Romans 3:24-26

24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:

25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;

Note:  Propitiation in the Greek means:  A sin offering, a covering.  An expiatory sacrifice ---  Expiatory, from the root word Expiate:  To put to an end by having an atonement made in order to extinguish guilt by paying the penalty, to suffer for an offense.  An atoning sacrifice which calls  for expiation or atonement for sinful, wickedness.  Thus, a sin offering, by which the Wrath of the Almighty God shall be appeased:  (Appease:  To bring to a state of peace or quiet -- to calm).  Which comes from the root word Hilaskomai which means in the Greek:  To be propitious (Propitious:  To bring forth something that is favorable or good, in order to make propitiation for sinfulness, wickedness.  Which comes from the one offended:  I have Mercy on, I forgive.  To show favor to an offering and thus to give full and complete pardon.  Herein is satisfaction of God's Divine wrath on sin, showing Mercy by satisfying.  To render propitious to Oneself, i.e.:  by being Gracious, i.e.:  showing Mercy, Compassion.  Herein, God moves.

" . . . through the forbearance of God; . . . "  Forbearance is a legal agreement to stop payments on a debt owed by a debtor for a period of time.  Refraining from the enforcement of something (as a debt, a right, or an obligation) that is due for a period of time.  To suspend or delay punishment, by having patience. The root word for Forbearance is anechomai, meaning:  Self-restraint, i.e. Tolerance, holding back, I endure, bear with, have patience with, to suffer a wrong, admit, persist, forbear.  (Forbear means:  To stop yourself from doing something).
26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.

Note:  " . . . to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, . . . "  To declare the Lord Jesus Christ's sacrifice of Himself on the Cross of Calvary as a propitiation through the faith in the Lord Jesus Christ's blood for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God.  By "sins that are past," are meant:  Not sins committed (earned as if by receiving a wage, requiring a man's death before God, Romans 6:22-23) before a Born Again Believer's Baptism, nor the sins of a man's life only before or after a True Worshiper of God is Saved, but here means the sins of the Old Testament Saints, who lived before the incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and the full oblation (Oblation:  An offering of a sacrifice.) of the Lord Jesus Christ's sacrifice of Himself on the Cross of Calvary.  This is not to be restrained to them only, for Christ's blood was shed for the remission of all of God's people's sins, Matthew 1:20-23, Romans 3:23-28, but here is meant specifically to those Saints that lived before the sacrifice on the Cross of Calvary.  All of those Saints of old, those of the Old Testament (before the Cross of Calvary) who by faith in God's Messiah, God's Christ, Who was yet future for them, atoning sacrifice of Himself on the Cross of Calvary, which paid for all of their sins, as well as the sins of New Testament Saints:  past, present, and those yet to come, as the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth made ONE sacrifice for sin, Hebrews 7:20-28, never to be repeated.  However, herein, the sins of the Saints before the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, is here particularly designed.  Which shows the insufficiency of the Old Testament legal sacrifices, Hebrews 10:4, and here sets forth the efficacy of the Lord Jesus Christ's blood and sacrifice of Himself, which demonstrates the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth to be a perfect Savior, and gives us reason under the New Testament to receive then full pardon.  Full pardon, since reconciliation is by the Lord Jesus Christ's blood completely made remission of sin -- which is complete forgiveness or pardon, of sins and/or crimes.  Therefore, the Lord Jesus Christ was set forth, and sent forth, to be a propitiation.  Thus, "sins that are past" is God's passing by, or overlooking sin, and not punishing for it, under the requirements of the Old Testament Law for those who trusted God for their Salvation, not knowing the time or the person God was to offer as complete payment for their sins.  " . . . through the forbearance of God; . . . " which means deferring the execution of God's perfect Justice, till God sent His Own Son, His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and in God's acceptance of complete satisfaction of God's Only Son as a complete Atonement for sins of man -- which shows the Grace, Compassion, and the goodness of God to His people, and the complete trust and confidence God put in His Only Son, sent as a sacrificial Lamb, the Lamb of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  The other end on the part of God, in setting forth the Lord Jesus Christ to be a propitiation, was to declare the Lord Jesus Christ's Righteousness Psalm 22:1-31, meaning BOTH the Righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Messiah, which was before hid, but now manifested, made known.  Also, the Righteousness of God the Father, God's faithfulness in His promises relating to the Lord Jesus Christ's sacrifice of Himself on the Cross of Calvary, thereby showing God's Grace -- Mercy and Compassion; God's goodness in the mission of His Only Begotten Son, the Holiness and purity of God's nature, which forbeared his perfect Justice, in avenging sin by making His Own Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth the Propitiation as the surety (Surety:  Promise:  A formal agreement to fulfill an obligation) to God's people.  The delayed execution of God's Justice UNTIL the Cross of Calvary, which was signified from the beginning in the types and sacrifices of the Old Testament Law, which prefigured it.  This delayed execution of God's Justice was prefigured by the Prophets of God in their Prophecies of the Old Testament that expressed it perfectly before His people.  Prophecies which included the sufferings and death of God's Messiah, God's Christ, openly to declare it before all of His people, that they -- the Old Testament Saints of God whom God has declared as the "Spirits of Just men,"  Hebrews 12:22-24, (Justified before God,) who would not be made perfect (Perfect:  Whole or complete, sinless before God ) without us -- the New Testament Saints of God whom God has declared as "the Spirits of Just men" (Justified before God,) Hebrews 11:1-40, which have come to faith in God's Salvation after the Cross of Calvary; since God spared not His Own Son, as God sheathed the Sword of Divine Justice in Christ Jesus by Whom God's Wrath, the Wrath of Almighty God against the sin of His people, was quenched. (Quenched meaning:  Extinguished.  To completely stop (a fire) from burning.  To cool (as heated metal is cooled) suddenly by immersion (in oil or water).  To terminate by, as if by destroying:  To completely eliminate.  To douse, i.e.:  to plunge into water).
Glorious Divine paradox! "Just in punishing," and "merciful in pardoning those wrongly accused," men can understand.  However, "Just in justifying the guilty!"  This startles the conscience of men. The propitiation through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ's blood then alone resolves this paradox and harmonizes the discordant elements.  In that "God hath made Him (the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth) to be sin for us who knew no sin, 2 Corinthians 5:20-21"  In the Lord Jesus Christ perfect (Perfect:  Meaning, whole, complete.) sacrifice of Himself on the Cross of Calvary, God's Justice has full satisfaction, in that "we are made the righteousness of God in Him, 2 Corinthians 5:20-21".  God has Mercy as His heart's delight!
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