Being an Apostle, Paul had both spiritual and personal knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, being Chosen and then taught directly by Christ Jesus Himself.  The Apostle Paul was given the spiritual gift of Signs and Wonders to further display the Apostles' Office.  The gift of Signs and Wonders qualified the Apostle Paul to make known the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth to others and the preserving of the Gospel. Giving this knowledge freely and without charge to all that would hear, the Apostle Paul was very willing and ready to communicate the Truth of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible by Preaching the Gospel.  Preaching of the Gospel was and is the means of making known the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as God's only avenue for Salvation for the souls of men.  This, above all things, the Apostle Paul chiefly insisted, and in which he took great delight and pleasure.  The Apostle made known the things respecting the Office and person of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  That the Lord Jesus Christ was both God, as the Son of God, and at the same time fully man:  God and man in one person.  Matthew 1:23  The Apostle Paul showed forth the things respecting the Lord Jesus Christ's office:  that of Messiah, the sole Mediator, Prophet, Priest, High Priest after the Order of Melchisedec, King, the Head as Lord and Master, Husband, Savior, and Redeemer of His Church -- His People.  The Apostle Paul declared the blessings of Grace procured by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and that justification is by Christ Jesus' righteousness alone, pardon by the Lord Jesus Christ's blood alone, and peace, reconciliation, and Atonement is by the Lord Jesus Christ's Sacrifice of Himself for the sins of His people the Elect of God, and Salvation is of and by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone.
The Apostle Paul's determination was to Preach none but the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Period.  Not himself, nor man, nor the power and purity of human nature, nor the free will and works of the creature -- that is free will and works of man, (e.g.:  man's free will which they claim the right to come to God using); as the Apostle Paul was determined to exclude all and everything from being partners with the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth in the business of mans Salvation. This was the Doctrine once delivered to the Saints, Jude 1:3, in the first place, and principally to insist upon, that Salvation was by Christ alone, and Him Crucified.



That which was the greatest offense to others, and to most today, was the most delightful to the Apostle Paul, because Salvation comes through and by the Cross of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone; thus, the Apostle Paul dwelt upon this, and was determined to do so, as it was for the Glory of the Lord Jesus Christ alone. The Preaching of the Cross was to be believed as a requisite for the conversion of sinners, the comfort of distressed souls.  The Preaching of the Cross is suitable food for a man's faith, as the Apostle Paul knew by his own experience.

1 Corinthians 1:22-24

22 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:

23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness;
Note:  We, the first Preachers, the Apostles, called the Apostle's Doctrine.  Acts 2:42

24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.



1 Corinthians 2:1-2

1 And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.

2 For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.



Galatians 2:20
20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.


Galatians 6:14
14 But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.

Note:  To take up your cross meant to be crucified.  To be crucified meant death.  Here, the Apostle Paul says the world (satan's family) is dead to me, and I am dead to the world (satan's family) as far as the world is concerned.


Luke 9:23
23 And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.

Here, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth says that if any man will follow Him, i.e.:  the Lord Jesus Christ, let him deny himself, that is die to self daily, and follow me.  It is not about you or me.  It is about denying our self, dying to self, and following and worshiping for all eternity the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as God, Lord and King.


Again, the Apostle Paul's determination was to Preach none but the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Period.  Not himself, nor man, nor the power and purity of human nature, nor the free will and works of the creature -- that is free will and works of man, (man's free will which they claim to come to God using); as the Apostle Paul was determined to exclude all and everything from being partners with the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth in the business of mans Salvation. This was the Doctrine once delivered to the Saints in the first place, and principally to insist upon, that Salvation by Christ alone, and Him Crucified.


Romans 3:24-26

24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:

25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;

26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.

-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
www.Alemattec.com 
