Many have tried to use the verse Revelation 3:20 as God's call to the unbeliever.  Taking the verse out of context, and twisting the Truth of Holy Scripture to "prove" their point that God stands without and pleads for unbelievers to"let Him in."  This is NOT the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and is not supported in the Holy Bible.

Revelation 3:20

20Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 

Let's see the context, see what the Lord Jesus Christ states, and see the end of what was done to this church who though by their own means that they were wealthy and secure, safe as there were no threats internally to this Church nor externally to the Church.  The Lord Jesus Christ stood at the door as a Judge.  We have to look at the whole of Holy Scripture here.  This is to the Church, people who already "say they are believers, but are not."  The Lord Jesus stands as the Judge declaring  that if anyone is there I'll come in and sup with you.  I'm just this week savior who has to beg for man to come to me . . .  please, just open the door.  No, let's look at the context and the other Scriptures that apply.


Revelation 3:14-21

 14And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; 

 15I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 

 16So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. 

 17Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: 

 18I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. 

 19As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. 

 20Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 

 21To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.

(To him that overcometh . . . , even as I also overcame . . . The Lord Jesus Christ relied not on Himself, but knew that all things are of the Father and He relied on His Father for all things.  The Lord Jesus Christ overcame with prayer and calling on His Father to take away the cup if He would, else His Will be done.  Therefore, it is not that man overcometh by his own Will, but by the Will of the Father alone).

Matthew 26:41-43

 41Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. 

 42He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy will be done. 

 43And he came and found them asleep again: for their eyes were heavy.


Behold, I stand at the door and knock,.... The phrase of standing at the door is expressive of His near approach, or sudden coming (as a thief in the night when no one expects Him) of Christ to judgment:

James 5:7-12

7Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. 

 8Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. 

 9Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge standeth before the door. 

 10Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience. 

 11Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy. 

 12But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation.


His knocking signifies the notice that will be given of it, by some of the immediate forerunners and signs of His coming; which will be observed but by a few, such a general spiritual "blindness and deafness" will have seized all professors of religion; and particularly may intend the midnight cry, which will, in its issue, rouse them all that shall believe who were ordained by God to believe.  Remember, ordained means by one's own power and authority:

Acts 13:48

 48And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.

God the Son doesn't stand outside begging.  Those who believe were ordained to believe to eternal life.


" . . . if any man hear my voice; . . .

and open the door; or show a readiness for the coming of Christ, look and wait for it, and be waiting for Him and would immediately rush to Him to open the door if their Lord and Savior came and knocked.  This is not what is meant here.  This is SUPPOSED to be one of His Churches that desire Him and are waiting for Him.  He comes, and they are not desiring nor waiting for Him.  In fact, it is though He is mocking them.  He comes as a Judge, and says that I'm knocking . . . repeatedly, but there is no answer.  Why, they are none there that are His.  This isn't an appeal separate from the rest of Holy Scripture, so what does the Lord Jesus Christ declare else where about His appearance to those who gather to Worship Him?


Matthew 18:20

 20For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.

In the midst of . . .  the word midst in the Greek is:  meÑsov, which means:  in the middle of, amongst.  Folks, he doesn't come and beg, if there were any of His in that so called "church" they would already have been waiting and seeking His appearance.  One knock would have been sufficient, but he doesn't declare that he comes knocking, simply that if two or three (or more) are gathered together in His name:  He's simply there!  No need to stand outside begging, knocking, "hoping someone would come to there senses "have spiritual eyes AND ears to hear his knockING repeatedly, and come to the door.  No.  He comes mocking this "church" who claim to be His.  Who claim to be rich, but none of this is true.  He comes as a Judge.


If any in there were mine . . . (You can almost here the mocking . . . ) I will come unto him, and sup with him, and he with me; When the Lord Christ appears and when he comes in Person; the Churches are waiting with their oil (Holy Spirit) and these being like wise virgins, ready, having His Grace in their hearts, and His Righteousness upon them.  He will take them at once into the marriage chamber, and shut the door upon the rest; and He DOES NOT come knocking repeatedly when He comes for His brides.  There is a cry that's He's here, even though these Churches (represented in Matthew 25 as virgins) are asleep as the others.  He doesn't come knocking repeatedly asking if any will open the door . . . They are commanded to go out to Him (immediately) with their lamps (with oil representing the Holy Spirit). The wise virgins (His True Worshipers, His True Church already have His Holy Spirit, as they could not be His unless the Father had already drawn them to Him).  His True Church simply run to Him at once. When they shall enjoy a thousand years communion with Him in Person here on earth; when the Lamb on the throne will feed them with the fruit of the tree of life, and lead them to fountains of living water, and His Tabernacle shall be among them.


