Psalm 73:25
25 Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee.

Note:  Psalm 73 was written by Asaph who was a singer, and was appointed by the Levites to sound with cymbals of brass;



Psalm 73:1-28

1 Truly God is good to Israel, even to such as are of a clean heart.

2 But as for me, my feet were almost gone; my steps had well nigh slipped.

3 For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.

4 For there are no bands in their death: but their strength is firm.

Note:  Bands in the Hebrew means:  Bonds, pains (pangs), fetter.  They have no pangs, (pangs:   brief piercing spasm of pain, nor  sharp attacks of mental anguish.)  Fetter:  a chain or shackle for the feet, something that confines, no restraint.  No restrains on their motion, action, nor progress.  Job 21:7-20

There is no respect to their death.  They simply take no notice of it.  They have no care or concern about it, nor are they terrified or troubled because of the day of their death.  They put it away far from them, and think nothing about it.  Their strength is firm.  They are hale (hale:  free from defect, disease, or infirmity: sound, retaining exceptional health and vigor,) and they are robust, healthful and sound, to the day of their death.  Their strength is not weakened in the way by diseases and distempers. The word strength signifiesy a porch or palace, as they are strong as a palace, or safe as in a palace.  Therefore, they believe as a palace is strong that they are safe in their houses which are well built.

5 They are not in trouble as other men; neither are they plagued like other men.

6 Therefore pride compasseth them about as a chain; violence covereth them as a garment.
Note:  They glory in their pride as some do in their chains, and in cruelty, as some do in their apparel.

7 Their eyes stand out with fatness: they have more than heart could wish.

8 They are corrupt, and speak wickedly concerning oppression: they speak loftily.

9 They set their mouth against the heavens, and their tongue walketh through the earth.

Note:  They blaspheme God, and do not fear His power.  They rail upon men, because they esteem themselves above all others.  ". . . and their tongue walketh through the earth."   Their tongue goes to and fro, up and down, to wonder abroad, continually, be conversant, depart, to exercise itself.


10 Therefore his people return hither: and waters of a full cup are wrung out to them.

Note:  Not only the reprobate individuals see the prosperity of the wick and want for it, but also the people of God often fall back seeing the prosperous estate of the wicked, and are overwhelmed with their sorrows, thinking that God does not correctly consider the estate of the godly.  However, each person has their cup from God to drink:
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11 And they say, How doth God know? and is there knowledge in the most High?
Note:  Thus, the flesh moves even the godly at times to dispute with God concerning their poor estate, and the prosperity of the wicked all around them.

12 Behold, these are the ungodly, who prosper in the world; they increase in riches.

13 Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands in innocency.

14 For all the day long have I been plagued, and chastened every morning.

15 If I say, I will speak thus; behold, I should offend against the generation of thy children.

16 When I thought to know this, it was too painful for me;

17 Until I went into the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end.

18 Surely thou didst set them in slippery places: thou castedst them down into destruction.

19 How are they brought into desolation, as in a moment! they are utterly consumed with terrors.

20 As a dream when one awaketh; so, O Lord, when thou awakest, thou shalt despise their image.

21 Thus my heart was grieved, and I was pricked in my reins.

22 So foolish was I, and ignorant: I was as a beast before thee.

23 Nevertheless I am continually with thee: thou hast holden me by my right hand.

24 Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory.

25 Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee.

26 My flesh and my heart faileth: but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever.

27 For, lo, they that are far from thee shall perish: thou hast destroyed all them that go a whoring from thee.

28 But it is good for me to draw near to God: I have put my trust in the Lord God, that I may declare all thy works.



1 Chronicles 15:1-29

1 And David made him houses in the city of David, and prepared a place for the ark of God, and pitched for it a tent.

2 Then David said, None ought to carry the ark of God but the Levites: for them hath the Lord chosen to carry the ark of God, and to minister unto him for ever.

3 And David gathered all Israel together to Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the Lord unto his place, which he had prepared for it.

