1 Corinthians 16:1-3
1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye.

2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.

3 And when I come, whomsoever ye shall approve by your letters, them will I send to bring your liberality unto Jerusalem.
Acts 11, Prophets come in from James (Jerusalem) 41 A.D., some false prophets.
Agabus, a True Prophet of Jehovah God – latest date for the Prophecy of Agabus, 41A.D. predicting a great famine which "came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar," Acts 11:28.  This verse implies that the Prophecy was made before Claudius Caesar became Emperor in 41 A.D., although it's not possible to be absolutely certain about it.   


Galatians 2, Apostle Paul withstands the Apostle Peter, false Prophets having come in among the people, Judaisers, 58 A.D. . 
Acts 12, the Apostles Barnabas and Saul (Paul) their ministry fulfilled, and they returned from Jerusalem, 42 A.D.

1 Corinthians 16, the Apostle Paul Commands an offering for those in Jerusalem, 59 A.D. .
2 Corinthians 8, 60 A.D. (Did not expect the Macedonia Church to provide aid). 
Acts 11:28-30
28 And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there should be great dearth throughout all the world: which came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar.

Nero (/ˈnɪəroʊ/; Latin: Nerō Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus;[1] 
from 54 to 68 A.D. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nero
Acts 11:19-30
19 Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to none but unto the Jews only.
20 And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they were come to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus.
21 And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord.
22 Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch.
23 Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord.
24 For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was added unto the Lord.
25 Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul:
26 And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.
27 And in these days came prophets from Jerusalem unto Antioch.

Note:  Some of these Prophets were indeed "false prophets, false Brethren," that came in as spies to divide the body of Christ at this time, the Apostle Peter being afraid of them, was to blame for dividing the body of Christ.  The “men from James” came to alert the Saints in Antioch of the great need at Jerusalem.  It was at this time that they overstepped their authority in saying the Gentile Born Again Believers need to be circumcised in order to be Saved.  Their authority (if you could call it that,) extended only to alert the Gentile Churches of the immediate need for grain and funds to support the poor in Judea during the time of this great famine.  However, God used this to unit the Born Again Believers showing each needy Jewish disciple that their Gentile Brethren were one with them, willing to send them aid during this extreme time of trouble.


Galatians 2:4

4 And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage:

Galatians 2:11-21
11 But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed.
12 For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision.
13 And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation.

14 But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?
Acts 11:28-30
28 And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there should be great dearth throughout all the world: which came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar.

Note:  The Prophet Agabus was a TRUE Prophet of Jehovah God.  Dearth here in the Greek means:  Famine, hunger.   The idea of destitution (Destitute:  Deprivation, lack, or absence.  Lack of the means of subsistence, i.e.:  utter poverty.) bringing about a scarcity of food.

Just before the reign of Claudius Caesar, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nero, in about late 40 A.D. or early spring of 41 A.D., a Jewish Prophet named Agabus, who had given the Apostle Paul his orders from the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Acts 21:8-26, came in from Jerusalem unto Antioch, and Prophesied, i.e.:  foretold before hand through the Holy Spirit of a great shortage of food which would occur throughout the Roman Empire. According to this Prophecy of Agabus, this shortage would be particularly severe in Judea (Judea:  Is the Biblical, Roman, and modern name of the mountainous southern part of Israel.  Particular hard hit by the dearth would be the Church at Jerusalem:  see map, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:First_century_Iudaea_province.gif.  Dr. Luke, who wrote the Acts of the Apostles doesn’t record much about this Prophecy of Agabus, except to say its fulfillment occurred during the time of Claudius Caesars reign.  Furthermore, that during Claudius Caesars reign the Gentile Churches began setting aside grain in store and funds to send in relief to the Church at Jerusalem that would be used to buy such grain to store later or buy the needed food for the poor in Judea; specifically setting aside the offerings of the Gentile Churches for the Church at Jerusalem, at famine prices, while the dearth was occurring.  Dr. Luke also states that their offering would be sent to the Church at Jerusalem under the supervision of the Apostles Paul and Barnabas, and implies that this mission was completed sometime after the death of Herod Agrippa, Acts 12:24-25.
 
