The Apostle Paul speaks of the natural state and condition of man.  Though Lazarus and certain others were resurrected, that was no usual thing, but extraordinary, done as a miracle, during the times of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and the Apostles.  Those times ended, and the Command stands.  Those who shall be changed, their changing is a kind of death, from mortal into immortal.

Not a moral, or what is commonly called a spiritual death, nor an eternal one, but a corporeal, bodily death.  This comes about because of man's sin, and God's decree on account of it.  God thus Commands and fixed that men shall die once, and how long they shall live, and when they shall die, so that they cannot die sooner nor later than God's Will for that man.  All things antecedent to death, which lead on to it, and issue in it, are appointed by God, and so is death itself, with all its circumstances.  Men's days can neither be lengthened nor shortened, and God's statute concerns men, not Angels, and reaches to all men, wicked and righteous.  Though there have been some exceptions, as Enoch and Elijah.  Like Enoch, Elijah was translated, that he should not see death, Hebrews 11:5.  Elijah, taken away by the Power of God, quits the earth without passing through death, 2 Kings 2:11.  These two witnesses, Enoch and Elijah shall die, www.alemattec.com/Genesis 5, the Olive Tree and the Commonwealth of Israel . . . .doc, fulfilling God's Command in Hebrews 9:27.  All will not sleep, nor die a natural death, as some will be found alive at the Lord Jesus Christ's appearing, 1 Corinthians 15:50-53.  Yet those who are Born Again, Saved, will undergo a change which is equivalent to death, for the body will be completely renewed into a Spiritual body.  It is not usual for men to die, and live again, and then die yet again.  There have been some extraordinary instances of this kind, but they are rare, and they are used to Glorify God, and are miracles in which God intervenes against nature.  It is the statute Law of Heaven in common for men to die, and that but once.  Though we take about seventeen thousand breaths in a day, but there will be only one last breath. 

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth died once, He will die no more.  It is the comfort of the Saints, that though they die the first death, they shall not be hurt of the second death, which is to be cast into the Lake of Fire, Revelation 20:14.   The consideration of this decree should excite to diligence and industry, as the death of man is certain to God, but uncertain to us, as to the time, nor should we curiously inquire into it, but patiently wait for it, and quietly submit unto it.  After this the judgment.  All are immediately judged, and sent either to Heaven or Hell.  Those of God, go immediately to God.  Those who are NOT of God, have been condemned already, and are sent to Hell.  However, there is a great, last and general judgment, which is the Great White Throne Judgment, and will reach to all men, quick and dead, righteous and wicked, and in which Christ will be Judge. The first Judgment is for the House of God, and is for reward, as there is no condemnation, and God does not remember their sins.  The Second Judgment is for those condemned already.  There is a particular judgment which is immediately after death, by virtue of which, the souls of men are condemned to their proper state of happiness or woe.  There is an universal judgment, which will be after the resurrection of the dead, and is called Eternal Judgment, to come.  This Eternal Judgment, "the Judgment" is appointed by God, though the time when is unknown to men.  Yet nothing is more certain, and it will be a righteous Judgment.


Man is to die once--and no more, and after this the judgment.

Accounts of People Raised from the Dead
1. Elijah raised the son of the Zarephath widow from the dead, 1 Kings 17:17-22.  Note:  Old Testament miracle, before the Book of Hebrews was written.

2. Elisha raised the son of the Shunammite woman from the dead, 2 Kings 4:32-35.  Note:  Old Testament miracle, before the Book of Hebrews was written.

3. A man was raised from the dead when his body touched Elisha’s bones, 2 Kings 13:20-21.  Note:  Old Testament miracle, before the Book of Hebrews was written.

