all nations and tongues, and languages.


8 And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, Go and take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth.
9 And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey.
10 And I took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter.

11 And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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