4 And David assembled the children of Aaron, and the Levites:

5 Of the sons of Kohath; Uriel the chief, and his brethren an hundred and twenty:

6 Of the sons of Merari; Asaiah the chief, and his brethren two hundred and twenty:

7 Of the sons of Gershom; Joel the chief and his brethren an hundred and thirty:

8 Of the sons of Elizaphan; Shemaiah the chief, and his brethren two hundred:

9 Of the sons of Hebron; Eliel the chief, and his brethren fourscore:

10 Of the sons of Uzziel; Amminadab the chief, and his brethren an hundred and twelve.

11 And David called for Zadok and Abiathar the priests, and for the Levites, for Uriel, Asaiah, and Joel, Shemaiah, and Eliel, and Amminadab,

12 And said unto them, Ye are the chief of the fathers of the Levites: sanctify yourselves, both ye and your brethren, that ye may bring up the ark of the Lord God of Israel unto the place that I have prepared for it.

13 For because ye did it not at the first, the Lord our God made a breach upon us, for that we sought him not after the due order.

14 So the priests and the Levites sanctified themselves to bring up the ark of the Lord God of Israel.

15 And the children of the Levites bare the ark of God upon their shoulders with the staves thereon, as Moses commanded according to the word of the Lord.

16 And David spake to the chief of the Levites to appoint their brethren to be the singers with instruments of musick, psalteries and harps and cymbals, sounding, by lifting up the voice with joy.

17 So the Levites appointed Heman the son of Joel; and of his brethren, Asaph the son of Berechiah; and of the sons of Merari their brethren, Ethan the son of Kushaiah;

18 And with them their brethren of the second degree, Zechariah, Ben, and Jaaziel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehiel, and Unni, Eliab, and Benaiah, and Maaseiah, and Mattithiah, and Elipheleh, and Mikneiah, and Obededom, and Jeiel, the porters.

19 So the singers, Heman, Asaph, and Ethan, were appointed to sound with cymbals of brass;

20 And Zechariah, and Aziel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehiel, and Unni, and Eliab, and Maaseiah, and Benaiah, with psalteries on Alamoth;

21 And Mattithiah, and Elipheleh, and Mikneiah, and Obededom, and Jeiel, and Azaziah, with harps on the Sheminith to excel.

22 And Chenaniah, chief of the Levites, was for song: he instructed about the song, because he was skilful.

23 And Berechiah and Elkanah were doorkeepers for the ark.

24 And Shebaniah, and Jehoshaphat, and Nethaneel, and Amasai, and Zechariah, and Benaiah, and Eliezer, the priests, did blow with the trumpets before the ark of God: and Obededom and Jehiah were doorkeepers for the ark.

25 So David, and the elders of Israel, and the captains over thousands, went to bring up the ark of the covenant of the Lord out of the house of Obededom with joy.

26 And it came to pass, when God helped the Levites that bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord, that they offered seven bullocks and seven rams.

27 And David was clothed with a robe of fine linen, and all the Levites that bare the ark, and the singers, and Chenaniah the master of the song with the singers: David also had upon him an ephod of linen.

28 Thus all Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of the Lord with shouting, and with sound of the cornet, and with trumpets, and with cymbals, making a noise with psalteries and harps.

29 And it came to pass, as the ark of the covenant of the Lord came to the city of David, that Michal, the daughter of Saul looking out at a window saw king David dancing and playing: and she despised him in her heart.



The Psalmist Asaph relates in Psalm 73 above the great difficulty which existed in his own mind.  As Asaph considered the wicked.  Asaph writes:


Psalm 73:2-3

2 But as for me, my feet were almost gone; my steps had well nigh slipped.

3 For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.


In the 4th and following verses, Asaph informs us, what in the wicked was his temptation. In the first place, Asaph observed, that they were prosperous, and all things went well with them. Asaph then observed their behavior in their prosperity, and the use which they made of it.  That God, notwithstanding such abuse, continued their prosperity. Then Asaph tells us by what means he was helped out of this difficulty:  by going into the sanctuary.



Psalm 73:16-17

16 When I thought to know this, it was too painful for me;

17 Until I went into the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end.


Asaph proceeds to inform us by his Psalm what considerations they were which helped him:

The consideration of the miserable end of wicked men. However they prosper for the present, yet they come to a woeful end at last:


Psalm 73:18-20

18 Surely thou didst set them in slippery places: thou castedst them down into destruction.

19 How are they brought into desolation, as in a moment! they are utterly consumed with terrors.

20 As a dream when one awaketh; so, O Lord, when thou awakest, thou shalt despise their image.


The consideration of the blessed end of the Saints of God . . . . Although the Saints, while they live, may be afflicted, yet they come to a happy end at last:


Psalm 73:21-24

21 Thus my heart was grieved, and I was pricked in my reins.

22 So foolish was I, and ignorant: I was as a beast before thee.

23 Nevertheless I am continually with thee: thou hast holden me by my right hand.

24 Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory.