4. Many Saints rose from the dead after the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Matthew 27:50-53.  Note:  The Gospel of Matthew covers between 4 B.C. and 33 A.D. before the Book of Hebrews, 64 A.D.  The Lord Jesus Christ's resurrection was 33 A.D., before the Book of Hebrews was written.
5. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth rose from the dead, Matthew 28:5-8; Mark 16:6; Luke 24:5-6.  Note:  The Gospel of Matthew covers, 4 B.C- 33 A.D., The Gospel of Mark covers , 26 A.D. to 33 A.D, the Gospel of Luke, covers 7 B.C. - 33 A.D., before the Book of Hebrews, 64 A.D.  The Lord Jesus Christ's resurrection was 33 A.D., before the Book of Hebrews was written. 
6. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth raised the son of the widow of Nain from the dead, Luke 7:11-15.  Note:  The Gospel of Luke, covers 7 B.C. - 33 A.D., before the Book of Hebrews, 64 A.D.  The son of the widow of Nain resurrection was in 31 A.D., before the Book of Hebrews was written.  
7. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth raised the daughter of Jairus from the dead, Luke 8:41-42, 49-55.  Note:  The Gospel of Luke, covers 7 B.C. - 33 A.D., before the Book of Hebrews, 64 A.D.  Jairus' daughter's resurrection was 31 A.D., before the Book of Hebrews was written.
8. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth raised Lazarus from the dead, John 11:1-44.  Note:  The Gospel of John, covers 26 A.D., - 33 A.D., before the Book of Hebrews, 64 A.D.  Lazarus' resurrection was 33 A.D., before the Book of Hebrews was written.

Note:  Lazarus was not resurrected in a spiritual glorified body.  Lazarus was simply resurrected.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was the first-fruits of the resurrection, 1 Corinthians 15:20; 1 Corinthians 15:23; Colossians 1:18; Revelation 1:5, meaning he was the first raised in a glorified spiritual body, 1 Corinthians 15:42-44.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth retained the Crucifixion wounds, John 20:27, and was able to appear in rooms before the Disciples, John 20:26, demonstrating that He was in His resurrected, glorified spiritual body.  Remember, Lazarus had been raised from the dead by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, John 11:43; 12:1, and as evidence of Lazarus resurrection, the Chief Priests plotted to kill Lazarus, John 12:10-11.  Also, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, though raised after Lazarus,  He, the Lord Jesus Christ is called the first-fruits and first-born from the dead, Romans 8:29; Colossians 1:18; Revelation 1:5.  Therefore, the term ‘first-fruits’ signifies the Lord Jesus Christ’s resurrected, glorified spiritual body, something that Lazarus did not at that time have.

9. The Apostle Peter raised Dorcas, i.e.:  Tabitha from the dead, Acts 9:36-41.  Note:  The Acts of the Apostles covers from 33 A.D. to 66 A.D.  The Book of Hebrews was written in 64 A.D.  Dorcus, i.e.:  Tabitha's resurrection was in 38 A.D., before the Book of Hebrews was written. 
10. Eutychus was raised from the dead by the Apostle Paul, Acts 20:9-12.  Note:  The Acts of the Apostles covers from 33 A.D. to 66 A.D. The Book of Hebrews was written in 64 A.D.  Eutychus' resurrection was in 59 A.D., before the Book of Hebrews was written.


Hebrews 9:25-28

25 Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place every year with blood of others;

26 For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.

27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:

Note:  64 A.D. when the Book of Hebrews was written, as up to this Command, there were resurrections, and men died more than once, mentioned above.  This, however, was not the norm, as only a handful in all of history, and each was to Glorify God.  However, in 64 A.D., from this point on, the Command is that it is ordained, appointed unto men once to die, then the judgment.  Each resurrection listed above, including the Lord Jesus Christ's resurrection, was before this Command here in Hebrews 9:27.  However, we must note, and it is clear, from Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth died once,  Romans 6:8-10.

28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.

Note:  There is no Biblical justification for reincarnation. Reincarnation, coming back alive and living on the earth again, is completely at odds with the Christian resurrection.  The word “appointed” in Hebrews 9:27 above is the Greek word apokeimai and means “to be reserved,” i.e., “to obtain or arrange in advance.”


Let's see this Greek word, apokeimai, used in other Holy Scripture that shows how God alone appoints in advance the outcome for men . . .



Luke 19:20-21
20 And another came, saying, Lord, behold, here is thy pound, which I have kept laid up in a napkin:

Note:  Kept laid up, had held or obtained in advance from God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, reserved, in a napkin . . . (sweat-cloth), i.e. Towel (for wiping the perspiration from the face, or binding the face of a corpse) -- handkerchief, napkin. 