Returning to our text:
29 Then the disciples, every man according to his ability, determined to send relief unto the brethren which dwelt in Judaea:
30 Which also they did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.


Note:  Saul here mentioned in verse 30 is the Apostle Paul.  This was the reason the Apostle Paul, by Command to the Churches in Galatia and to the Corinthians to take up a free will offering the first day of the week to meet the needs of the Saints at Jerusalem.  This is what the Prophet Agabus had foretold and for which the Gentile Churches prepared.  The Apostles Paul and Barnabas were chosen to oversee its distribution, bringing it to the Elders in Jerusalem.  

We are not told how long after King Herod’s death that the shortage of food occurred, as Dr. Luke doesn’t say.  However, the Jewish historian Josephus mentions that many poor Jews were starving in Jerusalem during the time of the Passover when Queen Helena from Adiabene, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helena_of_Adiabene, came there to worship at the time of the Passover.  She (Queen Helena) immediately sent to Egypt for grain and Cyprus for figs and oversaw their distribution to the poor at Jerusalem (Antiquities of the Jews, Book 20, Chapter 2). Josephus also claims that this dearth, i.e.:  great famine, occurred during the Governorship of the procurators, Cuspius Fadus (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuspius_Fadus) and Tiberius Alexander, (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiberius_Julius_Alexander) cir. 44-48 A.D..  Tacitus (Annals Book 12, Chapter 23) --, Publius (or Gaius) Cornelius Tacitus (/ˈtæsɨtəs/; Classical Latin: [ˈtakɪtʊs]; c. AD 56 – after 117) was a Senator and a historian of the Roman Empire. The surviving portions of his two major works—the Annals and the Histories— examine the reigns of the Roman Emperors Tiberius, Claudius, Nero, and those who reigned in the Year of the Four Emperors (A.D. 69). These two works, Tacitus and Publius span the history of the Roman Empire from the death of Augustus Caesar in A.D. 14 to the years of the First Jewish–Roman War in A.D. 70.  There are substantial lacunae (Lacunae:  A gap or missing part, as in a manuscript, series, or logical argument; hiatus.) in the surviving texts, including a gap in the Annals that is four books long.
Josephus’ famine cannot be dated earlier than 47 A.D., because he has Queen Helena coming to Jerusalem after Herod of Chalcis (Herod of Chalcis (48-49 A.D.), also known as Herod V.  The Jewish Encyclopedia lists Herod of Chalcis as "Herod II") who was a son of Aristobulus IV, and the grandson of Herod the Great, Roman client King of Judaea. Herod of Chalcis was the brother of Herod Agrippa I and Herodias,) petitioned Caesar to permit him and Herod’s descendants to appoint the Jewish High Priests instead of the Roman procurators. Claudius agreed and wrote a letter commanding this to be done, and Josephus records the whole letter. It was written in the month of July during or immediately after Claudius’ fourth term as Consul. This office was held for only one year. Claudius’ fourth time in this office occurred in 47 A.D..

Understanding this, we may conclude that Josephus, Eusebius, Tacitus and Orosius could be writing of the same dearth as it affected different parts of the Empire. It may or may not have affected Rome and Greece in the same year as it affected Judea, but a bad season or two in the main food producing countries of the Empire could very well set off a domino effect that would affect several parts of the Empire that were caught unprepared.