Asaph reasoned though the wicked are in prosperity, and they are not in trouble as other men. 


Job 20:28-29

28 The increase of his house shall depart, and his goods shall flow away in the day of his wrath.

29 This is the portion of a wicked man from God, and the heritage appointed unto him by God.



Asaph's final conclusion is that the godly have much better portion than the wicked, even though they have no other portion but God.  Yet the godly, though in affliction, are in a state infinitely better, because they have God for their portion.


Psalm 73:25-26

25 Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee.

26 My flesh and my heart faileth: but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever.

The True Saints of God, those who are His Chosen, the Elect of God, those Born Again Believers are in no need nor desire anything else. He that hath God, hath all. 


Psalm 73:24
24 Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory.

Note:  Here, Asaph takes notice how the Saints are happy in God, both when they are in this world, and also when they are taken to Heaven to be in His presence. They are blessed in God in this world, in that he guides them by his counsel. Furthermore when God takes them out of it, they are still happy, in that then God receives them to Glory. This leads Asaph, in the text, to declare that he desired no other portion, either in this world or in that to come, either in earth nor in Heaven but to be with God, for God is his strength and portion. Thus we learn, that it is the Spirit of a truly godly man, to prefer God before all other things, either in Heaven or on the earth. 



A godly man prefers God before anything else in Heaven. 

First, a godly man prefers God before anything else that actually is in Heaven. Every godly man hath his heart set in Heaven.  His affections are mainly set on what is to be had there, though he may not regularly consider these things. Heaven is his country and inheritance. A godly man hath respect to Heaven, as a traveler, who is in a distant land, hath to his own country. The traveler can content himself to be in a strange land for a while, but his own native land is preferred by him to all others, for a godly man is by a stranger and pilgrims here on earth:


Hebrews 11:1-13

1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

2 For by it the elders obtained a good report.

3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.

4 By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.

5 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.

6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

7 By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.

8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.

9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise:

10 For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.

11 Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised.

12 Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable.

13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.


Note:  As a godly man declares plainly that he seeks a country. Truly if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out (satan's world, his family), they might have had opportunity to have returned. A godly man is not mindful of that country from whence he came, but he desires a better country, that is, Heaven, which is his true home. The respect which a godly person hath to Heaven may be compared to the respect which a young man, when he is abroad, hath to his own father’s house. He can be contented abroad for a little while, but the place to which he desires to return, and in which to dwell, is his own home.  As Robert Redford in his movie with Brad Pitt, Spy Games, said when asked what he would do now that he was a whistle blower against the CIA, would he move to a foreign country?  Redford said, "No, I can visit other countries for a while.  I'm an American.  I miss it when I'm away too long.


Hebrews 11:15-21

15 And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned.

16 But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son,

18 Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called:

19 Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure.

20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.

21 By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and worshipped, leaning upon the top of his staff.



Heaven is the True Saint’s Father’s house:

John 14:1-2

1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.

2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.


Now, the main reason why the godly man hath his heart thus set to Heaven is because God is there.  This is the abode and the Palace of the Most High. It is the place where God is Gloriously present, where His love is Gloriously manifested, where the godly may be with Him, and where the godly man can see God as He is, and love, serve, praise, and enjoy God perfectly. If God and the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth were not in Heaven, he would not be so earnest in seeking it, nor would he take so much pains in a laborious travel through this wilderness, nor would the consideration that he is going to Heaven when he dies, be such a comfort to him under his present toils and afflictions. The martyrs would not undergo cruel sufferings, from their persecutors, with a cheerful prospect of going to Heaven, did they not expect to be with the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and to enjoy God the Father there. They would not with that cheerfulness forsake all their earthly possessions, and all their earthly friends, as many thousands of them have done, and wander about in poverty and banishment:  being destitute, afflicted, tormented, in hopes of exchanging their earthly for a Heavenly inheritance, were it not that they hope to be with their Glorious Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and their Heavenly Father.  The Elect of God, God's Chosen, the Born Again Believer’s heart is in Heaven, because his treasure is there. 