21 For I feared thee, because thou art an austere man: thou takest up that thou layedst not down, and reapest that thou didst not sow.


Colossians 1:1-5
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timotheus our brother,

2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,

4 Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints,

5 For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel;
Note:  The word “appointed” in Hebrews 9:27 above is the Greek word apokeimai and means “to be reserved,” i.e., “to obtain or arrange in advance.”  Is here used in the phrase above, "is laid up".



2 Timothy 4:8
8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

Note:  The word “appointed” in Hebrews 9:27 above is the Greek word apokeimai and means “to be reserved,” i.e., “to obtain or arrange in advance.”  Is here used in the phrase above, "there is laid".

These are the only four occurrences of the word apokeimai, as used in the New Testament, and means “to be reserved,” i.e., “to obtain or arrange in advance.”



When a sinner dies, he goes to Hell, Luke 16:19-31.  When a righteous man, a True Worshiper, one Born Again, Saved dies, he immediately goes to Heaven, 2 Corinthians 5:8, to be with the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth who sits on the right hand of God the Father in Glory, Mark 16:19; Luke 22:69; Acts 2:33; Acts 5:31; Acts 7:55-56; Romans 8:34; Colossians 3:1; Hebrews 1:2-4; Hebrews 10:12; Hebrews 12:2; 1 Peter 3:21-22.  This is not yet the judgement for the wicked, but the wicked man is condemned already, John 3:18-21, just as the Born Again Believer has already been found righteous before God and accepted immediately into God's presence, Romans 8:1; 2 Corinthians 5:8.  The wicked's Hell is an abode much like one being held in prison known to have committed a crime, held without bail, while they await the White Throne Judgement.  A good example is the rich man and Lazarus mentioned above in Luke 16:19-31.  The wicked rich man went to Hell immediately, see below.



Luke 16:22-23

22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried;

23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 




Hell itself although a permanent place is not alone the wicked's final destination, as the final destination for the wicked and death is the Lake of Fire. Hell itself and all of its contents, including death, will be thrown into Lake of Fire.
www.alemattec.com/Death, Hell . . . .doc




Revelation 20:14

14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 

Revelation 20:11-15 describes the final Judgment at the Great White Throne.  All the unbelieving dead being resurrected, are judged at the Great White Throne, and then being cast into the Lake of Fire. Unbelievers, are sent immediately after death to Hell, held there condemned already, John 3:18.  However, even though unbelievers are not instantly sent to the Lake of Fire, their immediate fate after death is not a pleasant one. The rich man cried out, " . . . for I am tormented in this flame.”  Luke 16:24.

Therefore, after death, a person resides in either Heaven or Hell immediately.  Already being either righteous before God, or condemned, a person’s eternal destiny will not change. The precise “location” of that eternal destiny for the wicked is what changes.  Believers are granted entrance into the new Heaven and new earth, Revelation 21:1.  Unbelievers will ultimately be sent to the Lake of Fire, Revelation 20:11-15.  These are the final, eternal destinations of all people—based entirely on whether or not they had trusted the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, alone, for their Salvation, Matthew 25:46; John 3:36.

A Born Again Believer's judgment is for reward, and is based on what they did with what they were given as Spiritual Gifts —the abilities, the opportunities, etc . . . — not on what they did compared to what others did. It is a judgment for faithfulness and loving of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and service to Him, and faithfulness as a witness to His Gospel, not on anything else.

Hebrews 11:5
5 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.



God chose to have certain people resurrected, but these exceptions were prior to this statement of fact in Hebrews 9:27.  God made and proved as "signs and wonders" through the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and the Apostles Calling certain people to live a second time, i.e.:  as God had “appointed” as in Hebrews 9:27 is the Greek word apokeimai and means “to be reserved,” i.e., “to obtain or arrange in advance.”.  When the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was completed, when the Apostles died, there was no more raising the dead.  Therefore, from this Command forth in Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, Hebrews 9:27, there are no more resurrections.  Even the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth died but once, Hebrews 7:27; Hebrews 9:28; 1 Peter 3:18.  The statement of fact from the Apostle Paul in Hebrews 9:27 was that from that point on, it is ordained by God, appointed, that men die once.  No more resurrections like Lazarus, which was a miracle by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. 