Judea would be especially affected, because the Sabbatical year of 48-49 A.D., (fall to fall) when no seed was planted or field harvested.  This could have had disastrous results during adverse weather conditions in years when the fields didn’t yield enough to set aside in store for the Sabbatical year.
Acts 12:25
25 And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem, when they had fulfilled their ministry, and took with them John, whose surname was Mark.
Note:  Dr. Luke uses the Greek word diakonia, when referring to the Apostles Barnabas and Saul (Apostle Paul,) ministry (Attendance (as a servant, etc.); figuratively eleemosynary (Eleemosynary:  Which is of or relating to alms, charity, or charitable donations; charitable –aid,) (official) service (especially of the Christian teacher, or technically of the Diaconate.) which implies that the Apostles Paul and Barnabas, and those who came with them, acted as Administrators of the famine-relief offering given by the Gentile Churches. It certainly appears that they didn’t simply bring their offering and leave, but stayed, daily serving the hungry. This became a great opportunity for the Gentile Brethren to encourage and comfort those who were so distressed over the want of the bare necessities of life. This famine-relief, called dearth, was a means by which God was unifying the Gentile and Jewish Brethren at a time when the Apostles Paul and Barnabas were also being called to Jerusalem concerning circumcision. So, while the theory was debated behind closed doors, the reality was thus achieved as these “Gentile Administrators of famine-relief” brought food from the far away Gentile Churches, and had Communion with their needy Jewish Brethren in Jerusalem. Thus, the brotherhood between Jew and Gentile was being solidified.  This was an offering gathered for famine-relief, and was NOT a permanent Command to take an offering every week to perpetualty (Perpetualty:  The state or condition of being perpetual.  (Perpetual:   Continuing or enduring forever; everlasting)).
About 50 A.D., the Apostles Paul and Barnabas go to the council in Jerusalem 14 years after Paul's conversion (Galatians 2:1-9 and Acts 15:1-2).
Here are the years the Apostle Paul wrote his Epistles:
	First Corinthians
	57 AD

	Second Corinthians
	57 AD

	Galatians
	55-57 AD

	Romans
	57-58 AD


http://www.matthewmcgee.org/paultime.html
The Apostle Paul met with the Apostles Barnabas, Peter, and James in Jerusalem, Acts 9:26 and Galatians 1:18-19.  The Apostles Paul and Barnabas, Acts 11, where the Apostle Barnabas gets the Apostle Paul and they stay in Antioch (Syria) for one year, Acts 11:26. This must be between 41 AD (beginning of Claudius Caesar's reign) and 44 AD, Acts 11:28. Believers are first called Christians at Antioch (Syria).

If this is true, that the Prophet Agabus’ famine didn’t occur until 48-49 A.D., then this puts the Apostle Paul’s service to the poor in Jerusalem at the same time as the Jerusalem Council of Acts 15. It seems logical that the “men from James” came to alert the Saints in Antioch of the great need at Jerusalem.  It was at this time that they overstepped their authority in saying the Gentile Believers need to be circumcised in order to be Saved.  Perhaps similar envoys were sent to Cilicia, Cyprus and even to Galatia, because the letter from the Apostle James, containing the Official Oracles of the Jerusalem church, were brought to all of these communities, because all were affected similarly over the Doctrine of circumcision.  The letter denied that the Apostle James had empowered these envoys with authority to trouble the Gentiles over the question of circumcision, but it doesn’t deny that he sent them. Therefore, they really were “men from James” but their authority, if one could call it that, extended only to alert the Gentile Churches of the needed grain and funds to support the poor in Judea during the famine. 

Dr. Luke uses the Greek word diakonia, i.e.:  service, ministration in Acts 12:25, which implies that the Apostles Paul and Barnabas and those who came with them acted as Administrators of the famine-relief offering given by the Gentile Churches.  What this means is they didn’t simply bring their offering and leave, but they stayed, daily serving the hungry  Acts 6:1 – the same word). This became a great opportunity for the Gentile Brethren to encourage and comfort those who were so distressed over the want of the bare necessities of life.  This “famine-relief” doubled as a means of unifying the Gentile and Jewish brethren at a time when the Apostles Paul and Barnabas were hashing out the theology with the party of the circumcision and the leaders of the Jerusalem Church.  So, while the theory was debated behind closed doors, the practicality was achieved as the Gentile Administrators of the famine-relief broke bread with these starving Saints brought from the far away Gentile Churches.  Thus, the brotherhood between Jew and Gentile was demonstrated on the streets while the theology/Doctrine was being acknowledged by the Church Apostles/Elders behind closed doors.

If the solution of the problem of circumcision were to occur in a more than theological manner, it was necessary for the Apostles Paul and Barnabas and company to stay at Jerusalem from the beginning of this crisis until its end, showing each needy Jewish Disciple that their Gentile Brethren were one with them in their great time of trouble.

-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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