A godly man prefers God before anything else that might be in Heaven. Not only is there nothing actually in Heaven, which is to be esteemed equal with God.  Neither is there any of which he can conceive as possible to be there, which by him is esteemed and desired equally with God, save the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

Some suppose quite different enjoyments to be in Heaven, from those which the Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible teaches us. Muslims, for instance, suppose that in their false made up heaven there will be enjoyed all manner of sensual delights and pleasures. Many things which Islam offers are to the lusts and carnal appetites of men, their "prophet" offers  the most agreeable that he could devise, and with them he flattered his followers.

However, the true Saint of God could not contrive one more agreeable to his inclination and desires, than such as is revealed in the Word of God.  A Heaven of enjoying the glorious God, and the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. There he shall have all sin taken away, and shall be perfectly conformed to God, and shall spend an eternity in exalted exercises of love to God, and in the enjoyment of His love toward him. If God the Father and God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth were not to be enjoyed in Heaven, but only vast wealth, immense treasures of silver, and gold, great honor of such kind as men obtain in this world, and a fullness of the greatest sensual delights and pleasures, as all these things would not make up for the want of God and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the enjoyment of them there. If it were empty of God, and the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth it would indeed be an empty melancholy place.  The godly have been made sensible, as to all creature-enjoyments, that they cannot satisfy the soul.  Therefore nothing will content them but God, and God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Offer a saint what you will, but if you deny him God, he will esteem himself most miserable. God the Father and God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazare are the center of his desires.  As long as you keep his Spirit from its proper center, it will not be at rest. 




It is the temper of a godly man to prefer God before all other things on the earth. 

First, the Saint prefers that enjoyment of God, for which he hopes hereafter, to anything in this world. He looketh not so much at the things which are seen and temporal, earthly, but instead looks to those which are unseen and eternal:

2 Corinthians 4:18
18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.

It is but a little of God that the Saint enjoys in this world. He hath but a little acquaintance with God, and enjoys but a little of the manifestations of the Divine Glory and love of God. God hath promised to give him Himself hereafter in a full enjoyment. These promises are more precious to the Saint, than the most precious earthly jewels. The Gospel contains greater treasures, to the man of God, than the cabinets of princes, or the mines of the Indies, or the wealth of the entire world.

The Saints prefer the things of God which may be obtained in this life before all things in the world. There is a great difference in the present spiritual attainments of the Saints. Some Saints attain to much greater acquaintance and communion with God, and conformity to Him, than others. However, the highest attainments are very small in comparison with what is future for the Saint in Heaven. The Saints are capable of making progress in spiritual attainments, and they earnestly desire such further attainments. Not contented with those degrees to which they have already attained, they hunger and thirst after righteousness, and, as newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the Word of God, that they may grow thereby. It is their desire, to know more of God, to have more of His image and likeness reflected in them, and to be enabled more to imitate God and the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth in their walk and conversation.

Psalm 27:4
4 One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in his temple.



Psalm 42:1-2

1 As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.
Note:  Hart in the Hebrew means:  a stag or male deer.

2 My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before God?



Psalm 63:1-2

1 O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is;

2 To see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary.



Psalm 84:1-3

1 How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts!

2 My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord: my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God.

3 Yea, the sparrow hath found an house, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, even thine altars, O Lord of hosts, my King, and my God.
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Psalm 130:6
6 My soul waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch for the morning: I say, more than they that watch for the morning.



Though every Saint has not this longing desire after God to the same degree that Psalmist Asaph had, yet they are all of the same spirit. The Saints of God earnestly desire to have more of God's presence in their hearts. This is the temper of the godly in general, and not of some particular Saints only, but the Church here in general speaks::

Isaiah 26:8-9

8 Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O Lord, have we waited for thee; the desire of our soul is to thy name, and to the remembrance of thee.

9 With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee early: for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness.



The Saints of God are not always in the lively exercise of Grace, but such a Spirit they have, and sometimes they do have the sensible exercise of it. They desire God and Divine attainments, more than all earthly things, and seek to be rich in His Grace, more than they do to get earthly riches. They desire the honor which is of God, more than that which is of men:

John 5:44
44 How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only?