God occasionally interrupts the natural course of things, for His Own Glory, that's what miracles are.  The fact that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth walked on water Matthew 14:23-27 or that Elisha made the head of an axe float, literally the axe did swim back to the son of the Prophet, 2 Kings 6:1-7 did not overturn the "law of gravity," and was not the norm, but done as a miracle.  In short, we need to discern the plain meaning of the Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible. 



1 Thessalonians 5:23
23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.


Note:  The God of Peace, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth the King of Peace, the Prince of Peace.  The object of whole spirit, soul, and body assuredly are not metaphysical, but to express man in all the parts of his being; the vessel which God has made as his body, the natural affections of his soul, the elevated workings of his mind, through which he is above the animals and if Called of God, to be in an intelligent relationship with God.




"The Spirit" is to be understood of the rational and immortal part of man, often called a Spirit:



Ecclesiastes 12:7
7 Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.



The Spirit, in this sense then is the elevated character of a man's soul, that part that knows God his Maker. The soul of man was formed very differently from that of animals in that God breathed into man's nostrils the breath (spirit) of life -- that part that knows God his maker, and it was thus that man became a living soul.  


Job 32:8
8 But there is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them understanding.



"The soul," the animal and sensitive soul, which man has in common with brute beasts:  


Genesis 3:19

19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.


Ecclesiastes 3:21
21 Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth downward to the earth?
Note:  The Spirit of man, a Born Again Believer.



Genesis 2:7
7 And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.


1 Corinthians 15:45
45 And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit.



Revelation 16:3
3 And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea; and it became as the blood of a dead man: and every living soul died in the sea.



The animal, made below a man, has also its natural affections, and it has a living soul, different from a man, and attaches itself, knows the person who does it good, devotes itself to its master, loves him, and will even give its life for him.  However, this animal, this brute beast cannot be in a Spiritual relationship with God.  Alas, this brute beast can even set itself at enmity against even his Master.  Man without God is no more than a brute beast, nor has man preeminence above a beast.


Ecclesiastes 3:19

19 For that which befalleth the sons of men befalleth beasts; even one thing befalleth them: as the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they have all one breath; so that a man hath no preeminence above a beast: for all is vanity.

 

Again . . .

1 Thessalonians 5:23
23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

"The Spirit (Holy Spirit, the seed of God planted by God in a man, 1 John 3:9) then wills" that the man, be reconciled with God, and should be consecrated, in every part of the man's being to the God who has bought him, 1 Corinthians 6:20; 1 Corinthians 7:23, and bring him into relationship with Himself by the revelation of His love, and by the work of His Grace.  Thus, being enlightened by the Spirit of God, a man knows himself, and his Master, his Lord, his God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and the things of the Spirit, the Holy Spirit of God, the Truths of the Gospel, and freely receives and values them. The "soul" may include "a man's will and affections," which are influenced by a man's understanding.  In a regenerate, a Saved, man the man's will is brought to be under obedience to the Will of God, and the affections are set upon Divine things, and the man's body then becomes the instrument of performing religious and spiritual exercises.  These, then the Apostle Paul prays may be preserved blameless.  Not that the Apostle Paul thought that they could be kept from sinning entirely in thought, word, or deed, but that they might be preserved in purity and chastity from the gross enormities of life.  That these Born Again Christians at the Church in Thessalonica would be kept from a total and final falling away, by the work of God's Grace which will be at last completed on their soul and spirit, and the body be raised incorruptible, unto glory.  Both at the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the man's Master, Lord, and God, and be presented faultless, and without blame, without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing, first to his great Savior, his Master, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and then to God his Father, Abba, Mark 14:36; Romans 8:15; Galatians 4:6.


The Spirit of a Saved man links this man with the higher intelligences of Heaven, and is that highest part of man which is receptive of the quickening, being made alive, Born Again, by the Holy Spirit.  The soul of a man is termed "animal,"  and "sensual," having merely the body of organized living matter, and the soul the immaterial animating essence), having not the Spirit.  The human body in its present form, and with its wants and weaknesses, cannot enter or enjoy the Kingdom of God. Then let us not sow to the flesh, of which we can only reap corruption. A man's body follows the state of his soul. He, therefore, who neglects the life of the soul, casts away his present good, as he then who refuses to live to God, squanders all he has and loathes the Manna from Heaven, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. 
1 Corinthians 2:14
14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

1 Corinthians 15:44
44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.



John 3:7
7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.