Matthew 25:1-13

 1Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. 

 2And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 

 3They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: 

 4But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 

 5While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. 

 6And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. 

 7Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. 

 8And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. 

 9But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. 

 10And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut.

11Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. 

 12But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. 

 13Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.


He does not stand outside and knock.  His is not some frustrated Savior hoping someone will come to their senses and choose Him.  He comes for His own, those that are His are ready and immediately run to Him . . . and the door was shut.


There are told to go buy "from them that sell . . ."  Them, meaning God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit".  However, no one can "buy" the Holy Spirit (represented by the oil).  They are told to go buy (without money) . . .


Isaiah 55:1-3

 1Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 

 2Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. 

 3Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David.



My voice--He appeals to those who "claim to be his" in this evil "church" and thus this can be seen as one would a challenge.  He comes as a Judge.


What do you mean not only with His hand (His providence's) knocking, but with His voice (His Word read or heard; or rather, His Holy Spirit inwardly applying to man's spirit the lessons to be drawn from His providence and His word)?

Certainly, if we refuse to answer to His knocking at our door now, He will refuse to hear our knocking at His door hereafter. However, as I have demonstrated, he does not come and stand without and knocking repeatedly hoping someone will come to Him.  Those who ARE NOT HIS come knocking at His door, and we see what happens to those who come to Him that are not His; He shuts the door on them.

Luke 13:24-27

 24Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able. 

 25When once the master of the house is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye begin to stand without, and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer and say unto you, I know you not whence ye are: 

 26Then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast taught in our streets. 

 27But he shall say, I tell you, I know you not whence ye are; depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity.


We as His Church should always be ready for His appearing and have our lamps ready with oil (the Holy Spirit already in us) to come to Him immediately at his second appearing.

If any man hear His voice--for man is compelled by God's irresistible force of His Holy Spirit to hear Him, as it was Commanded by God the Father: 


Matthew 17:4-6

 4Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 

 5While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him. 

 6And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid.


Whosoever does hear, does so not of himself, but by the drawings of God's Grace alone:


John 6:44

 44No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.
 

Repentance is Christ's gift:

Acts 5:31

 31Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.


God the Father draws with "bands of love", not drags. The Sun of Righteousness, the Lord Jesus Christ, like the natural sun, pours in His light, which could not previously find an entrance.

At all times, the Lord Jesus Christ must open the gate (Himself) to allow us access to the Father:

Psalm 118:19-22

 19Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go into them, and I will praise the LORD: 

 20This gate of the LORD, into which the righteous shall enter. 

 21I will praise thee: for thou hast heard me, and art become my salvation. 

 22The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner.

The righteous SHALL ENTER, not might or could, but through the gates of righteouness, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, but it is through only one "Gate" we can enter unto the Father, this gate . . . of the LORD.  The Lord Jesus Christ as the only way to the Father.


THE FATE OF THE SEVEN CHURCHES. In view of the promises and threats of the Savior to these Seven Churches a concise view of their subsequent history would be helpful. Two of the churches, Smyrna and Philadelphia, are praised without the slightest censure. Three, Ephesus, Sardis, and Laodicea, are severely blamed and threatened with extinction. Two more, Pergamos and Thyatira, are both praised and blamed, and admonished to repent. The two first, Smyrna and Philadelphia, are now and have been since the first century, the seats of churches and of a large Christian population. Philadelphia alone has been saved. At a distance from the sea, forgotten by the emperors, encompassed on all sides by the Turks, her valiant Believers have defended their religion and freedom alone for four score years, and then capitulated with the proudest of the Ottomans swept over them. Among the Greek colonies and churches of Asia, Philadelphia is still erect--a column in a scene of ruins, a pleasing example that the paths of honor and safety may sometimes be the same."--Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Chapter LXIV. The three churches so severely censured and threatened, Ephesus, Sardis and Laodicea, ceased to exist many centuries since, and even the cities have long been uninhabited. The two remaining churches, Pergamos and Thyatira, were never entirely blotted out and a small Christian population is found in both places to this time.


Paul (<:)
Jesus first!