The Saints of God are of the same Spirit which the Apostle Paul expresses:

Philippians 3:8-15

8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,

9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:

10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;

11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.

12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.

13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,

14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

15 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you.


The Saint of God prefers what he hath already of God before anything in this world, (satan's family). That which was infused into the Saint's heart at his conversion, is more precious to him than anything which the world can afford. The views which are sometimes given him of the beauty and excellency of God, are more precious to him than all the treasures of the wicked. The relation of a True Child of God, God's Chosen, a Born Again Believer in which he stands to God, the union which there is between his Spirit and the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Saint values more than the greatest earthly dignity. That image of God which is stamped upon his Spirit the Saint values more than any earthly ornaments. It is, in his esteem, better to be adorned with the Graces of God’s Holy Spirit, than to be made to shine in jewels of gold, and the most costly pearls, or to be admired for the greatest external beauty. The True Saint of God values the robe of the Lord Jesus Christ’s righteousness, which he hath on his Spirit, more than the robes of Princes and Kings. The spiritual pleasures and delights which he sometimes has in God, he prefers far before all the pleasures of sin:


Psalm 84:10
10 For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.




A Born Again Believer thus prefers God before all other things in this world, as he prefers God before anything else that he possesses in the world. Whatever temporal enjoyments a Saint of God has, he prefers God to them all.

Psalm 16:5-6

5 The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: thou maintainest my lot.

6 The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage.




If a True Saint be rich, he chiefly sets his heart on his Heavenly riches. The True Worshiper, the Born Again Believer prefers God before any earthly friend or relative including his own family, and Divine favor before any respect shown him by his fellow-creatures. Although inadvertently, these have room in his heart, yes many times too much room, yet he reserves the Throne for the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth his Lord, God, and Savior:

Luke 14:26
26 If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.



As the True Worshiper, the Saint of God, God's Chosen, His Elect, the Born Again Believer sees himself, and compares himself to the King, the Lord of Hosts, the Lord Jesus Christ as the Prophet Isaiah did:

Isaiah 6:1-5

1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.

2 Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.

3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.

4 And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.

5 Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.



The Saint of God prefers God before any earthly enjoyment of which he hath a prospect. The children of men commonly set their hearts more on some earthly happiness for which they hope, and after which they are seeking, than on what they have in their present possession. However, a godly man prefers God to anything which he has in prospect in all of this world. A True Worshiper, a Saint of God may, indeed, through the prevalence of corruption, be for a season carried away with some earthly enjoyment. However, God will Call him to repentance, and he will again come to himself. This is not the temper of the man, as he is of another Spirit, the Spirit of God. 

It is the spirit of a godly man to prefer God to any earthly enjoyments of which he can conceive. He not only prefers God to anything which he now possesses, but he sees nothing possessed by any of his fellow-creatures, so estimable. Could he have as much worldly prosperity as he would, could he have earthly things just to his mind, and agreeable to his inclination, however, he values the portion which he has in God, incomparably more. The Saint of God, a godly man prefers Christ to any earthly kingdom. 

Whatever changes a godly man passes through, he is happy, filled with joy, because God, who is unchangeable, is his portion and his strength. Though a godly man meet with temporal losses, and be deprived of many, yea, of all his temporal enjoyments, as did Job, yet God, whom the Saint of God prefers before all, still remains, and cannot be lost. While the Saint stays in this changeable, troublesome world, he is joyous,  because his portion and his strength, on which he builds as his main foundation for happiness, is above the world, and above all changes.






Luke 6:43-49

43 For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; neither doth a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.
Note:  See men as Trees:  www.alemattec.com/Men as Trees.doc

44 For every tree is known by his own fruit. For of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush gather they grapes.

45 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh.

46 And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?

47 Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is like:

48 He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was founded upon a rock.

49 But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without a foundation built an house upon the earth; against which the stream did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin of that house was great.





When a godly man, a Saint of God goes into Heaven, he is still joyous, because that portion he has yet remains. Whatever he be deprived of, he cannot be deprived of his chief portion, his inheritance remains sure to him, held by the very power of God:

1 Peter 1:3-5

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you,

5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.