1 Corinthians 15:46-48
46 Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual. 
47 The first man is of the earth, earthy; the second man is the Lord from heaven.

48 As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly.
John 3:6

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.




The unbeliever shall rise with an animal (soul-animated) physical, natural body.  The Born Again Believer whose animal (soul-animated) physical, natural body will be changed with a spiritual (spirit-endued) body like the Lord Jesus Christ's:  

Romans 8:11
11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.


The Apostle's Paul's design and view, in observing this order, that the animal, i.e.:  physical or natural body is first, and then the Spiritual.  It is first a natural body, as generated and nourished, as weak and dying, and it is afterwards for a Born Again Believer, a True Worshiper, one Called of God, a spiritual one, when it is raised from the dead.  Literally, "an animal body," a body molded in its organism of "flesh and blood":

1 Corinthians 15:50
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.

An animal body to suit the animal soul which predominates in it. The Holy Spirit in the Spirit of Born Again Believers, indeed, is an earnest of a superior state.  In the body the animal soul preponderates (preponderates:  to exceed in weight, to exceed in influence, power, or importance) hereafter the Spirit shall predominate, and the animal-soul or natural will be changed to a perfect, Spiritual body, without flaw, without corruption. 




A man's spiritual body--a body wholly molded by the Holy Spirit, and its organism not conformed to the lower and animal, but to the higher and spiritual life:


Luke 20:35-36
35 But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage: 
36 Neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto the angels; and are the children of God, being the children of the resurrection.


Man became (was made to become) a living soul," that is, endowed with an animal soul, a natural man, the living principle of his body. 

Genesis 2:7
7 And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.



The last Adam--the LAST Head of humanity, who is to be fully manifested in the last day, which is His day, that is, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth,  Job 19:25; John 6:39, John 5:21; John 6:33; John 6:39; John 6:40; John 6:54; John 6:57; John 6:62; John 6:63; Romans 8:11.   
As the natural or animal-souled body is the fruit of our union with the first Adam, an animal-souled man.  The spiritual body is the fruit of our union with the second Adam, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, who is the quickening Spirit, 2 Corinthians 3:17.  

All flesh is not the same. All the different animals have bodies unlike, and suited to their conditions. There are also celestial bodies and . . . terrestrial. These, too, have forms and glories, unlike, and suited to their condition.  All those God had planted shall be raised from the dead, Romans 6:4-6.  Those God has NOT planted, shall be rooted up, Matthew 15:13.