This inheritance of the True Worshiper, the Born Again Believer, has already been obtained; obtained before the foundation of the world:


Ephesians 1:11-14

11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:

12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.

13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,

14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.



This Inheritance of the True Worshiper, the Born Again Believer does fade away, nor can anyone take it away, being reserved in Heaven and held by the very power of God.  God the Father is stronger than all, and no man can take anything out of the Father's Hand.  Neither, can they take anything from the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  All that the Father has given to the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Son keeps, for nobody can take anything out of the Son's Hand:


John 10:27-30

27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:

28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.

29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.

30 I and my Father are one.



Could worldly-minded men find out a way to secure to themselves those earthly enjoyments on which they mainly set their hearts, so that they could not be lost nor impaired while they live, how great would they account that privilege, though other things which they esteem in a less degree, were liable to the same uncertainty as they now are.  Whereas now, those earthly enjoyments, on which men chiefly set their hearts, are often most fading. How great is the happiness of those who have the Fountain of Living waters, who prefer Him before all things in Heaven or on earth, and who can never be deprived of Him for all eternity! 

Jeremiah 2:13
13 For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water.


Jeremiah 17:13
13 O Lord, the hope of Israel, all that forsake thee shall be ashamed, and they that depart from me shall be written in the earth, because they have forsaken the Lord, the fountain of living waters.


Revelation 7:17
17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.



Let all examine and try themselves, whether they be True Saints of God or not. As this which hath been exhibited is the Spirit of the Saints, so it is peculiar to them, and not to the world (satan's family). None can use the language of the text, and say:

Psalm 73:25-26

25 Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee.

26 My flesh and my heart faileth: but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever.

but the True Saints of God.




He that has God for his portion and strength, and prefers God to all other things, is a godly man, for he worships in Spirit and in Truth, as this is Who God seeks:


John 4:23-24

23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.

24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.



To respect the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as God, the very Son of God and to Worship Him is to love and to respect Him alone above all other things. If any man respect Him as His God, his God he is.  If any mans truly loves God, that man is known of the Father:

1 Corinthians 8:3
3 But if any man love God, the same is known of him.



There is an union and covenant relationship between that man and the One Triune God.  Every man is as his God is. If you would know what a man is, whether he be a godly man or not, you must inquire what his God is.  Ask him his testimony.  If the True God, Jehovah be alone the One whom he hath a supreme respect, a love for in his heart, and in whom he regards above all to glorify God's Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth above all, as the Father has already done, then he is doubtless a slave of the True God, Jehovah. However, if the man have something else to which he pays a greater respect than to Jehovah, and does NOT seek to honor above all the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, then he is not a godly man. 




Ephesians 1:17-23

17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:

18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power,

20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places,

21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come:

22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,

23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.



Philippians 2:8-11

8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:

10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;

11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



John 5:23
23 That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him.


Inquire, therefore, how it is with you . . . .  Whether you prefer God, and His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth before all other things. It may sometimes be a difficulty for persons to determine this to their own satisfaction. The ungodly may be deluded with false affections, and may seem drawn to "spiritual things".  Therefore you may try yourselves, as to this matter, several ways:  If you cannot speak fully to one thing, yet you may perhaps to others. 

What is it which chiefly you see as your desire to go to Heaven when you die?  Indeed some have no great desire to go to Heaven. They know they do not care to go to Hell, but if they could be safe from that, they would not much concern themselves about Heaven.  If it be not so with you, but you instead find that you have a desire after Heaven, then think of why.  Is the main reason, that you may be with God and the very Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth for all eternity, to have communion with Him, and be conformed to Him?  That your desire is that you may see God the Father and God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, and enjoy Him there? Is this the consideration which keeps your hearts, and your desires, and your expectations towards when you think of Heaven? 

Or, if you could avoid death, and might have your free choice, your free will exercised, would you choose to live always in this world, without God, rather than in His time to leave this world, in order to be with Him? If you might live here in earthly prosperity for all eternity, but destitute of the presence of God the Father and God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and Communion with Him — having no spiritual intercourse between Him and your souls, God and you being strangers to each other for ever, would you choose this rather than to leave the world?