So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown. Planted in burial in corruption. It goes to decay.  It is sown, and dies. Burying the dead is like sowing them; it is like committing seed to the earth, that it may spring out of it again, John 12:23-25.  A man's body, which then is sown, is corruptible, liable to putrefy and moulder, and crumble to dust.  However, when a Born Again Believer rise, they will be out of the power of the grave, and never more be liable to corruption.  The natural man, his animal body is laid in the earth, a poor helpless thing, wholly in the power of death, deprived of all vital capacities and powers, of life and strength: it is utterly unable to move or stir.  However, if a man be born again . . . his body is sown in dishonor, and then it is raised in glory.  A body sown as a natural, or animal body, a body fitted to the low condition and sensitive pleasures and enjoyments of this life, which are all gross in comparison of the Heavenly state and enjoyments.  Not that the Born Again Believer's body would be changed into a Spirit.  If, one is a True Worshipers, the Elect of God, one Born Again, his body then is raised in incorruption. With a new body suited to the new condition of existence, which is incorruptible, and which decays not. It is sown in dishonor. As a dead body is repulsive, and quickly becomes offensive, and thus we bury it out of sight. Then, one Called of God, who is Born Again, he/she then has a new body fitted and raised in glory, a new glorious beauty. Sown in death in weakness. All its powers exhausted. Raised unto Life Eternal in power. Endowed with Heavenly energy. Sown first as a natural body, a fleshly body with animal life. Raised anew as a Spiritual body. A body whose life principle is the Spirit. Not a fleshly body, but a Spiritual existence. We cannot comprehend the nature of this existence, but we can know that it is not a body of flesh, bones, and blood.  Perhaps not more material than the forms of the Angels. The first man, Adam, was made a living soul, see Genesis 2:7 directly above. Man thus was made a living soul and from the first Adam came our natural or animal life. The last Adam, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, of whom the first Adam was but a type. The second Adam, the last Adam, the Lord Jesus Christ is a quickening Spirit, John 5:21, Who came giving life to the dead, and imparting Spiritual existence. Howbeit that is not first which is spiritual. The first Adam, animal, natural man came before the second Adam, Spiritual, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. The animal-natural body which proceeds from the first Adam is our tabernacle first, after this in those Called by God, adopted into God's world, His family, by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth unto Himself, before the foundation of the world, Ephesians 1:4-12, comes then the "spiritual body," which the second Adam, the Lord Jesus Christ alone gives. The first man is of the earth, animal, natural man, and was formed, fashioned out of the earth.  The second man, the second Adam is the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Who as Manna came from down from Heaven.  All have earthly bodies like that of the first Adam. Those Born Again Believers, when we are raised to Heaven we shall have spiritual bodies like the Lord Jesus Christ's, not like the body He received from Mary, but the glorious body in which He appears to Saints and Angels on high, Revelation 1:7-20.  Heavenly bodies which will have Heavenly life and vigor infused into them.  These spiritual bodies will be hale, and firm, and durable, and lively, and no more to have any infirmity, weakness, nor any decay.  Those Born Again Believers shall have a body like Christ's glorious body, Philippians 3:21.  A body not of flesh and blood, for flesh and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God, 1 Corinthians 15:50. If of flesh and blood, our bodies would be corruptible, and would not be suited to the Eternal Kingdom of God.  A glorious body changed into what is not animal, natural body, but matter made immaterial, "a new man," Colossians 3:10.  Why should it not be as much in the power of God to raise incorruptible, glorious, lively, spiritual bodies, out of the ruins of those vile, corruptible, lifeless, and animal ones?  He, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Who at the first did make matter out of nothing, Romans 4:17, John 1:1-3, Ephesians 3:9, Colossians 1:10-17, Revelation 4:11, Revelation 10:5-7, and then, out of the same mass of matter, produce such variety of beings, both in earth and Heaven, Revelation 21:5. To God all things are possible, Matthew 19:26; Mark 10:27; Mark 14:36; and this cannot be impossible.

Genesis 1:27
27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.


Man was to be a creation, a creature different from all that had been hitherto made. Flesh and Spirit, Heaven and earth, put together in him. God said, Let us, i.e.:  Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, make man, Genesis 1:26.  Man, when he was made, was to glorify God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. Into that great name we who are Saved, are Born Again are to be Baptized, for to that great name we have Eternal Life, and in that great name we have and owe our being, Acts 17:28.  It was the Spirit of man that beared the image of God. Man was made upright, Ecclesiastes 7:29. Note:  Upright in the Hebrew means:  That which is right, pleasing in the eyes of, or agreeable to God.  Adam's understanding saw Divine things clearly and truly; there were no errors or mistakes in his knowledge; his will consented at once, and in all things, to do the Will of God.  Adam's affections were all regular with no sin, no perversion, and he had no bad appetites or passions. Adam's thoughts were easily brought and fixed to the best subjects focusing them on God's Glory. Thus, Adam was Holy and happy, and our first parents had the image (likeness) of God upon them by having God's Holy Spirit. Now, how this image of God upon man is defaced, and through disobedience to God's Command separated them from God.  Man no longer is in the image of God, as his nature is enmity toward God, as his mind is carnal, natural!  




Romans 8:7
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.