Or, would you choose rather to leave this world order to dwell in Heaven, as the child of God, there to enjoy the glorious privileges of being one of His children, in Holy and perfect love to God, and enjoyment of Him to all eternity? 

Is the True desire of your heart that you prefer the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, forsaking all others as the only Way to Heaven? He who is Born Again, truly desires God, prefers Him in each person of the Trinity:  the Father, the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and Holy Ghost.  The Father, is his Father, the Son as his Savior, the Holy Ghost, as his Sanctifier.  Inquire, therefore, of yourself, not only whether you seek the enjoyment of God in Heaven as your highest portion and happiness, but whether you forsake all other except the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ Nazareth alone, as your only Way to Heaven. Seeing the excellency of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Righteousness, as the Way of Salvation by Him alone, as being that which is to the Glory of the Lord Jesus Christ, and of His Sovereign Grace. Is your longing for Heave the way of God's free Grace, by the blood and righteousness of the blessed and Glorious Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the most excellent Way to life in your esteem? Doth the Lord Jesus Christ's Righteousness add a value to the Heavenly Inheritance, that it is conferred in this way? Is this far better to you than to be saved by your own righteousness, by works you have done, by any of your own performances, or by any other mediator?

The Lord Jesus Christ alone is the sole mediator (the one that bridges the gap between a Righteous God that demands Justice for sin, which is death, and man who is full of sin, and has earned by that sin death?

Romans 6:23
23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.


1 Timothy 2:5-6

5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;

6 Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.


Are you caught in the gravest of sin, being taught by the false systems of religion, mainly the Roman Catholic "church," to show honor and respect to icons (which are idols,) physical representation of things spiritual, and even bow down to them which take the place of God in one's Worship, as the Jews did to Nehushtan?

Instead, do as King Hezekiah did, which was pleasing to the Lord, for King Hezekiah trusted in the Lord God of Israel, and he clave to the Lord, and departed not from him, but kept His Commandments.


2 Kings 18:4-8

4 He removed the high places, and brake the images, and cut down the groves, and brake in pieces the brasen serpent that Moses had made: for unto those days the children of Israel did burn incense to it: and he called it Nehushtan.

Note:  The copper serpent of the Desert -- Nehushtan, which God had Commanded Moses to have made.  This was a thing that God cursed in place of the Jews sins.  It was not to be Worshiped.  It was an image, a shadow of the One, the Only Begotten Son of God, whom God would raise to be cursed by Him in the place of the True Worshipers sins, those Chosen of God, Born Again Believers in the Lord Jesus Christ alone for their Salvation.
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Therefore, we should follow that which King Hezekiah did, which was pleasing to God and remove the high places in our mind that do not conform to True Worship, brake the images even if God for a reason had Commanded it to be made for a specific purpose, cut down the groves where there is but false worship, and brake into pieces everything that exalts itself above God, 2 Corinthians 10:4-6:


5 He trusted in the Lord God of Israel; so that after him was none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor any that were before him.

6 For he clave to the Lord, and departed not from following him, but kept his commandments, which the Lord commanded Moses.

7 And the Lord was with him; and he prospered whithersoever he went forth: and he rebelled against the king of Assyria, and served him not.

8 He smote the Philistines, even unto Gaza, and the borders thereof, from the tower of the watchmen to the fenced city.


If you might go to Heaven in what course you please, would you prefer to all others the way of a strict walk with God? They who prefer God as their own walk with Him, not only in the end, but in the Way. The True Worshiper of God, His Chosen had rather be with God than with any other, not only when they come to the end of their journey, but also while they are in their pilgrimage here on earth. They come to find the way of walking with God, though it be a way of labor, and care, and self-denial, rather than a way of sin, or of gratifying their lusts. 


Are you one that God has declared by the Righteousness of His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth will stand in His Holy place?

Psalm 24:1-6

1 The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.

2 For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods.

3 Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? or who shall stand in his holy place?