Adam had a soul being animal, mortal, but also made in the Image of God,  as "a living soul," and destined to live for ever in perfect harmony with God on earth.  After the fall, the Image of God, God's Holy Spirit was no longer in man.  Therefore,  if Adam had eaten of the Tree of Life, Genesis 3:22, still his body was but an animal-souled body, not a Spiritual body, such as believers shall have, man would live forever separated from God by man's sin.  Therefore, God separated man from the Tree of Life, Genesis 3:24, so that God could bring man through man's death, back to God by the righteousness of God's Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Neither was Adam a "life-giving spirit," as is the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Adam and Eve's soul had an Image of the Spirit, rather than the fulness of it, such as man shall have when restored "body, soul, and spirit," by the second Adam, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 1 Thessalonians 5:23. As the first and lower Adam came before the second Heavenly Adam, so the animal-souled body comes first, and must die before it be changed into the spiritual body when then the Spirit predominates over the animal-soul, natural nature of man. 
"Flesh and blood" of the same animal and corruptible nature, 1 Corinthians 15:37; 1 Corinthians 15:39, as our present, 1 Corinthians 15:44, animal-souled bodies, cannot inherit the Kingdom of God. Therefore the believer acquiesces gladly in the unrepealed sentence of the Holy Law, which appoints the death of the present body as the necessary preliminary to the resurrection body of Glory.  Hence a Born Again Christian is Called to die daily to the flesh and to the world, 1 Corinthians 15:31, as the necessary condition to a man's regeneration here and in the hereafter, John 3:6; Galatians 2:20.  Being born of the flesh constitutes a child of Adam, so then being born of the Spirit constitutes a child of God.  Not merely is the change of body possible, but it is necessary once a Born Again Believer dies a physical death, or is alive when the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth returns.  The resurrection body will be still a body though Spiritual, and substantially retaining the personal identity of the Born Again Christian as is proved by Luke 24:39; John 20:27, compared with Philippians 3:21.  The Kingdom of God--which is not at all animal, but altogether Spiritual.  Corruption doth not inherit, though it is the way to, incorruption (1 Corinthians 15:36-38; 1 Corinthians 15:52; 1 Corinthians 15:53).
Galatians 6:8
8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.

 

Matthew 10:28

28 And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
Note:  www.alemattec.com/Reverend, fear Him . . . .doc



Hebrews 4:12
12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.


The soul, which knows not God, is as a brute beast, and loatheth the Manna from Heaven, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth:



Numbers 21:4-6

4 And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to compass the land of Edom: and the soul of the people was much discouraged because of the way. 
5 And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread.

Note:  www.alemattec.com/What shall we do, that we might work the works of God . . . .doc
6 And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died.
Note:  www.alemattec.com/Fiery serpents . . . .doc



2 Peter 2:9-12
9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished:

10 But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities.

11 Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation against them before the Lord.
12 But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption;

Thus, false Preachers/Teachers, etc . . . are as brute beasts, as they know NOT God:


Jude 1:10-11
10 But these speak evil of those things which they know not: but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves.
11 Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core.


Hebrews 10:1-3
1 For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect.

2 For then would they not have ceased to be offered? because that the worshippers once purged should have had no more conscience of sins.

3 But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins every year.

Note:  The sacrifice, done yearly under the Law, on the Day of Atonement by the High Priest, through its repetition proved that sin was still there; sin still remained for the individual. The sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was offered ONLY once, demonstrating the eternal efficacy of His self-sacrifice for man's sin.  There was made every year a remembrance again of all former sins. Therefore that sacrifice under the Law of the Old Testament had no power to sanctify.  Had the Jewish sacrifices under the Old Covenant, the Old Testament rendered the worshipers really perfect (whole or complete) before God, they would have ceased to be offered, after being offered only once.  However, they had to be offered year after year. The Apostle Paul here is speaking (although the principle is general) of the continued yearly sacrifice on the Day of Atonement. If, through the efficacy of the Old Testament sacrifice, they had been permanently made perfect, i.e.:  whole or complete, they would have had no more conscience and guilt of their sins, and would not, therefore, had the Command of renewing the sacrifice yearly.

It is important, that the conscience is cleansed, our sins being expiated, completely removed, Isaiah 43:25; Psalm 103:12; Hebrews 10:17, the True Worshiper drawing nigh to God, Hebrews 7:19, by a better hope, by virtue of the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, once. The meaning of the Jewish service in the Old Testament was that guilt was still there.  That though of the Christian, the guilt before God is gone, Romans 8:1. As to the former, precious as the type is, the reason is evident . . . the blood of bulls and of goats could not take away sin! Therefore those sacrifices have been abolished, and a work of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has been accomplished which is a work which excludes all other.


Revelation 20:14

14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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