4 He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.

5 He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and righteousness from the God of his salvation.

6 This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek thy face, O Jacob. Selah.



Were you to spend your eternity in this world, would you choose rather to live in mean and low circumstances with the Gracious presence of God, than to live for ever in earthly prosperity without Him? Would you rather spend it in Holy living, and serving and walking with God, and in the enjoyment and of the privileges of being one of His children? Do you desire God manifesting Himself to you often as your Father, discovering to you His Glory, and manifesting His love, lifting the light of His countenance upon you? Would you rather these things, though in poverty, than to abound in worldly goods, and to live in ease and prosperity, at the same time being an alien from the Common Wealth of Israel? 
www.alemattec.com/Genesis 5, the Olive Tree and the Commonwealth of Israel . . . .doc

Could you be content to stand in no child-like relation to God, enjoying no Gracious intercourse with Him, having no right to be acknowledged by Him as his child? Or would such a life as this, though in ever so great earthly prosperity, be esteemed by you but a miserable life? 

If, after all, there remain with you doubts, and a difficulty to determine concerning yourselves whether you do truly and sincerely prefer God to all other things, I would mention two things which are the surest ways to be determined in this matter, and which seem to be the best grounds of satisfaction in it. 

The feeling of some particular, strong, and lively exercise of such a Spirit. A person may have such a Spirit as is spoken of in the Doctrine, and may have the exercise of it in a low degree, and yet remain in doubt whether he or she has it or not, and be unable to come to a satisfying determination.  However, God is pleased sometimes to give such discoveries of His Glory, and of the excellency of His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, as do so draw forth the heart, that one comes to know beyond all doubt, that they feel such a Spirit as that spoken of by the Apostle Paul, when he said,


Philippians 3:7-12

7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.

8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,

9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:

10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;

11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.

12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.





Or, as Asaph wrote in the Psalm:

Psalm 73:25
25 Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee.


At such times the people of God do not need any help of their Ministers to satisfy themselves whether they have the True love of God. They plainly see and know it, and understand their Adoption into God's world (His Family).  The Spirit of God then witnesseth with their spirits, that they are the children of God.

Romans 8:15-17

15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:

17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.


Therefore, if you would be satisfied upon this point, earnestly seek such attainments, seek that you may have such clear and lively exercises of His Spirit in you. To this end, you must labor and by this to grow in His Grace. Though you have had such experiences in times past, and they satisfied you then, yet you may again doubt. You should therefore seek that you may have them more frequently.  The way to that is, to earnestly press forward, that you may have more acquaintance with God by your study, and have the principles of Grace within you therefore strengthened. This is the way to have the exercises of Grace made stronger, more lively, and more frequent, and so to be satisfied in that you have a Spirit of supreme love to God. 

The other way is to inquire whether you prefer God to all other things in practice, i.e.:  When you have occasion to manifest (to be made known) by your practice which you prefer, when you must either cleave to one or the other, and must either forsake other things, or forsake God.  Whether it be your manner practically to prefer God above all other things whatever, even to those earthly things to which your hearts are most wedded.  Is your life those of adherence to God seeking to follow His Commandments, and of serving Him in this manner? 

The godly man, the Born Again Believer who sincerely prefers God to all other things in his heart, will do this in practice.  When in a man's life, God and all other things come to stand in competition, that is the proper trial must be made.  The manner of acting in such cases must certainly determine what the choice is in all free agents, or those who act on choice, their own, their own "free will". Therefore, there is no sign of sincerity so much insisted on in the Holy Bible as this:  That we deny ourselves, sell all, forsake the world, take up our Cross, daily, and follow the Lord Jesus Christ wherever He goeth.  Therefore, so run, not as uncertainly.  So fight, not as those that beat the air, but keep under your bodies, and bring them into subjection.


1 Corinthians 9:26-27

26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air:

27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.


Act not as though you count yourselves to have been apprehended or caught by God, but this one thing do:


Philippians 3:13-14

13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,

14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.





Finally,  Beside this . . . to the Brethren, to God's world (His Family,) those Born Again Believers, And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity (charity:  love).


2 Peter 1:3-12

3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:

4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;

6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;

7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.

8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.

10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:

11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

12 Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth.



1 Timothy 6:10-21

10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

11 But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.

12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.

13 I give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession;

14 That thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ:

15 Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords;

16 Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen.

17 Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;

18 That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate;

19 Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.

20 O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called:

21 Which some professing have erred concerning the faith. Grace be with thee. Amen.




That we who Trust the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone for our Salvation, being Saved, i.e.:  Saved from God's wrath, may say as the Apostle Paul, at the end of our life:


2 Timothy 4:7-8

7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:

8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.


Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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